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. Wy dear Judge:

I have your letters of July 8 and July 10 enclosing copims
of gome of your correspondence with General DeWits,

“You Keve~ oallsd g0 Goderad DeWits's ettention fabtors L 3
which he may or may not have heretofore had in mind sbous the likely
charncteristies of o great sonflagration: in She eity,rend-gou have
asked that he advise the city of the plans he has for its evacuation,
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A TrEAshins e o eracunsel 12, Vhe, sTo 7.8 at) fasster ghare.
apecen 42§ esa nod know Gemersl DeWits, i i dediere shap .

any ‘offidds® 18 She Amy chdwen for sucly an - fupbrtaat positish s . -

that .zmmsmurmmmmmmmim.

recond: 8f good Judgsens; Armintag.apnd oxperiense as ugh‘ Lx e

most likely that he would de ';apotm to %u). offu;lﬂ v‘lh such
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ivantaes of petoneetty ELIAN ool e do bewa gae

bis very closely ia connection vith the Japanecse evacuation apd

OVhéT matters affecting the Vedt Coast and ! have come in contact -
with bim in otaer and earlier phases of his Aray career. JFor character,
decision, and conscidushoss of his duty hod :vesponsivility, I kuow of -
Bo Army officer in whom I would plage greater confidence, %o suggest .
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that General Dawidt:bas:s Pearl Hexder spprosch® to 8 s —
problens is uufalr and imesccurats. has tho:ght of.grl: hli‘cn * —%—‘*

that might threaben the West Ooast than even you vitn dert aind '
have thus far conoelved of. ~1 'M'l’lﬁlgbodmi !'h’v{gch'no o ‘
dispatones. :

i do not know what Cemeral Dewitt's plans for ths evacuation
of San ¥rancisca are, and I have no inteatien of asking hip. 1 do-

i

have a knowledge that he will act promptly end decisively in any
SROTRONGY witnin Ao mesns that are available to him. ., l

- ... Nay 1 suggest that it would be much more helpful teo i
General Dewits, ia the midat of ais heavy responsidilisies mad great ’
demands upon his time, that if you think he is not going to be adle to
act promptly encugh to meet ths necessities of a Situation, you with I

cvinceo tiae ¢4GOPY,FOR MR, STIMSON

kY Witner. If has not gone to trial yet. -

Mr. Engle. This is a ftatement of the case whick

occurs in the next to the lust paragraph of the Deparw

report;



\
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the talent that you have at your disposal work out ia consultatioa
with the eivilian defense authorities, if they have not slready dons
s0, a plan for the evacustion of the city of Sen Francisco, and
submsd 4% So Genmers) De¥Witt or to his Staff for their help ead
guidance. EHe or they cam readily relate 1% %o their own plans and,
2o doubt, obtain great help fream 1S, Such a step I an sure would be
much more eomstructive Sham So write to the Gemsral letters, the
tone of vhich is mot too good, partisularly whem you refer to rumors
that he may de slow to act because he snd his femily ere not exposed
to the same dangers es other residents of San Francisco.

- ¥ven to suggest this is mot worthy of either you or the
citizens of San Fremeisco. The dangers to Sam Franclsco and all of
the ¥Yest Oomst are great. Buccessful raids on that Const
naterially impalr cur war effort at a time vhea it needs %o
grestly increased rather than diminished, Bub one of She
you have most to be than for is that you have sa officer of the
character and experience of John DeWitt %o cops vith Shese dangers.
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(S168ED) Jomy J. MoCLOY

Honorable ¥illiea ' T Sm———
United States Circuit Court of Appeals
Nigth Judicial Circuit

Post Office Building, Sen Framcisco

P.8. 1 have sent a copy of this letter to Harry Hopkina, r. Stimson,

Jia Yorrestal and Welles,




