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Parade
President’s Message
by Lloyd Kitaoka
“A nation reveals itself not only by the men it produces but 
also by the men it honors, the men it remembers.”  John F. 
Kennedy
September 28 will mark the 9th annual Joint Memorial 
Service but as most of you know, the 100th have held this 
service since the years following the war. The memorial 
has always been held on the last Sunday in September and 
it marks the day that Sgt. Joe S. Takata was killed in 
action. Sgt. Takata was the first rifle carrying Japanese 
American to be killed in combat and was a member of the 
100th Battalion, Company B, third platoon. Who was Joe 
Takata and what were the circumstances of his death? My 
dad (Judge Takashi Kitaoka, Company B, second platoon) 
was there and related the story to me. The Battalion was 
trudging along a winding road in two single file lines on 
each side of road with Company B, third platoon in the 
lead. As they came around a bend in the road the Germans 
were waiting with a barrage of machine gun and artillery 
fire. Joe, whose squad was the second from the point, took 
his squad up a hill on a flanking maneuver.  As they 
climbed the hill, they were spotted by an enemy 88mm 
gun unit and Joe was mortally hit by an artillery blast.  
Although he lived only a few minutes after being hit, he 
relayed the information of the situation to his superior and 
in his dying breath told his corporal to take charge and to 
“Carry on! Carry on! Carry on!”  For his actions, he was 
posthumously awarded the Distinguished Service Award. 
His death was a tremendous blow to dad and the men 
because not only was Joe the first KIA in the 100th but it 
was their baptism under file and the first combat death 
they experienced. He was also one of the more popular 
men in the battalion because of his personality and his 
athletic prowess. The war had interrupted his quest to 
become a professional baseball player. He was a member 
of the famed Asahis baseball club of the Hawaii Baseball 

League and played on the “Aloha Team” (a team of 100th 
Infantry soldiers who barnstormed the State of Wisconsin 
while training in Camp McCoy). With his death, the war 
was now all so real. This was the start of 21 months in 
hell. 
Sgt. Takata’s death was the first of 342 KIA’s that the 
battalion suffered. We will remember Sgt. Takata and all 
the fallen Nisei soldiers of the 100th, 442nd, MIS and 
1399, who gave their ultimate sacrifice and supreme valor 
in WWII. Please join us on Sunday, September 28th to 
honor and memorialize these men. They gave their lives 
so we can live a life in freedom.  We must realize that 
freedom isn’t free. It comes at a terrible cost. Yes, it is a 
solemn event but we, the living, should also view it as a 
time to “bolster up and encourage us to live up to the 
standards they (the fallen) set by their deaths…” They 
were trying to make “this old world a bit more like the 
place of peace God planned it for.” (quotes from Chaplain 
Israel Yost, Captain, 100th Infantry Battalion, in an address 
given at the 100th Infantry Battalion Memorial Service, 
September, 1947).  
We, the living, must strive to live our lives to that 
standard, and remember Sgt. Takata’s last orders to quote, 
“Carry on! Carry On! Carry On!”    
Aloha…
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Sgt. Joe Takata (Courtesy of Leslie Taniyama)
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In Memoriam
Tatsuo Kawauchi (F/B) 
of Hilo, Hawaii (98 yrs)
Passed away on July 3, 2014

Nagatoshi R. Fujita (C) 
of California (96 yrs)
Passed away on July 24, 2014

Our deepest sympathy to their families.

Joint Memorial Service 
Announcement

The 9th Annual Joint Memorial Service will be held this 
year on Sunday, September 28, 2014 at 8:30 a.m. at the 
National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific 
(Punchbowl). The service is held to honor fallen World 
War II members of the 100th Infantry Battalion, 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team, Military Intelligence Service 
and the 1399 Engineer Construction Battalion.  It will be 
sponsored this year by the Nisei Veterans Legacy Center.

 The keynote speaker will be retired Judge Thomas 
Kaulukukui, Jr. whose father Thomas, Sr. was a member 
of the Varsity Victory Volunteers.  The event will be open 
to the public.

On Saturday, September, 27, 2014 volunteers are needed 
to help place flowers on the graves of the 100th Veterans.  

