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REMARKS BY U. S. SENATOR SPARK MATSU

BEFORE THE JAPANESE AMERICAN CITIZENS |

LEGISLATIVE EDUCATION COMMITTEE RECEPTI(

Westin Bonaventure Hotel - California 1
Los Angeles, California

Friday, January 17, 91986 < 8 p.m.

Ehank You,.Trigia. (?) (Toyota), For your warm
introduction. I believe it was the philosopher George
Santayana who observed many years ago that those who do not
learn of the past are condemned to relive its mistakes. All of
us as Americans of Japanese ancestry old enough to remember
our experiences during World wWar II certainly would not want
our children or their children to relive those experiences.
The incarceration in detention camps of some 120,000 Americans
and resident aliens of Japanese ancestry during that war was
an action unprecedented in American history, a blot splattered
against the most cherished values of our country which has yet
to be resolved. The reparations legislation now before
Congress on this issue is a way to rectify our history and
heal those long-ago wounds which fester to this day. The
chances of achieving Senate passage this year are good, in
opinion.

A definitive work published last year on President

Franklin D, Roosevelt 2= FDR: A Biography by Ted Morgan --

sheds new light on the circumstances surrounding Executive







