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NISEI VETERANS MEMORIAL CENTER OPENS NEW STANLEY IZUMIGAWA 
RESOURCE CENTER by D  G , Maui News 

www.mauinews.com/news/local-news/2022/02/nisei-veterans-center-opens-new-resource-pavilion/ 

EVENT HELD ON FEBRUARY 19 TO MARK 80 YEARS 

SINCE INTERNMENT OF JAPANESE AMERICANS. 

Standing in front of the completed STANLEY IZUMIGAWA 

Resource Center Pavilion at the Nisei Veterans Memorial Center 

(ñNVMCò), board Chairperson KYOKO KIMURA said she 

was ñoverwhelmedò by the moment. 

To continue sharing stories and to commemorate the contributions 

and sacrifices of Nisei soldiers, the NVMC expanded the Kahului 

campus to accommodate more visitors, educational workshops, 

community gatherings and research opportunities.  

 Continued on page 2 

Photograph above of a maile lei 

being removed by JOAN 

IZUMIGAWA (left),  JONATHAN 

ROSS (middle) and JILL 

IZUMIGAWA-ROSS (right) before 

the doors of the STANLEY 

IZUMIGAWA Resource Center 

were opened. Joan and Jill are Stanley 

Izumigawaôs (100th Infantry 

Battalion, Able Company) daughters.   

Photograph by MATTHEW 

THAYER.    
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ñNow I can picture 

people from all kinds of 

generationsé and all 

kinds of people from 

different backgrounds 

from all over the world 

gathering here,ò Kimura 

said Saturday 

morning. ñAnd the legacy 

of the nisei veterans and 

their stories will inspire 

them to find the hero in 

themselves.ò  

 The grand opening of 

the Stanley Izumigawa 

Resource Center Pavilion 

was intentionally held on 

February 19, which 

marked the 80th 

anniversary of Executive 

Order 9066, a document 

signed in 1942 by 

President Franklin 

Roosevelt, authorizing the evacuation of people of 

Japanese descent ñdeemed a threat to national 

securityò and stripping them of their civil rights.  

This impacted over 100,000 Japanese Americans 

who were forced into internment and detention camps 

across the nation, including 1,300 people in Hawaii 

where there were an estimated 17 camps, including 

four in Maui County, said JILL TOKUDA, external 

director and former state senator.  

And Tokudaôs great-grandfather was one of those 

men.  

ñI wish I could have asked him so many 

questions,ò she said. ñWhat was it like to live in the 

internment camps? How did he feel as he lay there, 

viewed as an enemy of the state, his own son was 

away with the Military Intelligence Service fighting 

for a country that didnôt believe in his own father?ò  

Many of the answers to the questions she never got 

to ask were ñright here at the center,ò Tokuda said.  

ñThatôs what makes this place to me so very 

special and worth fighting for and building on because 

it holds all of our stories, itôs a glimpse into our shared 

past that we have together, and more importantly, it 

embodies the hope of the shared future, the better 

future, for our island community on Maui,ò she said.  

 LEONARD 

OKA, president and 

founder of Maui 

Sons and Daughters 

of Nisei Veterans 

and co-founder of 

NVMC, said that 

the grand opening 

of the pavilion is ña 

special dayò to 

honor the veterans. 

 For the past 40 

years, Oka has been 

on a mission to 

preserve the stories 

and legacy of those 

who fought in the 

war, including his 

father, 

CLARENCE 

ñHEKKAò OKA, 

who was a veteran 

of the 442nd 

Regimental Combat 

Team.  

Oka encouraged the audience to partake in a salute 

by combat veteran and board member, BO MAHOE, 

and the singing of ñGo for Broke,ò which is the 442nd 

Infantry Regiment fight song.  

The ceremony on Saturday also included a few 

performances by nonprofit Zenshin Daiko, a blessing 

and the untying of the Stanley Izumigawa Resource 

Center Pavilionôs entryway.  

Construction started last summer to enclose the 

existing pavilion, level out the concrete slab, build two 

new office spaces, install new lighting, add fresh paint 

and more, said BRITTANY ARISUMI 

RODRIGUES of general contractors Arisumi 

Brothers Inc.  

 The NVMC also manages one of Hawaiiôs few 

intergenerational centers, which includes Kansha 

Preschool and Maui Adult Day Care Center.  

