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MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY OF WAR:
Subject: Resumption of involuntary induction 

for American citizens of Japanese
 descent.

1. Attached are the answers to the questions 
submitted by War Relocation Authority as prepared by Military 
Personnel Division, Army Service Forces. The Personnel 
Division, G-1, concurs except as to the answer to question 
No. 15, for which the following is recommended:

"15- Answer: Inductions are authorized 
only for the Army. Nisei will not be assigned to 
the Army Air Forces (Air Corps) or to the Armored 
Force (Tank Corps)."

2. It is not believed that the proposed answers 
contain classified information.

3. The Personnel Division, G-l, concurs in the 
proposed press release.

Incls.
MPD,ASF Memo to G-l,

12 Jan 44, w/Incls.
Cy of proposed release.

M. G. WHITE,  
Major General,

Assistant Chief of Staff.

RESTRICTED



SPGAP/342 Gen (8 Jan 44)-88

1. In compliance with attached directive, the questions submitted 
by the War Relocation Authority have been answered.

For the Commanding General: 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-1: 
(Room 3B-933, Pentagon) 

Subjects - Resumption of Involuntary Induction for American  
Citizens of Japanese Descent.

HEADQUARTERS, 
ARMY SERVICE FORCES WASHINGTON 

25, D.C. Military Personnel DivisionRoom 4B-470, Pentagon

12 January 1944

2. Since many of the questions and answers might properly be 
classified as confidential, it is recommended that any proposed open 
publication of the contents by War Relocation Authority be submitted 
to the Assistant Chief of Staff, G-l for clearance prior to release.

RUSSEL B. REYNOLDS
Brigadier General, General Staff Corps 
Director, Military Personnel Division

2 Incls.
(1) List of Questions &

Answers on Induction 
of Nisei.

(2) G—1 DF to MPD.ASF.
8 Jan 44, w/lncl.



QUESTIONS ON INDUCTION OF NISEI
1. To what age group will the induction through selective service apply? 

(Question should be revised.)

Answer: Males aged 18 to 37 inclusive.

2. Will kibei be inducted?

Answer: Yes, if otherwise qualified.

2. Will Issei be inducted?

Answer: No.

4. Will a man who has left the relocation center be inducted?

Answer: Yes, if otherwise qualified.

5. Will an individual of Japanese ancestry who has applied for expatria­
tion be inducted?

Answer: No.

6. Will an individual of Japanese ancestry who has been sent to Tule Lake 
be inducted?

Answer: No, unless he is one of the loyal American citizens
living there.

7. May an individual avoid induction by changing his answer on the loyalty 
question or by requesting repatriation at this time?

Answer: It is recommended that no answer be given to this
question, since it involves factors which will be con­
sidered by the Army in making its determination. How­
ever, if it is necessary for the War Relocation Autho­
rities to make a reply to this question, it is recommended 
they state, "We do not know. This is a matter for decision 
by the appropriate authority determining whether the in­
dividual is acceptable and qualified for service."

8. If a man originally registered with a selective service board on the 
Pacific Coast, will he go back to that point to be inducted?

Answer: No, he is to be inducted at the nearest Armed Forces In­
duction station or reception center.

9. If not, where will he be inducted?

Answer: See 8 above.
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10. On what basis does the Army determine "acceptability for service"?

Answer: The policy used by the Army in determining acceptability
for service is classified information.

11. Is there any way for a man not included on the list "acceptable for 
service" to change his status to get on the list?

Answer: There is no list (of acceptable individuals) maintained
by the War Department. Acceptability for service is 
decided from the facts in each individual case.

12. How soon will inductees be called? 

Answer: It is impossible to determine the exact time a registrant 
will be called. However, his call will not be prior to 
ten days from the time he is found acceptable.

13. How many will be called? At what rate?

Answer: a. The number to be called will depend upon the number
of registrants found acceptable together with the 
registrant's order number.

b. Same as a. above.

14. Will nisei serve only with the 100th Battalion or with the Combat Team? 
Will other units be formed?

Answer: They will serve wherever the United States will send them.
No other promise than that can be given to any American 
soldier.