If you are interested in supporting the ceremony by 
volunteering to help with the planning or on Saturday the 
27th or on the day of the event, please contact Byrnes 

Yamashita at 808.728.9900 or e-mail at 
byrnes.yamashita@aecom.com .  Food donations are also 
being solicited.  Please contact Ann Kabasawa at 
diverseinnov@gmail.com  if you can make a donation.

Grave Decorating Volunteers 
Needed, September 26 & 27, 2014
Annually in September, the 100th Infantry Battalion 
Veterans organization decorates the graves of our fallen 
soldiers and veterans to honor and remember their 
sacrifices and valor in WWII.  Volunteers are needed for 
this event on the following days:

Friday, September 26, 1:00pm - 4pm 

Help is needed at the clubhouse to unwrap over 
900 anthurium bouquets.

Saturday, September 27, 2014

7:00 a.m. - Volunteers with trucks and vans are 
needed to transport the flowers from the clubhouse 
to Punchbowl. 

8:00 a.m. – Help is needed to decorate 700 graves 
of the 100th Infantry Battalion veteran members at 
the National Cemetery of the Pacific (Punchbowl).  
Bring a hat, sunscreen, walking shoes, and a 
weeder to dig up vases that may be stuck in the 
ground.

Volunteers are also needed to decorate smaller 
cemeteries at Diamond Head Memorial Park and 
the Kaneohe State Veterans Cemetery.   Please call 
Arlene Sato at 387-1954 if you can help at these 
smaller cemeteries.

After this event, please come to the Clubhouse for lunch. 
We will be collating the newsletter after lunch and need 
kokua for this, too. It will be a very busy weekend and any 
bit of help will be sincerely appreciated! 

IMPORTANT ANNOUNCEMENT! 
CLUB ELECTION DATE
by Warren Yamamoto, Nominations Committee Chair

The elections for the Executive Board of Directors of the 
100th Infantry Battalion Veterans will be held on 
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Saturday, November 8, 2014, 9:00 a.m. at the 
clubhouse.  

Candidates can be nominated for the positions of 
president, 1st and 2nd vice presidents, secretary and 
treasurer.  The candidate must submit a petition signed 
by at least 15 regular members in good standing to the 
Nominations Committee at least 60 days prior to the 
election date (September 8, 2014).  Petitions may be 
submitted to the club office for transmittal to the 
Nominations Committee.  

We hope that members who are will to work hard for the 
best interests of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans 
will consider running for office.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Warren Yamamoto at 
daisyy3@hawaiiantel.net.  

Session on VA Home Care Services, 
Fall Prevention and Tai Chi
     DATE: Saturday, September 13, 2014
     TIME: 10:00 a.m. – 1:00 p.m.
     PLACE: Turner Hall, Clubhouse

Clubhouse members and friends are invited to attend a 
presentation on provider services and home health care 
services for veterans and family caregivers.  Also 
included in the session will be fall prevention measures 
and a short Tai Chi lesson.  Learn the simple steps you 
can take to reduce your risk of falling, which is 
particularly helpful for older adults and family 
caregivers.   

David Nakamaejo, president of Comforting Hands 
Senior Care will be on hand to share his expertise and 
knowledge on these topics.  Please call the Clubhouse at 
946-0272 if you are interested in attending.   A sign-up 
sheet is also posted on the bulletin board at the 
clubhouse.  Lunch will be provided at no charge for 
veterans and spouses; all others - $5.00.   

Veterans Administration’s 
Caregiver Support Services
Veterans who are enrolled in the VA Health Care 
Program and their primary Family Caregivers may be 
eligible to receive a wide variety of support services 
regardless of when they served in the military.  Those 
services include:

Adult Day Health Care (ADHC) Centers - Provides a 
safe and active environment with constant 
supervision designed for veterans to get out of the 
home and participate in activities.

Home-Based Primary Care - Delivers routine health 
care services at your home when the veteran you 
care for has medical issues that make it challenging 
for him or her to travel.

Skilled Home Care - To help care for a homebound 
veteran, this program provides a medical 
professional who comes to your home to provide 
basic nursing services and physical, occupational, 
or speech therapies.

