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U.N. Trusteeship Council Completes Hearings on T.T. 
The United Nations Trusteeship Council on May 30 

(New York time) heard closing statements from Council 
members including statements by Deputy High 

Commissioner Juan A. Sablan, Senator Bailey Olter of the 

Federated States of Micronesia, and Tony DeBrum, who 

spoke on behalf of the Marshalls government. The Palau 
delegation, headed by Palau legislature speaker Sadang 

Silmai, and Palau Political Status Commission chairman 
Roman Tmetuchl, although present in the Council 
Chamber on that day, did not present their closing 
remarks. 

Ambassador Richard Petree, speaking for the U.S. 
delegation, reiterated the progress that has been made in 
the status negotiations, and noted the strong participation 
of Micronesians in this year’s Council proceedings. ‘’For 
the first time, we have the representatives of all four 
emerging political entities—Palau, the Marshall Islands, the 
Federated States of Micronesia, and the Northern Mariana 
Islands. As representatives of their governments, they have 
displayed a strong sense of responsibility for their local 
affairs. Some of the statements made by Micronesians 
have been critical of the U.S. administration of the Trust 
Territory. My government takes these to be a sign not 
merely of our shortcomings for which we are prepared to 
accept our share of responsibilities but more importantly 
of the achievements of an extraordinary degree of 
self-government,’’ Ambassador Petree told the Council.   

He said the new Micronesian governments, except 
Palau, are already operating on their broad authority 
which has been made possible through Secretarial Order 
3039. Commenting on the Palau situation, Petree said 
there is in that district a broad agreement on the 
desirability of seeking of Free Association with the United 

States. ‘‘We are hopeful that the dispute over the 
Constitution will be resolved in such a manner as to make 
Free Association possible. We believe, however, that given 
the intense feelings expressed at this session on this 
question, it is even more useful that the Trusteeship 
Council accept the invitation of my government to 
dispatch a Visiting Mission to observe the constitutional 
referendum,’’ Ambassador Petree said. 

Speaking on the problems relating to Bikini, 
Ambassador Petree said the search for solutions of the 
problems of the Bikinian people has been given a high 
priority by the United States. ‘Unfortunately, it is now 
estimated that it will be another 30 to 60 years before 
Bikini Island is safe for agricultural purposes. The other 
major island of Bikini Atoll, Eneu Island, should not be 

inhabited for another 20 to 25 year,” Petree said. 

He said efforts are being concentrated on meeting the 
needs of Bikinians living on Kili Island. He added that a 
survey is underway to determine whether an all-weather 
dock is feasible for Kili to make the island more 
accessible. (continued on page 2) 

  

((c CO L—R: President of the Federated States of Micronesia Tosiwo Naka 
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(continued from page 1) 

Deputy High Commissioner Sablan, in his closing 

statement, said that many administrative and executive 

functions, now performed by the T.T. Headquarters, will 

be turned over to the new political entities as they 

become organized, and such transfer of powers and 

functions should be completed by October first of this 

year. 

The Deputy High Commissioner said that, in 

conjunction with this transfer of functions, an effort is 

also being made to identify funds which may be 

transferred to the emerging political entities. He said that 

while the exact amount of funds is yet to be finally 

determined, an amount in excess of four million dollars 

has been tentatively identified which may be transferréd 

by the High Commissioner to the executive branches of 

the three new Micronesian governments. 

Sablan also said that the High Commissioner has made 

a financial contribution to the Federated States of 

Micronesia Executive Branch for the purpose of funding 

the salaries and related costs of the office of the President 

and Vice President from May 10 to the end of the current 

fiscal year. This contribution was made at the request of 

the FSM and was in keeping with the T.T. policy of 

assisting the new emerging political entities in every way 

possible. 

The Deputy High Commissioner explained to the 

Trusteeship Council in detail the requirements of 

Secretarial Order 3039 particularly those relating to the 

budget and those powers that will remain with the High 

Commissioner. He also spoke at length on youth programs 

in the T.T. in response to a question raised by the French 

representative. Sablan clarified the Trust Territory's 

positions on Economic Development Loan Fund and 

Capital Improvement Programs throughout Micronesia. 

