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FEMA closes its local office, 

$2million in individual assistance 
by ASDRO staff 

The FEMA team that responded to 

Cyclone Olaf is closing their office at the 

old Army Reserve Center this Friday, 

April 29th. A few FEMA employees will 

remain on island at the American Samoa 

Disaster Recovery Office (“ASDRO”), to 

finish up loose ends and to work with 

ASDRO on the recovery efforts. 

FEMA officials report spending about 

$2 million on the Individual Assistance 

Program. This program provided grants 

to individuals and families in Manu’a, 

who suffered from Cyclone Olaf. 

  

“This has been a 

great disaster.” 

- FEMA employee       

About $3 million will be allocated in 

Project Worksheets for the Public 

Assistance Program. These projects will 

be mainly in Manu’a to restore power, 

water and communications, to clean up 

debris, and to rebuild damaged public 

facilities such as the schools and harbors. 

Mr. Scott Wells, the Federal 

Coordinating Officer for FEMA for this 

disaster, left American Samoa on last 

Friday. 

At the final meeting with the Joint | 

Command Staff, Mr. Wells praised ASG 

staff for their work on the disaster. He 

noted that ASPA had set a standard that 

most U.S. stateside utilities could not 

compare with. 

Mr. Wells stated that he had worked in 

Florida on disasters, and that Florida was 

known to be one of the best-organized 

operations for disaster response and 

recovery. Florida has a large permanent 

State organization housed in an 

expensivebrand new facility. There are 

large County and City staff devoted to 

disaster response and_ recovery. 

Mr. Wells then stated that the 

operations in American Samoa were 

handled better than the ones he worked 

with in Florida. He praised the work of 

TEMCO, Territorial Office of Homeland 

Security and the American Samoa 

Disaster Recovery Office (ASDRO). 

ASDRO Manager Jack Kachmarik 

said that this kind of praise has been 

oftenstated by FEMA representatives that 

he has worked with on this and other 

disasters. 

“They all praise the work that is done 

in American Samoa by the local staff,” 

said Kachmarik. “Because of this good 

work, the citizens and government receive 

great support from FEMA, and FEMA 

respords by assisting ASG to the extent 

possible within FEMA regulations.” 

For example, according to Kachmarik, 

FEMA has agreed not only to repair the 

Faleasao ASPA power plant, but also to 

relocate it up the hill to a safer location, 

including paying for new generators. 

FEMA has also agreed to pay for brand 

new metal roofs on all three elementary | 

schools in Manu’a. These projects will 

greatly assist ASPA and DOE in the 

future. 

One of the FEMA employees summed 

it up wryly, “This has been a great 

disaster.” 

SWAINS ISLAND FLAG DAY CELEBRATION 
is Friday, May 13th. An ASG holiday. Pg 2 
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Mark Gomes (left) and Pule Gaoteote will partner up with 

grounds crew to improve Lavalava Golf Course in Ili ili. 

Golf Course getting facelift 
by Taika Singh 

Tapuitea staff 

The Lavalava Golf Course in Ili’ili is getting a facelift 

and the golf surgeons are Mark Gomes and Pule Gaoteote. 

When Gomes, 54, former superintendent of Moanalua Golf 

Club in Oahu for twelve years, first saw the golf course his 

first reaction was: “How did it last so long? It’s a beautiful, 

_ simple course, but not an easy course.” 

Gomes has partnered with Vatia native, Gaoteote, 56, to 

_ spruce up the local course and, at the same time, educate the 

_ players on how to take care of the golf course. 

“Priority are greens and tees, with some re-sodding in 

trouble areas,” said Gomes. “We will also have the golfers 

more on page 3 

Tapuitea 
..ina ia manino le folauga. 

Tapuitea is believed to come from two words: fapui (sacred) and tea (brilliant 

_ light). Tapuitea was the star that Samoan navigators of old believed was the 
_ messenger their gods sent down to guide their journeys. When they see Tapuitea, - 

_ the journey was assured to be safe and well guided. They would not be led astray 
by the myriad of other stars. 

Thus, “ina ia manino le folauga” (so that the journey may have proper guidance), - 

embraces the guiding principle of your newsletter “Tapuitea”; that you should 

_ know the truth about what is happening in your government. 
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Swains Flag Day celebration is May 13" 
by Tapuitea staff 

Governor Togiola Tulafono has 

proclaimed that the 80" anniversary of the 

raising of the U.S. flag on Swains Island 

will be celebrated on Friday, May 13" as 

an official American Samoa Government 

holiday. 

Swains Island, one of seven islands 

which make up the Territory of American 

Samoa, lies 663 nautical miles south of the 

equator, 100 miles south of Fakaofo, 

Tokelau, 170 miles north and a little east 

of Apia, Samoa, 210 miles north and a little 

west of Pago Pago, and 310 miles west of 

Pukapuka (Danger Islands). 