Homemaker and Home Health Aide Program - 
Designed to help a veteran with personal care needs 
by arranging for a home health aide to come to your 
home on a regular schedule to allow you time to 
take care of your own needs.

Home Telehealth - Designed to give you ready access 
to a care coordinator by using technology (e.g., 
telephone, computers) in your home.

Respite Care - Respite is time for relaxing and 
renewing your own energy, and respite care can 
provide you with that time.

Home Hospice Care - During the advanced stages of a 
terminal disease, this program can offer comfort 
and supportive services for you and the Veteran you 
care for in your own home.

Questions?  Whether in need of immediate assistance or 
just have questions about available services, call the 
VA’s Nationwide Caregiver Support Line 
at 1-855-260-3274 or contact the Caregiver Support 
Coordinator at your local VA medical facility.  
Comprehensive details may also be found at http://
www.caregiver.va.gov/index.asp 
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Under the Blood-Red Sun - The 
Movie
Note:  100th Infantry Battalion Veterans and their families 
have two opportunities to join the public in viewing the 
new movie, “Under the Blood-Red Sun.”   Please read the 
information below.  Note that the event at the Pacific 
Aviation Museum on September 14 requires the payment 
of admission to the museum, while the event on the 20th on 
the lawn of the Pearl Harbor Visitor Center is free.  Dann 
Seki (known to us as Dennis Sekine, son of Joe and Ethel 
Sekine (B)), plays “Grandpa” in the movie.  There are 
other 100th-related actors, extras, but we’ll save those for 
you to discover when you see the movie.

WWII Valor in the Pacific National Monument is honored 
to be hosting a special showing of the brand new film 
“Under the Blood-Red Sun” for the public. This ‘Movie in 
the Park’ will be held on the lawn of the Pearl Harbor 
Visitor Center overlooking the USS Arizona Memorial on 
September 20, 2014. 

“Under the Blood Red Sun” is a much anticipated film as 
the novel is required reading for most 5th and 6th graders 
on Oahu. It tells the story of the attack on Pearl Harbor 
and life during WWII in Hawaii through the eyes of a 
young boy. The presentation will feature a red carpet 
introduction of local actors in the film, book signings by 
author Graham Salisbury and a question and answer time 
with Salisbury. 

This family event will be held in conjunction with 
International Peace Day to promote peace throughout the 
world and emphasize the impacts of conflict in our 
communities as well as the reconciliation efforts between 
two former enemy countries. 

While the “no bag” policy is still in effect, families are 
encouraged to bring their lawn chairs, blankets and food 
and  beverages in clear, plastic bags for this presentation 
on the lawn. Video recording is not allowed. Security will 
be onsite to ensure copies of the  film are not being made. 

Please join us for this exciting event! Festivities begin at 
6:15 pm on September 20, 2014. 

The Pacific Aviation Museum of Pearl Harbor will also be 
hosting a showing in conjunction with the 20th anniversary  
of Graham Salisbury’s novel on September 14, 2014.  
Admission to the PAM is $15 for Kamaaina Adults and 
$10 for Kamaaina Child.  Activities begin at 12 noon and 

the screening is at 1:30 (first-come, first served, no 
reserved seats).  We recommend that tickets be purchased 
on-line.

PS:  After their students have finished reading “Under The 
Blood-Red Sun,” teachers from various schools on Oahu 
have contacted the clubhouse office to request veterans to 
speak to their students.  Our veterans’ presentations 
emphasize many of the values in the book—ganbatte, be 
strong and don’t give in; haji okosanaide, don’t shame our 
family, and oyakoko, respect and take care of your elders.

Mini-Reunion Las Vegas Trip
The Mini Reunion to Las Vegas flight leaves at 2:05pm on 
Sunday, October 19.  We are meeting at noon at Terminal 
6, OMNI Airlines.   Remember that the baggage fee is $25 
per bag for the first two bags. Fees are payable upon 
check-in.  For those going first class, your first two bags 
are free.  We will have fun competing in the slot 
tournaments, going on shopping excursions, visiting the 
wonderful hospitality room, and enjoying the camaraderie 
of veterans, sons, and daughters of the 100th, 442nd and 
MIS. There will be lots of gambling too!!!  If you have 
any questions, please call Ann Kabasawa at 781-8540 or 
e-mail at diverseinnov@gmail.com.   GUARANTEED 
FUN!!!

