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Honoring Senator Daniel K. Akaka
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Downtown Marriott Hotel, 820 West 7th Avenue, Anchorage

Aloha! Itis a great pleasure to be here with you today. | am
humbled by this luncheon, and your desire to honor me and my
life of service.

Mahalo, thank you to everyone who has made this possible:

o Ralph Andersen and Albert KOO-kesh, and the rest of the
Board of Directors; and

o Julie KIT-ka, Nelson Angapak [uh-NAH-puhk] and the hard
working staff at AFN.

Although | have worked with your Alaska Native leadership for
most of my career in the Congress, the last time | was able to
visit Alaska was in May of 1995.

That time, my wife Millie and | travelled to the “top of the world”
and visited the village of Kak-toe-vik. | will never forget that
trip, because the community had just landed a whale!

While we didn’t get to stay Ibng enough to taste it, we did see
the hard work and cooperation it takes to put all of the whale
to use and feed the community.

| was impressed with the dedication and commitment to
sound resource management that harvesting a whale
represented, but | was not surprised. | have seen this from
Alaska Natives time and time again, as you advocate for
practical and balanced approaches to policy and
programming in Washington DC.




In Hawaii, and here in Alaska, we have found that diversity is
a strength, especially when it can be harnessed by sharing the
best ideas to advance the whole state.

| admire what the A-F-N has set out to do—bringing the many
voices of the different Alaska Native peoples together to make
strong and unified statements to policy makers and others
who affect your lives.

The size of your convention and your resolutions process is
impressive, and results in your voices being heard here in
Anchorage, in Juneau, and in Washington DC.

Julie and her team always make sure I’m informed about
what resolutions were adopted at your Convention, and what
the Alaska Native priorities are for the year.

It has been a joy getting to know your communities, your
leadership and your legislative priorities over the years.

| look forward to seeing the great things you will do through
unity and collaboration in the years ahead.

Mahalo again for honoring me at this luncheon. Kitak-qua and
a hui hou.




