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Statement In Support of Amendment No. 423
to the Defense Procurement Bill

By U. S. Senator Hiram L. Fong 
In the Senate 
September 23, 1971

Mr. President, I rise to support Amendment No. 423 to 

the Defense Procurement Bill. This amendment, which is sponsored 

by the Chairman of the Africa Affairs Subcommittee of the Foreign 

Relations Committee, Senator Gale McGee; and the Junior Senator 

from Massachusetts, Senator Edward Brooke, is designed to delete 

section 503 of the Military Procurement Bill.

I strongly believe that Section 503 must be deleted from 

the bill. Enactment of it would amend the President’s powers under 

the United Nations Participation Act in a way that he could not pro­

hibit imports of critical and strategic materials from any non-Com­

munist nation as long as the importation of the same materials from 

Communis t-dominated nations is not prohibited by law. This means 

that, under present circumstances, Section 503 would have the effect 

of allowing imports of chrome ore from Rhodesia since imports from 

Russia amounted to over 50 per cent in 1970. Enactment of Section 

503 would result in the United States unilaterally breaking the United 

Nations embargo which was imposed against Rhodesia in 1966 and

importing chrome ore from that area.
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Mr. President, I support the amendment that is before us 

for the following reasons:

------ The Office of Emergency Preparedness determined on 

June 1, 1971, that there is now in existence an excess of stockpile 

requirements of approximately 2, 250, 000 tons of chrome ore. In 

other words, the United States is not being confronted by a serious 

or dangerous shortage of chrome ore for strategic defense purposes.

------ Section 503 would take away from the President a por­

tion of his authority -- given to him by Congress in the United Nations 

Participation Act of 1945 --to speak for our country when there is a 

question of complying with a mandatory U. N. Security Council reso­

lution.

------Approval of Section 503 would represent the first time 

that any nation, adhering to U. N. sanctions against Rhodesia, had 

taken formal action to openly violate its obligations regarding this 

program which is sanctioned and supported by the United Nations.

------ With the crucial votes that are coming up in the United 

Nations regarding the China issue, the United States cannot afford to 

offend the countries of Africa which have almost one third of the U. N.

membership vote.
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------ We have supported and continue to support the efforts 

of the British Government to reach some form of agreement with the 

Ian Smith Government to provide concrete assurances of clear and 

steady progress toward eventual majority rule.

Mr. President, since a negotiated settlement of the Rhode­

sian problem has been the goal of our policy, I was very happy to read 

in yesterday’s Washington Post that a possible breakthrough in these 

difficult and delicate talks may be just around the corner.

Ever since Rhodesia illegally declared its independence, 

we have recognized the responsibility of arriving at a settlement of 

the problem as a British responsibility. With many other nations we 

have supported the U. N. sanctions, and we must never forget that 

they were undertaken only after Britain found herself unable to deal 

satisfactorily with the problem on her own. Our role has been and 

remains only a supporting one --in support of Britain’s efforts to 

find, with the Rhodesians, a formula permitting legitimate Rhodesian 

independence and acceptance into the community of nations.

The British Government and Rhodesian officials are actively 

engaged in another effort to settle this longstanding dispute, and nothing 

could be more ill-advised than for us at this critical moment to take 

some kind of unilateral action of our own. Section 503 of the Military
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Procurement Authorization Bill would be just that - -an unneeded 

and inappropriate action whose only immediate effect would be to 

confuse the situation and, because it represents a step away from 

our past adherence to sanctions by the United Nations, weaken the 

hand of the British Government at the negotiating table.

Because there is no urgent need to restore our access to 

Rhodesian chrome ore, and because the measure would constitute a 

violation of our commitments to abide by sanctions of the U. N. and 

constitute a major step backward in our relations with Africa, I oppose 

this measure.

But, even if it had merit, now is clearly not the time to 

consider it. We have since 1966 abided by this U. N. sanction. Now 

that prospects for a solution are better than they have been for nearly 

three years, we should not do anything to damage those prospects. 