15. Is there an opportunity to get into the Navy? The Marines? The Air 
Corps? The Tank Corps?

Answer: Same as 14 above.

1C. How will an "acceptable" nisei be notified of his induction?

Answer: He will receive an order to report for induction (DSS
FormNo. 150) from the appropriate local board.

17. What is the penalty for failure to notify a local board of a change 
of address?

Answer: He will be reported to a United States District Attorney 
as a delinquent and will be subject to the penalties 
prescribed by the Selective Training and Service Act of 
1940, as amended.



18 What arrangements will WRA make for the dependents of a nisei in a 
relocation center who is inducted into the Army?

This is a WRa question.

19. Willdependents of a nisei who is inducted after leaving a relocation 
center be eligible to return to a WRA relocation center?

This is a WRA question.

20. What assistance from the government does the family of a soldier 
receive?

Answer: The same as the family of any other soldier.

21. Are American soldiers of Japanese ancestry in uniform permitted to go 
into the evacuated zone?

Answer: Yes, when on active duty and when on leave or furlough.

22. Are wives, children, or parents permitted to go with a nisei soldier 
to the post where he is stationed? (Question should be revised)

Answer: The families of soldiers may, if they wish, and pro­
vided adequate housing exists, reside in the vicinity 
of the post at which they are stationed.

 23. What sort of compensation is provided for families in case a soldier 
is injured or killed?

Answer: The same as the family of any other soldier.

24. Will those not "acceptable for service" be notified of that fact?

Answer: They will not be called for induction.

25. How soon after classification in 1-A may a man expect to be called?

Answer: There is no way of determining accurately when a regis­
trant will be called after he is classified as 1-A.

 26. Where will physical examinations be given?

Answer: At the Armed Forces Induction Station designated by
Selective Service. In most cases, an Armed Forces In­
duction Station nearest the registrant's current address 
will be designated.
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WAR DEPARTMENT

OFFICE OF THE ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
, WASHINGTON, D. C.

8 January 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR THE ASSISTANT CHIEF OF STAFF, G-1:
Attention: Colonel Lynch.
Subject: Questions in Connection with, the Resumption

of Involuntary Induction for American Citizens 
of Japanese Descent.

1. At a conference held 31 December 1943 on the subject of 
publicity covering the resumption of involuntary induction for 
American citizens of Japanese descent. Mr. Dillon Myer. Director 
of the War Relocation Authority, indicated the need, for more 
detailed information concerning this change in War Department policy 
for use in the relocation centers. It was suggested that this 
information might be furnished in the form of answers to specific 
questions.

2. The War Relocation Authority has now submitted the attached 
twenty-six questions. Suggested answers (to be checked for form
and substance) have been inserted by this office in certain instances.

3. It is requested that G-l assume the responsibility of 
drafting appropriate answers to these questions. Certain of the 
questions should be revised.

 JOHM M. HALL 
Captain, F.A.

Assistant Executive

Inc.
Questions on Induction of Nisei.



QUESTIONS ON INDUCTION OF NISEI

1. To what age group will the induction through selective service apply? 
(Question should he revised.)

Answer: Males aged 18 to 37 inclusive.

2. Will kibei| he inducted?

Answer: Yes, if otherwise qualified.

3. Will Issei be inducted?

Answer: No.

4. Will a man who has left the relocation center he inducted?

Answer: Yes, if otherwise qualified.

5. Will a nisei who has applied for expatriation he inducted?

Answer: No.

6. Will a nisei who has been sent to Tule Lake be inducted?

Answer: No.

7. Can a man avoid induction by changing his answer on the loyalty question 
or by asking for expatriation now? (Question should he revised.)

Answer: No.

8. If a man originally registered with a selective service board on the 
Pacific Coast, will he go back to that point to he inducted?

Answer: No. He will he inducted at a local board in the vicinity 
of his present residence. At the request of Selective 
Service, the question of the return of Japanese-Americans 
to the evacuated areas on the West Coast for purposes of 
induction has been discussed by the Assistant Secretary 
of War with General Emmons. A decision has been reached 
that it would he inadvisable to run the risk of serious 
incident by permitting Japanese-Americans to go back into 
the evacuated areas for Induction purposes. Selective 
Service (Lt. Colonel Parker) has been advised accordingly.

