Teno on new health regs:

‘Workers must
not bear costs

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
EMPLOYEES should be spared
the additional expenses resulting
from the implementation of new
regulations on pre-employment
health screening, Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio said yesterday.

“I think that it is important that
they (employers) bearthe expense
of the (health screening) because
as health is more important than
money,” said Tenorio.

“I believe that the employer
should bear all the costs.”

Employers have recently aired
concerns that the new health regu-
lations recently promulgated by
the Department of Public Health
are “burdensome and costly.”

Some employers are even re-
portedly looking at passing some
of the added costs to the workers.
Yesterday, however, business
leader Joe Ayuyu said the new
regirements are acceptable but that

Benjamin T. Manglona
By Zaldy Dandan
Variety News Staff
ROTA HEALTH center’snurses
have yet to be paid their salaries,
the island’s Mayor Benjamin T.

37,600 labor permits in ’C
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‘ - Manglona

Pedro P. Tenorio

the fee should be lowered. (See
related story)

The new regulation directs
newly-arrived employees to un-
dergo health screening within 10
days, a provision employers find
redundant as these workers have
supposedly undergone medical
checks in their country of origin.

Health officials have however

Mang]ona said yesterday.

“*We still owe their manpower
agency $111,000,” he said, but
added that the agency may have
already paid the nurses partially.

At the same time, the mayor
said the nurses will be included
in the government’s payroll be-
ginning April.

Still, he said, the financial con-
dition of Rota’s municipal gov-
ermnment remains critical,

“We still need a permanent
doctor,” Manglona said. “At the
Rotaoffice of Public Works, only
$300are left for their fuel needs.”

With the delivery of essential
public services at stake, the

Continued on page 19
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maintained that medical certifi-
cates, in most cases, are not reli-
able as such documents can be
forged.

Government has issued amend-
ments tohealth screening regula-
tions, which took effect last Feb.
25, after the Center for Disease
Control confirmed that the rate
of tuberculosis in the islands has
doubled last year.

The amendments are meant to
contain tuberculosis, AIDS and
sexually-transmitted diseases.

Under the amendments, a
sealed envelope bearing results
of a worker’s health tests will be
forwarded by the employer from
the private clinic which con-
ducted it, to the Department of
Labor and Immigration’s Public
Health Liaison Office.

There, the employer will be
asked to pay $20 for documenta-
tion prior to the issuance of a

Contin‘d on page 19
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! REPRESENTATIVE Karl T.

.- Reyesis proposingthattax rates

~ for fuel and cigarettes be kept
at 15 cents per gallon and 50
cents per pack, respectively.

Reyes’ proposal is contained

in House Bill 11-103 which
seeks to eliminate the sunset
provision in Public Law 9-22,
which had raised the taxes on
fuel from 10 cents to 15 cents;

: Q and cigarettes from 15 cents to
50 cents. The saxd provision

Business: New regs OK,
but fees should be lower

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Stalf
SAIPAN Chamber of Com-
merce president Joe C. Ayuyu
yesterday said the business com-
munity. is supporting the new
nonresident workers’ health
screening regulation provided
the fee is lowered at a reason-
able level.

Ayuyu, who met with Gov.
Pedro P. Tenorio and several
health officials Monday, said the
business community’sonlycon-
cermn when itobjected to the new
health screening regulation was
the additional cost, which he
said was “way too high.”

“The cost is our only concern.
After the meeting, we were all
enlightened about the magnitude
of the problem. There are many
sick people coming to the
CNML,” he told Variety.

He added that both the gov-
ernment and business sector rep-
resentatives agreed that the esti-
mated $150 additional expenses
for employers of nonresident
workers is not very reasonable.

Ayuyu said the business sec-
tor is proposing that the amount
be lowered to $50 to be col-
lected by the Commonwealth

state that the “new” rates would
be effective only for three years
after the passage of the Act, after
which the ratesrevertto the previ-
ous levels.

The three-year sunset provi-
sions have lapsed, and the ciga-
rette and gas taxes are back to the
level priorto enactment of PL-22.

Reyes, chairman of the House
ways and means committee, noted
that his proposal to hold the 15
cents per gallon fuel tax is*“closer”
to the recommendation made by

Contlnued on page 19

Health Center and the accred-
ited private medical service pro-
vider that would do the screen-
ing.

“We support that everybody
mustbe screened. We all agreed
that $50 is more reasonable for
the business community to live
with,” he said, adding that pub-
lichealth is worth the additional
expense.

Local health officials have re-
ported an alarming increase of
communicable diseases in the
Northern Mariana Islands. Re-
ports claimed cases of tubercu-
losis, HIV infection, and other
sexually-transmitted diseases on
the island have reached alarm-
ing levels.

“We need to protect the com-
munity but we alsohave to make
sure the business sector will be
able to afford the additional ex-
pense,” Ayuyu said.

Heexplained that medical ser-
vice providers will still be able
to make profits if the screening
rate would be lowered to $50.
He lauded how the CNMI gov-
ernment has always been sensi-
tive to the business community’s
concerns.

Continued on page 19

; rates on liquid fuel c1garettes

A TOTAL of 37,600 out of the
42,500 applicants were issued
nonresident workers permits in
the last fiscal year, preliminary
records at the Department of La-
bor and Immigration show.
Filipinos still comprise the butk
of the permit issuances, which
numbered 18,121, followed by
Chinese nationals, 15,440 of
which were able to given permits,

Documentation System (LIIDS).
Bangladeshis accounted for 943
of the permits issued; Japanese
nationals, 889 and Koreans 878.
There were also 235 Nepalese
workers and 688 Thai nationals
who were- given entry permits.
Meanwhile, LIIDS datashowed
that Filipino workers dominate
almost allof the Commonwealth’s
Continued on page 19

SUNSET. The best things in life are free--such as the sunset, so this
couple say. Photo taken at Quartermaster Beachfront. pnot by Mar-vic ¢. Munar
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By TOM RAUM
WASHINGTON (AP)-The
White House insisted that U.S.
forces would remain poised near
Iraq for the foreseeable future
while calls increased in Congress
for more forceful efforts to re-
move Saddam Hussein from
power.

“We will remain skeptical until
we see full implementation of the
agreement as it’s been reached.
And we will keep a significant
force deployed in that region in
the interim,” White House spokes-
man Mike McCurry said Mon-
day.

U.S. Senate Republican leader
Trent Lott, meanwhile, said he

tE )

Members of the United Nations Security Council raise their hands Monday night during a unanimous vote
in favor of a resolution warning Iraq of “severest consequences” if it violates an arms inspection deal. ap

would back legislation stating that
Saddam should be tried as a war
criminal and would support in-
creased sanctions, money for a
Radio Free Iraq and covert action
to bring down the Iraqi president.

“Containment doesn’t seem to
get what we want,” Lott told re-
porters.

Lott also denied he intended to
snub U.N. Secretary General Kofi
Annan by declining to meet with
him. He cited a busy schedule.

Annan canceled a trip to Wash-
ington planned for Tuesday, say-
ing he needed to remain close to
U.N. headquarters while the Se-
curity Council discussed the ac-
cord he reached with Iraq late last

month, but an aide said part of the
reason was criticism by leading
congressional Republicans of the
deal, which averted U.S.-led air
strikes.

Lott said Annan had requested
a meeting to discuss payment of
back U.S. dues to the United Na-
tions, not to talk about the Iragi
crisis. “'I've met with him before,
and I expect to meet with him in
the future,” he said.

Still, the incident served tohigh-
light the sentiment expressed by
many Republicans in Congress
that Annan had made too many
concessions to Saddam in the
agreement.

Meanwhile, an exiled Iraqi op-

PIZZA HUT" ?

BIG pizZA QUESTION

Do you get more for your money at BOBBY CADILLACS or at

BOBBY CADILLACS Iatge thin ctuet pizza ie about 16”, Pizza Hut is about 14"
(According to theit most recent menu). That'e about 30% more at BOBBY CADILLACS.

BOBBY CADILLACS gjves you'a FREE 14" thin crust one-topping pizza
with each large 16" pizza you purchace. Thig ic a good Deall
And it's a good Deal every day, year around

BOBBY CADILLACS price for a three-topping thin crust pizza ie $1€.95.
Pizza Hut’s" price for a three topping thin cruet pizza ic $20.99.

Pizza Hut is a registered trademark of Pizza Hut, Inc.

Iraq deal

position leader, Ahmad Chalabi,
urged Congress to provide “overt
U.S. support, not covert U.S. ac-
tion,” including arms and air
cover.

“Saddam is the problem. He
can never be part of any solu-
tion,” said Chalabi, who leads the
Iragi National Congress, an um-
brella group in London that seeks
to unite the numerous anti-
Saddam groups.

Chalabi testified at a hearing of
the Senate Foreign Relations Near
East subcommittee called by
Chairman Sam Brownback to
consider whether Saddam could
be overthrown.

“Given the past failures of the
opposition (to oust Saddam) and

the unwillingness of U.S. offi-
cialstoback themup, isitrealistic
to supportany opposition group?”’
Brownback asked _ without pro-
viding an answer.

Brownback also criticized
Annan’srole, saying, “The secre-
tary general’s agreement with Iraq
has generated a lot of criticism _
most of it well-deserved.”

Another witness before the Sen-
ate panel, former CIA Director
James Woolsey, blamed both the
Bushand Clinton administrations
fora“flaccid and feckless” policy

Continued on page 20

By ROBERT H. REID
UNITED NATIONS (AP)~The
Security Council unanimously en-
dorsed U.N. chief Kofi Annan’s
deal to open Iraq’s presidential pal-
aces to U.N. arms inspectors and
warnedof “‘severestoonsequences”
if Baghdad breaks the accord.

Annan, appearing before the 15-
member council, said Monday that
it was now up to the Iragis to com-
ply “withwhatthey have signedon
paper.”

“Whether the threat to intema-
tional peace and security has been
averted for all time is now in the
hands of the Iraqi leadership,” the
U.N. secretary-general said.

council’s action, also saying it is
now up toIraq “to tum the commit-
ment it has made into full compli-
m"’

“Tonight’s unanimous vote of
the United Nations Security Coun-
cil sends the clearest possible mes-
sage: Traq must make good on its
commitment to give the intema-
tional weapons inspectors immedi-
ate, unconditional and unrestricted

Congress eyes options
for removing Saddam

President Bill Clinton hailed the -

sisted “that there must not be any

Saddam Hussein
accesstoany suspectsite, anyplace,
any time,” he said in a statement.

U.S. Ambassador Bill
Richardson said the vote was a
victory for the United States.

But the unanimous vote came
only after several council members
insisted on guarantees that it wonld
not give automatic approval for a
military attack-if Iraq breaks the
accord. ‘

China’s U.N. ambassador, Qin
Huasun, noted that Beijing had in-

. Continued on page 20

Lawyer: Lewinsky was briefly '
alone with Clinton in Oval Office

Bill Clinton

Monica Lewinsky

By JOHN SOLOMON
WASHINGTON (AP) —Monica
Lewinsky’s lawyer said he believes
his client was alone with President
Bill Clinton in the Oval Office a
couple of times but the visits were
briefand others were workingnearby.

‘Being alone doesn’t mean they
hadarelationship,” William Ginsburg
said.

His comments marked the first
time Ginsburg has described Ms.
Lewinsky s visits since it waslearned
last month that the former White
House volunteer was cleared into the
executive mansion three dozen times
after she left for a Pentagon job in
1996.

In a hint of a possible defense
strategy, Ginsburg is beginning to
suggestwhat Ms. Lewinsky, whohas
remained silent, might say if com-
pelled to tell herstory toaU.S. grand
Jury.

An independent prosecutor is in-
vestigatingclaimsthatMs. Lewinsky
hadasexual relationshipwithClinton
and the president tried to cover it up.

Ginsburgsaidhervisitstothe White
House were mostly work-related and
to visit people other than Clinton, but
on a couple of occasions she was
briefly alone with the president. He
said there was notenough privacy or
time for any “salacious event” to
occur.

“Secret Service agents or officers
were posted at the door and people
were working in the proximity at all
times,” Ginsburg said in an inter-
view.

Ginsburg said the comments were
based on his own investigation, not
what his client may have told him.

Meanwhile Monday, a U.S. judge

Continued on page 20
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Teno keen on g

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE ADMINISTRATION is in-
clined towards supporting legis-
lation granting amnesty to the
CNMI’s estimated 5,000 to
15,000 illegal aliens.

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio yester-
day said he favors such legisla-
tion, adding that illegal aliens
should be given an opportunity to
be repatriated or to seek lawful
employment.

The governor, however, reiter-
ated his administration’s commit-
ment to find ways of reducing the

CNMTI’s dependence on alien
workers, whonow comprise more
than half of the commonwealth’s
population.

At the same time, Tenorio said
the Department of Labor and Im-
migration (DOLI) has came out
with a memorandum restricting
the entry of alien workers from
Bangladesh.

Assistant Attorney General
Robert Goldberg yesterday said a
similar memorandum affecting
workers from China is “in the
works.”

Meanwhile, a bill that would

By Rick Alberto
Variety News Staff

Gov. Benjamin T, Manglona,

of 77.

was acting govemor last week.

the Rota municipal council.

State funeral today for
Prudencio M. Manglona

THECNMI today will accord state honors, including a 15-gun salute, to the
late Prudencio Mendiola Manglona, father of Rota Mayor and former Lt.

Thelate Manglona, whoisalsothe fatherof formerRotaMayorPrudencio
T. Manglona, will be buried on Rota.

Manglona died last Feb. 23 at the age of 94.

He was a simple man, taking odd jobs as acarpenter, gardener foreman,
painter forernan, and agricultural foreman.

He was an agricultural extension agent when he retired in 1980 at the age

All govemment department heads have beenrequested to attend the state
memorial service at the Round House at 1:30 p.m.

At the heads’ discretion, employees may also be granted administrative
leave to enable them to attend the service, the Office of the Governor said
inamemorandumdated Feb. 27 andsigned by Lt. Gov. JesusR. Sablan, who

Cabinet members were instructed to wear dark trousers, white shirt and
tie for men and dark dress for women.

Manglonainterspersed hisprivate jobs withseveral government positions
including thatof aprecinctrepresentative for district 2 (Tatachog), adelegate
to the Micronesian Assembly Council, amember of the Homestead Review
Board, a member of the Land Registration Team (Rota), and a member of

He also served during the Naval Administration, Trust Territory Govern-
ment and the Commonwealth Government “with distinction,” according to
an executive proclamation honoring Manglona.

“He will be remembered for the many contributions he made to his
community,” the proclamation stated.

TB-stricken worker stopped
at airport, faces deportation

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
A TUBERCULOSIS-stricken non-
resident worker was arrested Mon-
day night at the Saipan International
Airport while reportedly on her way
to leave the island.

The reason: A deportation order
has been issued against her.

Theorderbarsthirty year-old Ming
Hua Jin from entering CNMI again
over the next five years.

Jinwhowasemployed by the Sako
Garments Corp., is now under qua-
antine at the Commonwealth Health
Center pending her “official” exit.

She ran away late last month after
learning that her employer, as ad-
vised by authorities, has bought a
plane ticket for her repatriation to
China.

The Department of Labor and Im-
migration has since put out a public
noticeonherbuthad apparently failed
tolocateheruntilshe showedupatthe
airport.

It was not immediately made clear
whetherJin’s plane ticket was theone
bought by her employer.

Linn Asper, head of DOLI's Ad-
ministrative Hearing Office, in an

Ming Hua Jin

Administrative Order issued Mon-
day, hasreferredJinto DOLI'simmi-
gration division explaining that, after
being diagnosed with TB, the worker
“no longer has an employment or
residence status that allows her to
remain in the Commonwealth.”

“For failure to comply with the
CHC medical treatment require-
ments... (Jin) is referred to the Divi-
sion of Immigration fordeportation,”
Asper’s order further read.

“Upon notice from the Division of
Immigration that... (Jin) has been lo-

Continued on page 20

provide a six-month immunity
period for illegal aliens has been
filed in the House of Representa-
tives.

Introduced by Rep. Manuel T.
Tenorio (R-Prec. |, Saipan),
House Bill 11-76 would allow
illegal aliens who avail of the
immunity period to be “forever

immune” from all prosecution

The illegal aliens could also be
issued a temporary work permit
of up to three months, during
which he could seek a permanent
job.

The bill states that if the alien
wishes to be repatriated, DOLI
would assist him to obtain money

esty bill

for the air fare.

Under the bill, DOLI has to
provide assistance to the alien or
any of his family members who
want to be repatriated.

Those who seek immunity
would also be assisted by DOLI
to seek sources of humanitarian
relief.

APIL conference rescheduled

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
THE ASSOCIATION of Pacific
Island Legislators (APIL) has re-
scheduled its annual conference,
the maiden event to be held at the
yet-to-be completed Tinian Dy-
nasty Resort and Casino, House
Floor Leader Ana S. Teregeyo
has announced.

The conference, originally
scheduled for April 29-May 2,
has been moved to May 25-29.

“The new dates will ensure that
the Resort will be completely fin-
ished and ready for occupancy,”
Teregeyo said in 2 memorandum
to members of the House of Rep-
resentatives.

Teregeyo, APIL treasurer, said
she and APIL president, Guam
Sen. Carlotta Leon Guerrero, met
with Dynasty’s management
*“to see firsthand the Dynasty and
its multi-function rooms and guest
rooms,”

Teregeyo, in an earlier inter-
view, said APIL members have

Carlotta Leon Guerrero

agreed to hold this year’s confer-
ence on Tinian to “watch” the
burgeoning casino industry in the
island, and to study how this
development would affect the
economies in their respective
islands. Casino industry is
among the APIL’s agenda.
APIL is composed of legis-
lators from various Pacific is-
lands states including the
CNMI, Guam, Palau, Marshall

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
A NEW air cargo company will be
flying Saipan routes next month, a
developmentseen toboost shipping
industry in the Northern Marianas
and the rest of Micronesia. .

The air cargo company, Asia Pa-
cific Airlines, is proposing to fly
several routes in the Micronesia,
including Saipan, next month, ac-
cordingtothe CommonwealthPorts
Authority [CPA]

Ports executive director Carlos
Salas said the air cargo fum ex-
pressed intentions to transport mail
and cargoes to different islands in
the Pacific including Honolulu,
Pohnpet, Saipan and Guam.

Salas said the cargo company
will also deal with the shipment of
fresh fish and other agricultural
products from and to different is-
lands in Micronesia and in Hawaii.

“Thisisawelcome development.
We are supportingsuchservices...we
always entice companies to fly and
serve the Commonwealth. Wehave
all the reason to welcome such a
development,” Salas told Variety.

Asia Pacific Airlines, which is
based out of Guam, has proposed to
start flying Honolulu-Pohnpei-
Saipan-Guam roundtrip route on
April 15.

Salas said the company is also
looking at expanding its cargo ser-
vices to Solomon Islands, Indone-
sia and the Philippines, and eventu-
ally expand to the United States
mainland.

He added that the company is

New cargo airline firm
flies Saipan next month

‘informal proposal to fly the ser-

now in the process of securing the
approval of the Department of

Transportation {DOT].

The air cargo firm is looking at
the possibilities of stopping in
Majuro as part of its route. '

US Postal Service officials in
Hawaii are lobbying with the US
military to provide increased cargo
space on military aircraft for civil-
ian mail to the Marshall Islands.

Earlier, Marianas Airline pro-
posed tolaunchitsfirst flight by the
third week of March, flying Saipan-

Tinian route, in time for the grand
openingofthe Tinian Dynasty Hotel
and Casino this month.