Chapter News
Baker Chapter News

“Wow!  That was good chow!”  Jack Nakamura said his 
belly was full.  The members at the August 2nd meeting 
were captivated by his stories and vivid memories of his 
time in Italy and France.  Charlie Tanaka related an 
incident that made several blush and Riki Tsuda has all 
kinds of plans for his trip to Bruyeres, France, in October.  
The comfortable and cozy meeting space encouraged 
several conversations during the bento lunch and everyone 
could hear what was being said during the meeting 
conducted by VP Ann Kabasawa.  Thanks to Bert 
Hamakado whose detailed BOD reports keep us informed 
about our “mother club.”  

Held in the “party room” of Kalakaua Vista, the group 
attracted a resident who lives across the hall.  Mr. Alendar 
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is a veteran of the Korean Conflict and would like to 
interview World War II veterans.  He calls himself “a 
World War II Junkie.”  He was 11 years old, living in 
Pennsylvania on December 7, 1941.  When his mother 
heard the news of the bombing, she dragged him back into 
the house that Sunday afternoon and refused to let him 
outdoors again because she feared that they would be 
attacked.  His mother did not understand that Pearl Harbor 
was thousands of miles away.  He spent the rest of the war 
reading newspaper articles and listening to the radio 
reports about the Allied forces.  On the day of our meeting, 
when he learned that there were WW II veterans in the 
room, he just had to meet them.

Our August meeting had to be relocated due to a private 
party in the clubhouse, so Jeanette Akamine arranged for 
us to use the meeting/party room at the apartment building 
specially designed for Senior Citizens.  She is in the 
process of moving in after a two-year wait for a vacancy.  
For now, she is still living in her home of 50 years, and her 
greatest concern is finding a home for Bernard’s dog, 
Toby, when she does move out completely.

Baker Chapter members send shouts of “Ganbatte!” to 
Sonsei Nakamura.  We look forward to seeing you soon!

Congratulations to Sharyse Nadamoto, daughter of Alton 
and granddaughter of Isao and Edna Nadamoto on being 
one of 28 valedictorians in the Mililani High School 
graduating class of 2014.  Sharyse has received several 
scholarships and plans to major in electrical engineering at  
UH.

The speaker at the Joint Memorial Service on Sunday, 
September 28, is Baker Chapter’s Honorary Member, Tom 
Kaulukukui, Jr.  A former judge and a veteran of the Viet 
Nam War, he is currently Chair and Managing Trustee of 
the Board of Trustees of the Queen Liliuokalani Trust.   
There is a new start time this year—8:30 a.m.  Even more 
help is needed the day before to decorate the gravesites.

Next Baker Chapter meeting is on September 6, back at 
the clubhouse. 

Dog Chapter News
by Joy Teraoka

The way the year races by, Christmas is just around the 
corner!  This year Dog Chapter was given first choice in 
selecting a date for our Christmas Party at the clubhouse.  

So Doggies, mark your calendar for Sunday, December 14, 
2014.  It will most likely be from12 noon to 4:30 p.m.  If 
there are any changes, they will be announced in the next 
issue of the Puka Puka Parade.

Our next Dog Chapter meeting is to be on Saturday, 
September 6, at 9:30 a.m. at the clubhouse.  If there are 
any changes, we will try to inform you by email or phone.

Doggies, please let me know of any news you would like 
to share with the rest of us--good news, not so good news, 
jokes, graduations, trips--just let us know you are still out 
there.  My number is:  Phone, 218-7222 or email, 
joyteraoka@mac.com. 

Headquarters Chapter News
by Janice Sakoda

Our Fall Luncheon will be held on Wednesday, September 
10 at Todai at 11:30 a.m.  Call either Elsie Oshita 
(734-2349) or Dot Tamashiro (734-5122) by September 3 
if you’re planning to come so we can provide a headcount.  

Last month’s issue of the PPP mentioned a session on 
Home Health Care Services on Saturday, September 13.  
David Nakamaejo, our club’s former treasurer and the 
president of Comforting Hands Senior Care, will be doing 
this presentation.  Please plan to attend as topics will cover 
fall prevention as well as other topics we can all use.  Call 
the clubhouse at 946-0272 to RSVP.