9. If not, where will he he inducted?

Answer to this should he worked out with Selective Service.
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10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

18.

19.

20.

21.

22.

On what basis does the Army determine "acceptability for service"?

Is there any way for a man not included on the list "acceptable for 
service" to change his status to get on the list?

Answer: Not at present.

How soon will inductees be called?

How many will be called? At what rate?

Will nisei serve only with the 100th Battalion or with the Combat Team? 
Will other units be formed?

Is there an opportunity to get into the Navy? The Marines? The Air 
Corps? The Tank Corps?

How will an "acceptable" nisei be notified of his induction?

Answer to this should be worked out with Selective Service.

What is the penalty for failure to notify a local board of a change 
of address?

Answer to this should be worked out with Selective Service.

What arrangements will VBA make for the dependents of a nisei in a 
relocation center who is inducted into the Army?

This is a WRA question.

Will dependents of a nisei who is inducted after leaving a relocation 
center be eligible to return to a WRA relocation center?

This is a WRA question.

What assistance from the government does the family of a soldier 
receive?

Answer: The same as the family of any other soldier.

Are nisei soldiers in uniform permitted to go into the evacuated sone?

Answer: Yes, when on active duty and when on leave or furlough.

Are wives, children, or parents permitted to go with a nisei soldier 
to the post where he is stationed? (Question should be revised)

Answer: The families of soldiers may, if they wish, and pro­
vided adequate housing exists, reside in the vicinity 
of the post at which they are stationed.



23. What sort of compensation it provided for families in case a 
soldier it injured or killed?

24. Will those not "acceptable for service" be notified of that fact?

Answer: They will not be called for induction.

26. How soon after classification in 1-A may a man expect to be called?

Answer to this should be worked out with Selective Service.

26. Where will physical examinations be given?

This brings up the preinduction physical and should be worked 
out with Selective Service.
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Reproduced at the National 

Archives Questions and Answers

1.  Where will we fight?
f

A. You will be employed wherever your govenment and the
United States thinks you should be sent.  No other promise than that
can be given to an American soldier.  However, it is not the inten-

    tion of the War Dept. to use you against the Japanese. 2.  Is the for mation of a Japanese Ame rican combat team a type of   seg-regation?  A.  The or ganization of your  men into a separate c ombat team is notsegregation.  It is the means of making the most effective use of your strength for the good of the national war effor t and for the ultimate good oa all Japanese Americans.  There will be other Japanese Americans taken into the Army and they will be assigned in the same way as any other American soldiers.  The organization of a  separate Japa nese  Amer ican c ombat team has the distinct andvery def inite advantage and va lue of br inging the Japanese  Amer icanquestion to the attention of theAmer ican public  and to establishtheir position as loyal American citizens. 3.  What will happen to Japanese Americans already in the military service? A.  Some will be assigned as cadres for the combat team.  The others will continue in their present duties or be reassigned as the cir- cumstances warrant. 4. Will our candidates be sent to the regular Officers Candidate Schools, or will they train separately? A.  They will go in the same way, a nd be given the  same tra ining, as any other candidate. 5.  What abut the Japanese Am ericans who 

already are reserve officers but have not been called into active service? - 1 - 



 Page 11A.  As they are needed, they will be called, provided they are deemed 
to be qualified for the word at hand.  (it needs to be remembered,

            however, that there are many. reserve officers of all racial groups which 
have not been called into active service.) .

.
6. Will all Japanese Americans in the Army be formed into the combat

 team?

A. No, they 
will not.  
The 

combat team is 

an exceptional 

organization.
Others may be taken into the Army and will be given assignments on 
the same basis as other American soldiers.

