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JESUITS TODAY 

A DESCRIPTION OF JESUIT IDENTITY IN OUR TIME 

'-' What is it to be a Jesuit? 

l ! ls to /mow that one is a s/11 11 cl', 
?/Cl l!rr l/cd to be a com1ia11ion. of Je,ms, 

as l umitiu.• 11ms: 
lanutiu s, who l, cuuecl the Blessed Viryi11 

to ''pince him with her Son," 

aml 1vho /.hen saw the Fath er himself 
risk J rsus, currying Ii is cross, · 
to lake this 7iilg ri111 -illto hfa compciny. 

* What Is it to be a companion of Jesus today? 

ll is to e,,_qar1e, 1111der tlw slc111tlarcl r,f the ·cross, 
in th e crucial struggle of our time: 

th e strnuulc for FAI'l'H, 
and that strnfl{Jle /01· .I US'l'ICE 

which it inclucles. 

"' The Society of Jesus, 
gathered together in its 32nd General Congregatior, 
considering the end for which it was founded, 

namely, the greater glo-ry of God 
and the service of men, 

acknowledging with repentance its own .failures 
in keeping FAITH, 
and in upholding JUSTICE, 

and asking itself before Christ crucified 

what it has done /01· hiin, 
u·hat it is doing for him, 
and what it is going to do fo,- him, 

chooses participation in this struggle 
as the focus 
that identifies in our time 
what Jesuits are and do. 

* We arrive at this basic choice 
from several different points of depa1ture. 

The postulata received from the Provinces, 
The panorama of the state of the Society 

presented at the Congregation, 
and the instruction given us by the Pope, 
all direct our intention 

JI 

to the vast expanse and circuit of this globe, 
and the great multitude and diversity of peoples 
therein. 

,:, 'l' u.:o thirds of ma11kind 
have not yet Imel God's salvation -in Jesus 'Ch rist 
p!·oclai-mecl to them 
in a manner that wins belief, 

IV hilc in societies anciently Christian 
a dominant secnlaris1n is closing -men's minds and 

hearts to the divine dimension of all reality, 
blinclinu th e1n to the fact that -

while all tlrin[IS on the face of th e eurlh are, 
incleecl, crecited for man's sctke -

it is only that he might attai1t to th e rn cl 
for which he himself was created: 
th e 11raise, reverence," ancl service of God. 

~, Ignorance of the Gospel, on the part of some, and 
rejection of it by others, 

are intimately related to the many grave 
INJUSTICES prevalent in the world today. 

Yet it is in the light of the Gospel 
that men will most clearly see 
that injustice springs from sin, 
personal and collective, 

and that injustice is made all the more oppressive 
by qeing built into economjc, social, 
political and cultural institutions, 

of world-wide scope 
and of overwhelming power. 



"' Co11ucrscly the prevalence of INJUSTICES 
in a worid whe1·e the VC1if Slt1"Vival of the human 
race depends on men caring for 011e another, 
and sharing with one another, 

is 011e of the principal obstacles to belief: 
l>rlicf in a God 

w ho is JUSTICE 
because he is LOVE. 

• Thus, the wny to FAITH 
nnd the wny to JUSTICE 

are inseparable ways. 
It b up this undivided road, 

this steep road, 
that the pilgrim Church must trnvel and toil. 

FAITH nnd JUSTICE 
are undivided in the Gospel, 

which teaches thnt: 
"faith makes its power felt through love". 

They cnn not therefore be divided 
in our purpose, 
in our action, 
in our life. 

* Moreover, the se-rvice of FAITH 
and the promotion of JUSTICE 

can not be, for us, 
simply one ministry among others. 

It must be the integrating factor of all our mjnis­
tries; 
nnd not only of our ministries, 
but of our inner life 

as individuals, 
as communities, 
and as a world-wide brotherhood. 

This is what our Congregation means 
by a basic choice. 

It is the choice that underlies and determines 
all the other choices, 

emhodied in its declarations, 
and in its directives . 

~ JI',, rr re. confin11 ccl in th:is brisic choice 
l1y bein[I led to -it from 1111othe1· point of departure, 
1m111ely, the ori{Jinal ·inspimtion of the Sor.iet11, 

ns set f01·th in the Fnr11111/ct of the Institute 
a.11d in the Co11stitutio11s. 

~ Our Society was founded. (lrincipally. 
for the defense and (lropagation of the FAITH 
and for the-rc.nclering of any service in the Church 
that may he for the glory of God 
and for the common good. 

• In fact, the grace of Christ that enables nncl impelR 
us to seek "the salvation and perfection of souls" 
or what may be called, in contempornry termR, 
the total nnd integral liberution of man. leading 
to participation in the life of God himself - i~ 

the same grace by which we are ennb~ecl and im­
pelled to seek "011r ow11 snlvatio11 and 11erfectio11." 

* Not only cloe11 the ·i11sight of lynatius 
justify our basic choice -
it specifies it. 

It e11/1.blcs 11s to detcrm1:11c 
1d1at m1tst be ow· spccificnlly J e.~11it contribu tion 
to the defe11se aud propar,11tion of the FAITH 
and to the 11rnmotion of JUSTICE -in charity. 