Tinian is fast becoming the hub
of casino resorts in the Pacific re-
gion, with the expected rise of an-
othermulti-millioncasinocomplex
on the island.

Salas said Marianas Airhas writ-
ten CPA, adding that agency is
currently working outlogistics with
Tinian airport. He said the new
carrier, which will use a Cesna
aircraft model, is seriously taking
its third week of March schedule.

A New Zealand-based airline
company has also expressed inten-
tionstoprovideairservice toGuam-
Saipan-Guam routes, though the
CPA is yet to receive formal pro-
posal.

Salas saidexecutives of Coral
International, who visited the
Northern Marianas during the
inauguration rites of the new
CNMI administration, made an

vice routes.

Ana S. Teregeyo

Islands, Federated States of
Micronesia, and Nauru.

Also to be discussed are is-
sues involving fisheries, juvenile
delinquency and domestic vio-
lence.

May 25 and 26 is the schedule
for Board of Directors” meeting.

The actual conference starts
on May 27 during which the
APIL Webpage will be

launched.
Store near CK

cemetery robbed

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
ONE OF two persons reportedly

sprayed pepper mace on a couple
during a robbery pulled off at a store
behind the Chalan Kanoa Cemetery
Monday night.

The suspects, described as 4 man
and a woman, carted away an esti-
mated $6,804 in cash and checks,
according to public safety informa-
tion officer Maj. J. J. Castro.

Castro said the robbery happened
when GZL Store was abouttoclose at
9:3] p.m.

Initial investigations showed that

prior o the incident, Chun Gu, 47,

owner of GZ1. Store, went out of the
establishment to throw the tash.

Gu, however, went back 1o the
store because he saw the suspects
standing near their car.

The suspects then entered the store
and asked for a pack of cigarets.
When Gu asked for payment, the
male suspect pulled 2 pepper mace
from his pocket and sprayed it at the
businessman’s face.

The suspect then turned o Gu's
wile, Yang Ming, 35, andsprayed the
mace at her. Ming, however, was not
really hurt because she was wewing

cyeglasses at the time.

The female suspect grabbed abag
near the cashier’s counter before she
and companion fled on foot, police
said.

Bothsuspects were reportediy clad
in black jacket. Police we following
up the case.
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Smokers’ Manifesto

SMOKERS of the world, unite. You have nothing to lose but your. . . uh
... well, your lungs.

It’s your choice, right?

Iregret that 1smoke, but I'm tired of ducking. And before 1lightup my
next stick, let me attempt to light up the minds of the anti-smoking zealots.

Mr. Derry Noisom’'s letter to editor on Feb. 20 had stirred alittle debate
onthispage. He is suggesting either atotal ban on smoking or an imposition

~of $3 per-pack tax. He wonders why he gets no response from the
lawmakers. Two other letters to the editor, published Feb. 25, should have
provided an answer. It’s simply impossible, they said.

I'm afraid any crusade for a smokeless society is doomed like Karl
Marx’s classless society. Any concept thatreeks of fascism won’tsucceed.
I've learned enough about the history of the habit to know that legislating
an anti-smoking law is even harder than quitting.

America’s population, like the CNMI’s, is divided among Republicans,
Democrats, smokers and nonsmokers. (Oh, betelnut chewers? That’sright,
but that’s for another column.) If an anti-smoking bill is filed in the
Legislature, it would certainly open an ad infinitum debate that would eat
up the lawmakers’ time and efforts, which should instead be focused on
more important undertakings.

Consider the fact that smoking is a sensitive issue that touches not only
health, but economics and basic rights guaranteed by the Constitution.
And I mean, the nonsmokers’ rights to enjoy “invisible™ air, as well as the
smokers’ rights to indulge in their own hedonistic pursuit without being
labeled as “lawbreakers.” C mon, this is part of America which boasts of
being the cradle of freedom and democracy.

Califomia had realized how hard it was to deal with this issue. At the
stroke of midnight on New Year's eve, smokers all over California puffed
their lungs off in open defiance of the smoking ban that would have made
thousands of Californians criminals. Barely 28 days after the impossible

ban took effect last Jan. 1, the California Assembly voted 42-24 to lift it.

In the Philippines, when the Quezon City government imposed a ban on
smoking in public places, it did nothing but open another room for
corruption.

Taxing manufacturers, and smokers for that matter, is no guarantee for
quitting. When the Big Tobacco offered the US government the sum of
$368.5billion in settlement of alawsuit, almost every dollar was earmarked
for the government. Nothing was promised for the rehabilitation of the
tobacco-sick. Smokers were guaranteed nothing except the chance to
finance the corporate tobacco’s largess through higher prices.

What about the idea of prohibitting the manufacture and sale of tobacco
and cigarettes? Let’s see if that won’t contribute to the growth of the Mafia.

THE SECOND-hand smoke alarm rang by the Environmental Protection
Agency is hyperbole, and no less than the largest US case-control study
found that the EPA’s conclusion was based on bogus science. EPA’s 1993
report, which claimed that 3,000 nonsmokers die each year from lung
cancer, was founded on “spousal smoking.” Respondents were women
married to smokers.

The Congressional Research Service found that the surveys didn’t gather
adequate data about other factors that might bias the results such as diet or
income of the respondents.

The CRS study sponsored by the National Cancer Institute even found
that there is no increased risk for overall exposure to spousal
smoking. "The statistical evidence,” the CRS’s May 1994 report
says, “does not support a conclusion that there are substantial
health effects of passive smoking.”

But whether EPA’s claim is true or not, we are intimidated by the
thought that we may be harming other people. Being intimidated
is in itself a big punishment. It’s an absolute torture when non-
smokers give us adagger look, and flap their hands in front of their
faces. We envy nonsmokers. We envy successful quiters.

The government has its own policy on smoking which seems to be
working good enough. Those who smoke burn their lungs outside the
government buildings. Hotels and restaurants designate smoking and
nonsmoking sections. Smoking is not allowed in Saipan stores, and
smokers comply without resistance. We don’t want to be politically
incorrect. We compromise. What else do you want?

A total ban ? That’s scary.

[ tricd to quit a thousand times. It wasn't casy. Eventually, I decided to
quit. .. quitting. Pathetically, my life has only three components: books,
journalism, and Marlboro Lights. '

I smoke, therefore I am.

[ admit that is absolutely pathetic. But I would be willing to light up a
little less if the anti-smoking nazis would lighten up a little more.

Puuuuffffff.
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STARRISAL...

ARE You

<> Letters to the Editor

Two MHS teachers réspond to Népaial’s letter

Dear Editor:

As the advisor of the Marianas High School National
Honor Society, I would like to respond to the letter from
Beth Nepaial printed on Friday’s newspaper regarding
the 1998 Academic Bee Challenge.

Ms. Nepaial stated inher letter that she did not know the
purposeofthe Academic Bee Challenge andsince she did
notdo the research that she so highly values according to
her letter, T would like to shed some light on the subject.

The 1998 Academic Bee Challenge (elementary level)
was a service project completely organized by high
school students, namely the MHS National Honor Soci-
ety. These students, ranging from 10th to 12th graders
wanted todo something for younger students and so they
undertook this event. (This is the third year we have
organized it.)

The event was organized to promote friendly compe-
tition between the elementary school, encourage aca-
demic leaming and establish camaraderie between el-
ementary and high school students.

This was not a “CNMI" event, but a student event.
Although, all schools both public and private, in the
CNMlwere invited, it was not funded ororganized inany
way by PSS or any other private or public agency.

The questionsforthe event were written by high school
students, who secured 6th grade textbooks as a guideline
for the difficulty of the questions. Questions for each
round were selected at random from a long list, so it was
unknown in advance how many questions would be
asked from the four categories: English (Grammar,

Spelling, Literature); Social Studies (History, Geogra-
phy, Current Events and Local Governments); Math-

ematics and Science.

As an educator, I agree that a research type of
bowlwould be very exciting, that students do need
to know how to seek out relevant and correct
information. Ms. Nepaial says “Let’s lead by ex-
ample.” .

I would wholeheartedly support her efforts to
organize this event.

However, from working in the private sector for
18 years, I also feel some of the “trivial” facts, so
named by Ms. Nepaial, are very important even in
this technological era. I love spell check on my
computer, but I would hope that I can still write a
memo and correctly spell “receive.”

Orif writing a sentence, know that the compara-
tive and superlative of good is “better and best” not
“gooder and goodest.”

Computerized cash registers and calculators are
wonderful, but I would hope that [ have learned my
math facts in case of a power outage to give correct
change.

Factslike 1/4equaling .25, or knowing how may
1/4 hamburgers can be made with 12 pounds of
ground beef are still handy when shopping.

The four cardinal directions may be “trivial” but
I have needed directions in may instances when
driving. All of these “trivial” facts were questions
at 1998 Academic Bee Challenge.

Lastly, I was taught by Mrs. Pointer, my govern-
ment teacher, all of the names of the elected
officials who represented me at the local, state and
federal levels in hopes that if we had a question

Continued on page 20

Dear Editor:

This is an open letter to Ms. Beth Nepaial for her
letterentitled “Academic " Trivial” Challenge Bowl.

Ms. Nepaial, I hope that your letter was not truly
entitled “Academic *Trivial” challenge Bowl.

If it was, then you would have not given credit to
all the students, yes students, who prepared for the
event, both as competitors and as planners.

The 4th to 6th graders who competed are all
winners, but so are the high school students who
planned, coordinated and ensured that the competi-
tion was a success.

The Academic Bee challenge is a student - high
school student service activity of the Marianas
High School National Honor Society chapter.

The questions were prepared by the high school
students using their initiative and insight of what
best types of questions can be used to ask the
elementary level students.

If you had been present at the competition, you

would have observed that only three faculty mem-
bers from the high school were present; the NHS
advisor, a judge and the quiz-master.

All others were high school students, who regis-
tered, set up and conducted the event, and 4 suc-
cessful event at that,

Your letter challenged the CNMI to update the
Academic Challenge Bowl.

I believe that your assistance as a teacher and
life-long student will be a great asset in the next
coming years’ Academic Bee Challenge (elemen-
tary level) as an assistance NHS advisor, teacher
coach of a school team, teacher mentor of our high
school students, or community involved member.

We look forward to your help and your presence
ateach and every future Academic Bee Challenge.

DAVID M. BORJA
Teacher
Marianas High School
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5 more vie for PSS post

By Mar-Vic C. Munar
Variely News Staff
FIVE more aspirants have applied

for the position of Commissioner

of Education, bringing to 11 the

total number of applicants jos-

tling for the Public School
System's top post.

Jose Mafnas, special assistant
to the Board of Education, said
the five new applicants beat the
Feb. 7 deadline for filing of appli-
cations.

They are Justo Quitugua, former
PSS Deputy Commissioner; Juan
L. Babauta, principal of Garapan
Elementary School; Roman Delos
Santos, a veteran educator; John
Joyner, former spokesman forex-

Gov. Larry Guerrero; and
Guadalupe Borja Robinson,
former Gov. Froilan C. Tenorio’s
special assistant for youth affairs.

Those who filed applications
earlier were Rita Inos, deputy di-
rector of the Pacific Regional
Educational Laboratory; Alvaro
Santos, former congressman and
former vice president of the North-
ern Marianas College; John““Jack™
Angelo, apprenticeship/trade di-
rector of NMC’s Department of
Continuing and Technical Edu-
cation; Jim Denight, principal of
Marianas High School; Marie
Quintanilla, a special education
teacher assigned at the Children
Developmental Assistance Cen-

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE DEPARTMENT of La-
borand Immigration is seeking
to collect the $596,000 balance
from the Marianas Garment
Manufacturing, Inc. pursuantto
a settlement agreement.

Acting DOLI Secretary Mark
Z. Zachares, through counsel
Assistant Atty. Gen. Robert
Goldberg, said the government
has so far received $400,000
from MGM pursuant to a con-
sent judgement.

These proceeds, Goldberg
said, have been deposited in an
interest-bearing savings ac-
count at the Bank of Saipan.

Goldberg, in DOLY’s report
to the Superior Court,explained
thattodate, there have not been
any disbursements or costs of
administration.

The lawyer said the remain-
ing balance of $596,000 plus
interestisdue onorbefore Sept.
30, 1998.

In 1992 DOLI sued MGM,
Century Insurance Co., Ltd.,
and seven others in connection
with MGM s alleged failure to
comply with the CNMI Non-
resident Workers Actand Wage
Hour Act.

MGM has maintained that the
company “does not abuse or

DOLI seeks $.6M balance
from MGM’s s-ettlemer”l‘f’cw

Robert Goldberg

exploit its workers and never
has.”

The case against Century In-
surance was dropped while the
government and MGM settled
the case and the court signed a
consent judgment.

Following the order,
Goldberg said, MGM has pro-
vided information conceming
the MGM workers at issue.

Goldberg said DOLI has
asked MGM to provide the
workers’ social security num-
bers and the Chinese workers’
identification cards to assist
plaintiffin locating the aliens at
issue.

DOL1is reportedly inthe pro-
cess of working appropriate ef-
forts to locate and distribute the
proceeds of the consent judg-
ment.

ter; and Roger Ludwick, a retired
educator who taught for years at
MHS.

“The boardis giving equal treat-
ment to all applicants,” Mafnas

lication of Rita Inos’ photo on the
Variety’s Friday’s issue.”
Mafnas said BOE’s fiscal and
personnel committee, which
screens applications, is expected

said, explaining that the board
“*had nothing to do with the pub-

to complete the selection process
in two weeks.

Former Commissioner William
Torres vacated the position last
December following the board’s
decision toterminate his contract.
Margaret dela Cruz, deputy commis-
sioner for instruction is temporarily
manning the PSS operations.
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We are open until midnite during weekdays & 3:00 a.m. during weekends
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K'S DIMSUM &
~NOODLE HOUSE

‘Restaurant! g

We Senve: In Susupe (across from Grand Hotel)
CONGEE/RICE

DIMSUM NOODLE SOUPS SOUPS/LUGAW
*Siopao - wanton » Pork ball (bola bola)
*siomai « ravioli * halo halo
squid balls - chicken « chicken ball
«dumplings » beef brisket - sliced beef
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PALIKIR (FSMIS)—FSM
Public Defender Joseph
Phillip has announced the
scheduled 1998-1999 Law
School Admission Tests
(LSAT) and invited those in-
terested in taking the test to
register.

The LSAT will be adminis-
tered once a year in the states
of Chuuk, Kosrae and Yap and
twice a year in Pohnpei.

The first test for 1998 will
be held simultancously at 8:30
a.m. on Sept. 26, 1998 at the
following locations:

» FSM Public Defender Of-

fice in Palikir;

« Micronesian Legal Service
Office in Tofol, Kosrae;

+ FSM Supreme Court in
Weno, Chuuk and

* Yap Supreme Court,
Colonia, Yap.

The test will again be ad-
ministered on December 5 at
the FSM Public Defender Of-
fice in Palikir, Pohnpei.

The test supervisors are
Gene Babauta in .Pohnpei:
Chiefl Justice Constantine
Yinug in Yap: Harry Seymour
in Kosrae and Richard Benson
in Chuuk.

TICKET #

NAME

1st Joe Salas 010642
2nd Lyle Celis 007399
3rd Leticia Castro 016448
4th No Name 011077
5th  Taylor 035118
6th Jovita Almazan 033106
7th TransAsia Garment 033929
8th  Stan lakopo 028004
9th Emma Panlilio 008003
10th Margarita Narrulin 011348

'WOFID MINI DRAWING|

February 28, 1998

| Winners may call the following number as to where you may claim your prize.
322-6942 or 664-5377. between the hours of 7:30 am - 3:30 pm. -

You have 30 days fo claim your prize.

PRIZE

Refrigerator
Television
Radio/Casst.
Radio/Casst.
Radio/Casst.
Easter Basket
Candy Jar
Easter Basket
Candy Jar
Easter Basket

on April 12, 1998.

On behalf of the WOFID (Work Opportunity For Individuals with Disability)
Committee, we would like to thank everyone for your support of this program. Special
thanks to the management and staff of Price Costco for the use of their facilities,
| Gen. Manager of Townhouse for the donation of the television and Ms. Frances
| Demapan of Joeten Motors, for displaying the 1997 Ford Escort which will be raffled
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Nominee to BPL has
pending land case

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE ADMINISTRATION'S
nominee to the Board of Pub-
lic Lands, Pedro M. Atalig,
has a pending land case be-
fore the Superior Court.

The board is an autono-
mous body that has sole au-
thority over the CNMI’s pub-
lic lands.

In June 1996, the Attorney
General’s Office (AGO) filed
a $4 million civil suit against
the then Supreme Court as-
sociate justice and six other
individuals over an alleged
land grab on Rota.

Appointed by the CNMI
Supreme Court to handle the
case, Guam Superior Court
Presiding Judge Alberto C.
Lamorena denied last De-
cember the defendants’ mo-
tion of dismissal.

Atalig, a lawyer for the de-
funct Marianas Public Land

Corp. (MPLC) in the 1980s,
was nominated last week to
represent Rota on the Board
of Public Lands (BPL).

Asked for comment, Gov.
Pedro P. Tenorio yesterday
said he has full confidence in
Lt. Gov. Jesus R. Sablan who,
as acting governor, made the
appointment.

Atalig, the Variety learned,
was recommended by Rota’s
elected officials.

If his nomination is con-
firmed by the Senate, the re-
cently retired associate jus-
tice would serve until Oct. 14,
2001.

Atalig replaces Joaquin T.
Dela Cruz, who was named
resident director of public
works by Rota Mayor Ben-
jamin T. Manglona.

Besides Atalig, BPL’s other
current members are Tomas
Aldan, who is the chair,
Marian Aldan-Pierce, Luis

Limes and Manuel
Villagomez.

The last four are all appoin-
tees of then governor Froilan C.
Tenorio, who was strongly op-
posed to BPL’s creation.

One of Tenorio's first acts
upon assuming office in 1994
was the abolishment of MPLC
for its alleged “highly anoma-
lous transactions.”

In a controversial executive
order, Tenorio “delegated”
MPLC’s functions to the Office
of the Governor and created a
Division of Public Lands (DPL)
under the Department of Lands
and Natural Resources (DLNR).

Saying that Tenorio had
abused his authority over public
lands, the Legislature passed
bills in 1996 and 1997 to rees-
tablish an autonomous board.

Tenorio vetoed both bills,
but in Spring 1997, the Leg-
islature, by a one vote mar-
gin, overrode the veto.
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Water sports operators
feeling economic pinch

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
JOE Tebel, a staff of the Saipan
Jetski, idly waits for customers at
the back of the Diamond Hotel on
a Tuesday moming. It’s a slow
day, but the sad part of it is that it
has become typical since the slow-
down invisitor arrivals hit Saipan
and visitors coming have become
more budget-conscious, as a re-
sult of the economic turmoil grip-
ping Asian economies including,
to a certain extent, Japan.

The Saipan Jetski premisesused
to hum with customers who aver-
aged 20 to 25 daily before the
Asian turmoil in October.

“Now we average only 10
daily. Sometimes we get as
low as six customers,” Saipan
Jetski owner and operator
Clyde Aguon says.

Aguon says not only he feels
the pinch but also the nine
other jetski and banana boat
operators.

Aguon has already laid off
three locals under his employ,
including one jetski instruc-

DT T e

CHRYSLER

CARAVAN

save up to

C0G7300

save up to’

_ $7600.%

$077037

IRPORT | LOCATED ON AIRPORT ROAD NEXT TO THRIFTY CAR RENTAL

Airport Rd.

ﬁm.m |  KEICO

[HERMANS]
Tel. 234-0173 |

tor.