That, clearly, is what Section 503 would do.

I recommend most strongly that my colleagues join Senators 

McGee and Brooke in opposing this ill-timed and ill-advised measure.

oOo



Statement In Support of Amendment No. 423 
to the Defense Procurement Bill

By U. S. Senator Hiram L. Fong 
In the Senate 
September 23, 1971

Mr. President, I rise to support Amendment No. 423 to 

the Defense Procurement Bill. This amendment, which is sponsored 

by the Chairman of the Africa Affairs Subcommittee of the Foreign 

Relations Committee, Senator Gale McGee; and the Junior Senator 

from Massachusetts, Senator Edward Brooke, is designed to delete 

section 503 of the Military Procurement Bill.

I strongly believe that Section 503 must be deleted from 

the bill. Enactment of it would amend the President’s powers under 

the United Nations Participation Act in a way that he could not prohibit 

imports of critical and strategic materials from any non-Communist 

nation as long as the importation of the same materials from Communist 

dominated nations is not prohibited by law. This means that, under 

present circumstances, Section 503 would have the effect of allowing 

Imports of chrome ore from Rhodesia since imports from Russia 

amounted to over 50 per cent in 1970. Enactment of Section 503 would 

result in the United States unilaterally breaking the United Nations 

embargo which was imposed against Rhodesia in 1966 and importing

chrome ore from that area.



- 2 -

Mr. President, I support the amendment that is before us 
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---- The Office of Emergency Preparedness determined on

June 1, 1971, that there is now in existence an excess of stockpile 

requirements of approximately 2,250,000 tons of chrome ore. In 

other words, the United States is notv being confronted by a serious 
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tion of his authority -- given to him by Congress in the United Nations 
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------ Approval of Section 503 would represent the first time 
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------ We have supported and continue to support the efforts 

of the British Government to reach some form of agreement with the 

Ian Smith Government to provide concrete assurances of clear and 

steady progress toward eventual majority rule.

Mr. President, since a negotiated settlement of the Rhodesian 

problem has been the goal of our policy, I was very happy to read in Ws 

morning's Washington Post that a possible breakthrough in these difficult 

and delicate talks may be just around the corner.

Ever since Rhodesia illegally declared its independence, we 

have recognized the responsibility of arriving at a settlement of the 

problem as a British responsibility. With many other nations we have 

supported the U. N. sanctions, bet we must never forget that they were 

undertaken only after Britain found herself unable to deal satisfactorily 

with the problem on her own. Our role has been and remains only a 

supporting one --in support of Britain’s efforts to find, with the 

Rhodesians, a formula permitting legitimate Rhodesian independence 

and acceptance into the community of nations.

The British Government and Rhodesian officials are actively 

engaged in another effort to settle this longstanding dispute, and nothing 

could be more ill-advised than for us at this critical moment to take

some kind of unilateral action of our own. Sec. 503 of the Military
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Procurement Authorization Bill would be just that •• an unneeded and 

inappropriate action whose only immediate effect would be to confuse 

the situation and, because it represents < step away from our past 

adherence to sanctions^ weaken the hand of the British Government

at the negotiating table.

Because there is no urgent need to restore our access to

Rhodesian chrome ore, and because the measure would constitute a

violation of our trusty commitments^an^ a rfiajor -step backward in our

relations with Africa, I oppose this measure.

But, even if it had merit, now is pearly not the time to 

consider it. We havefor-years hoped for a ablution to^the Rhodesian

impasse. Now that prospects for such a solutionbetter than they 

have been fee ceaxlythf tff^ears, we should under no circumstances 
do anything ^atsoever that could damage those prospects. That,

clearly, is twhat Section 503 would do.

I recommend most strongly that my colleagues join Senators

McGee and Brooke in opposing this ill-timed and ill-advised measure.
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