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STATEMENT OF SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE 
ASIA PACIFIC CENTER 4th BIENNIAL CONFERENCE 

VIDEOTAPED ADDRESS
June 15, 2004 / Honolulu, Hawaii

GOOD MORNING AND WELCOME TO HAWAII. IT IS AN 

HONOR FOR ME TO JOIN YOU IN THIS CONFERENCE BRINGING 

TOGETHER LEADERS FROM THROUGHOUT THE ASIA PACIFIC 

REGION.

I WISH I COULD BE THERE WITH YOU, BUT REGRETABLY 

THE BUSINESS OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE REQUIRES ME 

TO BE IN WASHINGTON AT THIS TIME.

I WANT TO WELCOME YOU TO MY HOME STATE AND TO 

THE ASIA PACIFIC CENTER FOR SECURITY STUDIES. CREATED 

NEARLY TEN YEARS AGO, THE ASIA PACIFIC CENTER PLAYS A 

KEY ROLE AS AN INTERNATIONAL EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTION 

DESIGNED TO PROMOTE MULTI-CULTURAL UNDERSTANDING, 

AND CIVIL-MILITARY RELATIONS, ALL TO HELP BUILD A MORE

SECURE ASIA PACIFIC REGION.



I AM PROUD TO ASSOCIATE MYSELF WITH THIS CENTER

AND THE MISSION IT STANDS FOR.

SO TOO, I WANT TO WELCOME YOU TO THE UNITED 

STATES OF AMERICA. MY COUNTRY SEES ITSELF AS A BEACON 

OF DEMOCRACY. OUR CITIZENS ARE PROUD THAT OUR 

REPRESENTATIVE FORM OF DEMOCRACY IS A MODEL THAT 

MANY COUNTRIES CHOOSE TO EMULATE.

IN OUR COUNTRY THE PRESIDENT IS OUR LEADER, BUT 

WE SHARE A FEDERATED FORM OF GOVERNMENT THAT 

PLACES AUTHORITY IN THE HANDS OF MANY INDEPENDENT 

AND FREELY ELECTED LEADERS. HOWEVER, ULTIMATE POWER 

RESTS IN THE HANDS OF THE PEOPLE. IT IS THE PEOPLE THAT 

DETERMINE WHO WILL LEAD.

WHILE WE SEE OURSELVES AS A BEACON OF HOPE AND 

HUMAN RIGHTS, AS RECENT EVENTS HAVE DEMONSTRATED,

WE TOO, MAKE MISTAKES.



ALL AMERICANS WERE SHOCKED TO LEARN THAT OUR

YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN IN UNIFORM WERE ABUSING 

HELPLESS PRISONERS OF WAR. WE WERE HORRIFIED AND 

DISGUSTED WITH THE GRAPHIC PICTURES THAT WE SAW ON 

TELEVISION.

IT IS A CRIME AGAINST OUR LAWS AND AGAINST 

HUMANITY, AND IT WILL NOT BE TOLERATED.

IT IS MY HOPE AND BELIEF THAT WE WILL DEAL QUICKLY 

AND COMPLETELY WITH THIS MATTER, INVESTIGATE ALL 

THOSE WHO WERE INVOLVED, AND PUNISH EVERYONE PROVEN 

TO HAVE KNOWN ABOUT OR TAKEN PART IN THIS CRIME.

SADLY, THE SHOCK OF THIS SCANDAL WILL FUEL THE 

FIRES OF ENEMIES INTENT ON HARMING US. IT MAY ALSO 

CAUSE MANY OF OUR FRIENDS IN THE INTERATIONAL 

COMMUNITY TO BELIEVE THAT THE UNITED STATES OF 

AMERICA IS A FRAUD. THAT WOULD BE A TRAGEDY FOR MY

COUNTRY, BUT IT WOULD ALSO BE TRAGIC FOR ALL THOSE



WHO WISH TO PROMOTE DEMOCRACY AND FREEDOM AROUND

THE WORLD.

OVER THE WEEKS SINCE WE LEARNED OF THE PRISON 

ABUSES, I HAVE THOUGHT A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THIS 

MATTER. AND, TO THOSE WHO BELIEVE THE UNITED STATES 

OF AMERICA IS A FRAUD, I OFFER THE FOLLOWING. WHILE I 

AM DEEPLY CHAGRINED BY THIS OUTRAGE, I ALSO TAKE SOME 

SOLACE IN FOUR ASPECTS OF THIS TRAGEDY.

FIRST, THE CRIME CAME TO LIGHT BECAUSE A YOUNG 

AMERICAN, ARMY SPECIALIST JOSEPH DARBY, FELT HE COULD 

NOT STAND BY QUIETLY. HE INFORMED HIS SUPERIORS ABOUT 

THE EVENTS IN THE ABU GHRAIB PRISON. THE CODE OF HONOR 

AND ETHICS IN THE UNITED STATES MILITARY WAS STRONG 

ENOUGH FOR THIS YOUNG MAN TO COME FORWARD AND 

ENSURE THAT THIS TYPE OF BEHAVIOR WOULD NOT BE

TOLERATED.



SECOND, THE MILITARY DID NOT IGNORE THIS HEINOUS

CRIME, INSTEAD IT LAUNCHED AN INVESTIGATION 

IMMEDIATELY, LED BY MAJOR GENERAL ANTONIO TAGUBA, 

AN AMERICAN CITIZEN BORN IN THE PHILLIPINES AND RAISED 

HERE IN THE STATE OF HAWAII.

WHILE IT MAY PROVE TO BE THE CASE THAT MORE 

INDIVIDUALS WERE INVOLVED THAN THOSE WHO WERE 

INITIALLY CHARGED, IT IS CERTAINLY CLEAR THAT THE ISSUE 

WOULD NOT BE SWEPT UNDER THE CARPET.