He has retained only twoin-
structors who alternate each
other every day.

When the day is too slow,
Aguon says, they just go fish-
ing and sell their catch.

The competition for the de-
clining customers is such that
a price war has developed.

Tour operators have devised
a low-priced marine leisure
sport package that consists of
jetskiing, banana boat riding,
and snorkeling.

Aguon has priced the pack-
age at $55. All three activi-
ties in the package last for one
and one-half hours.

But other operators have
priced their package as low as
$40 for the same duration.
Some have added a bonus ac-
tivity: trip to the nearby
Managaha island.

The marine sports package
is a child of the tourism slump.

Before, according to Aguon,
they offered only individual
sports and they could hardly
cope with the number of cus-
tomers.

The $55 price is in fact a
real bargain considering the
fact that the individual sports
are priced as follows: snor-
keling—$35/30 mins.;
jetski—$35/30 mins.; and ba-
nana boat—3$25/25 mins. fora
total of $95.

“We try our best to sell the
package. They pay us a little
extra to help out with our daily
expenses,” Aguon says, add-
ing that he would be happy
with getting even just eight
customers a day.

At the same time, he claims
his business is losing.

The parasailing business is
no different.

Josefina Teneda, adminis-
trative assistant for Auto Ma-
rine, Inc., says the number of
customers they’ve got have
declined by half.

“If before we got 50 cus-
tomers in a day, now we get
from 25 to 30,” Teneda says.

Teneda says that the slow-
down in customers started in
October.

She says that because of the
low value of yen against the
dollar, many Japanese tour-
ists have deleted marine sports
activity from their tour bud-
get.

“Now they’re just content
with sunbathing,” she says.

She also says that Japanese
visitors, who used to not
haggle, now ask for discounts.

They also now look for $5
budget meals, she adds.

Evenif business income has
dropped by about 40 percent,
Teneda says they don’t have
any plan of folding up.

“We canstill manage to sur-
vive,” she says.

And so with Saipan Jetski,
which has been in operation for
nine years now,

“I'm not closing down. I'm
hopeful and optimistic,” Aguon
says. "I know things will turn
around. I'll wait alittle bit more.”
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Tenorio ‘wag

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR PedroP. Tenorio yes-
terday wamed employers against
abandoning their employees even as
he vowed to look into reports that
about 60 traders have fled the island
in the past two months, leaving close
to 100 workers behind.

“I believe that the employers have
a responsibility to take care of their
employees,” said Tenorio.

*“They can not just abandon them
because of the economic situation,”
he added.

“T got to look into this.”

Employers found to have aban-
donedtheirworkersmay permanently
be barred from hiring nonresident
workersshould they attempt toputup
business anew when the economy
starts picking up.

Jeffrey Camacho, acting Labor di-
rector, has said the Department of
Labor and Immigration has began
coordinating with the Department of
Commerce inpinningdownincorpo-
rators of firms that have thus far
folded up or have been the subject of

Governor airs concern over abandoned workers’ fate

Pedro P. Tenorio

abandonment complaints.

Independent estimates placed the
number of firms that have closed
down to about 40.

Most of these are tourism-related
enterprises.

Further, records at the DOLI’s
Compliance and Monitoring Section
(CMS)showedthatcloseto 100com-
plaints involving about 200 workers
and some 60 companies have been
filed.

Cop’s lawyer seeks to
avoid ‘trial by ambush’

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
ONE OF 11 police officers charged
for beating a burglary suspect has
sought additional information about
the case from the Attorney General’s
Officeallegedlytoavoid trial by “am
bush.”

John M. Chambers, counse! for
defendant Police Officer Jesse
Concepcion,askedthe SuperiorCourt
toorder AGO to provide them infor-
mation needed to prepare for a de-
fense on charges of assault and bat-
tery and misconduct in public office.

Chamberswantedtoknow thetime
and place that Concepcion allegedly
committed each alleged assault and
battery and the identity of all persons
who witnessed such offense.

The lawyer also inquired what ac-
tions of the officer that caused the
filing of assault and battery charge.

On miscenduct in public office,
Chambers requested to give them
information about the time and place
each alleged act was committed.

The counsel also wanted to know
what action that prompted the filing
of misconduct charge.

Concepcion was among the 11
police officers charged with assault
and battery, and misconductinpublic
office for allegedly beating Francis
Eugenio on Dec. 1, 1997.

The 20-year-old Eugenio was ar-
rested and charged with two other
persons for breaking into Wendy's
Restaurant in Garapan last Nov. 29.
Police Officer 2 Jose Borja Cepeda
who responded to the crime scene
was allegedly injured when Eugenio
struck him on the head with a crow-
bar.

Chambers, in Concepcion’s mo-
tion for bill of particulars filed Mon-
day, said without the information
defendantcannotadequately prepare
for hearing and as a result will be
subject to surprise at trial.

“Indeed without the requested in-
formation, defendantis being subject
to trial by ‘ambush’ on extremely
serious charges which is contrary to

all notions of due process,” Cham-
bers said.

The purpose of a bill of particulars
is to move specifically to define the
charges so that the defendant is ap-
prised of the case with sufficient clar-
ity inordertoallow the opportunity to
prepare a defense and to avoid or
minimize danger of surprise at trial.

A bill of particular is necessary in
order for the defendant to ascertain
the manner in which each alleged
crime was committed.

The figure is more than a two-fold
increase from the estimated average
number of complaints filed during
the same period last year.

Camacho attributed the rise to the

economic slump being experienced
in the Commonwealth as a conse-
quence of the currency devaluations
that rocked most part of the Asian
region late last year.

ANNA’s FASHION sHOP

S’ employers

Painting a grim picture that could
wait for nonresident workers in
the coming months, Camacho said
the mass repatriation of aban-
doned workers will not be far-
fetched “if we can have the re-
sources.”
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The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered contact Latla at 234-6341

CAO near completlon of new canoe pro; ject

By Laila C. Younis

Variety News Staff
THE large red canoe sitting
near the Carolinian Utt in
Garapan will soon find a new
home in the Commonwealth
Museum of Art and History
and the Carolinian Affairs
Office decided to build a new
canoe to replace it.

Master navigator and tradi-
tional leader, Mau Piailug. has
been requested by CAO to
work on a new canoe that will
be on display by the Carolin-
ian Utt, according to CAO
Acting Executive Assistant
Simeone Odoshi.

“We will have to replace the
canoe that is going to the mu-
seum, so we are working on a
new one. Having a traditional
canoe has always been a part

of our program.” said Odoshi.
“We have tried to get young
people involved in the pro-
cess, but they ask why work
so hard on a canoe when you
just buy a motor board or a
fiber glass boat? Itis important
to witness this kind of traditional
knowledge,” he said.

“For the construction of the
canoe, we used all natural meth-
ods. Tt was a learning experience
for me to measure only with the
stemof coconut leaves,” he added.

Piailug also said that he was
willing to share his knowledge
with those interested to learn and
need his services.

“I am waiting for people to
approach me. I am willing to
show how to build a canoe.
For this canoe, it will depend
on CAO on what to do with

0}

it,” said Piailug.

“We will have a special cer-
emony for the canoe and we
will set sail after it is com-
pleted,” he said.

According to CAO staff
member Gene Igisomar, the ca-
noe is mostly made of trunks from
a breadfruit tree and ‘kalaskas’, a
native tree usually used for canoe
construction.

“We started construction last
December and we are now near
completion. It was difficult to
find that right kind of tree, since
breadfruit trees are smaller here,”
he said.

According to Odoshi, CAQ has
a small library of traditional ma-
terials and video documentation
for interested individuals. For
more information, contact CAO
at 233-3343,

THE CNMI Food and Nutrition
Council will be holding its regu-
lar meeting on Wednesday,
March 11 at 1:30 p.m. at the
Continuing Education Room (of
the Cafeteria) at CHC.

CNMI Nutrition Council meeting

The announcement was made
PursuanttoPublicLaw 8-41, Sec-
tion 11.

Included inthe agenda are prelimi-
nary mafters; comespondence (infor-
mation only); and discussion on or-

‘come to attend.

ganizing of the Council, Council
budget for FY 1998, membership
and a possible amendment of the
Council By-laws.

Allinterested persons are wel-

Protege

B2500 truck

Midway Motors
ROTA 532-7524 « SAIPAN 234-7524 - TINIAN 433-0007

MPV Van

DON'T GAMBLE WITH DEATH...DON'T DRINKCAND DRIVE

Master Navigator Mau Piailug works on a rope for the new canoe being

constructed by CAQO yesterday. Photo by Laila C. Younis

Local Pastor chosen as
Hawaii District leader

PASTOR Barbara Grace Ripple
of The Immanuel United Meth-
odist Church in Koblerville was
recently appointed superintendent
of the Hawaii District of the United
Methodist Church, as the church
announced in a news release.

This year Ripple will take over
the position of District Superin-
tendent, overseeing the 39
churches of the district of which
Saipan and Guam are part, each
having one United Methodist
Church.

Reverend Ripple founded the
English-language congregation of
IUMC on Saipanon April 5,1992
and has served as its pastor since
the beginning.

The English-language congre-
gation was chartered as a United
Methodist Church in the Hawaii
District of the California-Pacific
Annual Conference in April, 1995,

Rev. Ripple is a graduate of
California State University,
Northridge (1972) and received
her Master of Divinity degree in
1885 from the Methodist Theo-
logical School in Delaware, Ohio.

She was ordained a deacon in
the East Ohio Conference of the
United Methodist Churchin 1983,
and ordained as an elder in full
membership in 1987.

A former elementary and sec-
ondary school teacher, Rev.
Ripple began serving the church

n 1977 as a Christian educator in
Cuyahoga Falls, Ohio.

In 1981 she was appointed as
the student pastor of Nelson
United Methodist Churchinnorth-
east Ohio. Upon completion of
seminary in 1985, she was ap-
pointed pastor of Epworth United
Methodist Church in Massilion,
Ohio, where she remained until
her marriage to James H. Ripple
in 1991, which necessitated a re-
location to Saipan.

In addition to normal pastoral
duties, Rev. Ripple has contrib-
uted to the community of the
CNMI in many areas.

She was a founding coordina-
tor of the Ayuda Network, Inc. (a
network of social service provid-
ers), the founding chairperson of
the Mental Health Planning Coun-
cil, a member of the Head Start
Advisory Council, a member of
the HIV-AIDS Task Force, a
member of the CJPA Supervisory
Council, a member of the CHC
Ethics Committee, and a member
of the Emergency Food and Shel-
ter Board.

From 1993-1995 she co-lead a
weekly support group for victims
of domestic violence, assisted by
CHC Social Services Director
Lauri Ogumoro. In 1993 Rev.
Ripple began a weekly support
group for survivors of sexual
abuse which continues to meet.

AUTOMATIC

SELLER
MACHINE

Busy schedule? You stil have plenty of
time toplace aclassified ad. Just fax your ad
copy to 234-9271. It's a quick and easy way
to sell your unwanted items for quick cash.

Ityoudon’thave access to a FAXmachine, Cail 234-9797/6341/7578
and a representative will help you place your ad over the phone.

cMarianas %netyq%ws

FAX your ad to

234-9271
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THE CNMI Governor’s Devel-
opment Disabilities Council has
launched its Website which is now
on-line effective last Monday, a
news release said. There will be
two webpages under the Council,
1} GDD Council and 2) Assistive
Technology STRAID webpage.
Both webpages covers infor-
mation about the program, mis-
sion, philosophy, current events,
projects, activities, bylaws, re-

"ports, photographs of assistive

technology equipment, linkages
to federal/non-profit affiliates,
federal grantor and the Northern
Marianas.

Others include information/
photographs of staff & board
members, etc.

The purpose of the site is to

inform local, national and inter-
national site visitors about the
Pacific DD Council and Systems
of Technology-Related Assis-
tance for Individuals with Dis-
abilities (AT Project).

The unique part of the site is its
design accessible to visitors with
disabilities,

For example, the text come in
three different sizes: large, me-
dium and small accessible for in-
dividuals whorequire large print
due to visual impairment,

Most computers today come
with voice read-out from text ac-
cessible for individuals with vi-
sual impairment (individuals who
are legally blind). Individuals in-
terested to visit our Website may
access:

(CDA).

BDC offers women &
entrepreneur seminar

THE Northern Marianas College Business Development
Center (BDC) announced it will sponsor a special workshop
focusing on women entrepreneurs, to be presented by
Kandacc Aksnes, a visiting business consultant from Se-
attle, Washington, where she served as a business adviser
with the Service Corps of Retired Executives (SCORE).
Women interested in starting a new business or improving
their current businesses are invited to participate in this
seminar which will present information to aid participants
in developing business, financial and marketing plans.
Guestspeakers on Saipan will include Lynn Knight, Presi-
dent of Sunset Advertising, and Lydia Sablan, acting Execu-
tive Director of the Commonwealth Development Authority

Knight will offer advertising insights useful to small
businesses, while Sablan will present information on ob-
taining financing from CDA.

The seminar will be held at the Distance Learning Room

- (Building N) on the Northern Marianas College As Terlaje
campus, The workshop will also be presented on Tinian and
kRota on March 12 and 13, respectively.
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AGENDA:

I. ROLL CALL

il. ADOPTION OF AGENDA
lll. CPA BOND ISSUE

IV. ADJOURNMENT

Is{ JUAN S. TENORIO

Commontwealth of the R orthern Mariana Islandg

Commonwealth Development
Wakin’s Bldg.. Gualo Rai, Tel. 234-7145/7146/6293
Saipan, MP 96950

B PUBLIG NOTICE

March 2, 1998

PURSUANT TO PUBLIC LAW 8-41, SECTION 11,
GOVERNOR PEDRO P. TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR
JESUS R. SABLAN, THROUGH THE CDA BOARD OF
DIRECTORS, ARE HEREBY GIVING NOTICE THAT THE
COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (CDA)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS WILL HOLD A SPECIAL MEETING
ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, AT 11:00 A.M. THE MEETING
WILL BE HELD AT THE CDA CONFERENCE ROOM, GUALO

Chairman, CDA Board of Directors

(Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 13(a)(7) and Section
13(c), the Board may vote to meet in executive session).

KEEPCNMILITTERFREE

www.saipan.com/gov/
branches/ddcouncil

To write to the DD Council via
Electronic Mail, please dial:
dd.council@saipan.com

Meanwhile, the Council on
Monday also announced the dis-
tribution of the Children Color-
ing Book to Wendy’s Fast Food
Restaurant. Present toreceive over
100 coloring books was Juanita
Seman, Manager and her Assistant
Manager.

Other restaurants invited and ac-
cepted the books butdidn tattend the
presentation is Kentucky Fried
Chicken and McDonald's.

The books will be included ineach
restaurants’ Kid’s Meal package.

“The purpose of the book is to
raise awareness about children

with disabilitics so they too are to

be respected and included in our

society,” according to Mariano K.
Camacho, Chairperson of the DD
Council.

“Often times children without dis-
abilities don't understand about chil-
dren with disabilities, as aresult, their
attitudes become negative thus make

* funofthemortreatthemdifferently,”

said Thomas J. Camacho, Executive
Directorofthe Governor’'s DDCoun-
cil.

“It’s our hope that the coloring
books which will be obtained by
these children will have funas well as
serve its purpose (awareness) and
also we hope parents/guardians will
teach their children without disabili-
tiesthatthey arenodifferentthan they
are,” Camacho concluded.

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cuitural activities. Should you have a
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered contact Latla at 234-6341

Disabilities Council launches website B

Lab op ens
reglstratlon

THENMC College LabSchoolwishes
to inform the public that it is now
accepting applications for the 1998-99
school year.

The College Lab School provides
classes for children 4-8 years old, from
Early Childhood Education to Third
Grade.

As amodel school for teacher train-
ing,enrollmentis very limited, sointer-
ested parents are asked to pick up an
enrollment packet as soon as possible.
Open registration closes March 13.

The College Lab School office is
located in Building FS-3 in the Joeten
FinaSisuhousing area. For more infor-
mation, callLucy Norita-Bamesat235-
5965.

Taking a break. Chad Jack and Gaylene Castro take a short break after playing near the Ada Gym

Baseball field.

UNITED STATES

USPS

395 OYSTER POINT BLVD., STE. 225
SO SAN FRANCISCO, CA 94099-0300

THIS IS ANOTICE OF INTENT TO PREQUALIFY FIRMS TO CONSTRUCT ANEW POSTAL SERVICE FACILITY

IN SAIPAN. THE USPS-OWNED FACILITY IS APPROXIMATELY 14,815 GROSS SQUARE FEET ON A 50,567
SQUARE FOOT LEASED SITE WITH AN ESTIMATED COST RANGE OF $2,500,000 TO $3,500,000. THERE
1S NO FIXED MECHANIZATION ON THIS PROJECT. PLANNED CONSTRUCTION STARTING DATE IS
AUGUST 1998 WITH A 300 CALENDAR DAY CONSTRUCTION PERIOD. PREQUALIFICATION STATEMENTS
WILL BE EVALUATED BY THE OFFICER'S STAFF. PRIMARY FACTORS THAT WILL BE CONSIDERED AND
ARE OF ALL EQUAL IMPORTANCE, ARE: QUALIFICATIONS FOR THE PROJECT SUPERINTENDENT;
SATISFACTORY COMPLETION OF A MINIMUM OF 3 SIMILAR SIZE PROJECTS WITHIN THE PAST 5 YEARS;
FINANCIAL ABILITY TO COMPLETE THE PROJECT; ABILITY TO BOND THE PROJECT; CAPACITY TO
TAKE ON THE PROJECT. OTHER FACTORS TO BE CONSIDERED WILL INCLUDE: MANAGEMENT PLAN
AND SAFETY PLAN; KNOWLEDGE OF LOCAL AREA; FIRMS FLUENCY IN THE ENGLISH LANGUAGE -
PRINCIPALS, PROJECT MANAGER, SUPERINTENDENT AND OFFICE STAFF. NO FEWER THAN THREE

OF THE MOST HIGHLY QUALIFIED PRIME CONTRACTORS WILL BE PLACED ON THE PREQUALIFIED

CONTRACTORS LIST. IN THE EVENT THE NUMBER OF PREQUALIFIED CONTRACTORS [S NOT

SUFFICIENT TO ENSURE ADEQUATE COMPETITION, THE POSTAL SERVICE RESERVES THE RIGHT TO

PREQUALIFY ADDITIONAL CONTRACTORS WHO WILL BE ELIGIBLE TO RECEIVE THE SOLICITATION.

INTERESTED PRIME CONTRACTORS MAY OBTAIN A PREQUALIFICATION PACKAGE AT NO COST BY

SUBMITTING A WRITTEN REQUEST TO GRACE BATESTING AT THE ABOVE ADDRESS, OR BY FAXING A
REQUEST AT 650/615-7243. THE PREQUALIFICATION PACKAGE WILL BE SENT BY MAIL TO FIRMS THAT
REQUEST IT, IT WILL NOT BE FAXED TO THE FIRMS. PREQUALIFICATION STATEMENTS WILL NOT BE
RETURNED. INTERESTED FIRMS ARE ENCOURAGED TO SUBMIT THEIR PREQUALIFICATION
STATEMENTS VIA U.S. POSTAL SERVICE FIRST CLASS, PRIORITY, OR EXPRESS MAIL.