7.  Will the combat team be officered by Americans of Japanese blood throughout?

A.  It is contemplated that at first your regimental, battalion andcompany comanders will not be Japanese Americans because of the lack of men who have had training and experience with the higher commands, but that your other company officers will be Japanese Americans insofar as it is possible to supply those who have had the proper training.  As Japanese 
American officers prove them- selves qualified for higher command, they will be advanced in 

grade. 8. Have Japanese Americans already in the military service been dis-criminated against? A..  It has certainly never been the policy of the Army of the UnitedStates to countenance discrimination against American soldiers ofany race.  Where discrimination has occurred, it has been due to
ignorance or stupidity on the part of individuals.  An Army, in a  ’i.
period of great expansion, cannot take account of all the separate 
acts of its many individuals. The best corrective is to develop 
a line of policy which will show the individual what is wanted by 
his government. That is what is being done in this case. The 
present course is a direct rebuff to any who have discriminated 
against the American soldier who happens to be of Japanese blood 
and will go far toward curbing discrimination against you both in 
and out of the Army.

9. How will we be treated by other Americans? - 2 -



A.  A partial answer already has been made to this question.  There are many Americans who because of ignorance think of you as a Jap
and nothing else.  They are aroused against Japan, and they feel hostile toward 

you simply because you are of Japanese extraction. That is the kind of thing we are 
working against.  No American is in a position to look with contempt or speak slightingly of 

a man who is in the uniform of his country.  Therefore, the steps now being taken are the surest way 
to counter discrimination not only now 

but after 
the war.  Racial prejudices cannot be removed in a
day but they can be reduced by goodwill and intelligent action over a period of time.  The best antidote for prejudice against you 

will be your 

own conduct and bearing. 10.  What will happen to those who volunteer for service but are turned down for physical reasons? Will 

they be returned to the Relocation Centers? A.  If the loyalty check shows that they have 
the interest of the United States at heart, they will be given the chance to work in the defense plants.  The 
government cannot promise to find work for you.  In some of the plants there is still prejudice against 
employ- ment Americans of Japanese blood.  But skilled workers are 

needed and the news of the formation of a combat team from among your num- ber will do much to counteract the prejudice already referred 

to. 11.  Besides service with infantry combat forces, can a Japanese American qualify to become an American flier? A.  It is contemplated 
that if your willing response and loyal ation assures the success of the present 
undertaking, the other forms of military service may be opened to you.  For the 

present we are seeking volunteers for the combat team only. 12.  Can I enlist under an assumed name to protect relatives 
in Japan? A.  If this fear is uppermost in your mind, it would be better not to volunteer at all but to wait and take your chance on being inducted

later. 13.  What will happen to me if I am captured? - 3 -



A.  That question cannot be answered, but it is assumed that since you 
are an American, you will be treated as any other American prisoner.

14, What will happen to our property?

A.  There will be no change as a refust of your entry into the 
military service.  The services of the War Relocation 
Authority will con- tinue to be at your disposal. .

A.

Why were all the Japanese Americans classified as 4-C? 

Because no clear-cut policy for utilizing youe services in the Army 
had been adopted. '

A.

Why were some Japanese Americans discharged?

Because no clear-cut policy for utilizing your services in the Army 
had been adopted. 

17.  Haw soon will we be inducted after volunteering?

A.  From 30 to 60 days.

18.  What provisions will be made for my wife and children?

A.  The regular allowances for dependents will be paid them, 
the same as paid for any other soldier.

19. Will my family be permitted to return to the West Coast?

A.  Not for the time being.

20.  What happens to my father who is not a citizen of the United States? 
- 4 -

15.

16.



A. Like all other persons now in Relocation Centers, he may file an 
application for leave which will be acted upon by the War Relocation 
Authority. It is probably fair to say that his chances for favorable 
action will be better by reason of your going into the service. 

21. Is my brother, who is not a citizen, eligible for induction in the
Army? 

A. No, only citizens are to be inducted under this present program.

22. Will our dependents, part dependents and immediate families be per- 
 mitted to leave Relocation Centers to move near or to our quarters? 

A. They will be permitted to leave the Relocation Centers if they are 
approved for indefinite leave. Local conditions such as housing  
facilities will determine whether it is practical for them to live 
near you.    

  
 

23. May we marry and bring our wives to or near the training centers?
 ’7 • ®.• 

A. You may marry, of course, as may all soldiers, but local conditions 
such as housing facilities, will determine whether your wives can 
live near your training centers. 

24. Where will we train?  

A. At regular Army posts in the United States. Present plans call 
for the activation of the American Japanese combat team at Camp 
Shelby, Miss.