ñThis literally embodies the vision of Nisei 

Veterans Memorial Center and all of our nisei 

veterans,ò Tokuda said. ñThe past, the original roof to 

the pavilion; the present, in the building; and if you 

look right here at our feet the writings and the hand- 

Continued on page 3 

Photograph above of the Izumigawa family: Jill Izumigawa-

Ross, Jonathan Ross, Joan Izumigawa in front of the 1,001 

Tsuru Installation at NVMC.  Photograph by SHANE 
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drawings of Kansha preschoolers, the future. This 

center embodies all of these things and those values 

that we hold dear.ò  

State Representative TROY HASHIMOTO, 

former videographer for the center, said Saturday 

that ñwe are all very happy to see the center finally 

open.ò  

ñI think this building is really a part of that next 

step for the Nisei Veterans Center, and how we 

spread and how we remember all the things that nisei 

veterans did for our community, and how we spread 

that to the next generation and I think thatôs 

incredibly important,ò Hashimoto said. ñSo now we 

have this education center and we have this resource 

center to allow more people to understand what that 

spirit means, to find that hero within us.ò  

Though decades have passed, it feels like 

yesterday to the families who lost loved ones in 

World War II.  

ñOur nisei veterans fought with bravery, they 

fought with dedication, and the ógo for brokeô attitude 

continues to live today in many of you,ò Mayor 

MICHAEL VICTORINO said during his speech at 

the grand opening event on Saturday. ñThis resource 

center that the Izumigawa family has put together, 

along with many of us, will be a testament to 

remember what has happened and the future of all of 

our children, grandchildren, and even for some of us, 

great-grandchildren.ò  

NVMC Executive Director DEIDRE 

TEGARDEN said that the Stanley Izumigawa 

Resource Center was made possible by a State of 

Hawaii grant of $300,000, a Maui County grant of 

$100,000, and support from the Freeman Foundation, 

Central Pacific Bank, Maui Sons and Daughters of 

Nisei Veterans, Atherton Family Foundation, 

MUNEKIYO HIRAGA, Arisumi Brothers, Abbey 

Carpet of Maui and other private donations from the 

community.  

 ñI think that itôs a fitting tribute for the nisei 

veterans because itôs not just a static monument to 

their valor and their bravery that they demonstrated 

during the war, but itôs actually a vibrant resource 

that will serve the community, just like how they 

served our country when they went to war,ò said 

donor COLBERT MATSUMOTO, CEO of Island 

Insurance Company.  

Later in the afternoon after the grand opening, 

NVMC hosted an open house in the education center, 

featuring its newest exhibit, ñInternment: Mauiôs 

Stories.ò  

(PPP Editorôs Note:  A full recording of the 

Blessing and Grand Opening can be viewed at the 

Nisei Veterans Memorial Centerôs YouTube page at 

www.youtube.com/watch?v=ld7G-zLW8tw 

More information on the NVMC exhibit 

ñInternment:  Mauiôs Storiesò appears on page 17 of 

this issue of the PPP).   

FROM THE NVMC ARCHIVES...  
Weekly Wednesday Update email, January 17, 2022 

 

Let's go back to 2011, when the NVMC held 

several teacher workshops on internment. After one of 

the sessions, there was also a "Meet the Veteran" 

gathering. Our 100/442 veteran, STANLEY 

IZUMIGAWA, came dressed for the occasion, 

complete with his survival pack, which included a 

folding pick/shovel, a knife and this dummy grenade.  

(PPP Editorôs Note:  I couldn't help but notice the 

100th logo buckle on the belt around Stanley 

Izumigawaôs waist.).   

 



DA PRESIDENTôS MONTHLY MONKU  
by A  K  

 

Another month of COVID-19.  Hope that all of 

you are doing fine. 

February 1st was 100th veteran Ed Ikumaôs 103rd 

birthday. Ed served with Headquarters Company.  My 

husband, CLYDE SUGIMOTO, and I got to go to 

Maunalani Nursing and Rehab to join in the 

celebration.  Ed looked really good.  He was so very 

happy.  Edôs buddies in the 100th/442nd Army Reserve 

were not able to join us for that day but came the day 

before to wish him a Happy Birthday.  (Photographs 

of Ed with members of the Ikuma family at his 

February 1 Birthday Party and with Rifle Chapter 

 

Officers KEITH HORIKAWA and BEAU 

TATSUMURA at his ñearly birdò Birthday Party.  All 

photographs in this article taken by ANN 

KABASAWA or Clyde Sugimoto).   