POSTAL SERVICE

PREQUALIFICATION OF GENERAL CONTRACTORS
FOR THE DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION
OF A NEW POSTAL FACILITY IN SAIPAN
SOLICITATION NO. 052571-98-A-0006
DUE DATE: MARCH 17, 1998

CONTACT: JOHN FRAHER -650/615-7224 or GRACE BATESTING - 650/615-7206
PACIFIC FACILITIES SERVICE OFFICE
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DPS looks into mysterious
disappearance of tourist

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE DEPARTMENT of Pub-
lic Safety is conducting an in-
vestigation into the mysteri-
ous disappearance of a Japa-
nese tourist at the Bird Island
Lookout in Marpi.

DPS Information Officer
Maj. 1. J. Castro said Yuji
Watanabe, of Narita, Japan,
was reported missing since
Sunday.

Initial investigations
showed that Watanabe, who
was among members of a tour

package, rented a Toyota car
with license plate ABH-617
on Sunday.

Watanabe allegedly told an
agent that he wanted to buy a
flashlight because he would
goswimming alone at the For-
bidden Island.

The tour agent allegedly ad-
vised the tourist to instead go
to Micro Beach.

The Diamond Hotel's tour agent
reported to the police that
Watanabe failed to come back
and missed yesterday’s sched-
uled 5 a.m. flight for Narita.

A rent-a-car employee also
called Diamond Hotel inquir-
ing about Watanabe for not re-
turning the vehicle.

Police officers spotted the car
abandoned at Bird Island Look-
out Monday at 2 p.m.

During a search, detectives
found the car’s ignition key in-
side the vehicle which was locked.
The tourist’s bag containing eye-
glasses was found on a cliff’s
edge.

DPS is asking the public for
information on Watanabe’s
whereabouts.

'Full cable TV restoration on Rota soon

By Rick Alberto

Variety News Staff
MORE crewmen will be sent toRota
next Monday to begin the process of
fully restoring the TV cable system
on that island, the Marianas Cable
Vision said yesterday.

MCYV General Manager Joseph
Butterstold the Variety thatthe MCV
willbe sending three more linemento
do the restoration work.

Butters said they have already one
man doing the job there.

Earlier MCV customers on Rota

had complained that they were either
not receiving cable service or the
cableservice they were receiving was
limited to only three channels.

The limited TV reception on Rota
occurred after typhoons Keith and
Paka which struck the CNMI last
Nov. 2 and Dec. 11, respectively.

Rep. Alejo M. MendiolaJr. wrote
Butters last Monday to express the
concerns of his constituents.

Mendiolarequested Butterstosend
one or two additional cable special-
ists to""address this matter and have it

(problematic situation) rectified.”

Mendiola also told Butters that
there are now about 100residents
from the village of Sinapalo who
recently moved into their new
houses in subdivision 2 who want
to be hooked up to the TV cable
line.

Butters said he could not deter-
mine how long the full restoration
work would take place.

“The only thing I can say is that
the (restoration) process will be-
gin (on Monday),” he said.
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any circumstances.

equipments.

Attention is called to Section 3 of the Housing and Community Development Act of 1968 which
requires the provision of training and employment, and the awarding of contract for work on the
project, to low income project area residents and business concerns. NMHC also notifies proposers
that it will affirmatively ensure that, in any contract entered into pursuant to this advertisement,
minority and women's business enterprises will be accorded full opportunity to submit bids in response

to this RFP.

/s/ JUAN S. TENORIO
Chairman of the Board

/s JOHN B. CEPEDA

/s/ HERMAN SABLAN

-, NORTHERN MARIANAS HOUSING GOHPORATION.
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS

The proposer is required to submit with the proposal:
license; 2) updated financial statement; 3) listing of existing and past projects including completion
dates; 4) certification of tax compliance from the Department of Revenue and Taxation; 5) written
confirmation from a reputable bonding firm as to the company’s capability to obtain bond insurance
and performance and payment bond; 6) copy of Builder’s Risk and Workmen's Compensation
coverage; 7) listing of manpower with copies of CNMI-issued work permits; and 8) listing of

Acting Secretary of Public Works

The Board of Directors of the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC), represented by Mr.
Juan S. Tenorio, Chairman, and the Department of Public Works are soliciting sealed proposals for
the Installation of Lighting of the Baseball Field in Tinian, Commonwealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands. Proposals in duplicate, wili be accepted at the NMHC Central Office in Garapan,
Saipan until 2:00 p.m., local time, March 16, 1998, at which time and place all proposals will be
opened and read aloud. Any proposals received after the above time will not be accepted under

A bond of 16% of the total bid price must accompany the proposal. This security may be Certified
Check, Cashier’s Check, or Bid Bond, made payable to the Northern Marianas Housing Corporation.

Plans and Specifications of the project are available from the Technical Services Division, Department
of Public Works, Saipan, on or after February 25, 1998. A non-refundable payment of $150.00 is
required for each set; payment made payable to the NMHC. The Pre-Proposal Conference for this
project will be held at 10:00 a.m., March 10, 1998 at the NMHC Conference Room.

Attention is further called to the Labor Standards Provision for Wage Rate Determination of the
Commonwealth, Classification and Salary Structure Plans, and payment of not less than the minimum
salaries and wages as set forth in the Contract Document, must be paid on this project.

The Government reserves the right to reject any or all proposals and to waive any imperfections in
the said proposals, if in its sole opinion, to do so would be in the government’s best interest. All
proposals shall become the property of the Commonwealth Government.

February 13, 1998

Date

Northern Marianas Housing Corporation

February 17, 1998

February 17, 1998
Acting Director, Procurement & Supply

1) a copy of a current CNMI-issued business

JAL HOUSING
aPPon‘mm‘rY

By Aldwin R. Fajardo
Variety News Staff

cargo.

said.

of flights and connections,
Yamaji.

Japan Airlines, American
Airlines OK code-sharing

A MAIJOR codesharing program on routes between the United
States and Japan have been rached by the two countries’ flag
carriers, the Variety learned yesterday.

The codesharing, reached between Japan Airlines and American
Airlines, will complete a global alliance focused on the Pacific that
already includes a fully reciprocal frequent-flyer program arrange-
ment, the airline companies said in a statement.

The program also includes a computerized reservation system
[CRS], joint venture for Japan and extensive cooperation in air

“With the codesharing, American and Japan airlines will put in
place the final element of [our] alliance, linking route networks to
deliverincreased convenience and enhanced value fortravelers and
shippers in the US, Japan and other parts of the world,” officials

JAL serves the US from Tokyo, Osaka, Nagoya, Fukouka,.
Sapporo and Sendal to Saipan, Guam, Atlanta, Chicago, Honolulu,
Kona, New York, Los Angeles, San Francisco and Anchorage.

American Airlines, meanwhile, is flying Tokyo to and from
Dallas/Forth Worth, Seattle/Tacoma and San Jose, California, and
will inaugurate Chicago-Tokyo nonstop service starting May.

The airline company has also applied to the Department of
Transportation for three other routes which include New York-
Tokyo, Boston-Tokyo and Dallas-Osaka.

The JAL-American Airlines alliance will link a total of

. nearly 850 aircraft, 3,640 departures and 290 cities for
American and American Eagle, with 137 airplanes, 610
departures and 70 cities for JAL and its units.

American Airlines chairman Robert Crandall, in a state-
ment, said the cooperative network between the two compa-
nies will span the Pacific to link Asia with the US, Canada,
Mexico, the Carribbean, Latin America and points beyond.

“By this tie-up, JAL and American Airlines’ networks
will be expanded dramatically between Japan and the US
beyond the gateways. We are confident that we will provide
enhanced services to our customers in terms of the number

said JAL chairman Susumu

The start of the codesharing flights is yet to be deter-
mined, depending on government approvals, as well as the
companies’ marketing plans.

Healthline

Some supplements hike
risks of serious diseases

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
IF YOU think dietary supple-
ments like carotenoid and
beta-carotene produce a pro-
tective effect against cancer,
count yourself as one of the
misinformed millions of
people around the world.

Scientists of the Interna-
tional Agency for Research on
Cancer [TARC] warned against
using dietary supplements of
fresh fruits and vegetables B
for cancer prevention.

[IARC scientists particularly
warned against caretonoid
pills, stressing that fresh fruits
and vegetables remain the first
line of defense against can-
cer.

Epidemiological studies in
different countries have shown
that a diet rich in fruits and
vegetables lowers the risk of
developing cancer.

Results of these studies led
to a widespread belief that
plant constituents, such as
carotenoids and beta-carotene,
can produce a protective ef-
fect against cancer.

But a working group of 23
scientists from 10 countries,
in December last year, met to

evaluate all the published data
on the health effects of caro-
tenoids, including the results
of clinical trials in which high
doses of beta-carotene were
given to reduce cancer inci-
dence and mortality in healthy
populations.

“In none of these trials did
the drug have a significant pre-
ventive effect,” said Dr. Harri
Vainio, chief of the
Chemoprevention Unit at
[ARC.

He added that the drug,
when giventoregularly smok-
ing volunteers, increased the
risk of lung cancer and mor-
tality from cardiovascular dis-
eases.

“...until further information
becomes available on how
beta-carotene and other caro-
tenoids influence the pro-
cesses leading to cancer, none
of these substances should be
promoted to the general popu-
lation as a tumor-preventive
treatment,” Vainio said.

He emphasized that cancer
prevention by fruits and veg-
etables remains more effec-
tive than taking one or several
of their constituents as dietary
supplements.
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Marshalls marks ‘Bomb Day’

By Giff Johnson

For the Variety
MAJURO—A U.S. nuclear test
conducted 44 years ago in the
Marshall Islands continues to pro-
duce fallout — in the form of
excessive rates of cancer and con-
taminated lands — prompting
Marshall Islanders to demand
more compensation and medical
care from the United States on the
anniverary of the Bravo hydro-
gen bomb test.

Ceremonies marking the March
1, 1954 blast at Bikini, the largest
hydrogen bomb ever detonated
by the U.S. were held today in
Majuro in conjunction with the
national holiday known as Nuclear

- Victims Remembrance Day.

Oscar deBrum, the chairman of
the Nuclear Claims Tribunal that
is compensating islanders for
health and land damages, said that
the $45 million provided to the
Tribunal for compensation by the
U.S. is seriously inadequate to
satisfy the hundreds of claims that
have been filed.

The Marshall Islands govern-
ment, he noted, is taking steps to
convince the U.S. that it should
provide additional compensation.

On March 1, 1954, the Bravo
test caused a snow-storm of ra-
dioactive fallout that blew onto
many inhabited islands in the
Marshalls, and contaminated
American servicemen and Japa-
nese fishermen in addition to is-
landers.

It took the U.S. two to three

days toevacuate the most severely
exposed islanders.

Many of them suffered nau-
sea, skin burns and their hair
fell out within days of the
blast.

While U.S. scientists de-
clared nearby Rongelap Atoll
safe for resettlement three
years after the 1954 Bravo test
and allowed islanders to re-
turn home, recent studies show
the atoll is not safe and needs
cleanup and rehabilitation
work to make it habitable.

Rongelap Islanders evacu-
ated their home atoll 13 years
ago for fear of continued ra-
diation exposure.

They are now gearing for
launching a major nuclear
cleanup and rehabilitation.

The fact that Marshall Is-
landers canlt sue the U.S. for
nuclear test damages irks some
island leaders.

Bikini Senator Henchi Balos
said he disagreed with the
Marshall Islands
governmentls action of es-
pousing U.S. responsibility for
the tests.

When the Marshall Islands
accepted the total $150 mil-
lion settlement in 1986, it
signed an agreement extin-
guishing all rights of Marshall
Islanders to sue the U.S. for
damages.

The senator said it wasn’t
right for the Marshall Islands
to have taken away the

Bikinians’ right to press their
claims with the U.S.

Balos, ina program that was
broadcast nationally, recalled
the Bikini Islanders plight
when they were relocated in
1946 for the first U.S. nuclear
tests.

At first, they were shunted

to small Rongerik Atoll, which
didnlt have food or water re-
sources to support the small
Bikini population.

In a short time, the people
were starving and they were
moved, first to the Navy base
at Kwajalein and then to Kili
Island, where they remain to-

day.

Other islanders from atolls
downwind of Bikini talked
about health problems people
are experiencing today, in-
cluding a wide range of can-
cers, growth retardation
among children and other
problems.

Vanuatu Ombudsman’s report on

PORT VILA (Pacnews)—The
Vanuatu Ombudsman’s Office
has released a public report on
the 1993 sale of 71 government
houses and land.

The latest is the sister report
to the Vanuatu National Provi-
dent Fund Housing Loan Re-
port of December 17, 1997,
which ledtoriots inPort Vilaby
about 500 VNPF members.

The Ombudsman's. Office
states in the report that the Coun-
cil of Minister’s decision led by
former Prime Minister Maxime
Carlot Korman was illegal and
discriminatory.

This was because the minis-
ters accepted a priority list of
those who should benefit from

and political secretaries.
The report states that VNPF

loans were obtained to purchase

the sales including themselves

the govemment properties at a
gross undervalue, and as a result
the people of Vanuatu lost be-
tween - 85 million vatu
($US700,000) and VT152 mil-
lion ($US1.23m).

Itsays a government valuer,
Emile Olsen, gave the gov-
ernment ministers and politi-
cal secretaries VT200 per
square metre of land while the
National Housing Corporation
rate was VT1,375 per square
metre.

The report compares the
value of former minister
Willie Jimmy's land of
VT405,000 as given by Olsen
with that of a private real es-
tate agent of VT3,300,000 -
nine times greater.

It also notes that Olsen re-
duced the value of former sec-
retary to Prime Minister

the sale of gov’t houses released

Korman, Maria Kalsakau's
property from VT14.4 mil-
lion to VT9.9 million.

The Ombudsman, Marie-
Noelle Ferriuex-Patterson,
recommended that Korman
and former Lands Minister
Paul Telukluk never be ap-
pointed ministers or be re-
sponsible for public assets
and that the members of the
Council of Ministersrespon-
sible not to be chosen for
high positions of responsi-
bility again.

It further recommended
that disciplinary hearings
take place within 30 days for
public servants involved in
the issue and that the sales
of the properties be annulled
or that the true value of the
properties be collected and
paid to the government.
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e Elsewhere in the Pacific

Experts: Global emissions
may threaten coral reefs

BRISBANE, Australia (AP) _
Coral reefs around the world are
under threat from global emis-
sions of greenhouse gases, a group
of scientific experts warned Tues-
day.

Rising levels of carbon dioxide
in the atmosphere are reducing
the ability of coral animals tomake
the limestone skeletons that built
reefs, they said.

The warning stems from an in-
ternational meeting of marine ex-
perts in Boston last week, which
included scientists from the Aus-
tralian Institute of Marine Sci-
ence in Townsville, the Austra-
lian federal science agency and
the Australian National Univer-
sity.

It also followed a warning from

the Great Barrier Reef Marine
Park Authority which said last
week bleaching was killing reefs
along 620 miles (1,000 km) of the
Queensland coast.

Australian Institute of Marine
Science principal research scien-
tist Terry Done said rising atmo-
spheric carbon dioxide concen-
trations increased the acidity of
surface ocean water.

“In the long term it may in-
terfere with skeleton growth
by reef builders and pose a
serious threat to the
sustainability of reefs world
wide,” Done said.

Reefs might thennot be able
to cope with rising sea levels
and become more vulnerable
to cyclones, which are pre-

MEHTHOL HGHIS

dicted to increase in some
parts of the world.

Federal atmospheric re-
searcher Barrie Pittock said
the Bostonreport was a break-
through because it recognized
previously unidentified global
effects on an ocean ecosystem.

TherecentKyoto agreement on
a reduction in carbon dioxide
emissions will have little effect
on the problem, he said.

Done said coral reef managers
had assumed global climate
change would at worst have a
neutral effect on coral reefs around
the world.

“Qur report suggests that gov-
ernments, managers and sci-
entists need to take a hard look
at that assumption,” he said.

Nena seeks unified
effort on El Nino

PALIKIR (FSMIS)—President
Jacob Nena last week asked all FSM
Govemors for their cooperation on
the El Nifio problem facing the FSM.

The FSM National Government is
abouttoformally ask the United States
and other countries for assistance for
which FSM will need detailed water
need data for the past two monthes.

The action plan should prioritize
thelimitedresources and arequest for
water delivery should specify the is-
land requesting, amount of water re-
quested and the expected date of de-
liver.

A request for assistance from the
National Governmentshouldinclude
reasons why a state is unable to re-
spond satisfactory to such a state
need.

Upon evaluation by the National
Government will consolidate all in-
formation and present arequestto the
United States based on the informa-
tion for a determination that there

SURGEON GENERAL'S WARNING: Smoking
Causes Lung Cancer, Heart Disease,
Emphysema, And May Complicate Pregnancy.

Jacob Nena

exist an emergency or disaster under
the applicable FEMA law.

nena suggested that such informa-
tion be provided to the National El
Nifio Task Force Chairman T. Lam
Dang, Departrment of Justice.

Dang joined the Department of
Justice recently after serving in
Pohnpei State Government,

Fiji to hike
dutles on
tobacco

SUVA (Pacnews)—A special
health fund is likely to be set up
within the nextfew months, if the
tobacco bill is passed by parlia-
ment.

Finance Minister Jim Ah Koy
had stated in his budget address
that there would be an increase in
duty on tobacco which will then
be used to set up the health fund,
Island Networks Corporation re-
ports.

Government expects to gener-
ate around F$4 million ($US2m)
through the tax, which will be
used on health expenditure and
research.

‘ 'Solomons takes
‘delivery of .

‘computers from
Brltlsh Gov’t

HONIARA (Pacnews)—The
Royal Solomon Islands Police
Training Academy has taken
delivery of computer equip-
ment and training aid worth
$30,000 ($US6,500) from the
British government.

The computers were handed
to the police school by the
British high commissioner in
Honiara, Brian Connolly,
SIBC reports.

Connolly says he hopes the
Police Academy will benefit
from the computers in their
training programmes and ad-
ministration work.

The police commissioner,
Frank Short, expressed his
gratitude for the generous as-
sistance by the British gov-
ernment.

It’s a
whole new
WORLD.

'

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS- 13

RP V/ce-preSIdent and now opposmon Presidential candldate Joseph “Erap" Estrada center, and his running mate
Edgardo Angara, left, are joined by the country’s very popular movie actor Fernando Poe Jr. in greeting a huge crowd
at their campaign ra/ly. Eleven strong candidates are vying for the country’s top government post.  Ap

RP prepares for
La Nina’s floods

MANILA, Philippines (AP) — Presi-
dent Fidel Ramos said Sunday he has
ordered precautionsagainstthe floodsand
heavy rains that the La Nina weather
phenomenon isexpectedto bring to Phil-
ippines this year.

La Nina, expected in June, has the
oppositeeffectsof EINino,theworldwide
weather phenomenon that has caused
prolongeddroughtinthecountrysincelast
year.

Ramos ordered govemment agencies
tocleanandrepairall waterwaysandflood

- control projects before La Nina's onset.

A government statement said floods
brought by La Nina could affect about
380,000 hectares (938,600 acres) of rice
landsand wipeoutasubstantial partofthe
country’s rice output this year.

Agriculture Secretary Salvador
Enriquezsaidthegovemmentisconsider-
ing steps such asdelaying rice planting in
some provincesuntil the rainy season has

passed.

Last year, at least 7,718 tons of rice
worth65.34millionpesos($ .63 million)
and 13,175 tonsof comwarth 75 9million
pesos ($ 1.9 million) were lost because of
drought caused by El Nino, officials suid.

The Philippines produced an average
of 10.79 million tons of rice and 4.25
milliontonsofcomannually from 1994to
1996.

The government has decided to im-
port 650,000 tons of rice toreplenish
the country’s buffer stocks.