"' Al the very center of that insight 
is the sense of i\lISSION. 

No sooner was our companionship born 
that it placed itself at the disposal o( "the Roman 
Pontiff, Christ's Vicar on earth," to be sent 
wherever there is hope of God's greater glory, 
and the service of men. 

* A Jesuit, therefore, 
is essentially a man on a MISSION: 
a mission which he receives 

·immediately from the Holy Father, and from 
his own religious s1iperiors, bttt ultimatel·y 
frorii Christ himself, the one sent by the 
Father. 

It is by being sent 
that the Jesuit becomes a companion of Jesus. 

• Moreover, it is in companionship 
that the Jesuit fulfill s his mission. 

He belongs to a community 
of friends in the Loni , 

Who, like him, have asked to be received 
under the standard of Christ 'the King. 

• This community is the entire body of the Society 
itself, 

110 mnttcr how widely dispersed 
over the face of t he earth. 

The pnrticulnr local community, 
to which he may belong 

at any given moment 
is, for him, s imply a concrete-

if, here and now, a privileged-
expression of th is world-wide brotherhood. 

* The local Jesuit communitv 
is thus an CL postolic com~unity, 
not inwan:I but outward looking, 
the focl!s of its concern 
being the service it is called uµon to give men. 

H is co11temp/ative 
bul nol 111011ast-ic, 

for it is a com1111111it<rs nd clispersinucm. 
It is a community of men 
rendy lo i:o where\'Cr they arc sent. 

* A communilas ad disJ)ersionem, 
but also a koinoni<r, 

a sharing of goods and life, 
with the Eucharist at its center: 

the sacrifice and sacrament of the Deed of 
Jesus, who loved his own to the end. 

And each member of every Jesuit community 
is ever mindful of what Saint Ignatius says 

about Jove, 
that it consists in sharing 

what one has, 
what one is, 

with those one loves. 
When we speak of having all things in common, 
. that is what we mean. 

* The Jesuit comm.unity is aJsg a community of dis­
cernment. 

The missions on which Jes:itits a·re sent, 
whether corporately or individually, 

do not exempt us from the need 
of discerning together 

in what manner, and by what meCLns, 
such missions are to be accomplished. 

That is why we open our minds and hearts 
to cmr superiors, 

and our superiors in turn take part 
in the discernment of our communities, 

always on the shared understanding 
that final decisio11<1 belong to those 
w ho ha·ve the burde·n of authority. 

* Not only our community life, 
but our religious rnws, 
are apostolic. 

If we commit oursel\'es until death 
to the evangelical counsels 
of poverty, chastity, and obedience, 

It is that we may be totally united lo Christ 
and share his own freedom 
to be at the service of all who need us. 

In binding us, 
the vows set us free: 

-free, by our vow of POVERTY, 
to share th e life of tire poor, 
and to use w hatever resources 10e may hare 
not for cmr own securi/.y a.1rd. comfort, 
but for service; 

-free, by our vow of CHASTITY 
to be men for others, 
in frie11dsh-i7> ancl commm1ion 1ci tlr all, 
lm t especially w ith those 
who share our mission of service; 

-free, by our vo 11> of OREOIE_NCE 
to respoud to tltc en// of Christ 
er ., made /.'1101i•11 to us liy /rim 

w hom the Spirit has placed oi:er the Ch urch, 
and to follow the lead of our 1tuperiors, 
especially our Father General, 
who has all authority over us 

ad aeidificationem. 

• In our Society, 
the call to the apostolate is one, 

though shared in manifold way~. 

We are many memLers, 
but one body, 
each member contributing what in him lies to 
the common task of continuing Christ's savin~ 
work in the world, which is to reconcile man to 
God, and men among themselves, so that by the 
gift of his love and grace they may build a peace 
based on justice. 

• Because this is its common task, 
the Society of Jesus is, in its entirety, 

a sacerdotal body. 

But it is sacerdotal 
not merely in the sense 
of the priesthood of all the faithful. 

For the Society began as , and continues to be. 
a band of ordained ministers of the Gospel , 

which comprises in the self-same company 
both those willing to shnre the presbyteral 
function of being coadj utors of the episeop,d order, 
and those willing to gh-e themseh'es 

to those aspeds of our aposh>lic mis.;ion 
for which priestly orders ar e not required . 

• l'tloreo\'Cr, following Ignatius, we ha,•e asked Chris t 
our Lord 

lo Jet us render this service 
in a manner tha t ghcs us a personality of our 
own. 

We have chosen lo give it 
in the form of a l'Ons ecrated life 
according lo the evangelical counsels, 

and we haYe placed ourse!Ycs al the service 
not only of the local churches, 
but of the universal Church, 

by u special ,·ow of obedience 
lo him who pres ides oHr the universal Churdt. 
namely, the "uccessor of Peter. 

