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July 17, 1962

HAWAII’S TYPICAL IN-MIGRANT, 1958-1961

This November signifies the first "off-year" national 

election for the state of Hawaii - in which voters will 

elect members of the United States Senate and House of 

Representatives, as well as state officials. Hawaii sent 

members to the Congress in 1959, but they were selected 

in a "special" election.

Based on past performance in the Islands, a large 

voter turnout can be anticipated this year. Being aware 

of this fact, it is advisable to give considerable 

attention to the characteristics of the voting populace.

During recent years Hawaii has experienced increasing 

migration to and from here. These population movements 

have greatly modified the social, demographic and economic 

composition of the Islands. These changes have significance 

for the forth-coming elections.

With the influx of new residents from the mainland, a 

new type of voter is emerging as a political force in 

Hawaii. To know how to appeal to this new voter, it is 

necessary to discover what type of person he represents. 

This report concerns itself with such an attempt. It tries

to isolate what are believed to be the characteristics of 

the typical mainlander who came to the Islands between 

1958 and 1961 to establish residence and who is now a 

potential member of the 1962 electorate and therefore will 

be voting for the first time in Hawaii.
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The information discussed here is drawn in large part 

from two reports (numbers 18 and 21) made by the Department 

of Planning and Research, State of Hawaii. Only the findings 

pertaining to the 1958-1961 period are utilized here. 

Information during other years may be found by referring 

directly to these reports.

* * *

A 1957 study by Maureen Stevens - Mobility of Labor 

Between Hawaii and the Mainland - indicated that the 

typical mainland person arriving in Honolulu to look for a 

job was a single woman from California — age 27 with clerical 

work experience and a desire to live in the Hawaiian Islands.

It is interesting to note that the recent trend has been 

for women to predominate among the in-migrants, with 2/5 of 

Hawaii’s influx of job seekers being women.

Population movement has been primarily between Hawaii 

and California with more than 1/2 of the in-migrants coming 

from the west coast - 44 percent arriving from California.

During the last decade more than 1/2 of employed 

civilian arrivals were professional, semi-professional, 

business, managerial or official workers. Included were 

large numbers of stenographers, typists, bookkeepers, 

telephone operators, general office workers, and receptionists. 

In the professional group were school teachers, managers 

and buyers, playground directors, radio operators and 

commercial artists. Large numbers of these arrivals were
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classified as "white collar" and only 9 percent were in the 

service occupations — predominately waitresses and some 

practical nurses and chambermaids.

Another survey of Oahu household heads in 1961 indicated 

the highest proportion of recent arrivals to be among persons 

employed in professional, technical and sales jobs.

Where do these people settle upon arrival? A 1961 report 

states that new residents usually find homes in Waikiki or 

near military bases - about 30 percent of all households 

living in Waikiki moved to Hawaii during the preceding 12 months.

These in-migrants continue to be relatively young - the 

median age of intended residents has ranged from 22.4 to 

24.6 years during the past decade (1950-1961). The proportion 

of persons 60 years of age or older has never exceeded 2.6 

percent.

* * *

A glance at Table 1 on page 5 will show that the net 

civilian migration to Hawaii between 1958 and 1961 was 

17,094. This figure excludes military inductions and separations. 

Unfortunately, it does not tell us specifically how many of 

these people are of voting age. A number of them, of course, 

will be under the age of 21.

Table 2 presents the following composite picture of the 

typical 1958-1961 arrival: a 23.5 year old female from the 

western United States employed as a professional, business or 

official worker. Again the reader must be cautioned that this 

is a calculated average and does not account for the wide
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variations which naturally occur.

Looking at Table 3 on page 6 — which gives information 

about household heads who lived in Hawaii in December 1959 

but in a different state or country in December 1958 — we 

get the following picture: The typical civilian migrant 

household head lived with 3 other people in Honolulu. He 

had completed at least the 13th grade, worked in Honolulu, 

and had an income of $7,400. Again it is necessary to recog— 

nize that this is an average and does not indicate the wide 

range that does occur.

It is suggested that each of these Tables be more 

closely referred to when specific data for each of the 

years from 1958 to 1961 is desired.