The National Food Authority also
is awaiting permission for the duty-
free importation of 300,000 tons of
corn, which is used mainly for hog
and poultry feed.

Weather bureau chief Leoncio
Amadore, amemberof a government
task force dealing with El Nino’s ef-
fects, has said about 90 percent of the
country received less than 50 percent
of normal rainfall from October 1997
to January 1998.

Filipino overseas workers asking for investment fund

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
'WITH THE financial crisis still hound-
ing the Philippines, overseas Filipino
workersarenowasking the govemment
tosetupinvestment fundstoprotecttheir
economic interests, it was disclosed.

"The Intemnational Union of Overseas
Filipinos, Inc., an advocacy group for

OFWs, is asking the Philippine govern-
ment to assist OFWs in creating invest-
ment funds pooled from the workers’
dollar remittances and contributions to
the Overseas Workers Welfare Admin-
istration (OWWA).

‘The move was alsoaimed at making
the workers’ dollar eamings more pro-
ductive.

JuliusMagno,oftheworkers’ group,
said the govemnment should not only
monitor worker deployment but also
help formulate an overseas investment
schemetoserveasbuffer forwhatever
wilthappeninthe domesticeconomy.”

OWWAfficialshavesaidthatmany
overseas workershave already started
setting up investment funds on their

OWIL

A group of Filipino workers in the
United Arab Emirates has collectively
invested some PhP3 million in a local
trust account with an assigned fund
manager to be used for future invest-
ment projects.

A similar group in Saudi Arabia of
Filipino workers in Saudi Arabia have

preferred to keep their funds in a Saudi
bank which they plan to use later in
setting up their own bank.

OWWA said it does not only have
the funds to extend assistance to over-
seas Filipino workers butit had already
spentthe better part of its revenue doing
just that.

“Continued page 20
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KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP) — Malaysia’s tourism rev-
enue droppedbyabout | billionringgit
(& 278 million) last year, when the
country was hit by smog and woiries
abouta virus, a Cabinet minister said
Monday.

Preliminary figures showed 1997
tourism revenue of 6 billionringgit ($
L5 billion). down from 7.2 billion
ringgit (§ 1.8 billion) in 1996, said

Sabbaruddin Chik, minister of cul-
tre, ants and tourism.

Sabbarudin said one factor that
discourged tourists was the

Coxackie B virusin Sarawak state i i i i
Kie wwakst arrived in Tok 1k 167,000 tons as of Jan. 1. The United States has commit- ~ Monday from its headquarters in AGENDA:
?1?'12]\% ?ol:??ngiﬁogkfn\k\ ljxlxclh ;IJIF tll:/i;:);lijtirg?axilso tsrzzga%it:i;?ry “With this stock, 300 grams ted 200,000 tons, or $ 75 million, Rom;, said gh; Nortb Korean I. ROLL CALL
any gner: stakenly ' " (10.5 ounces) were distributed to  to the latest U.N. appeal. There = warning that it is running out of il. ADOPTION OF AGENDA

thought had spread throughout
Malaysia.

“The virus killed about 25 children,

He also said that smog from forest
fires buming out of contol in neigh-
boring Indonesia had caused many
cancellations of tourist visits.

Subbaruddin, however, was opti-
mistic about this year.

r G. Rajindran sits quietly waiting for customers at his shop in city of Klang o.
nsumer demand and touri
began faultering last July. ap

T8

) f Kuala Lumpur.
sm revenues have dropped dramatically since the Malaysian economy

EU urges
Japan to
deregulate
faster

TOKYO (AP) — European
Union officials urged Japan
Monday to speed up industry
deregulation to boost economic
growth throughout Asia, aJapa-
nese Foreign Ministry spokes-
man said.

Representatives from the EU

officials and business leaders
about how to loosen regulations
in the financial services, tele-
communications and transpor-
tation industries.

Japan and the EU agreed at a
summit in January that they
would spend more time talking
about deregulation.

EU officials met Monday with
arepresentatives from Japanese
ministries and agencies and re-
peated their demand that Japan
deregulate to achieve lower
prices, more consumer choice
and increased economic effi-
ciency, said the ministry offi-
cial, who spoke on condition of
anonymity.

Politicians and business lead-
ers from a number of nations
have been pressing Japan to
stimulate its economy to help

lift the Asian region out of a
months-old slump. ennels 3 from
For its part, Japan asked Eu- » the U.S.

ropean countries to lift regula-
tions on legal services, employ-
ment and driving licenses.

Police defuse
crude bomb
in HK club

Food running out
in North Korea

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
North Korea said it is running out
of food, even though it has been
sharply cutting the daily ration of
grain for its 24 million people.
Quoting an unidentified gov-
ernment official, the North’s offi-
cial Korean Central News Agency
said Monday that the communist
nation’s grain stock stood at

each person on a daily average in
January and 200 grams (7 ounces)
in February. Even if 100 grams
(3.5 ounces) are distributed in
March, the stock will run out in
mid-March,” the official was
quoted as saying.

International experts say adaily
minimum of 450 grams (one
pound) of food is needed to keep

an adult relatively healthy.

North Korea has suffered
through three years of disastrous
weatherthataggravated problems
caused by inefficient cooperative
farming techniques.

The U.N. World Food Program
issued anew appeal inJanuary for
650,000 tons of food for North
Korea this year.

have been no reports of major
donations from other countries.

In the KCNA report, North Ko-
rea said it needs about 7.84 mil-
lion tons of grain a year, of which
4,82 million are needed for food
and the remainder for animal feed
and other use.

But the North’s grain output
decreased drastically last yearbe-

cause of a prolonged drought, re-
ducing the crop to 4.83 million
tons, the KCNA report said.

The country expressed grati-
tude for outside food aid and said
it was mobilizing ‘‘all the people
and servicemen’ to increase grain
production this year.

Meanwhile, the World Food
Program, in a statement issued

food confirms earlier WFP as-
sessments that international as-
sistance is urgently needed.

The WEP added that it is cur-
rently supplying 98,000 tons of
grain to 4.7 million of the needi-
est North Koreans, mainly chil-
dren, and that the food aid should
last the recipients through this
month.

Commontwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands

,% Commonwealth Development

Wakin's Bldg., Gualo Rai, Tel. 234-7145/7146/6293
Saipan, MP 96950

“"PUBLIC NOTICE

March 2, 19

PURSUANT TO PUBLIC LAW 8-41, SECTION 11,
GOVERNOR PEDRO P. TENORIO AND LT. GOVERNOR
JESUS R. SABLAN, THRCUGH THE CDA BOARD OF
DIRECTORS, ARE HEREBY GIVING NOTICE THAT THE
COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY (CDA)
BOARD OF DIRECTORS WILL HOLD A SPECIAL MEETING
ON WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4, AT 11:00 A.M. THE MEETING
WILL BE HELD AT THE CDA CONFERENCE ROOM, GUALO
RAI, SAIPAN.

Sty

.
©

Hl. CPA BOND [SSUE
V. ADJOURNMENT

Is/ JUAN S. TENORIO
Chairman, CDA Board of Directors

(Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, Section 13(a)(7) and Section
13(c), the Board may vote to meet in executive session).

Eugene R. Clothier, DVM

Saipan Veterinary
HOSpital PH: (670) 233-7387

Emergency PH: (670) 233-6594

* Puppies
Available and
by order

* Pet Supplies
Collars, leashes,
foys, bowls,

IAMS
& o 3
Science Diet ¥
Available

lainland

g

‘Golden Retriever.

Suth Korean lawmakers protest in front of the National Assembly Speaker Kim Soo-hwan during a crucial

HONG KONG (AP) — Po-
lice on Monday defused a
homemade bomb that had

parliamentary vote on President Kim Dae-jung’s choice for a new prime minister at the National Assembly
in Seoul, Monday. The voting was halted because of a dispute over allegedly illegal voting by opposition

It’s a 7 passenger sedan.

Stop by for a test drive today!

Pairere #1

Microl Corporation

An Inchcape Motors Compan

At the corner of Beach Road &
Chalan Mnsr. Guerrero in San Jose.
Call us at 234-5911 or fax us at 234-6514

.' It takes only five

been planted in a karaoke club
in' a Hong Kong tourist dis-
trict.

Police said a watchman saw
smoke billowing from a pa-
per bag in the lobby of the
clubinthe Tsim Sha Tsui area
of Kowloon Peninsula.

The bag contained a can
stuffed with explosive pow-
der, attached to a safety fuse,
they said.

The club had not received
any threats and it was not
known who planted the bomb,
police added.

Lastyear, 17 people died in
a fire in a karaoke club in the
same area following an arson
attack by members of a triad,
or Chinese gang.

—

secondsto - -

Fasten your
 Seatbelt

' ~and '

that five seconds |
may worth
a lifetime... |}

legislators. AP

elicopter

shes near

»

TAIPEL Taiwan(AP) A helicop-
ter crashed near an oil platform off
Taiwan’s outlying Tenghu Islands,
killing the pilot, officials said Tues-
day.

Rescuers were searching the sea
west of Taiwan for the two other
missing crewmen from the Monday
night crash, the Teh-An helicopter
company said.

The crash, Taiwan’s third air crash
in two weeks, raised concerns over
aviation safety.

The Bell 412 helicopter crashed as
it was preparing to land on the oil rig
to pick up a worker for medical treat-
ment in the southern port of
Kaohsiung, officials said.

The United Daily News quoted
witnesses as saying the copler ex-
ploded into a fireball after its tail hita
pillar on the oil platform, which was
operated by the Netherlands’ Conti-
nental Oil Co.

PUBLIC NOTICE

LET IT BE KNOWN THAT
TRIPLE J MOTORS WILL NOT SERVICE
ANY NEW OR USED VEHICLES THAT DO
NOT COMPLY WITH U.S. SPECIFICATIONS.

TRIPLE J MOTORS CONSIDERS ALL
NON-U.S. SPECIFICATION VEHICLES
UNSAFE AND A HAZARD TO THE
DRIVING PUBLIC OF THE CNMI.

L ppeamr o7
WAYNE N. HUNT
General Manager

C cttimons o~
M TRIPLE J MOTORS

NEW CARS « USED CARS = PARTS * SERVICE
Garapan 234-7133 » Used Cor Mart 235-5012

- Male -

« LIFE INSURANCE

» DISABILITY INSURANCE

+ PAID VACATION AFTER 6 MONTHS
* INTERLINE TRAVEL BENEFITS

* TUITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM

WORLOWIDE EXPRESS ©

COURIERS

DHL WORLDWIDE EXPRESS IS SEEKING CUSTOMER ORIENTED
COURIERS FOR P/U & DELIVERY OF TIME SENSITIVE MATERIALS.
MUST POSSESS AVALID DRIVER'S LICENSE AND CLEAN DRIVING
RECORD. ABILITY TO LIFT UP TO 70 LBS & EXCELLENT
COMMUNICATION SKILLS ESSENTIAL.

DHL OFFERS AN EXCELLENT BENEFIT PACKAGE INCLUDING:
+ HEALTH & VISION INSURANCE
+ DENTAL INSURANCE

* 401K PLAN

APPLICATIONS MAY BE PICKED UP AT THE SAIPAN SERVICE
CENTER LOCATION IN CHALAN LAULAU (WHITE TWO-STORY
BUILDING AT THE NORTH OF MCDONALD’S RESTAURANT. NO
PHONE CALLS, PLEASE.
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Clinton hits

By Terence Hunt
WASHINGTON (AP)—Tryingto
Kill a tax-revolt plan populir in Con-
aress, President Clinton said it would
be “reckless™ to abolish the nation’s
tax code and try to build a supposedly
simpler. fairer system from scratch.

“We musn't buy a pig in a poke,”
Clinton said, calling the Republican-
backed plan an “irresponsible
scheme.”

Republicans want to make tax re-
form a major battleground for this
year'smidtermelections,and Clinton
acknowledged that their proposal
sounds irresistible. But he said the
uncertainty surrounding the billcould

be disastrous forfamily budgets, busi-
nesses and the economy.

Republicans quickly accused
Clinton of defending the status quo.
*So are we to conclude that the presi-
dent believes that the marmriage tax
penalty is fair and that the payroll tax
is fair and that the American people
are not overtaxed?"* Senate Majority
Leader Trent Lott said.

The proposal, known as the Tax
Code Termination Act, would wipe
out the current tax code by Dec. 31,

Bill Clinton

2001, guaranteeing that a replace-
ment would be passed by Congress
byJuly ! of thatyear. Republicansare
lining up to put their name on the bill
even as they remain divided over
replacementplanssuchas aflattax or
national sales tax.

“Under the guise of reform,”
Clinton said, “they have proposed
whattomeisanirresponsible scheme:
toeliminate our tax laws without any
system to replace it.”’

He said, “Twill not permit itif Ican
stopit. Butitshouldn’tpass in the first

Trent Lott

place.”

The measure has 137 co-sponsors
in the House and 25 co-sponsors in
the Senate, including every member
of the Senate’s GOP leadership. The
plan was proposed by the nation’s
largest small business lobby, the
600,000-member National Federa-
tion of Independent Business.

Beginning a counteroffensive,
Clinton criticized the bill in a speech
to the National Mortgage Bankers
Association. In a sign of heightened
concern, the administrationfollowed

up with a White House briefing by
Gene Sperling, director of the Na-
tional Economic Council,and Deputy
Treasury Secretary Larry Summers.

The administration opposes a ma-
jor tax 'overhaul but has proposed a
series of simplification measures.
Summers was noncommittal about
offering any new ideas over the next
few months.

“I think we have a tax code today
that works better for Americans as
they dowhatiscrucial tothemin their
lives — raise children, send kids to
college, prepare for retirement —
than we’ve had in the past, as aresult
of proposals we've made,” Summers
said.

Clinton said, “No one concemed
aboutfightingcrime wouldeven think
aboutsaying, ‘Well, three years from

now we're going to throw out the
criminal code and we’ll figure out
whattoputinits place.” Noone would
do that. That is what this proposal is.”

He said the mortgagededuction for
homeowners might disappear and
students might lose Hope scholar-
ships and other education tax breaks.
Americans might think twice about
giving to churches, synagogues and
charities if there might not be a tax
deduction, Clinton said.

“None ofuswouldsay thatnoone
on earth couldn’t devise a better-
tax system than we have,” the
president said. “There may be
better options. But I think before
we say we're going to get rid of
the one we have on a date certain,
we need to know what we’re go-
ing to replace it with.”

Senator wants more visas
for skilled alien workers

By MICHELLE MITTELSTADT
WASHINGTON (AP)—Heeding
the pleas of a domestic computer

Office of the Job Training Partnership Act

5

On behalf of the Governor's JTPA Office and the Trainees, | would like to take this opportunity in
extending our sincere gratitude and appreciation to the following firms for your strong
commitment and participation in according Employment and Training opportunities to our
indigenous work force in an effort of finding meaningful employment.

Aqua Resort Club

Herman’s Modern Bakery
Pacific Sky Travel
Law Office of Perry B. Inos

KEICO Motors

FAS Moving & Storage

Vivian B. Seman (Primerica)

Consolidated Transportation Services, Inc.
Saipan Diamond Hotel

Pacific Oriental, Inc.

J.C. Tenorio Enterprises, Inc.

Law Office of John A. Manglona
Sister Remedios Preschool, ECDC
IT&E, Saipan Office
Marianas Printing Services, Inc.
Sablan Construction Company
J.E.T. Holding Company

YCO Corporation

Safety First Systems, Inc.
Chong’s Corporation
Tan Holding's Corporation

Your willingness for such undertaking, exemplifies a shared commitment that this is a social
issue, therefore, we must work collectively on effort to enable our people to become contributing
members of our community and not reliant on welfare programs. | hope that in the future
should the need arise for an additional staff, you would ccnsider us to assist on the matter.

For those firms that are interested in “getting involve” on such worthy endeavor, contact Mr.
Ray Cruz or Mr. Richard Santos at 664-1702. Once again, Si Yu'us Ma’ase’, Ghillisow, and Thank

You for your continued support and good luck in your business endeavor.

/s/Felix R. Nogis

JTPA Executive Director

xc : Governor

industry hungry for talent, a leading
Senate voice on immigration pro-
posed Monday to sharply increase
the number of visas granted to high-
skilled foreign workers.

Currently, the United Statesallows
up to 65,000 high-skilled foreigners
into the country annually. Silicon
Valley employers and others in the
booming high-tech sector contend
that cap is far too low, preventing
them from hiring qualified foreigners
for jobs they are unable to fill domes-
tically.

Sen. Spencer Abraham of Michi-
gan, who chairs the Senate immigra-
tion subcommittee, said he will seek
to boost that visa category toroughly
90,000 people.

His legislation also would allow
the governmentto let in 25,000 more
skilled workers under adifferent cat-
egory if the quota for high-skill visas
is exhausted.

High-tech companies have been
vigorously lobbying Congress and
the administration toletthem bringin
more talent from abroad.

Last year, for the first time, the
demand for “H-1B” visas 00 which
entitlehigh-skilled workerstoremain
inthe United States foruptosix years
00 outpaced the availability.

This year, the cap could be hit by
May, four months before the end of
the federal fiscal year.

One industry study estimates that
more than 340,000 jobs as computer
programmers, systems analysts and
other information technology posts
go unfilled because of a shortage of
qualified workers.

“It’s going to cost America jobs
and it’s going to hurt our economy if
we aren’t able tofill these positions,”
Abraham said.

Rep. David Dreier of California,
who is introducing a companion bill
in the House, added: “We need to do
everything that we can to ensure that
the best qualified people are here in
the United States, so that our indus-
tries are able to remain on the cutting
edge.”

Organized labor and other critics
contend the industry is exaggerating
the problem and recruits foreignersto
hold down salaries.

They also suggest education and
Jobretraining should be the means of
increasing the domestic talent pool.
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PAcCIFIC MEDICAL CENTER
PPP 131 Middle Road

Saipan, MP 96950

Tel. No. 670-233-8100

HEALTH CLEARANCE EXAM

HIV

CHEST X-RAY

All in compliance with the
Emergency Regulation and the CDC

RESULTS AVAILABLE ON THE SAME DAY
NO APPOINTMENT NEEDED

DOWNTOWN
MARKET

MIDDLE ROAD

GASOLINE
STATION

PACIFIC
MEDICAL
CENTER

HAPPY
MARKET
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Congress advised
about tobacco ads

By Laurle Kellman
WASHINGTON (AP) — The White House told Congress Monday that
tobacco legislation is almost certain to be challenged in court unless
lawmakers pass a bill that is acceptable to all sides.

Specifically, a proposal to ban tobacco advertising on the Intemet, for
example, “would raise significant constitutional concerns,” White House
Domestic Policy Adviser Bruce Reed said in a Feb. 27 memo to Senate

Commerce Committee Chairman John McCain, R-Ariz.

The memo, which ignores many of McCain’s questions about the
administration’s positions on proposed tobacco legislation, nonetheless
provides the clearest guidance yet from the White House on what kind of
tobaceo policy President Clinton would sign into law.

But anti-smoking activists wamed that the White House was bowing to

an industry that hasn’t eamned goodwill from the govemment.

“Twould cautioneveryone in Washington, on both sides of Pennsylvania
Avenue, not to believe the smokescreens of an industry that has been lying
to us for the past 50 years,” said Sen. Frank Lautenberg, D-N.J.

The White House, McCain and Senate Judiciary Committee Chairman
Orrin Hatch, R-Utah, say that supporting the industry’s requests is a matter
of pragmatics.