The island is a ring of sand and coral. a 

mile and a half cast and west, a mile wide, 

and nowhere more than 20 feet high. 

surrounding a shallow lagoon, which is 

ag POY e 

only slightly brackish, with no surface Pail 

connection with the sea. Most of the land, 

from the crest of the narrow ocean beach 

to the very edge of the lagoon, is thickly 

covered with vegetation, about 800 acres 

of coconut palms and various trees and 

shrubs found widespread in the Pacific. 

Onciwey tes 1925, Lieutenant 

Commander C.D. Edgar, U.S. Navy, 

traveled to Swains Island for the purpose 

of extending sovereignty over the islands 

in accordance with provisions of the joint 

resolution of the U.S. Congress, formally 

hoisting the American flag and firing the 

national salute of 21 guns. 
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A festive and enjoyable program has 

been planned for this one-day event, which 

will include cultural entertainment. 
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Map of Swains Island 

  
First Lady Mary Tulafono and Mrs. Elisapeta Sunia at the launch of the Beautify 

Your Environment Project on April 15th at the EOB in Utulei. “Our goal must be 

for our island home to be a clean place that we live, love and enjoy,” said Mrs. 

Tulafono. “It’s time to renew our pride because we love American Samoa.” 

  

ASEPA: ENVIRONMENT WEEK 
Governor Togiola Tulafono has 

proclaimed May | to 6 as “Environment 

Week” in American Samoa. 

The American Samoa Environment 

Protection Agency will host the special 

week with a program and activities 

designed to highlight this year’s theme: 

“Our islands are our heritage. Keep them 

clean.” 

It starts on Sunday, May |“ with a 

combined Church Service at CCCAS in 

Fagatogo at 3pm, with the opening 

ceremony on Monday, May 2” at the Office 

of Samoan Affairs at 8:30am. Workshops 

are planned for the village mayors, with 

outreach and educational programs 

scheduled for several villages and private 

organizations throughout the week. 

This year’s Environment Week not 

only will it accentuate the Beautification 

Program that First Lady Maryann 

Tulafono has spearheaded, but it will also 

acknowledge the clean-up drive that the 

Fono, government agencies, villages and 

private businesses have already 

undertaken. 

“I urge everyone to participate in the 

outreach and educational activities planned 

for this special week,” said Fanuatele Dr 

To’afa Vaiaga’e, ASEPA Director. “It is 

very important that we have everyone play 

a key role in promoting clean water, quality 

land and unpolluted air to sustain a healthy 

and wealthy environment for our lovely 

territory. After all, our islands are our 

heritage and pride, we must all be proud of 
$4 199 
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Conservation Officers trained on 

Pressure Points Control Tactics 

by Deborah Vaoalii 

Aquatic Education Coordinator, DAWR 

Ten Conservation Enforcement Officers were certified on 

Saturday April 16th after undergoing a week-long tactical training; 

the first of its kind to be initiated to any local law enforcement 

outside of the United States under the Pressure Point Control Tactic 

(PPC h). 

The training involved the use of safety, legal, medical and tactical 

techniques, also known as methods of acceptability, that included 

handcuffing use, joint locks, Oleoresin Capsicum spray —or pepper 

spray— the collapsible baton, and identifying pressure points. 

The Officers also received use of force and courtroom training, 

which included report writing. 

The newly certified Conservation Law Enforcement Officers are: 

Kiso So’oto, Peter Eves, Sai’a Lavata’i, Mundy Ah Ching, 

Matamatafua Unutoa, Hanipale Hanipale, Leilani Simeona, 

Lydwina Allen, Desmont Isaako, and Mathew Sene. 

Instructors for the training were from the Division of 

Conservation and Enforcement of Department of Land and Natural 

Resources (DLNR) Police in Hawaii —Assistant Chief David 

Gaud, Tataipu Jr. Kolone, and Jared Redulla. 

“On behalf of the American Samoa Government, I would like to 

thank the State of Hawaii and Chairman Richard Young and Chief 

of the Department of Land & Natural Resources, Gary Moniz, for 

assisting DMWR in this training,” said Director Ufagafa Ray 

Tulafono. “It is through their kind help that we were able to have 

this training and upgrade the skills and techniques of our trainees 

to carry out their duties as conservation enforcement officers.” 

The participants would like to thank Special Agent Tulimalefo’i 

Martina Sagapolu of the NOAA Enforcement and the Director 

of Marine & Wildlife Resources Ufagafa Ray Tulafono for making 

this training a possibility. 

ASG Coral Reef Advisory Group to the Governor (CRAG) 

provided the funding for the training. 

For more informaiton, please call DMWR 633-4456 

 