This was in response to a critical statement made by 

Senator Bailey Olter regarding these programs. 

Compared to the previous Trusteeship Council 

_hearings on conditions in the Trust Territory, this year’s 

hearings were mild. In fact, the sessions were, in the main, 

friendly and much to the surprise and relief of everyone 

present at the hearing, the Soviet Union was quite 

reasonable despite the fact that they again, as they have 

always done since the Trusteeship began, expressed 

displeasure at the United States for failing to live up to its 

trust agreement. 

That concludes the 1979 U.N. Trusteeship Council 

hearings on the Trust Territory. The T.T. delegations had 

returned home. 

The hearings got underway at the U.N. Headquarters in 

New York May 21 (New York time). Miss Sheila Harden 

of the United Kingdom was elected President of the 

Council for this year. Jean Cloud Brochenin of France was 

elected Vice President. Representing the United States in 

the Council was Ambassador Richard W. Petree, and 

Deputy High Commissioner Juan A. Sablan represented 

the Trust Territory government. Also present in New 

York were representatives of the Federated States of 

Micronesia, the Marshalls, the Northern Marianas, and 

Palau. Palau had the largest delegation with over 22 
members. 
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In his opening statement before the Council, 

Ambassador Petree said that the United States was pleased 

to report that over the past year substantial progress was 

made toward greater self-government by the Micronesians. 
He noted that among the landmark achievements that 

have been made were the signing of the Statement of 
Principles on Free Association in Hilo, Hawaii, in April of 

1978; the referendum on the draft Constitution of the 

Federated States of Micronesia in July last year; and the 

installation of chartered governments in the four districts 

of the Federated States of Micronesia. 

Ambassador Petree said the referendum results had a 

double significance. ‘In addition to expressing their will 

on the constitution and the structure of government to be 

formed under it, the peoples of Micronesia also took a 

major decision on the question of their political unity.” 

In| the Marshalls and Palau, where the FSM 

Constitution was rejected, citizens of those areas have 

taken steps to form separate governments. Both have 

drafted local constitution, and in the case of the 

Marshalls, the constitution for that political entity has 

been approved by the Marshallese. Ambassador Petree 

informed the Trusteeship Council that Amata Kabua was 

elected by the Marshalls’ Nitijela as the first President of 

the Marshalls. Kabua was inaugurated on May 1, 1979. 

“As for Palau, the constitutional convention met 

earlier this year, and plans currently call for a referendum 

to be held on July ninth of this year. Last week, they 

invited the Trusteeship Council to send the Visiting 

Mission to observe the Palau referendum. | would like to 

renew the invitation at this time, noting however that the 

latest note from Palau indicates that the date of the 

referendum may be postponed until later this year,’’ 

Ambassador Petree said. 

Deputy High Commissioner Sablan, who addressed the 

Trusteeship Council on the opening day, reviewed for the 

Council progress that has been made in all areas of 

government in the Trust Territory. Sablan detailed for the 

Council the progress that has been made for 
self-government in Micronesia from the district level to 

the national level. He told the Council that elected chief 

executives now operate the governments in Yap, Truk, 

Ponape, and Kosrae and in the Federated States of 

Micronesia. On the national level, the Federated States of 

Micronesia is now headed by Tosiwo Nakayama; and 

Amata Kabua has been inaugurated as President of the 

Marshall Islands. 

In a tribute to the lady President of the Trusteeship 

Council, Miss Sheila Harden of the United Kingdom, 

Deputy HiCom Sablan said: “It is interesting to note, 

Madame President, that President Kabua’s mother 

Dorothy Kabua, accompanied by her son (President 

Kabua) as interpreter, was the first Micronesian to appear 

before the Trusteeship Council. This was in 1953. That 

very same interpreter, Amata Kabua, is now the President 

of the Marshall Islands.’’ 

Sablan said the Trust Territory government is 
attempting to transfer as quickly as is practicable all 

appropriate programs, functions, and administrative 

authorities to the new governments. To the end, talks are 

(continued on page 3)  