The tobacco industry hassaidit will voluntarily restrictits own marketing
and advertising if Congress provides it the protection from most lawsuits
included in the settlement companies struck with states in June.

Beyond Hatchand McCain, little willingnessexists among congressional
leaders to grant that protection, especially in an election year. Several
alternative bills to be considered by congressional panels this month would

delete the lawsuit shields and require the industry to curb its marketing
practices in exchange for other incentives.

Such a quid pro quo, the memo says, “would continue to raise substantial
constitutional questions™ under the First Amendment’s free speech protections.

At a hearing scheduled for Tuesday, McCain’s panel plans to hear
testimony on the proposed marketing restrictions from Sen. Connie Mack,
R-Fla., the Federal Trade Commission and the Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention.

The House is far behind the Senate in crafting tobacco legislation, as the
issue isn’t on the Republican leadership’s priority list for the year. Rep.
Henry Waxman, D-Calif,, a senior member of the House Commerce
Committee, told reporters that producing a bill on the issue this year would
be difficult. J

Senate mulls use of gas tax

money for highway spending

By Jim Abrams
WASHINGTON (AP) —
Senate leaders agreed Mon-
day to use a portion of the
gasoline tax currently used for
reducing the deficit to sub-
stantially boost spending on
highway construction.

“For the first time in a long
time every penny in those
taxes will end up being spent
on roads,” said Sen. Phil
Gramm, R-Texas, who with
Sen. Robert Byrd, D-W.Va,,
pushed for the gas tax revi-
sion.

The new revenue from the
gas tax would be used to raise
from $147 billionto $173 bil-
lion the amount to be spent on
highway building and safety
projects over the next six
years. The Senate is now con-
sidering a massive highway
spending bili.

“This is going to be a big
boost to our economy,” said
Sen. Max Baucus, D-Mont.,
ranking Democrat on the En-
vironment and Public Works
Committee. He cited Trans-
portation Department esti-
mates that each additional $1
billion spent on roads creates
42,000 jobs.

Gramm said senators, after a
series of meetings in the office of
Senate Majority Leader Trent
Lott, R-Miss., also agreed on a
formula under which each state

would get at least 91 cents back
for every dollar they pay into the
federal highway trust fund. Cur-
rently, some states, especially in
the South, get back as little as 70
cents for every dollar they pay
into the system.

More populated states have ex-
pressed concern about losing their
current share of the trust fund pot,
but Sen. Frank Lautenberg, D-
N.J., said Senate leaders agreed

- tocreate apool of extra money for

high-density states.

The deal would provide $1.8
billion over six years to be di-
vided among nine states: Califor-
nia, Florida, Illinois, Maryland,
Massachusetts, New Jersey, New
York, Ohio and Pennsylvania.
Lautenberg’s office cautioned that
the level of funding and the list of
eligible states could change.

A parallel House bill would set
the payback level at 95 percent.

The Environment Committee,
in approving the highway bill last
fall, set the spendinglevel at $ 145
billion, with an additional $2 bil-
lion for safety programs, but there
has been strong pressure to in-
crease that level and Gramm and
Byrd focused on the gastax as the
best way to come up with more
money.

UnderPresident Clinton’s 1993
budget reduction package, 4.3
cents of the 18.3 cents a gallon in
federal taxes was set aside for
deficit reduction. In last year’s

balanced budget deal between
Clinton and Congress, the 4.3
cents was moved back into the
highway trust fund, but was still
reserved for non-highway uses.

Gramm insisted that the in-
creased funding still met the
spending caps set under the bal-
anced budget deal, with new
spending offset by savingsinother
areas of the budget. He said the
Budget Committee would decide
where that money comes from.

Budget Committee Chairman
Pete Domenici, R-N.M., said he
“had adifficult problem” with the
spending increase, but agreed that
“the people of this country de-
serve that highway trust fund
money be spent on highways, and
that’s why itis very difficult tosay we
should not have this program.”

Environment Committee Chair-
man John Chafee, R-R.L, said his
committee would take up the
Gramm-Byrd amendment on
Tuesday, sending it to the floor,
where it is expected to face little
opposition.

The Senate is likely to spend an-
other two or three weeks on the high-
way bill, a complex piece of legisla-
tion that also includes provisions on
suchissues as air quality and drunken
driving,

The House, which has abill asking
for more money than the Senate, has
yet to bring its bill to the floor. The
current temporary highway bill ex-
pires on May 1.

Death & Tuneral Announcement

Former Congressman

The Late Honorable Congressman Attao is predeceased by his
FATHER: Pedro San Nicolas Attao

PATERNAL: Vicente Megofna and Natividad San Nicolas Attao
MATERNAL: Jose Atoigue and Francisca Camacho Torres

PARENTS-IN-LAW: David San Nicolas Jones and Rosa Mendiola Jones

GRANDPARENTS-IN-LAW: Benjamin and Rosa San Nicolas Jones
MATERNAL: Jose Manglona and Maria Angoco Mendiola

He is survived by his
MOTHER: Ninfa Torres Attao, WIFE: Theresita “Terry” Jones Attao

CHILDREN: John Paul Jones Attao (Ella M. Villazon), David Peter Jones Attao,
Michael Steven Jones Attao, Marie Therese Jones Attao and Maximo, Jr. Jones Attao.
BROTHERS/SPQUSES: Former Congressman Vicente “Ben” Torres Attao, Vice
Speaker Jesus Torres and Ramona Tenorio Attao, Jose Torres and Ana Camacho Attao

BROTHERS/SISTER IN LAWS: Jose Takeda & Beck Jones Seman, Juan

Taitingfong & Mako Jones Torres, Congressman Dino Mendiola and Letty Acha
Jones, Jose Mendiola Jones, Benjamin Mendiola and Sherlyn Paul Jones.

He is additionally survived by numerous uncles, aunts, nephews and nieces.

Rosary is being said nightly at 8:00PM at the Kristo Rai Church in Garapan, Last
respect may be paid on Thursday, March 05, 1998. The body will be released from
the Commonwealth Health Center at 8:00AM and will be transported to the Multi-

Dinner will be served at the Kristo Rai Church in Garapan immediately after the funeral.
Thank you and Si Yuus Maase Ginen Todo I Familia.

Purpose Center in Susupe where a State Funeral Service will be offered at 10:00 AM.
After the State Funeral, Service, the deceased will be moved to the Kristo Rai Church
in Garapan where the Mass of Christian Burial will be offered at 4:00PM, and

interment services will follow immediately.
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By ANNA DOLGOV
MOSCOW (AP)—PresidentBoris
Yeltsin dismissed the minister of
atomic energy and named three vet-
eran administrators Monday to re-
place Cabinet officials he fired over
the weekend, completing a shakeup
aimed at meting out punishment for
Russia’s woes.

He also took a further step in his
campaign to reduce government

spending, ordering the dismissal of
personal security guardsfromadozen
top government officials including
First Deputy Prime Ministers Boris
Nemtsov and Anatoly Chubais, the
ITAR-Tass news agency reported,
citing presidential spokesman Sergei
Yastrzhembsky.

No replacement was named for
Atomic Energy Minister Viktor
Mikhailov, who was relieved of his

Workers . . .

Continued from page 1

certificate.
_ This, however, is the procedure
if the tests showed there is
nothing wrong with the
worker.

Incases where there are “ab-

normalities,” the concerned
private clinic is directed to
submit the results to the Com-
monwealth Health Center
which then notifies the em-
ployer for appropriate action.
The procedure would mean
an additional cost of about $80
for each worker, it was said.

Business. ..

Continued from page 1

Ayuyu said the CHC is set to
meet with private medical ser-
vice players to negotiate a

uniform rate for the screening
processes.

“The [new health screening]
requirement is pretty reasonable,
we are in favor and in support of
this measure,” he continued.

Reyes. ..

Continued from page 1

Patrick Rizer, the energy consult-
ant for the Office of Insular Af-
fairs, that the CNMI raise its fuel
tax to 20 cents per gallon.

“Holding the gastax at 15 cents
is good enough. We cannot raise
it further to 20 cents,” Reyes said
inaninterview with Variety. “Our
fuel tax isone of the highest in the
world.”

Raising the fuel tax by another
five cents per gallon, he added,
would cause too much burden on
CNMI residents,

“An average family uses 150
gallons per month, costing them
about $271.50 per month,” Reyes
said.

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio, in an
earlier interview, also said the

administration is not inclined to
raise fuel taxes, saying the CNMI
is already paying high tax rates on
fuel products.

Meanwhile, Reyes’ bill which
he calls “Fiscal Integrity Act,”
also seeks the reimposition of the
excess credit tax on the Earned
Income Credit under the North-
ern Marianas Territorial Income
Tax, which was partially elimi-
nated by PL 9-22.

“The Commonwealth can no
longer afford to pay this credit,”
HB 11-103 states.

It added that  “the
Commonwealth’s implem-
entation of the Earned Income
Credit in a manner that diverges
from the US Internal Revenue
Code exposes the CNMI govern-
ment to potential liability in the
tens of millions of dollars.”

Rota. ..

Continued from page 1

mayor reiterated his need forbroad
reprogramming powers over the
Rota’s budget.

“We have commitments and we
have to meet them,” he said.

Manglona said he is disap-
pointed overRota’s legislators for
their failure to grant him repro-
gramming powers, but added that
he has already *‘done his part.”

In a letter last week to the legis-

lators, the mayor urged for imme-
diate action, citing Rota’s need to
continue receiving essential pub-
lic services.

He insisted that the only way to
head off a financial crisis is to
grant him a 100 percent repro-
gramming authority over Rota’s
budget.

The delegation members are
Scnate President Paul A.
Manglona (R), Sens. Edward U.
Maratita (R), Ricardo S. Atalig
(R) and Rep. Alejo M. Mendiola
Ir. (R).

37,600 . ..

Continued from page 1

industry sectors except garments.

Filipinos are most densely con-
centrated in the service sector with
8,597 workers, followed by the
construction industry with 3,100.
There were also 2,335 Filipino
domestic helps, 2,041 Filipinos
employed in hotels, and 1,589
Filipinos employed inrestaurants.

There were only 389 Filipinos
in the garment sector, an area
dominated by Chinese workers
which comprise 10,936 of the

industry’s 12,126 workforce.

There were 1,765 Chinese na-
tionals employed in the construc-
tion industry and 1,660 in the
service sector — karaoke bars
and massage parlors.

Koreans are mostly employed
in the service sector with 497
workers. And, like their Korean
counterparts, Japanese nationals
are also mostly concentrated in
the same sector with 615 work-
ers.

Nepalese workers were mostly
employed in the hotels with 56
permits issued to them,

duties “due to a transfer to scientific
work,” accordingtothe presidential press
office.

Mikhailov, formerly the Soviet
Union’s top nuclear weapons designer,
has long said he would like to retum to
scholarship.

Last month, Mikhailov announced
that his ministry would shut down three
of eightplantsinvolvedinnuclearweap-
ons production due to severe funding
shortages.

He has been an enthusiastic backer of
Russian nuclear cooperation with for-
eign countries, including the construc-
tion of anuclear power plant in Iran that
the United States vehemently opposes.

Yeltsin appointed security chief Ivan
Rybkin as deputy prime minister in
charge of relations with other former
Soviet republics.

Rybkin will replace Valery Serov,
dismissedSaturday as partof the shakeup.

Rybkin has been the chief Russian
negotiator with Chechnya, consistently
voicing the need for a gradual approach
tonormalizingrelations between Russia
and the separatist republic.

He has beena counterbalance to Rus-
sian officials insisting on atoughstance,
such as Interior Minister Anatoly
Kulikov.

*“He showed himself very serious on
Chechnya” and *‘can be counted on” to
improve relations within the Common-
wealth of Independent States, the orga-
nization linking former Soviet repub-
lics, Yeltsin was quoted as saying by
ITAR-Tass.

It was not immediately clear whether
Rybkin’snew job meant that he would

give up his position as secretary of

the president’s Security Council.
Rybkin told reporters that he would
continue to oversee negotiations with
Chechnya for some time.

Yeltsin also promoted firstdeputy
ministers of transport and education
to the posts of minister, replacing

their bosses.

The official reason for the
dismissals was that the offi-
cials were moving toother jobs.
But Yeltsin had warned imme-
diately before the shakeup that
he intended to identify those
responsible for the country’s
woeful economic state and fire
them.

However, Yeltsin denied Mon-
day that the replacements were
anything but ordinary personnel

‘rotations.

“What reorganization? Min-
isters come and ministers go,”
Yeltsin was quoted as saying

by ITAR-Tuss.

At a government meeting on
Thursday toassessRussia’seconomic
performance in 1997, Prime Minister
Viktor Chemomyrdin had singled
out Serov for criticism, saying he had
failed in his mandate to build strong
ties with other former Soviet repub-
lics.

At an October summit of the
Commonwealth of Indepen-
dent States, the leaders of
former Soviet republics had
subjected Russia and Yeltsin
in particular to withering criti-
cism for the organization’s in-
effectiveness.
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CABRERA

We invite all our relatives and friends to join us in
commemorating the Fifth Anniversary of his passing
unto eternal life by attending the nine days of
eucharistic celebration at 6:00 a.m. at Kristo Rai
Church, beginning on March 5, 1998 and ending with

the anniversary mass on March 13, 1998.

Breakfast will be served following the anniversary
mass at Kristo Rai Church Social Hall.

Your attendance is greatly appreciated.

THANK YOU

B
BORN: JANUARY 21, 1942

was called to his eternal rest...

In his passing he now joins his predeceased parents and in laws:
Roberto M. and Brigida C. Maratita and Ignacio and Rita-Ch. Lizama

Survived by wife: Margarita Lizama Maratita

Childrens: Ellen (Alvin), Rosita (Abraham), Alfred (Lyza), Alex (May), Joan (Juan), Julita (Sylvan),
Isabella (David), Erica (Glenn), Quindy (Dwayne), Robert, Steven, Rita and Fermin Jr.

He is also survived by numerous brothers, sisters, in-laws, uncles, auntics, nephews, nieces, relative

and friends.

Additionally survived by twenty five (25) grand children

Nightly rosary is being said at his brother’s residence Thomas C. Maratita in Koblerville (Saipan) and
his residence in Songsong Village (Rota) at 8:00 pm.

Last respect, viewing and services will be on Friday, March 6, 1998 at his residence in Songsong
Village (Rota) from 8:00 am to 3:00 pm followed by Christian burial service at San Francisco De

Borja Church.

Thank You
THE FAMILY
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Filipino .
Continued from page 13

At least PhP230.75 million from
OWWA’s PhP394.03 revenues in
1996 have been disbursed for pro-

grams and services forthe benefitand
welfare of overseas Filipino workers.

Some 68 percent, or about’

PhP268.21 million, of OWWA's
1996 revenues came from the indi-

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms « Swimming Pool
Tennis Court

vidual contributions of land-based
and sea-based workers.

Land-based workers pay $25 indi-
vidual contributions, while contribu-
tionsfromsea-based workers are col-
Jected onapercontractbasis with$15
paid by the foreignemployerand $10
by the seaman.

Otherrevenues of the OWWA are
generated fromthe agency'sefficient
investment programthroughgovern-
ment securities and other income.

KANNAT GARDENS

(Near Northern Marianas College)

235-5686 (8:30 AM to 5:30 PM, Weekdays)
235-5849 (6:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Everyday)

2,200 SQ. FT./.90¢/SQ. FT.

MIDDLE ROAD, GUALO RAl

OFFICE SPACE FOR RENT

LOCATED AT THE 2ND FLOOR OF
BRIGHT MORNING STAR BLDG. 2

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL TEL. NO. 233-1133

Pizzal | First Shell Gas| | Mochi’'s/ ||BRIGHT MORNING
Hut Hawaiian| {Station The Field| |STAR BLDG. 2
Bank

L_J

MIDDLE ROAD

HOUSE
FOR RENT
Nice 3 Bedroom, 2 Bathroom Concrete
House with Ocean View
Quiet Rural Location in the Papago Area
24 Hour Water
Unfurnished
$1,500.00 per month
Phone: 256-3394

commerclal Space

" For Rent

. Umt Size 1,058 sq. ft

» 4 Units avallable
Located at tourist site of
Garapan

-very reasonable prices

EVERGREEN PLAZA BLDG.
Tel. 234-6789 or 322-5004

Two . ..

Continued from page 4

regarding an issue, we would
know who to contact to voice
coneems, etc.

As was taught to me “Democracy
isnota spectator sport.”” My personal
opinion is students still need to know
the names of elected officials. (To
eliminate any concems, the quiz
master gave specific instructions
to use the legalname of the mayor,
otherwise Uncle George would
have also been correct for some.)

This event is a learning experi-
ence for our high school students
who organize, solicit, write ques-
tions, act as judges, proctors,
scorekeepers, setup and clean up.

Theevent teaches many skills—
like planning, coordinating, work-
ing as a team, giving willingly of
yourself—all of which are very
important later in life.

For the elementary level, we
hope that students will also learn
to work as a team (not individu-
ally), be able to accept challenge
and defeat, use analytical thought
tosolveproblems and apply higher
order of thinking to raise con-
cerns/objections.

One of the questions not drawn
in the random selection stated:
The U.S. Constitution’s First
Amendment guarantees five ba-
sic freedoms: Name two. Al-

though some may think “trivial,”
I think these freedoms are very
important.

It is these freedoms that allow
individuals like Ms. Beth Nepaial
to say whatever she feels, to de-
valuate and demean the efforts of
students without giving it a sec-
ond thought.

At least she can sleep now.

KAREN L. BORJA
NHS Advisor/MHS Teacher

TB-stricken . . .

Continued from page 3

cated... (the employer) shall immedi-
atelypurchase aone-way repatriation
ticket and shall deliver the said ticket
tothe Divisionof Immigration,” Asper
also ruled.

Asper likewise moved to revoke
Jin’s entry permit.

Jin’scase cameattheheight of new

regulations imposed by government
on the screening of the nonresident
workers’ health.

The emergency regulation was is-
sued after a study done by the Center
for Disease Control showed that TB
has reached “epidemic” proportions
in the Commonwealth.

Thenewregulationdoesaway with
skin tests to ensure accurate analysis.

Italsomade HI'V and syphillis tests
mandatory.

Congress .

Continued from page 2

unsealed a motion by Clinton’s law-
yer, accusingspecial prosecutorKen-
neth Starrof leaking grand jury mate-
rial tothe news media. Lawyer David
E. Kendall asked U.S.

District Judge Norma Holloway
Johnson for a hearing, at which Starr
would be forced to prove he did not
violate grand jury secrecy.

Kendall said he couldn’t say
whether the hearing took place or is
scheduled, because of grand jury se-
crecy requirements. He has made
such accusations publicly, and Starr
denied the leaks but still ordered an
internal investigation of his office.

Ms. Lewinsky’s lawyers have re-
peatedly refused to describe the ex-
tent of her relationship with Clinton
except to say it was “collegial.” But

there are signs they are laying the
groundwork to argue she told the
truth when she swore in an affidavit
that she “never had a sexual relation-
ship with the president.”

Such anargument would probably
rest on a narrow definition of sexual
relations that involves only inter-
course, and would leave open the
possibility of other physical activity
such as oral sex.

“She stands by her affidavit,”
Ginsburg has said several times in
recent days, repeating a line he has
used frequently since early in the
controversy _ even before prosecu-
tors made an offer of immunity in
exchange for her cooperation. That
offer was abruptly withdrawn.

Secret tape recordings of Ms.
Lewinsky’s conversations with Pen-
tagonfriend Linda Tripp, whichhave
been tumed over to prosecutors, may

provide ammunition for a defense
that rested on the argument that Ms.
Lewinsky did not have intercourse
with the president.

