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FEMA closes its local office,

$2million in individual assistance

by ASDRO staff

The FEMA team that responded to
Cyclone Olafis closing their office at the
old Army Reserve Center this Friday,
April 29th. A few FEMA employees will
remain on island at the American Samoa
Disaster Recovery Office (“ASDRO”), to
finish up loose ends and to work with
ASDRO on the recovery efforts.

FEMA officials report spending about
$2 million on the Individual Assistance
Program. This program provided grants
to individuals and families in Manu’a,
who suffered from Cyclone Olaf.

“This has been a
great disaster.”

- FEMA employee

About $3 million will be allocated in
Project Worksheets for the Public
Assistance Program. These projects will
be mainly in Manu’a to restore power,
water and communications, to clean up
debris, and to rebuild damaged public
facilities such as the schools and harbors.

Mr. Scott Wells, the Federal
Coordinating Officer for FEMA for this
disaster, left American Samoa on last
Friday.

At the final meeting with the Joint
Command Staff, Mr. Wells praised ASG
staff for their work on the disaster. He
noted that ASPA had set a standard that
most U.S. stateside utilities could not
compare with.

Mr. Wells stated that he had worked in
Florida on disasters, and that Florida was
known to be one of the best-organized

operations for disaster response and
recovery. Florida has a large permanent
State organization housed in an
expensivebrand new facility. There are
large County and City staff devoted to
disaster response and recovery.

Mr. Wells then stated that the
operations in American Samoa were
handled better than the ones he worked
with in Florida. He praised the work of
TEMCO, Territorial Office of Homeland
Security and the American Samoa
Disaster Recovery Office (ASDRO).

ASDRO Manager Jack Kachmarik
said that this kind of praise has been
oftenstated by FEMA representatives that
he has worked with on this and other
disasters.

“They all praise the work that is done
in American Samoa by the local staff,”
said Kachmarik. “Because of this good
work, the citizens and government receive
great support from FEMA, and FEMA
respords by assisting ASG to the extent
possible within FEMA regulations.”

For example, according to Kachmarik,
FEMA has agreed not only to repair the
Faleasao ASPA power plant, but also to
relocate it up the hill to a safer location,
including paying for new generators.
FEMA has also agreed to pay for brand
new metal roofs on all three elementary
schools in Manu’a. These projects will
greatly assist ASPA and DOE in the
future.

One of the FEMA employees summed

it up wryly, “This has been a great
disaster.”
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Mark Gomes (left) and Pule Gaoteote will partner up with
grounds crew to improve Lavalava Golf Course in Ili’ili.

Golf Course getting facelift

by Taika Singh
Tapuitea staff

The Lavalava Golf Course in Ili’ili is getting a facelift
and the golf surgeons are Mark Gomes and Pule Gaoteote.

When Gomes, 54, former superintendent of Moanalua Golf
Club in Oahu for twelve years, first saw the golf course his
first reaction was: “How did it last so long? It’s a beautiful,
simple course, but not an easy course.”

Gomes has partnered with Vatia native, Gaoteote, 56, to
spruce up the local course and, at the same time, educate the
players on how to take care of the golf course.

“Priority are greens and tees, with some re-sodding in

trouble areas,” said Gomes. “We will also have the golfers

more on page 3
Tapuit
..ina ia manino le folauga.

Tapuitea is believed to come from two words: tapui (sacred) and tea (brilliant
light). Tapuitea was the star that Samoan navigators of old believed was the
messenger their gods sent down to guide their journeys. When they see Tapuitea,
the journey was assured to be safe and well guided. They would not be led astray
by the myriad of other stars.

Thus, “ina ia manino le folauga” (so that the journey may have proper guidance), |
embraces the guiding principle of your newsletter “Tapuitea”; that you should

is Friday, May 13th. An ASG holiday. Pg 2

know the truth about what is happening in your government.
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