LONG BEFORE THE MEDIA RECEIVED A COPY OF GENERAL 

TAGUBA’S REPORT, SEVERAL INDIVIDUALS RESPONSIBLE FOR 

THE CRIME HAD ALREADY BEEN ARRESTED AND THE LEADERS 

OF THE PRISON HAD BEEN RELIEVED OF COMMAND.

THIRD, AS AN AMERICAN I AM PROUD THAT OUR FREE 

PRESS RELEASED THE NEWS TO THE WORLD. THIS INCIDENT IS 

A GREAT EMBARASSMENT TO ALL OF MY COUNTRYMEN, AND

IT IS MOST EMBASASSING TO OUR GOVERNMENT. IT IS



CERTAINLY TRUE THAT THE BUSH ADMINISTRATION DID NOT

WANT THE GRAPHIC IMAGES TO BE DISPLAYED ON TELEVISION 

AND THE INTERNET. BUT IT IS ALSO TRUE THAT OUR 

CONSTITUTION ENSURES FREEDOM OF THE PRESS, AND 

AMERICAN TELEVISION AND NEWSPAPERS COVERED THE 

CRIMES IN DETAIL WITHOUT CENSORSHIP.

ONE FINAL POINT, A LESSER KNOWN FACT IN THIS 

SCANDAL REGARDS THE ACTIONS OF OUR CHAIRMAN OF THE 

JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF, GENERAL RICHARD MYERS, AND THE 

CBS TELEVISION NETWORK. CBS INFORMED THE MILITARY IN 

ADVANCE THAT IT HAD THIS DAMAGING INFORMATION IN ITS 

POSESSION AND PLANNED A REPORT ON A POPULAR NEWS 

PROGRAM.

AT THE TIME OF THIS NOTIFICATION, OUR MARINES WERE 

POISED ON THE EDGE OF FALLUJAH IN FIERCE FIGHTING WITH 

IRAQI AND FOREIGN FIGHTERS. IN ADDITION, THE CLERIC AL- 

SADR WAS ENTRENCHED IN NAJAF AND THREATENING

ATTACKS AGAINST U.S. AND COALITION FORCES.



GENERAL MYERS FELT THAT THE RELEASE OF THIS

REPORT, AT THAT TIME, COULD BE DEVASTATING TO THE 

MARINES AND ARMY FORCES STANDING IN HARM’S WAY. 

SO HE CALLED AN ACQUAINTANCE WHO IS A SENIOR 

NEWSMAN AT CBS AND ASKED HIM TO DELAY BROADCASTING 

THE REPORT.

NOW, IN OUR COUNTRY, THE CBS NETWORK WAS NOT 

REQUIRED TO DELAY THE REPORT, IN FACT THEY WERE NOT 

EVEN REQUIRED TO INFORM THE PENTAGON IN ADVANCE 

THAT THEY WERE GOING TO REPORT ON THIS SUBJECT.

HOWEVER, AT THE REQUEST OF THE MILITARY THEY 

AGREED TO DELAY THE BROADCAST FOR TWO WEEKS WHILE 

THE SITUATION ON THE GROUND IN IRAQ CALMED DOWN.

TO ME THESE SEPARATE ACTIONS IN THIS TRAGEDY 

DEMONSTRATE WHAT IS GREAT ABOUT MY COUNTRY AND ITS

DEMOCRACTIC PRINCIPLES.



LIKE SPECIALIST DARBY, MOST AMERICAN PEOPLE WILL 

NOT TOLERATE INJUSTICE AND INHUMANE TREATMENT, EVEN 

OF OUR ENEMIES.

OUR MILITARY LEADERS WILL NOT TOLERATE 

INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR IN THE RANKS AND WILL TAKE 

SWIFT ACTION TO PUNISH THE PERPETRATORS.

OUR POLITICAL LEADERS DO NOT CENSOR THE NEWS 

EVEN WHEN IT IS VERY DAMAGING TO THEIR CAUSE.

FINALLY, OUR PRESS IS FAIR AND FREE. INDEED, IT IS A 

PARTNER IN OUR DEMOCRATIC SYSTEM SUCH THAT IT WILL 

DELAY A STORY IF THE RELEASE OF THE INFORMATION AT 

THAT TIME WOULD CAUSE UNNECESSARY DAMAGE OR 

CASUALTIES TO OUR SERVICEMEN AND WOMEN.

THIS INCIDENT TEACHES US A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THE 

IMPORTANCE OF GOOD CIVIL-MILITARY RELATIONS. IT

TEACHES US THAT NO ONE, NOT EVEN THE MILITARY, IS ABOVE



THE LAW. IT TEACHES US THAT INTERPERSONAL RELATIONS

AND TRUST ARE IMPORTANT FACTORS IN ENSURING THAT 

DEMOCRATIC INSTITUTIONS THRIVE. AND, IT ALSO TEACHES 

US THAT WE ALL MUST REDOUBLE OUR EFFORTS TO PRESERVE 

AND ENCOURAGE DEMOCRACY THROUGHOUT THE WORLD, 

BECAUSE EVERY NATION CAN MAKE MISTAKES.

SO I WELCOME YOU AGAIN TO MY COUNTRY, TO MY 

HOME, AND TO THIS WONDERFUL INSTITUTION OF 

KNOWLEDGE, WHERE THE IDEAS OF FREEDOM AND 

DEMOCRACY, AND CIVIL-MILITARY RELATIONS ARE TAUGHT 

AND PRACTICED EVERY DAY.

I WISH YOU ALL A SUCCESSFUL, THOUGHT-PROVOKING 

CONFERENCE AS WE WORK TOGETHER TO BUILD SECURITY

AND PEACE IN THE ASIA PACIFIC.