Individuals familiar with Tripp’s
conversations with Ms. Lewinsky,
dozens of which were recorded, have
said the former intem spoke of having
oral sex with Clinton, One time, how-
ever, she told Tripp that she asked
Clinton why they did not have sexual
intercourse and the president told her
he couldnotriskit, the individualssaid.

Ginsburg’s recent public appear-
ances, along with a television inter-
view granted by Ms. Lewinsky’s fa-
ther,havealsoraisedthe prospectthat
while she did not fabricate a relation-
ship withClintonshe may have exag-
gerated some details in the Tripp
tapes.

“My daughter is a very excitable
person,” Bernard Lewinsky said.

Lawyer. . .

Continued from page 2

| APARTMENT
FOR RENT

Sally’s Apartment
North of PIC

Call Sally at 234-3694

HOUSE FOR RENT‘
men Safeway Enterprises -
3 BEDROOM CONCRETE HOUSE,

Semi Furnished, 1 Car Garage
Located in San Vicente
Please call 234-7490 for more information

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Studio Type $350.00-$400.00 per
month, utilities not included, quiet,
single or couple only, immediate
move-in. in Koblerville

Tel. 234-1233 (Bay); 288-2222 (Evening)

i CAPITOL HILL:
Execuuve Brand New lLarge 2
Bedroom, Furnished Townhome View,
Private road entrance 24 hr. water,
outside barbecue area Washer/Dryer
and A/C Yardman included in rent
$1,000 @ month 322-0828

» A Japanese Style (Kushiyaki)
Restaurant and Coffee Shop

* Bar & Kitchen Equipment Furnished

» At Tourist Belt Garapan

 Call 234-6789 / 322-5004

automatic authorization of the use of
force against in Iraq in this current
resolution.”

Qin said that although China sup-
ported the resolution, *“‘our misgiv-
ings about the possible abuse of this
resolution have not beenremoved. ...
The passing of this resolution in no
way means that the Security Council
automatically authorizes any state to
use force against Iraq.”

The resolutionendorsed the agree-
ment that Annan signed in Baghdad
tast week with Tragi Deputy Prime
Minister Tariq Aziz to allow U.N.
inspectors, accompanied by diplo-
mats, 1o visit eight presidential pal-
aces which Baghdad had placed off
limits.

Annan’sagreementalsoreaffirmed
the rightof U.N. inspectorstoenterall
sites in Iraq to determine if the Iragis
have complied with U.N. orders, is-
sued at the end of the 1991 Persian
Gulf War, to destroy all long-range
missiles and nuclear, chemical and

biological weapons.

That is the main condition for the
council to lift crippling economic
sanctionsimposedin 1990afterPresi-
dent Saddam Hussein invaded Ku-
wait, touching off the Gulf conflict.

Since last week, the British and
Japanese, who sponsored the resolu-
tion, have circulated several versions
in an attempt to satisfy all council
members. The original draft wamed
Iraq of “‘severest consequences” if it
violated the accord.

That was softened Friday to *very
serious consequences,” but in an ap-
parent attempt to placate Washing-
ton, the “‘severest consequences”
phrase was reinserted into the text on
Monday.

But the difficulties encountered in
reaching a consensus cast doubt on
the Clinton administration’s claims
that if Iraq violated the deal there
wouldbestrong intermnational support
for military action.

During lengthy meetings through-
out the day, envoys from such coun-
tries as Brazil, Sweden, Costa Rica
and Portugal, which normally sup-
port the U.S. stand against Irag, made

clear they opposed any resolution
that would give Washington a blank
check for an attack if Iraq doesn’t
honor the accord.

The United States has maintained
that it has sufficient authority to use
force under several resolutions en-
actedsince 1991.But France,Russia,
China and others dispute that inter-
pretation.

Annan’sagreement hasdrawncriti-
cism from Republicans in Congress
because it allegedly made too many
concessions to the Iragis. Critics
claimed the presence of diplomats on
palace inspections will complicate
the element of surprise and under-
minethe U.N. Special Commission,
which performs them.

In a rare appearance during a
council debate, Annan personally
defended the accord, which he
said had strengthened the role of
the special commission and its
controversial chairman, Richard
Butler.

But Annan also said the United
Nations must act “with respect
for the sovereignty and dignity of
every member,” including Iraq.

"~ AIDS PIIEVEN'I‘IIIN
'+~ easyash,B;C,
A-Abstam B= Be faithful C= Condom use' |
. It's your choice. ' . - .
Call 234-5100 (24 hrs.) for free confldennal |
testing or.info. :

Council .

Continued from page 2

toward Iraq.

But he said it would be wrong
either to send in U.S. ground
troops or to try to arrange for
Saddam’sassassination_suggest-
ing finding Saddam would be ex-

tremely difficult and an assassi-
nation order would “send a signal
tothe world thatundercuts Ameri-
can values.”

Instead, Woolsey, who headed
the CIA from February 1993 to
January 1995, had these sug-
gestions for the United States:
Recognize an Iraqi govern-
ment-in-exile and provide it

with financial support and some
arms, such as anti-tank weapons,
establish a “no-fly zone” over the
entire nation and broadcast anti-
Saddam messages into the coun-
try.

Also, be “prepared to use force
from the air when _ and I say
when, not if _ Saddam violates
the agreement,” Woolsey said.
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ey Matianas “Variety di%
Classified Ads Section

DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication
NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incorrect, call us
B immediately to make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety

| News and Views is responsible only for one incorrect insertion. We
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time.

Employment Wanted

‘Job Vacancy
Announcement

01 PHOTOGRAPER-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: RENATO G. AZUCENAS dba
Sunshine Photo Shop Tel. 234-3193(3/
4)W25564

01 FABRICATOR INSTALLER-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN ALUMINUM & GLASS
CO. Tel. 233-2410(3/4)W25565

01 DELIVERY RT. TRUCK DRIVER-
Salary: $3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN ICE & WATER CO.,
INC. Tel. 233-9298(3/4)W70798

01 WAITER-Salary: $3.05-3.50 per hour
Contact: NINO'S INC. Tel. 233-9298(3/
4)W70797

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Salary:
$700.00 per month

Contact: UNITED PACIFIC INVEST-
MENT Tel. 234-3311(3/11)W25633

03 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

01 AUTO BODY REPAIRER- Salary

$3.05 per hour

Contact: ALLAN E. CYNTHIA S. RO-
DEO dba Tanapag Auto Repair Shop
Tel. 322-5572(3/11)W25635

02 ELECTRICIAN-Salary: $3.15 per
hour

02 PIPE FITTER-Salary: $3.15 per hour
02 WELDER-Salary: $3.15 per hour
Contact: GR CONSTRUCTION CO. Tel.
234-2467(3/11)W25636

04 (CONSTRUCTION SUPERVISOR)-
Salary:$4.00-8.00 per hour

05 CONSTRUCTION WORKER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

02 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour

05 MASON-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
05 STEEL WORKER-Salary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

05 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per
hour

Contact: FLETCHER PACIFIC CON-
STRUCTION CO., LTD. (CNMI) Tel.
234-3301(3/18)W70983

01 EXPEDITER-Salary:$800.00 per
month

Contact: CPS ELECTRIC, INC. Tel. 235-
9607 (3/18)W25727

01 COOK-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: CHALON INTERNATIONAL
OF SAIPAN, INC. dba Indian Curry
House/Mandarin Ramen No phone calls
please (3/11)W25638

01 PAINTER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: PHILIPPINE GOODS CON-
STRUCTION, INC. dba Gen. Construc-
tion Contractor Tel. 234-6485(3/
11)W70918

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary: $600-800
per month

01 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.50 per hour

Contact: PELLEY ENTERPRISES, INC.
Tel. 233-9298(3/4)W70799

02 MARINE DIESEL MECHANIC-Sal-
ary: $3.05-4.00 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN SEA VENTURES,
INC. Tel. 233-3973(3/4)W70805

01 PARTS CLERK-Salary: $3.10 per
hour

Contact: ANTONIO C. CRUZ dba
Maharlika Ents. Tel. 234-5561(3/
4)W25566

01 EXECUTIVE SECRETARY-Salary:
$3.05-4.50 per hour

Contact: JESUS V. DELEON
GUERRERO dba JM & Associates Tel.
234-3533(3/4)W70815

01 SALES MANAGER-Salary: $3.05
per hour

Contact: JOHNDEL INTERNATIONAL,
INC. dba JMi-Edison (Saipan) Tel. 235-
1737(3/11)W25641

01 PLUMBER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
01 PAINTER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
03 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
01 STEEL WORKER-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

01 MASON-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: EMILIO P. QUIATCHON SR.
dba EQ Construction Tel. 234-8827(3/
11)W25642

01 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: USA FANTER CORP,, LTD.
dba G.C. Construction Contractor Tel.
233-0775(3/11)W25643

02 ELECTRICIAN-Salary: $3.05-3.20
per hour

01 CARPENTER-Salary: $3.35 per hour
03 MASON-Salary: $3.15-3.40 per hour
01 WELDER, COMBINATION-Salary:
$3.90 per hour

01 PLUMBER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
03 WELDER-Salary: $3.15-3.55 per
hour

01 TINSMITH-Salary: $3.35 per hour
Contact: TANO GROUP, INC. Tel. 235-
6653(3/11)W70930

01 PASTRY COOK (DOUGH MIXER)-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

01 ELECTRICAL ENGINEER-Salary:
$5.30-5.57 per hour

01 CASHIER-Salary: $3.05-3.20 per
hour

01 WAITRESS, RESTAURANT-Salary:
$3.05-3.20 per hour

01 AUTOMOBILE PAINTER-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Salary:
$3.05-3.20 per hour

01 FRONT OFFICE SUPERVISOR-
Salary: $1,300-1,500 per month

01 FRONT OFFICE MANAGER-Salary:
$1,800-2,000 per month

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary: $3.05-3.20 per hour

Contact: KAN PACIFIC SAIPAN, LTD.
Tel. 322-4692(3/11)W70933

02 AUTO BODY REPAIRER-Salary:
$3.75 per hour

Contact: PELLEY ENTERPRISES, INC.
Tel. 233-9298(3/11)W70935

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary: $800-835.00 per month

Contact: JESUS V. DELEON
GUERRERO dba JM & Associates Tel.
234-3533(3/11)W70939

14 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05-3.60 per hour

01 FINISHING SUPERVISOR-Salary:
$4.50-5.00 per hour

02 CUTTER-Salary: $3.05-3.60 per
hour

02 IRONER (PRESSER)-Salary: $3.05-
3.60 pei hour

Contact: MICHIGAN, INC. Tel. 234-
9555(3/11)W25644

01 PLUMBER-Salary: $3.50 per hour
Contact: SUSANA T. MAFNAS dba
Traveler's Lodge Apartelle Tel. 235-
5121(3/11)W25645

01 BAKER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: WINCHELL'S INC. dba
Winchell's Donut House Tel. 235-
0247(3/11)W25646

01 ARCHITECTURAL DRAFTER-Sal-
ary:$1,277.00 per month

Contact: JOSE K. PANGELINAN dba
MD Group & Assoc. Tel. 234-0484(3/
18)W25724

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05 per
hour
Contact: ROMAN B. MATSUMOTO dba
Garapan Safeway Tel. 234-5765(3/
18)W25720

-

01 HOUSE WORKER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: NAINA ENTERPRISES INC.
dba Roshis Variety Store Tel. 234-
6533(3/18)W25719

01 ASSISTANT FRONT OFFICE MAN-
AGER-Salary:$8.50-10.38 per hour

04 SUPERVISOR, FRONT DESK-Sal-
ary:$4.50-8.65 per hour

02 WAITRESS, RESTAURANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.39 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN HOTEL CORP. dba
Hafadai Beach Hotel Tel. 234-6495(3/
18)W70989

03 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

Contact: SOON SIK CHOI dba Choi's
Enterprises Tel. 233-4242(3/18)W25728

01 ELECTRICAL SUPERVISOR-Sal-
ary:$3.75-4.00 per hour

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary:$800.00
per month

06 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.25-3.75
per hour

Contact: WORLD ELECTRIC &
CONST. CO., INC. Tel. 235-6233(3/
18)W25717

01 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MANUEL A. TENORO dba T
& S Const. Tel. 234-8099(3/18)W25730

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: SOON SIK CHO! dba Choi's
Enterprises Tel. 233-4242(3/18)W26729

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

Contact: WESTERN PACIFIC, INC. Tel.
322-9561(3/18)W70982

‘Salary: $3.05 per hour
APPLY AT:

GUANGDONG DEVELOPMENT CO., LTD.
Tel. (670) 288-6688 « 288-2288

Asia Marianas
International Resources
is Recruiting Workers from Thailand

Please call:
234.5765 » 287-2842

LOT FOR SALE

02 DRESSMAKER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: SBR ENT., INC. dba Lizelle
Dress Shop Tel. 235-4536(3/
18)W25716

01 SALES SUPERVISOR-Salary:$3.50
per hour

Contact: LUCKY CORPORATION dba
Lucky Star & Shoe Mart Tel. 235-1998(3/
18)W25726

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,800.00 per month

Contact: FTD, LTD. Tel. 322-3366(3/
18)W25736

01 SALES MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,675.00 per month

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,400.00
per month

Contact: WESTERN SALES TRADING
COMPANY Tel. 234-6031(3/18)W25733

PUBLIC NOTICE
IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

in the Matter of the Adoption of
Geremy Castro Lloyd, and
Jennifer Castro Lloyd

Minor Children.

FCD-AD Civil Action No. 98-0053

TICE EARIN
PEYITION FOR ADOPTION

- TO: The Office of the Attorney General
and All Others Whom It May Concern:

Please take notice that the petition of
Charles Bruce Lloyd and Remedios Castro
Llioyd, for the adoption of the minor children
ident:fied in the petition and requesting
termination of the parental rights of the

San Vicente, 1583 sq.m, ——
Tuturan. 5851 sq.m.  ———
Capitol Hill, 3420 sq.m, ———
Contact: Frank Yuan
Tel: 1-626-588-3660 Fax: 1-626-588-3635
E-mail: frank@c-me.com

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

Marianas Management Company,
Plaintiff,

vs.
AIR MARIANAS, INC., and the unknown
administrators, successors, assigns and
personal representatives of the above named
defendant.

Defendant,

Civil Action No. 98-0069C

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO: AR MARIANAS, INC., and the unknown
administrators, successors, assigns and personal
representatives of the above-named defendant

You are hereby summoned and required to
serve upon Carlsmith Ball Wichman Case &
Ichiki, plaintiff's attomeys, whose address is
Carlsmith Building, Capitol Hill, PO. Box 5241
CHRB, Saipan, MP 96950, an answer to the
Complaint to Quiet Title which is hereby served
upon you on or before April 16, 1998. If you fail
to do so, judgment by default will be taken
against you for the relief demanded in the
Complaint. You may obtain a copy of the
Complaint at the Commonwealth Superior Court
in Susupe, or by contacting Carlsmith Ball
Wichman Case & Ichiki at (670) 322-3455.
Dated: March 2, 1998

| RESTAURANT FOR LEASE OR SALE

Location: Garapan, Hote! Street
Size: 20 1. x 14 {t. together w/
a built-in B.B.Q. room.
Price: 1) lease: $2,000/month include power
2) sale:  $12,000-$15,000-negotiable
Call: 287-1108 Serious Inquiry Only

1989 Toyota Tercel

Good Dependable Transportation

2200 OBO
Call: John at 288-3484

/s/Deputy Clerk of Court

minor children’s biological father, will come
before the Court for hearing on Thursday,
March 12, 1998, at 9:00 a.m., CNM!
Superior Court, Susupe, Saipan.

Dated this 18th day of February, 1998.

CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT
by: /s/ Deputy Clerk of Court

NEW in TANAPAG Main Road side
+« FURNISHED APARTMENT
2 Bedroom $750.00/mo.
3 Bedroom $900.00/mo.
Studio $500.00/mo.
400.00/mo.

+ SHOP (1.130 Sqf)  S1,500/mo.

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Please call 322-6363; 322-2312, 2350235 |

APRRUMENY FOR AN

« 2 Bedroom (fully furnished)ﬁ
» 24 hour water
« Back-up generator

EVERGREEN APARTMENTS

{Navy Hill
234-6789 322?5004

ROOM FOR RENT

+ Part of a Big House
+ fully furnished and very spacious
* 4 bedroom, 2-bathroom big house
Located in Fina Sisu
For more info call 288-6471 (leave message)
Miscellaneous furniture & appliance
for Sale Call 288-6471

COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

In the Matter of Petition

for Adoption of:

SHEENA SALCEDO GALVAN,

minor,

By: URSULA DELA CRUZ

GALVAN,

Petitioner.

FCD AD CASE NO. 98-0060

NOTICE OF HEARING

Notice is hereby given that on
March 26, 1998, at 9:00 a.m. in the
courthouse of the Superior Court in
Saipan, Commonwealth of the
Northern Mariana Islands, the
petitioner will petition the Court to
adopt the above named minor.

Dated this 26th day of February,
1998.

/SIREYNALDO O. YANA
Attorney for Petitioner

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF
THE COMMONWEALTH OF THE
NORTHERN MARIANA ISLANDS

In the Matter of the Adoption of
WU, HAO
A minor child.

FCD-AD Civil Action No. 97-016 1

NOTICE OF HEARING

TO: THE OFFICE OF THE
ATTORNEY GENERAL AND ALL
OTHERS WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the petition of
Xu, Guang Qian, for the adoption of the
minor child identified in the pelition and
requesting termination of the parental rights
of the minor child's biological parents, will

LAND FOR

LEASE/SALE

948 Square-Meter in Koblerville

For more information contact:
253-7646 leave a message

come before the Court for hearing on April
2, 1998, at 9:00 a.m. in the Superior Court,
Susupe, Saipan.

