ASIA COLLECTION
UNIVERSITY OF HAWAIl LIBRARY

March 14, 1978

Dear ‘

We support Lakas ng Bayan (LABAN) in the Interim Batasang Pambansa elections :
because we ask the same questions that the LABAN candidates are asking President.-
Marcos: If the more than five years of martial law have been so good for us PILIPINOS,
how come - .
- prices have doubled since 1972
- one out of 4 from the labor force or 10 million Filipinos are jobless
- 2/3 of all taxes are borne by those in the lower income levels
- our foreign debt has soared to $6.5 billion from $600 million in 1965,
before Marcos became President
- 67 out of every 100 Filipinos are malnourished
- and so many other questions that belie Marchs's assertion of the "New
Society's excellent performance".

We align ourselves with the Kilusan ng Mamamayan para sa Kalayaan (KMK) which
is composed of workers, urban poor, students and religious who, like us, believe in
Freedom, Truth and Justice - KALAYAAN, KATOTOHANAN, KATARUNGAN.

We work and campaign for Lakas ng Bayan (LABAN) even if we see the great odds against
our candidates' winning. More important to us is to be able to reach the most number
of our countrymen and inform them of our country's real situation and the real problems
that confront us. We want to remove the blindfolds that martial law placed on our eyes.

Those of us in the professional sector who believe in what the Kilusan ng mga Mamamayan
para sa Kalayaan (KMK) and LABAN stand for can play a special role in the campaign.
Aside from discussing the issues with our family, relatives, friends, neighbors, office-
-mates, colleagues in the professional, trade and civic organizations, and familiarizing
them with the background of the LABAN candidates, we can be very helpful in providing
financial and logistical support. This is because we are in a better income situation

than the workers, urban poor and students.

We send you this letter to solicit donations in cash or in kind.

There are presently about five thousand fulltime campaign volunteers who should at
least be provided with food and transportation allowance. The campaign entails
expenses for printing, paper, ink, stencils, food, gasoline, radiq and TV time,
public address system and various other campaign needs.

In closing, we quote from a poem written by Otto Rene Castillo, a Guatemalan:

One day, the apolitical intellectuals
of my country will be interrogated by
the simplest of our people.

They will be asked what they did
B G when their nation died out,
slowly,

like a sweet fire,

small and alone.

Let us make sure that when it is our turn to be asked, we will be able to say that we

did something - na hindi tayo natulog sa panahong ang ating bayan ay nalambungan
" ng kadiliman.

-~

Mga Propesyonal para sa Kalayaan
LABAN '
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‘Why are we deeply in debt? in 1965, Marcos took the Macapaga!—edmnnistratlon
to task for having left S600 milTion worth of forelgn debt.. ‘However, in-1972,
“after seven years of Marcos rule, our foreign debt soared to $6.5 p;,llon,."'
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But in spite of all this, why dodh the Marcos qdmznistration glve prlquty “to

projects which do not benefit the majority.of ‘the Filipinos?  if the P5 billion ~ * *
<pent-on the Philippine international Convention’ Center. (PICC), Folk Arts Theater,
‘Heart Center and the first class ot els were. .used" for our ‘more »mmed1ate ‘needs,
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