* This, then, is th~ disli.nguishing mark of our 
Society: 

lt ·is a. com.pa11ionship that is, 
nt 011e 1111d tire same lime, 

•·religwus. 
.<acerdotcrl, 
c111d 1>01111d to tht• R,1 111, 111 Pou t ijf 
by a s11 eci11I bond oj lu1·c 11 11 d srrrice." 



• Because the m1ss1ons on which the Holy Father 
and our superiors are likely to send us will demand 
well trained minds and dedicated spirits, · 

\ve test the vocation of those whom we ndmit to 
our ranks in various wnys, over an extended 
period of time, and we try to give them, to the 
best of our ability, a spiritunl and intellectual 
formation more th11n ordirrarily exncting. 

But even during their period of training, these 
young men are alrendy our companions, in vir­
tue of the perpetunl vows they take after the 
noviceship. 

* Coming from mnny different countries, 
cultures, 
and social backgrounds, 

but bnnded together in this way, 
we try to focus nl1 our efforts on the common tnsk 

. .. of rndiating FAITH' . . . 
and witncssin~ to JUSTICE. 

We are deeply conscious 
of how often and how grievously 
we ourselves have sinned ni:ainst the Gospel; 

yet it remnins our nmbition 
to proclaim it worthily: 
thnt is, in love, 

in poverty, 
and in humility. 

'-' In LOVE: 
1£ 11crso11ul lore fm· Jesus, 
whom we sec/.: io !mow 
1,•illt cm ever more inu:<rnl 1.-now/r,c/(lr. 
that we may th e /Jetter ln l' /' him 

a11d follow him; 
Jesus whom we seek- as Sai11 t l gm1ti 11s sough t­

to cxperie11ce; 
.Tes-us, S0 11 of Goel, 

sent to sen,r, 
sc11t to free, 
')) 11t to death, 
11 11 d risen fro ni t he r/1'(,r/. 

• 1n POVERTY: 
relyi11y more 011 God's 1irn11i•lr 11 rc 

titan on lrnman 1·eso11rces; 
srifeg1111 rding th e f reedom of th e nposlle 

by detachment from avarice 
1111d th e bondage imposed by .it; 

followi11u in the footsteps of Christ, . 
who preached good 11e1•:s to the 11om· 
by beinf) 11o~r himsel;. 

* In HUMILITY: 
re11 /izi11[J tlrnl there m·e 111ru111 e11 ter1H"ises 
of oreat worth nm/ ,110111e11t 
iii" the Church rr 11 d in the world 

which we, ns 11riests and religious, 
iHspirccl /Jy oHe 1mrlic11/nr charis 111, 
ure 110t -ill a position to 1111dertakc. 

Ami even in those c11 te1·prises 
111 //iclt 1t· c ca n a11 d should w r-/crlake , 

we realize that we must li e 1cil/i11r1 
to work, with others: 

with Christia11s, 
men of ot/ier .,-e/igiOHS fa ith s. 
ancl nl/ men of good ll' ill: 

willing to pla.y 
a subordinate, 

s1ipporti11g, 
ano1111mo11s role; 

and willing to lear,1 how to s i re 
f rom tltose 1cP .•eel: to serve. 

* This availability for the meanest tasks, or nt least 
the desire to be thus available, is part of the identity 

of the Jesuit. 
When he offers to distinguish himself in the service 

of the Eternal King, 
when he asks to be received under his stnndard, 
when he glorifies with Ignatius 

in being plnced by the Father "with the Son" 
he does so not in any spirit of prideful privilege, 
but in the spirit of him who 

"emptied himself 
to assume the condition of a sla.ve, 
even to a.ccepti11g death, 
death on a cross." 

* Thll.9, whether we consider the needs and aspirations 
of the men of our time, 

or reflect on the particular chnrism 
thnt founded our Society, 

or seek to lenrn whnt Jesus has in his heart 
for each and all of us, 

we are led to the identical conclusion that today ... 

the Jesuit is a man 
whose missio11 is to dedicate himself rH lirr/11 

lo /h e sen·icc of F AITH 
11 11 d the 71romotion of JUSTICE. 

i 11 11 conn,mnion of life 
of work 
a11cl sncl'if ice, 

11·ilh t/ie companions 1rho le ave rallied romul 
/1,c .mme stan dard oj the cross. 
ancl in f idelity to t/ie Y icar of Christ, 

jor tlte b11ildi110 1111 of a world 
nt once more lmmun 
11111! 11101·r divine. 

,:, Deeply conscious of our utter unworthiness 
for so great a mission, 

relying only on God's love nnd grace, 
we offer together the prayer of Ignatins: 

Take r1,1d 1·eceivc, O Lol':i, 
nll my liberty; 
my memon1, 111y 1tHdrrsta11 cli,1g, and all my will; 
nil /Ital I leave a11 d ow11. 

Yon gave the m lo me; 
to you , 0 Lord, I rct11n1 l /i em. 
7'h cy are nll yo11rs; 
do with tlt em what 110n will . 

Giu me yoHr /011r a11cl you r grrrcc. 
'!'ha t is e11011g/i fo r me. 

This is a working paper of the Thirty-second 

General Congregation of the Society of Jesus. 