* * *

Note: There are a number of research reports available 

which might yield pertinent information concerning the 

characteristics of the typical in-migrant during the 1958— 

61 period. There are:

Hawaii State Planning Office, Hawaii’s In-Migrants, 
1951-58 (September 30,1951), and quarterly reports for 
1959, 1960, and 1961.

Current Population Reports, Population Estimates, 
Series p-25, No. 227, April 26, 1961, p 6.

Hawaii Visitors Bureau, Annual Research Report on 
Visitors to Hawaii, 1959 Data, 1960-1964 Forecast (June 
I960), p 35 & P 37

Robert C. Schnitt, Recent Migration Trends in Hawaii 
(August 22, 1961). Copies available from the Department 
of Planning and Research.
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Table 1.—NET CIVILIAN MIGRATION FOR HAWAII: 1958 to 1961

(Excludes military inductions and separations)

Source: State of Hawaii, Dep't of Health, records.

Table 2. —INTENDED RESIDENTS ARRIVING IN HAWAII: 1958-1961

(Excludes persons arriving on eastbound or military carriers)

Year ended
June 30

Net 
civilian 
migration

1958........... 7,O96
1959........... 5,775
I960........... 806
1961.......... 3,417

Total..... 17,094

Year All
Arrivals

Civilian 
arrivals

Persons 
per

Party

Median 
age

(years)

Males 
per

100 
females

From Cal.,
Oreg.,Wash, 
(percent)

High 
status

(1)

1958... 16,472 13,972 2.12 22.4 74 36.3 56.9
1959... 18,374 15,868 1.67 23.6 100 37.7 57.1
I960... 15,030 12,942 1.50 24.6 103 40.4 57.1
1961... 16,720 *13,745 1.49 23.6 114 39.8 59.0

TOTAL 66,596 56,527

AVERAGE 1.69 23.5 97 38.5 57.5

* includes 2,950 military dependents, 9,875 other civilians, 
and 920 not reported

(1) party heads employed as professional, semi-professional, 
business, managerial or official workers as percent of all 
employed civilian party heads

Source: State of Hawaii, Dep’t of Planning and Research, 
Hawaii’s In-migrants, Fourth Quarter 1961 (Research report 18, 
Feb 19, 1962), tables 1 and 4, and records.
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Table J.—CHARACTERISTICS OF HOUSEHOLDS AND DWELLING UNITS, BY MIGRATION 
AND MILITARY STATUS OF HOUSEHOLD HEAD,FOR OAHU: DECEMBER 1959

(Migrant households are those whose head lived in Hawaii in December 
1959 but in a different state or country in December 1958)

(1) Includes household heads not reporting migration status
(2) Refers to head of household
(3) For renter occupied dwelling units, except rent-free

Source: State of Hawaii, Dep’t of Planning and Research, 
Migrant and Non-Migrant Households in Hawaii, January 1961 
(Research Report 67 July 19, 1961), p.8.

Subject

All 
house— 
holds
(1)

Non-migrant households Migrant househ

Military Civilian Mil Civ

HOUSEHOLDS

Place of residence (percent). .100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Moanalua-Navy housings >>•>>> 5.6 22.2 I.Ll 24.9 1.2
Waikiki..... 7...... ...6.6 11* Il 5.8 8.4U

11.7
55.8

3.59 
 35.1

32.5 46.5
Remainder of Honolulu....... 53.7 12*6 64.8

28.0

U.5°
27.8

Oah$f excl. Honolulu........
34.0

60.8

U.12
3,1.0

20.0

Persons per household....4.35 3.10
57.5(2)percent completed 13th grade 29.6

(2)percent working in Honolulu  55.3 65.6 9,9  70.5
Median family income...... $6,055 $4,617 $6,404 1$4,659 $7,400
Autos ner household...... 1.13 1.08 1.15 1.01 0.95

OCCUPIED DWELLING UNITS

Percent owner occupied....... •.U7.2 9.U
55.8

58.6
61.6

3.9
45.5

17.5
52.1Percent with 5 or wore rooms. .5,8.9

Median year built........... ri9U8 1950 19U7 1951 1953.
(5)Median monthly rent......... $76 $86 $05 $93 $116
(5)Rent as pct, of income

18.7 16.1 25.8(median) 2k.2 22.2
Percent in 1-unit structures 65.5 38.3 71.5 35.1 h-2.5