DATED this 24th day of February, 1998.
CLERK OF THE SUPERIOR COURT

Is/ DEPUTY CLERK OF COURT

APARTMENT FOR RENT

Location: San Vicente

1 Bedroom, fully furnished with
aircon

* 24 hours water operation

+ with generator

Contact Tel. No. 235-8843, ask for Wendy

PV S S
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

SOME GUY DEVELOFED A ALL

He SAaYs SEND HIM
“CLR NAME AVD ACDRESS

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

THAT PAR ‘G ' IL SO0 SovE ACROSS 43 Negative
N0 KDDING... AND HEL MAIL 1 “Scooby —" “ (F;%\ﬁr)s ¢ Answer to Previous Puzzle
PEES T ORR? ((é: 4 Plant firmly 45 Author of “A SORETAIN
> 9 Gigantic Doll's House" SIAIGER | |IG]L
12 Click beetle 47 District in T|i |[AJMSIEIEID[SEE[RIE
13 Fathered London E[R[S|K[T|N[EJC[A[R[EW
14 Bikini top 2(1) Pgéga:;gr?y EIASIEMGIUIL L*
g' :g ﬁﬂrgfﬁeﬂ by 54 Couple el TIOINIISIMIAILILTE[SIT
g a wound 85 African ploluls|E 1 [L[A[YICIE
: 17 goplaud Roma E[S[SJC|OM[E[THID/O/N
g 56 R 7
3 18 Basebele  s7us.couse  [NJCHMHIOIN/EJME|BIEIRIT
2 20 Symbol for 58 Pedestal SIAITIAIN{ 1 |{SIMBRAIC|EIS
tanlalun?D 59 Honest — A[L|O|THRE|B[R[O
21 Vigoda LIE
; DOWN P{HINIOIMIWIH|E|E|D
52 Large " TIEDM I RATEQEAR
crowds 1 Insecticide AMYICIE[SIA|RRIB] |
28 Evil inits. ted Foature Syndicate
30 Chemist, e.g. 2 Companion 1-21 © 1998 United Feature Syn
32 Burden of aah o
34 Harem room 3 Utah city mayor (inits.) 21 “t have ——
35 Abate 4 Sends forth 9 Container to pick with
36 Indis- 5 Small (abbr.) i you" .
pensable universe 10 Mr. Gershwin 22 They blow in
39 Bernstein, 6 Donkey's cry 11 Hiatus® the wind
for short 7 Ending with 17 Ala— 24 Stomach
40 High regard mountain 19 — fresco discomfort
41 Southern St. 8 Former N.Y. 20 Heavy weight 25 Waitch face
26 City on the
TP 7 10 [ Ruhr
""" 27 Office worker.
ik} 29 g)r short
3 assageway
Jolh OARS 42 5 i 31 réllounlgin on
rete
PEANUTS® b Char'es M SChUIZ 33 Take care of
y ) (2 wds.)
' : AT
Andy and Olaf || 50,0f course, || In the meantime, TXOLE EE N 38 Aftime
never” reached || Mickey never | [ spike was still - of ines if § o Smnt
Mickey Mouse ||sent thelimo. || waiting for them|zl am can d6 PBS series
on thé phone. out onthe desert.|3| oo see §uHith - Fem. holy
% £ P 48 Possess
[E‘ p § " 1 49 One not into
& sharing
§ ; 3 § i & (slang)
g 50 Butter square
% T 3 .- 52 Bone of the
2 T body
54 53 Even score
22 55 Catch some
: 57 — (sleep)
STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

WEDNESDAY, March 4, 1998
By Stella Wilder

Born today, you are one of the
most curious, fun-loving and ex-
perimental individuals born un-
der your sign as well as being
remarkably driven, determined

and hardworking. It is likely that
you will be attracted to the most
unusual and unorthodox of ca-
reers, and this will demand that
you build for yourself a life and a
lifestyle that accommodates your
needs and desires in the most un-
usual and unorthodox of ways.
What is remarkable is that as
strange as things may get for you,
you live in a way that has others
thinking that everything is nor-
mal and routine.

You seem to have boundless
energy, and your concern for the
people around you is unequalled.
Even while working for yourown
eain, you are continually doing

things that benefitboth your com-
munity and the world at large.
You are one of the world’s great
benefactors.

Also born on this date are: Jane
Goodall, anthropologist; Kevin
Johnson, basketball player; Paula
Prentiss, actress.

To see what is 1n store for you
tomorrow, find your birthday and
read the corresponding paragraph.
et your birthday star be your
daily guide.

THURSDAY, MARCH 5

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
— This is a good day to make that
purchase you've been putting off
for some time. It may be a case of
now or never, so what’s your de-

cision?

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
~— You and a friend or co-worker
may find yourselves at cross-pur-
poses today, but you can work

things out well if you just take it
slow.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
— Keep your eyes on someone
close to you today, and you’ll
learn an important lesson even as
you uncover something that is
cause for concern.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— The time has come for you to
break with tradition and follow

your instincts where a particular
issue is concerned. You can wait
no longer.

CANCER (June 21-July 22)
— Take care that you don’t jump
to conclusions today. You must
be willing to wait your turn when
it comes to collecting informa-
tion you need.

LEO (July23-Aug.22)—You
may not understand all of the
messages that come your way to-
day, but you’ll realize that almost
all of them can be of special ben-
efit.

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22) —
You cancounton someoneelse to
come up withaplan today that fits
you like a glove and allows you
the freedom you need toexplore a
little.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
Progress comes in fits and starts
today, but you’ll be ahead of the
game by day’s end if you remain
patient and diligent.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
— Take care that you’re not set-
tling for something under par to-

dayonly toease tensions between
yourself and a friend. Get what
you want!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — You may have to get
involvedinsomething thatdoesn’t
particularly suit you today, only
louncoverone ortwo very impor-
tant answers.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19) — Speak softly today, and
listen carefully to what others have
1o say. You can get better results
by beingless aggressive and more
receptive.

AQUARIUS (Jan.20-Feb. 18)
— Anything you try to do under
the table today is likely to back-
fire on you, so you're going to
want to keep everything above
board.

Copyright 1998, United Fea-
ture Syndicate, Inc.

END Your Birthday 03-04-98

FIND THE WORDS. THE NAMES
™ OF THE P ICTURE CLUES ARE

HIDDEN IN THE SQUARE. CIRCLE EACH WORD, GOING ACROSS,
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Len's Lounge Lizards Ho% R

Blind Hats 0 B0
Divislon C:

Nompac Papaltan Boyz 29 15 66

1998 Budlight Dart League
Statistics as of January 23
Divislon A:

Team Win LossPct  Big T-White Tuna 2% 18 59
Norpac Dart Busters-A 42 18 70  Rudy's Rudeties 2% 18 59
Crown Royals 34 26 57  Coffea Care 2 23 48
MGD Dont Touch MyBeer 24 21 53 Angus Besf Eaters m a7
Oleai Beach Bums 32 28 5 Oleai Totally Uncorked 1B 8130
Lens Strikers 30 30 50

RudysWhiteTrash . 22 23 49 Masters Division:
Revolution X 28" 3 47 - LiteBeerAnoPa - 2% 19 88
RCA 2 25 44 OlaiBeach Restaurant 32 28 53
Akashi 0 4 0  Pac AmusementPlayboys 32 28 53

NomacDartBustersM 0 45 0
Divislon B: Mixed Doubles Division:

STS Snipers 30 14 68 - Lydiaand Manny 2 11 67
Nopac DartBustersB 21 12 64  JenyandLeah 2 15 66
- Saipan Jet Ski Club 26 18 59  DonandLove 21 17 6
Buds Bar Choice 19 14 58  Joeland Mara 21 17 6
Islarid Magic - 24 20 55  Rudyand Miles 15 18 4
TDC Puro Pinoy 19 2 &8  Joeand Maricel 15 18 45
Mom's Bad Company 12 21 36  PadandJean 19 25 &

Cristy and Sebastion 7 7%
Edgie and Gwendalyn 12 21 3%
Wayne and Jean 5 29 4

Agassi. ..

Continued from page 24

“I’'m playing very well. To win
any tournament does great things
for you.”

Agassi started slowly and
seemed on his way to a second
straight first-round Scottsdale
exit. He double-faulted to give
Portas a 3-1 lead in the first set
and had trouble handling Portas’
118 mph (189 kph) serves.

But Agassi was just settling in.

“There’s not going to be any
one-'n’-done this year; I'm here
for the duration,” he said.

In the second set, he broke
Portas for the first time to take a 2-

0 lead, then broke him in three of
the 24-year-old Spaniard’s next
four service games.

“I played him good the first
set,” Portas said. “After that, I
was alittle bit tired. In the second
set, he returned all my serves and
I could do nothing.”

Agassi’s own serve began to
sizzle as his success continued,
winning at love in both the sixth
and eighth games of the third set.

Albert Costa, the world’s 22nd-
ranked player, broke Dosedel in
the second game and was ahead
3-0 before his Czech opponent
rallied to tie the first set 4-4.

Dosedel went ahead 5-3 in the
tiebreaker, but the Spaniard won
the last four points.

Sportsbits . . .

Continued from page 24

40km bike, 10km run.

For more information, contact
Stuart Smith at 256-0292.

Kk
Taga Classic Body Building
Championship

The Body Building Associa-
tion has scheduled the Taga Clas-
sic Body Building Championship

for May 9th.

Deadline for interested com-
petitors is March 13th. The asso-
ciation has established a $25.00
annual membership fee.

The time and venue for the
championship have not been de-
termined yet.

For more information, contact
Ty Izuka at 234-7514 or Abner
Venus at 234-5911.{p.7. castro)

Team ...

Continued from page 24

Roots rallied eight runs with Paul
Camacho hitting a 2-run homer
and his brother Cris a solo
homerun. In the sixth inning they
scored another three runs with
Mike Camacho hitting 2-run
homer.

Greg F. Camacho and Mike
Camacho was three forthree while
Mike Remsen of 7-Up hit a 3-run
homer in the bottom of the sixth.

Game Three
MGD Starters 20, Northwest 2

The game between the Start-
ers and the Northwest was
shutoff in the fifth inning.

The Starters started off with
five runs in the first inning
and then rallied eight runs in
the second in which Ed Cepeda
batted a 3-run homer followed
by Joe Saures with a solo
homerun.

Dave Santos also batted a
three-run homer in the second
inning.

In the third inning they man-
aged to score five runs and in
the fifth inning two. Ed
Cepeda and Florencio Falig
were both three for four.

Game Four
Taga Warriors 9, Chelus 6

The fourth game was for-
feited in the third inning be-
cause Chelus lacked a player.

Game Five

Hit & Run 13, Turtles 6

The Hit and Run was score-
less in the first two innings.

In the third inning they ral-
lied six runs in which Bart
Jackson scored a two-run
homer. '

They scored one in the
fourth, four in the fifth and
two runs in the sixth. Jeff
Cabrera was three for three.

In the sixth inning Allan
Aguon hit a solo homerun.

Wizards stop Lakers;
Hornets rout Wizards

WASHINGTON (AP) _ Chris
Webber had 31 points as the Wash-
ington Wizards handed the slamping
Los Angeles Lakers their second
straight loss, 96-86 Monday night.

Shaquille O’Neal had 28 points
and 15 rebounds, but Los Angeles
could not rebound from Sunday’s
101-891oss tothe New York Knicks.

The Lakers, who are without in-
jured point guard Nick Van Exel, lost
for the sixth time in 11 games.

The Wizards recovered from their
worst loss of the season, a 103-77
drubbing by Dallas on Saturday.

The Lakers, the NBA'sworst free -
throw shooting team, were just 12-
for-22 from the line, including 6-for-
11 in the fourth quarter.

O’Neal was 4-for-9.

Tiger Woods, of Windermere, Fia., chips up on the 18

"The victory put the Wizards above
the .500 mark and into ninth place in
the Eastern Conference.

Washington improved to 3-3 with
onc game to go in its longest
homestand of the season.

Hornets 112, Warriors 83

In Chariotte, North Carolina, Glen

Rice’s club-record 135-game streak
of scoring in double figures ended,
but Matt Geiger scored a career-high
25 peints to lead the Charlotte Hor-
nets past road-weary Golden State,

Geiger hit 13 of 17 field-goal at-
tempts and grabbed seven rebounds
beforeheand the rest of Charlotte’s
starters sat out the last quarter of
the Hornets’ fifth consecutive vic-
tory.

Rice, who had averaged 27

hey Y

h hole during a playoff against Billy Mayfair in the final

pointsin his previousnine games,
was held to nine points on 3-for-
11 shooting. The Warriors still
lost their fourth road game in five
nights — all by at least 20 points.

Pistons 100, Mavericks 94

In Auburn Hills, Michigan,
Grant Hill had 35 points as the
Detroit Pistons defeated Dallas.

Jerry Stackhouse had 20 points,
including four straight during a
crucial run late in the fourth.
Jerome Williams had a career-
high 14 rebounds.

The Mavericks, who couldn’t
build on Saturday’s 103-77 blow-
out win over Washington, got 21
points each from Michael Finley and
Cedric Ceballos, who had 17 from
the free throw line.

round of the Nissan Open, Sunday in Valencia, Calif. Mayfair won the playoff when he birdied the hole. ap

oot

X

DOJ
<

best interest of CDA.

/s/ LYDIAM. SABLAN

Acting Executive Director

&) COMMONWEALTH DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
INVITATION FOR BID

IFB98-01

The Commonwealth Development Authority (CDA) through its Chairman, Juan S. Tenorio
is soliciting competitive sealed bids for an office space for the CDA branch in Tinian.

The building must be conducive for office use, a concrete structure with a minimum office
space of 800 square feet ground floor, air-conditioned and ample parking. The building
must be easily accessible to a public road and situated in San Jose Village, Tinian. The
building should have adequate lighting, electrical outlets, indoor toilet, and meet the ADA
requirements. Owner must maintain public liability insurance for not less than $100,000
per accident and not less than $300,000 total coverage for a one time aggregate claim.
Owner must also provide coverage for typhoon, fire and extended coverage for the building.
The term of the lease is for one (1) year with the option to renew for additional periods by
the Lessee (CDA). Interested Lessor should submit their written bid in a sealed envelope
marked IFB98-01 no later than 3:00 p.m. Friday, March 20, 1998.

Attention bids and/or queries to:

Ms. Lydia M. Sablan
Acting Executive Director

Commonwealth Development Authority

P.O. Box 2149
Saipan, MP 96950

The Commonwealth Development Authority reserves the right to reject any proposal in the
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1997 BANMI Basketball League:

Just for Fun wins by default

By Priscilla T. Castro
Variety News Staff

JUST FOR Fun won by forfeiture
against Unified Team, mostof whose
players didn’t show up last Monday

at the Gilbert C. Ada Gymnasium.
In the second game the Toyota
Wheels defeated Get Covered Suif,
101-96.
George DeGuzman was the lead-

BANMI standings

Team Win Loss
Nationals | 2 1
Wheels 10

1
Pac. Trading Lite 10 2
Get CoveredSurf 9 4
Rep. PeterLebwel 5 6
Hi-Five 4§ 7

Agassi dominates first-round

L.A. OfAces 2 10

Kontrarios 2 9

Spoilers 0 13

Women's:

MTC 6 0.
- Just for Fun 3 4

Unified 1 6

opponent in Scottdale

SCOTTSDALE, Arizona (AP) _
Andre Agassi, bent on a tumnaround
after the worst season of his 12-year
pro career, knocked sixth-seeded
Albert Portas of Spain out of the
Franklin Templeton Tennis Classic
with a 3-6, 6-1, 6-2 first-round win
Monday night.

“Istarted stepping up the pace, and
he was unable to respond,” Agassi
said after improving his 1998 match
record to 12-2. Thatequalshis victory
total of 1997, when he was 12-12 and
finished out of the ATP Tour top 100
(No. 122) for the first time.

No. 2 Albert Costa was the only
seeded player to beat the first-round
jinx thisyearwith a7-6(7-5),6-1 win
over Slava Dosedel of the Czech
Republic.

Allseven Spaniards in the 32-man
field played on Monday, and only
Albert Costa and Carlos Costa were
left at the end.

Carlos Costa defeated No. 3
Magnus Norman of Sweden 6-4,7-6
(8-6); Jeff Tarango upset No. 5 Fran-
cisco Clavet of Spain 4-6, 7-6 (7-5),

6-4, and Dominik Hrbaty of Slovaki

allas Ma vrik ’ ha/l Reeves
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' (6) dives for the ball
qqeder in Auburn H/IIs Mich., on Mc))nday. AP
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ousted No. 7 Julian Alonso of Spain
6-2,6-2.

In other singles action, Ecuador’s
Nicolas Lapentti beat Javier Sanchez
3-6, 6-3, 6-2 and Sjeng Schalken of
Monaco defeated Galo Blanco 6-3,
7-6 (7-4).

Agassi, whose career swung from
aNo. 1 world ranking in 1995, when
he won seven times, to 141st at one
point last year, won in San Jose,
California, two weeks ago for hisfirst
title in more than a year.

That improved him to a No. 50
ranking. It wasn’t enough to merit a
seeding inthe dlrs 340,000 Scottsdale
event, the first outdoor ATP Tour
tournament of the year in North
America, but stamped him as the
favorite in an event he won in 1993
and 1994.

Italso gave him the feeling that his
training regimen _ he has lost 16
pounds (7 kilograms) toreach a play-
ing weight of 165 (74 kilograms) _is
starting to pay off.

“It’s more because it’s a reflection
of where things are,” he said. **

ingscorerforthe Toyota Wheels with
of 32 points.

Edwin Bubos gathered atotal of 28
points.

Bob Lee also assisted the Wheels
by contributing 15 points.

The Toyota Wheels are now in
second place tothe Nationals with 10
wins and 1 loss.

Roy Matagolai, Hi-Five's leading
scorer with 38 points while D. Sablan
scored a total of 25 points.

Matagolai scored 16 points in the
first half and second half he scored a
total of 22 points.

Individual Results:

Toyota Wheels(101)-Frank
Iglecias-28, Edwin Bubos-8, Ed
Cosino-9, Noel Remolano-8, Cerelo
Terreon-2, George DeGuzman-32,
Bob Lee-15.

Hi-Five(96)-George Masga-10,D.
Atalig-2, F. Ayuyu-11, Roy
Matagolai-38, D. Sablan-25.

Sportsbits

THE REGULAR meeting of the
NMASA has been postponed for
March 12th at 6 p.m,

All coaches have been asked to
turnintheirlistof prospective athletes
forreview and should be prepared to
make a brief report of their training at
this meeting.

The meeting will be held at the
Gilbert C. Ada Gym Conference
Room. ‘You should also be well
on your way in your fundraising
efforts.

*okok
5th Rota Blue Triathlon

The 5th Rota Blue Triathlon will
be held on Saturday, April 11th, start-
ing at 7:00 a.m. at East Harbor on
Rota.

Distances are 1.5km swim,

Continued on page 23

Continued on page 23
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over Detroit Pistons’ Don Reid (52) durie first

R
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Milwaukee Brewer second baseman Eddie Zoske

y goes high into the

air as he tries to complete a double play against the Oakland Athletics
Sunday in Phoenix, Ariz. Oakland’s Matt Stairs (12) was out at second,
but Dave Madigan was safe at first during this 4th inning action at

Phoenix Stadium. ap

Castro SGA February Ace

By Priscilia T. Castro
Variety News Staff

THE SAIPAN Golfers Association’s monthly championship
event took place last Saturday, at the Laolao Bay Golf Resort.
Jess M. Castro won the championship in which he netted a score

of 72.

He had a total gross of 87 and a handicap of 15.

Second place winner, Mel Sablan had scores of 38 front,
43 back for a total gross score of 81 and handicap score of
8 in which he has a net score of 73.

Third place winner Edward Manglona scored 47 back, 43
front for a gross score of 90 and a handicap score of 13 and

a total net of 77.

The low gross winners went to Joe Camacho with a score
of 78, followed by Frank Castro with 80 and SGA President

Ray Diaz. with a score of 87.

The next scheduled SGA tournament is slated for March

14, at the Rota Golf Resort.

All interested members should contact Ray Diaz at 234-

5997.

The general members approved an additional prize of
$500.00 with a minimum participation of eight players.

1997 SSA Men’s Night League:
Team Familia defeats

I Luv U Man, 17-9

By Priscilla T. Castro

Variety News Staff
TEAM Familiadefeated I Luv U
Man, 17-9 during the first game
of the SSA Men's Night League

at the Susupe Softball Complex

last Monday.

Team Familia was scoreless in
the first inning, :

In the second inning they ran
in three runners, Jerry Ayuyu hit

a solo homerun in the second
inning while Wilbur Ada#hita2- -

run homer, . ‘

In the fourth inning Team Fa- -
miliarallied eight runs and in the -

fifth inning they scored another
four runs.

Inthe fifth inning Jerry Ayuyu
and Tony Kapileo hit a'solo
homerun. a-piece. Jerry Ayuyu
was perfect four for four while
Bernard Keleliman was three for
four,

Game Two
- Camacho Roots 14, 7-Up 13

In the second inning Tony C.
Camacho hit a solo homerun
while in the second inning

Camacho Roots scored tworuns.

In the fourth inning Camacho
Continued on page 23
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