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U.N. Trusteeship Council Completes Hearings on T.T.

The United Nations Trusteeship Council on May 30
(New York time) heard closing statements from Council
members including statements by Deputy High
Commissioner Juan A. Sablan, Senator Bailey Olter of the
Federated States of Micronesia, and Tony DeBrum, who
spoke on behalf of the Marshalls government. The Palau
delegation, headed by Palau legislature speaker Sadang
Silmai, and Palau Political Status Commission chairman
Roman Tmetuchl, although present in the Council
Chamber on that day, did not present their closing
remarks.

Ambassador Richard Petree, speaking for the U.S.
delegation, reiterated the progress that has been made in
the status negotiations, and noted the strong participation
of Micronesians in this year’s Council proceedings. ‘“For
the first time, we have the representatives of all four
emerging political entities—Palau, the Marshall Islands, the
Federated States of Micronesia, and the Northern Mariana
Islands. As representatives of their governments, they have
displayed a strong sense of responsibility for their local
affairs. Some of the statements made by Micronesians
have been critical of the U.S. administration of the Trust
Territory. My government takes these to be a sign not
merely of our shortcomings for which we are prepared to
accept our share of responsibilities but more importantly
of the achievements of an extraordinary degree of
self-government,’”” Ambassador Petree told the Council.

He said the new Micronesian governments, except
Palau, are already operating on their broad authority
which has been made possible through Secretarial Order
3039. Commenting on the Palau situation, Petree said
there is in that district a broad agreement on the
desirability of seeking of Free Association with the United
States. ““We are hopeful that the dispute over the
Constitution will be resolved in such a manner as to make
Free Association possible. We believe, however, that given
the intense feelings expressed at this session on this
question, it is even more useful that the Trusteeship
Council accept the invitation of my government to
dispatch a Visiting Mission to observe the constitutional
referendum,’’ Ambassador Petree said.

Speaking on the problems relating to Bikini,
Ambassador Petree said the search for solutions of the
problems of the Bikinian people has been given a high
priority by the United States. “Unfortunately, it is now
estimated that it will be another 30 to 60 years before
Bikini Island is safe for agricultural purposes. The other
major island of Bikini Atoll, Eneu Island, should not be
inhabited for another 20 to 25 year,” Petree said.

He said efforts are being concentrated on meeting the
needs of Bikinians living on Kili Island. He added that a
survey is underway to determine whether an all-weather
dock is feasible for Kili to make the island more
accessible. (continued on page 2)
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