I’m writing this article on August 7, the same day Tropical 
Storm Iselle is scheduled to make landfall on the Big 

Island.  And the same day 
my husband and I were 
scheduled to fly to the Big 
Island.  (We ended up 
postponing our trip). Our 
oldest son, David, won a 
spot in the 2014 U.S. 
National Spearfishing 
Competition and we were 
planning to see the divers 
come in and see what kind 
of fish they caught.  (Yes, 
we are still “helicopter” 
parents to our 31-year old 
son—still hovering over 
him).  However, the dive 
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tournament was pushed forward to Wednesday because of 
the tropical storm.  Thanks to the internet, social media 
and cell phones, we learned that David’s three-man dive 
team took second place (a team from Kona took first 
place).  Not sure how many teams participated, but since it  
was a national tournament, the competition was pretty 
tough.  Congratulations David, Shay Motonaga and Chris 
Paglinawan!  (Shay also won National Individual 
Champion, shot the largest fish and was named rookie of 
the year!)  

Collating News
Mahalo to the following who helped collate the newsletter 
on Sunday, July 27: Nancy Arakaki, Bert Hamakado, Jean 
Imada, Kimi & Don Matsuda, Susan Morishige, Velma 
Nakahara, Paul Nishida, John Oki, Nancy Sakaki, Arlene 
Sato, Ralph & Yasuko Steensen, Michiko Takashige, Dot 
& Glenn Tamashiro, Evelyn & Riki Tsuda, and Isami 
Yoshihara.  Thank you to John Oki for picking up the 
noodles  and manapua, Jean Imada for the edamame gohan 
and senbei, and Velma Nakahara for the cantaloupe.  The 
next collating will be on Saturday, September 27 at 1:00 
p.m.

Time change reminder: Collating on Saturday, 
September 27 has been changed to 1:00 p.m. 

Meditation
by James S. Maeda (Co. E/A)

(Editor’s Note:  Below is an excerpted speech by the late 
James Maeda, given at a memorial service at the Hawaii 
County Veterans Cemetery on June 9, 1974.  The full 
speech can be viewed online at:  
www.100thbattalion.org/archives/puka-puka-parades)

Today’s memorial service as you have probably noticed, 
has been conducted by lay personnel.  I was instructed by 
the general chairman to make this memorial service brief 
and meaningful.  It has been close to 30 years since the 
end of World War II.  It dfoes our souls good to take time 
out from our busy day-to-day activities to remember the 
dead.  It is good to give a prayer of thanksgiving to our 
fallen comrades buried out there, in other county veterans 
cemeteries, and the National Cemetery of the Pacific.  
Freedom has not come easily to America.  Men have 
suffered since the beginning, fighting for freedom.  The 
birthplace of freedom takes many courses.  We see it in the 
picture of the Marines, struggling to raise Old Glory atop 
Mt. Suribachi.  We see it in the picture of George 
Washington crossing the Delaware.  We see it every 
Suncay as families go to church together.  We see it in the 
faces of the factory worker, the office clerks, the salesman, 
the school teacher, the pineapple picker, the hula dancer.  
We see it all over the faces of America.  We should 
continue to remind – “the today” generation about the 
struggle for freedom.  We should ask them to read books 
like:  “Ambassador in Arms,” “Hawaii Pono,” “Journey to 
Washington,” “The Nisei,” and other similar books.  It will 
make them realize and understand some of the history and 
struggle for freedom.
The motto of the Club 100th is “for Continuing Service.”  
Let us each ask ourselves a question relative to our motto.  
Is it enough?  Is it enough what I have been doing for my 
family and community.
Dr. Katsumi Kometani in 1945, said in one of his 
speeches . . . . “We, who by God’s will, were permitted to 
return, and you, who are fortunate to be here, have a 
challenge – an obligation to those who now peacefully 
sleep under the white crosses in Italy and France, to build 
a better Hawaii.”  That my friends, was the challenge for 
us the living.  We, as men of the 100th have come to 
another crossroad in our lives, where we need to plan and 
take action.  The question is not how long you live, but the 
quality of life you live.

