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.MEIL ABERCROMBIE COMMITTEE ON
1ST DISTRICT, HAWAII T ARMED SERVICES
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&
@uongress of the nited States

House of Representatives
Washington, B.¢. 20515

March 19, 2003

The Honorable Henry Bonilla
Chairman, Subcommittee on Agriculture
House Appropriations Committee

2458 Rayburn Building

Washipgton, DC 20515

I would appreciate your assistance on a matter that is vital to the sugarcane growers in the United
States. The Agricultural Research Service of the U. S. Department of Agriculture has operated a
sugarcane research facility at Canal Point, Florida. This facility provides the necessary breeding
material for the sugarcane growers in Texas, Florida and Louisiana. The Florida location also
cooperates with the sugarcane researchers in Hawaii.

The current funding level for this USDA facility is approximately $2.3 million with the sugarcane
industry contributing an additional $500,000 annually.

Increased base funding at Canal Point is needed to improve the utilization and application of
ongoing molecular biology research conducted in cooperation with the USDA-ARS Southern
Regional Research Center (Houma and New Orleans, LA), Texas A & M University and the
University of Florida. Additional funds will strengthen the breeding, pathology and soil
conservation projects currently underway including maintenance of staffing levels, equipment
and facilities.

I'request an additional $600,000 to be added to the base Agricultural Research Service
appropriation for Fiscal year 2004 over FY 2003 levels to operate this research program
efficiently. Attached is report language for your consideration. Ilook forward to working with
you on this matter. (
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Proposed report language for the US Sugarcane Variety Development Program

The committee recommendation includes an increase of $600,000 over FY2003 for the USDA-
ARS Sugarcane Field Station, Canal Point. These funds should be used toward strengthening the
breeding, pathology and soil conservation projects underway now, including maintenance of
adequate staff, equipment and facilities in these efforts.
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