25. Will this program include American citizens of Japanese ancestry 
in Hawaii and outside Relocation Centers?

A. Yes, a portion of the combat team is being made up of men now in 
Hawaii and in the United States outside of the Relocation Centers.- 5 -



 26. Will more than one combat team be formed if the number of volunteers 
is more than sufficient?

A.  That question has not been finally answered but it is a reasonable
presumption that if this effort is successful other teams may be
formed.  However, statistics indicate that there are not enough 
of your people to form more than one combat team.

27. What  will be done by WRA to look after the families of soldicrs?

A. The War Relocation Authority will make all ?families of soldiers 
special cases of project interest to the project director and his 
staff. This wi11 mean health and protection. to the families while 
they remain at the center, and in the event they wish to leave, 
priorities of deployment and every possible assistance- in reloca- 
tion, including cash drafts when necessary.

27. Will persons of Japanese ancestry be permitted to re-enter the
evacuated areas?

A.  No, not for the present.

29. How about Japanese Americans outside Relocation Centers? 

A. They can volunteer in just the same manner.

30. If I am wanted not for military service but for civilian work,
how long will it be before I am granted indefinite leave under this
program?

A.  If your application is affirmed, as soon as you get a job.  the War
Relocation Authority and the United States Employment Service 
are developing job opportunities as quickly as possible.

31.  If I am granted indefinite leave, may my wife, who is not a citizen, be 
granted leave?

A. She may file an application for leave under present War Relocation

- 6 -



Authority regulations and if the application is approved, she will 
be granted leave. . ,. 

 

32. Will my movements be free and unrestricted after my indefinite 
leave from the War Relocation Center?  

 .
A. Yes, except for present requirements by the War Relocation Authority.

 

    
 

33. Will I be permitted to travel throughout the United States? 
 

A.  Yes, except that return to the evacuated area will not be permitted 
 except on the authorization of the Western Defense Command.  Per-
 mits for temporary visits will bo granted automatically to Japanese
 American soldiers in uniform. 

34. Will voluntary induction confer reinstatement privileges in em- 
ployment held prior to evacuation? :

A. An opinion of appropriate legal authorities is now being obtained
to this question.  

 

35. Is the Army program in substitution for War Relocation Authority's 
indefinite leave policy?

A. No, it is in addition to WRA's program for indefinite leave. 

33. Why is it intended not to use the combat team against the Japanese?

A.  For general security reasons. Obviously, it would be hazardous to 
the team itself and to the Army as a whole to use the team against 
the Japanese since the danger of the enemy getting within or behind 
our lines in American uniforms would be a constant risk, hazardous 
not only to the operation but to every Japanese American in the 
area.

37. Are Japanese Americans to be permitted to join the Navy?- 7 -



33. Will Japanese-American women be considered for enrollment in the- 
WAAC’s? 

A. Not at the present time.  However, this matter is under considera-
tion and a decision will be rendered at a later date.

39. How educated do the Nisei have to be to be acceptable for volun- 
tary induction?

A. The same educational requirements as exist for all other inducted 
into the Army, i.e., the equivalent of a 4th grade education, 

 .

40. Will the United States Employment Service assist Japanese Americans 
who have been granted indefinite leave to obtain jobs? Wil1 any 
federal agency help to refinancc businesses given up when, the owners 
entered Relocation Centers?

A. Upon release from Relocation Centers, Japanese Americans will be
entitled to take advantage of the assistance of all federal agen- 
cies in the same manner as other American citizens.

41. Will those who were in the Army in non-commissioned or commissioned 
class be permitted to have assurance that they will be placed in 
grade?

A. The extent and nature of previous military service will be care- 
fully considered and insofar as possible they will be returned to 
their former status.

42. Will men who have completed ROTC in schools and colleges with com- 
missions and ratings be accepted in this combat team in rank?

 
A. Same answer as to previous question.

- 5 -

A. That matter is under consideration by the Navy at the present 
time.



 

DRaFT OF RELEASE 

Plans have been completed for the reinstitution of general 

Selective Service procedures for American citizens of Japanese descent, 

the War Department announced today.

Under the War Department plan, Japanese-Americans considered 

eligible for military service will be reclassified by their Selective 

Service boards on the same basis as other citizens, and called for

induction if physically qualified and not deferred.