On February 6th, we attended the Chinese 
Congressional Gold Medal Event at the Hilton 
Hawaiian Village.  It was so very touching.  There 
were about 750 people in attendance. There were a 
number of veterans and many families who were able 
to receive the Medal.   Our 100th Infantry Battalion  
Veteransô Honorary Member, HUNG WAI CHING 

was honored too. He received the Chinese 

Congressional Gold Medal and the Nisei Soldier 

Congressional Gold Medal too.  His grandchildren 

came in from California.  It was so nice to meet his 

family.  ROBERT LEE, Major General, U.S. Army 

(retired) who is also a Honorary Member of the 100th, 

was the co-chairperson  along with MICHELE 

CHOY.  (Photograph below of  Major General Robert 

Lee presenting both Congressional Gold Medals to the 

granddaughter of Hung Wai Ching).   

On February 7th,  MICHAEL, CHERYL, 

RICHIE AND CHRISTINE OGURO visited the 

Clubhouse.  Michael and Richie are the grandsons of 

the late RICHARD OGURO (Company B) and live 

in California.  Michael is a Go For Broke National 

Education Center Torchbearer.  The Torchbearers are 

the youth volunteers of GFBNEC.  (Pictured in the 

photograph on the bottom of next page are  Christine, 

Richie, Michael and Cheryl Oguro posing with the 

100th logo in Turner Hall).   

The annual Military Intelligence Service Veterans 

Continued on page 5 
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Club of Hawaiiôs  Shinnen Enkai was held at 

Natsunoya on February 13th.  As usual, the food was 

very good.  NATE GYOTOKU,  President and 

Executive Director of the Japanese Cultural Center of 

Hawaii and HANAKO WAKATSUKI-CHONG, the 

first Superintendent of Honouliuli National Historic 

Site, were guest speakers.  Hanakoôs great aunt is 

JEANNE WAKATSUKI-HOUSTON who, along 

with her husband JAMES HOUSTON, wrote the 

famous book Farewell to Manzanar. Nate Gyotokuôs 

grandfather is the late HAROLD GYOTOKU, 100th 

veteran from Company D.   There were three MIS 

veterans who attendedé.FRANK TAKAO, 

WALLACE HIRAI and SHINYEI GIMA (as they 

are sitting in the photograph on the left).   

 A big MAHALO to JEANETTE 

AKAMINE, 

widow of 

BERNARD 

AKAMINE (B 

Company) for 

donating a Roomba 

Robot cleaning 

machine to our 

Clubhouse.   

 Letôs hope that 2022 gets much better for 

all of us!!!   Please take good care and stay safe 

and well!! 



CHIBA CHATTER by D  W  
 

(PPP Editorôs note:  While we wait for a brave 

new reporter to volunteer to spill the beans on the 

goings on with the Southern California Chapter, 

former reporter DAVID WATANABE has been 

filling in with  wonderful and witty observations on 

his new life in Japan.  As he continues to be dedicated 

to the PPP, I decided he deserves his OWN column 

starting with this issue.  Since Japan is still closed to 

us germy Americans, itôs nice to be able to travel there 

in our minds at least.  Okaeri, David-san!) 

January 8  -  One day Iôll write about the health 

system here, am still learning ï I still havenôt received 

my health insurance premium notice (signed up for 

Japan health insurance almost three months ago).  I 

have only paid so far for long-term care insurance, less 

than $20/month!  Weôll be checking the nursing home 

that is a five-minute walk from our house to see what 

their facility offers but the photos look good and the 

price too!  Nursing homes, and Iôve got this from a 

very good source, are  less than $2,000/month (from 

the flyers $2K is the high end room).  With Omicron 

though we donôt think they will want to give us a tour 

just yet. 

 Tomorrow is a national holiday here, ñComing of 

Ageò so Iôll be out looking at all of the young 20-year 

olds all dressed up (especially the kimonos) for the 

occasion.  Infections are rising in Japan but nothing 

compared to the U.S., yesterday Tokyo registered 

about 1,000 but only four were considered serious.   

No deaths so perhaps Omicron is not as deadly as 

Delta.  Hope to receive the booster next month, some 

cities elsewhere have begun due to larger outbreaks, 

Chiba had 274 yesterday so it is not much but still 

much more than a week ago. 