David Sakoda, Shay Motonaga, & Chris Paglinawan
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Rum Cake
(This recipe from Mrs. Edith Imai, D Chapter, was 
featured in a 1970’s PPP newsletter.  Mahalo Edith!)

1 box Duncan Hines yellow cake mix
1 box instant vanilla pudding (small box)
½ cup rum
½ cup water
4 eggs
½ cup liquid Crisco oil
1 cup chopped nuts

Mix for ten minutes with electric mixer.  
Pour into well-greased and dusted with flour bundt pan. 
Bake in 325 oven for 45 to 60 minutes.
Cool on rack for 15 minutes, then turn over on rack and 
cool completely.

Glaze

1/3 cup granulated sugar
½ block butter
½ cup rum

Heat until sugar melts, and little thickened.  Cool a little 
while.
Spread glaze all over cake.

100th Infantry Battalion T-Shirts 
Available
If you didn’t have a chance to purchase a t-shirt at the 
72nd Anniversary Banquet, you can come down to the 
Clubhouse and pick one up.  The Descendants Chapter 
printed these t-shirts with the newly-designed 100th 
insignia and sizes range from small to double extra 
large, either with or without pocket.  T-shirts are $15 (S, 
M, L, XL) and $16 (2XL), and those with pockets are $1 
more.  Cash or checks are accepted and can be made out 
to the “Descendants Chapter, 100th Infantry 
Battalion.”   (There is an extra charge for those who 
wish to have the t-shirt mailed.)  Sales from these t-
shirts go towards supporting membership events at the 
Clubhouse and other community service activities.  
Mahalo for your support!

In Appreciation
Thank you so much for the generous and thoughtful donations that were received between July 16, 
2014 and August 15, 2014.
General Account

$50 Mrs. Patricia Arakaki, in memory of Kunio and 
Morran Fujimoto

$100 Mrs. Lillian Tom (New York)
$200 Shirley and George Tanaka (California)
$200 Masao and Elma Takahashi (California) in 

memory of Kunio Fujimoto and Raymond 
Nosaka

$200 Mrs. May Furuya
$200 Patricia Nakao (Maui), in memory of father, 

Edward Masato Nakao  (Co. E)

Puka Puka Parade

$100 Mrs. Patricia Arakaki
$500 Willie and Janet Goo (Maui), in memory of 

Maui 100th veterans Louie Sakamoto, Johnny 
Miyagawa, Charles Mizuguchi, Yoshio Anzai, 
and Warren Iwai

Our sincere apologies if any donations were 
inadvertently omitted; kindly inform the HIBV 
office at 946-0272. Mahalo!
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September 2014 Calendar of Events
EBOD Meeting   Saturday, September 20, 8:30 a.m.
BOARD Meeting   Saturday, September 20, 9:30 a.m.
ABLE  Chapter   No meeting
BAKER  Chapter   Saturday, September 6, 1:00 p.m.
CHARLIE Chapter   No meeting
DOG Chapter   Saturday, September 6, 9:30 a.m.
HQ/MEDICS Chapter  Saturday, September 13, 9:30 a.m.
LONG RANGE PLANNING Saturday, September 13, 2:00 p.m.
GRAVE DECORATING  Saturday, September 27, 8:00 a.m.
PUKA PUKA PARADE   Collating on Saturday, September 

27, 1:00 p.m.
GREEN THUMB   No meeting
LINE DANCING   Wednesdays, 9:00 a.m.
CRAFT CLASS   Will no longer be held on Tuesdays

Dates and times subject to change. Please contact your Chapter President, 
Committee Chair, or the Office for more information.

The Puka Puka Parade is the official monthly newsletter 
of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization. and 

is published eleven times a year.
The opinions expressed in the Puka Puka Parade are those 
of the individual author and do not necessarily reflect the 

position of the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans.
Please send your articles, comments or questions about the 

Parade via email to pukaparade@gmail.com
If you do not have access to email, please contact the office 

to discuss how best to submit content for the newsletter.

The deadline to submit articles for the
October 2014 issue is
September 10, 2014.

Puka-Puka

Parade
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