Last February the 442d Combat Team composed of Japanese-American 

volunteers was formed. In a letter to the Secretary of War commenting

on the formation of this unit the President said:

No loyal citizen of the United States should be 

denied the right to exercise the responsibilities of his 

citizenship regardless of his ancestry. The principle on 

which this country was founded and by which it has always

been governed is that Americanism is a matter of the mind

and heart; Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of 

race or ancestry.

The excellent showing which the Combat Team has made in training, 

and the outstanding record achieved by the 100th Battalion (a former 

Hawaiian National Guard unit) now fighting in Italy were major factors 

in the adoption of the present plan.



18 January 1944

MEMORANDUM FOR MR. MCCLOY:

Subject: Utilization of Japanese Americans in 
 the Armed Forces.

The following points still remain an issue between 
the Personnel Division, G-l and ourselves regarding the 
utilization of Japanese Americans in the armed forces.

1. The application of a qualified graduate nurse 
who has taken post-graduate work in psychiatry has been 
received and turned down by G-1 on the grounds that no 
vacancy for nurses exists with the Combat Team. The general 
assignment policy for this individual, has been refused on 
the grounds of her likely appearance and the possibility of 
incident should she be used with Caucasian troops. Our records 
indicate that there are at least two Japanese American nurses 
already serving in the Army Nurse Corps, and to my knowledge
no incidents have been reported.

2. The Combat Team is over-staffed at the present 
time with medical officers, whom G-1 will not assign to 
other units. These officers have been used to treat Cau- 
casian troops without incident at Camp Shelby, according
to Captain Jorgensen, former S-2 of the Combat Team, now 
stationed in Washington. A Japanese American dentist is 
also on duty at the dental office and treats all patients, 
whether Japanese American or Caucasian.

3. Despite many attempts on the part of Colonel 
Pence to secure officer candidate appointments for members 
of the Combat Team, and by this means supplying Japanese 
American officers in the segregated unit, to date only one 
candidate has been processed, although many have been ac- 
cepted and certified for O.C.S.

A memorandum was sent to G-l some time ago urgently 
recommending a general assigment policy for specialized 
personnel. This was aimed at establishing a general assign- 
ment policy for this specialized personnel when non-voluntary 
induction was reinstituted. G-l has resisted every effort 
of this office to get this policy put through.

It is suggested that you discuss this matter in- 
formally with General White and that a decision on these 
three points mentioned above be secured.

H. A. G.



Memorandum for:  A.C. of 
S., G-1 A.C. of S., 
G-2 A.C. of S. G-3

Subject:  Reinstitution of Selective Service for 
Japanese-Americans Generally.

1. This is final draft of announcement on the above 
snbject scheduled for release Friday, 21 January 1944. It 
is satisfactory to Selective Service, and War Relocation 
Authority has veen consulted.

2. Please indicate whether or not there is any 
objection to the proposed release.

(SIGNED) JOHN M. HALL

JOHN M. HALL 
Captain, F.A.

Assistant Executive

COPIES TO G-l, G-2, G-3.

Inc.
Draft of Release

OASW:JMH;MGB

DECLASSIFIED

18 January 1944



DRAFT OF RELEASE

Plans have been completed for the reinstitution of general

Selective Service procedures for American citizens of Japanese descent,

the War Department announced today.

Under the War Department plan, Japanese-Americans considered 

eligible for military service will bereclassified by their Selective 

Service Boards on the same basis as other citizens, and called for 

induction if physically qualified and not deferred.

Last February the 442d Combat Team composed of Japanese-American 

volunteers was formed. In a letter to the Secretary of War commenting 

on the formation o this unit the President said:

No loyal citizen of the United States should be 

denied the right to exercise the responsibilities of his 

citizenship regardless of his ancestry. The principle on 

which this country was founded and by which it has always 

been governed is that Americanism is a matter of the mind 

and heart: Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of 

race or ancestry.

The excellent showing which the Combat Team has made in training, 

and the outstanding record achieved by the 100th Battalion (a former 

Hawaiian National Guard unit) now fighting in Italy were major factors 

in the adoption of the present plan.