January 9  -  Itôs Monday and itôs a national 

holiday in Japan to celebrate ñSeijun No Hiò or 

ñComing of Ageò which is for everyone who turns 20 

years old this year. Itôs a big day as everyone dresses 

formally.  There is a formal ceremony, held at our 

Culture Hall which is next to the train station.  The 

mayor and other officials give speeches.  I did not see 

any of the ceremony as one has to have an invitation.  

 Very beautiful/colorful kimonos worn by the 

young women, and none of the guys wore the formal 

Japanese hakama.  Kimonos costs a lot of money and 

it is not worn often after today so most rent them. 

 It was fortunate it did not rain, we had cloudy 

skies and it was a little cold, it is supposed to rain 

tonight and tomorrow. 

Enjoy!  Arenôt you glad youôre not 20 

anymore!!!?? 

January 9  -   Itôs a cold, slightly drizzling with a 

chance of some snow day here so with no outdoor 

activity we decided to try eating something we never 

had before.  This is ócanned breadô, developed by a 

long time baker here in Japan.  Some of you may have 

seen him a few years ago on TV (NHK World).  If I 

recall he was an older middle age guy. 

 This can is about the size of a kidney beans 

can.  The 

óbreadô 

comes in 

different 

flavors and 

is supposed 

to last 5 

years.  It is 

not cheap, 

nearly $5 

each.  If you 

are 

expecting 

bakery 

quality 

youôll be 

disappointed.  The coffee bread was very dense, not 

too sweet, but probably has a lot of calories for energy 

needed during an emergency situation.  And with 12 

shakes since we arrived 4 months ago we need to be 

ready for the big one!  To me it was not very tasty but 

when one is hungry anything edible will taste good! 

February 9  -  Itôs good to see the infections 

dropping in Los Angeles although the deaths are still 

high.  Infections are still here, although the last two 

Continued on page 7 



supposedly the worldôs the longest monorail system 

(suspended type) .  Has been operating for about 40 

years.    Iôve included some photos.   

 There are two Hawaiian restaurants too, in two 

different department stores.  Makes me feel a little 

nostalgic until I think of the Covid problems and 

politics back home.  

It may snow a little in Tokyo and parts of Chiba 

tomorrow and Friday, itôs normal for this time of the 

year.   The average rainfall is 48ò. 

Take care, and cheer for the Rams! 

CHIBA CHATTER 
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days the numbers have been lower but not so 

much.  Tokyo had about 15,000 infections and Chiba 

about 5,500.  Number of deaths still very low 

although Japan-wide they had a record 105 deaths the 

other day.  Very small numbers compared to LA and 

of course a much larger population (about 126 

million).  Booster shots have only begun recently, 

trying to get 1 million shots this month, Iôm scheduled 

for one on February 25.  I received my 2nd shot on 

March 4th so I feel a little vulnerable but at the same 

time feel safe as everyone masks and practice social 

distancing.  

 Yesterday we spent most of the day in the nearby 

Chiba City, capital of Chiba Prefecture.  Itôs 10 

minutes by express train.  MICHIKO wanted to 

explore what the large city (about 1 million 

population) had to offer in terms of community 

classes.  I wanted to know too about the city since it 

was my first time and I am intending to use the Chiba 

University Hospital as my primary place to go (they 

have English-speaking staff).  Michiko also wanted to 

visit a Recycle store ï there arenôt many at all 

anyplace, our town has one very tiny one.  This store 

does not take any clothes donations.  We ended 

buying a construction 

helmet (for emergencies 

like an earthquake ï we 

had our 12th shake three 

days ago!), and a floor 

chair that I carried on the 

bus and train.  On the train 

ride home I discreetly took 

the attached photo of this 

very cute young girl who I 

think was going home after 

school by herself (common 

here, there is no fear). 

Throughout our 10 minute 

ride she was just focused 

with her phone.  Note 

her  rather fancy clothes 

for such a youngster.  This is nice to see, life as it 

should be. 

  The train station is very modern with many shops/

restaurants and very large department stores too 

including the well-known Sogo.  We donôt have that 

high end kind of department store as our townôs 

people are not wealthy (my guess). I donôt see too 

many late-model bicycles!!  Chiba city has 


