
University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Administrative Files Box AD42

Washington, D.C.: Public Relations:
Press Releases, by Subject: Environment

Senator Daniel K. Inouye Papers
Administrative Files, Washington, D.C., Public Relations, Press Releases, by Subject, Box
AD42, Folder 11
https://hdl.handle.net/10524/70532

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information

https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/


Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII '

Contact: Lori Hamamoto (Inouye) 202-224-3934 
Jesse Broder Van Dyke (Akaka) 202-224-6361

HAWAIIAN HOME LAND COMMUNITIES AWARDED $5.8 MILLION 
IN GRANTS AND LOANS IN HONOR OF EARTH DAY

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON - Senate Appropriations Chairman Daniel K. Inouye and Senator 
Daniel K. Akaka announced today that two Hawaiian Home Land communities, Lai 
Opua Village in Kailua-Kona on the Big Island and Keokea-Waiohuli in Kula, 
Maui, have been awarded more than $5.8 million in loans and grants for 
infrastructure projects to improve water availability and quality. The United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) distributed the rural development grants today 
in honor of the 39th anniversary of Earth Day.

Na Kupaa O Kuhio, a nonprofit entity, is the recipient of the funding:

• $3,051,350 in loans and grants to construct a wastewater collection system 
and a water distribution system for the Lai Opua Village IV subdivision.

• $2,768,655 million in loans and grants to assist in upgrading the waterlines to 
the Keokea-Waiohuli subdivision.

Chairman Inouye and Senator Akaka said, “This funding will protect residents’ 
health as well as the environment in these rural communities by improving water 
and wastewater infrastructure. We will continue to advocate for federal resources 
for the unique needs of our island communities.”



Earth Day is observed annually on April 22 to raise awareness about the role 
citizens, businesses and communities can play in protecting the environment. Since 
the first Earth Day celebration in 1970, the event has expanded to include 
participation by citizens and governments in 175 countries.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII '

Contact: Lori Hamamoto (202) 224-3934

INOUYE ANNOUNCES AGRICULTURAL DISASTER ASSISTANCE 
FOR HAWAII FARMERS

Wednesday, March 18, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — Senate Appropriations Chairman Daniel K. Inouye announced 
today that as a result of a provision he added to the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009 (ARRA), Hawaii agricultural producers will receive 
financial assistance for losses resulting from natural disasters, including drought, 
flooding, vog and varroa mites in 2008.

Federal assistance programs for tropical agriculture producers are very limited 
since these programs were mainly designed for mainland agricultural conditions 
and practices. “I am pleased my colleagues agreed that losses suffered by Hawaii 
growers in 2008 were especially severe,” said Chairman Inouye. “It is important 
that federal agricultural disaster assistance programs be more flexible to adequately 
address these losses.”

Even with legislation, disaster assistance for Hawaii producers is not automatic. 
Eligible producers who wish to become eligible must provide documentation of the 
losses incurred and pay a “buy-in” fee through the transitional disaster assistance 
program which was enacted in 2008. The ARRA stimulus bill provision extends the 
sign-up period to mid-May, 2009. “I encourage all Hawaii growers who have 
incurred losses in 2008 to sign up immediately by contacting the Farm Service 
Agency in their county,” Inouye stated.



A contact list is set forth below:

COUNTY PHONE FAX EMAIL
Hawaii (808) 933-8341 (808) 933-8345 lester.ueda@hi.usda.gov
Honolulu (808) 483-8600 (808) 483-8615 jason.shitanishi@hi.usda.gov
Kauai (808) 245-9014 (808) 246-4639 robert.ishikawa@hi.usda.gov
Maui (808)871-5500 (808) 873-6183 james.robello@hi.usda.gov

-30-

mailto:lester.ueda@hi.usda.gov
mailto:jason.shitanishi@hi.usda.gov
mailto:robert.ishikawa@hi.usda.gov
mailto:james.robello@hi.usda.gov


Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII '

Contact: Jennifer Sabas 
(808) 541-2542

SENATOR INOUYE ANNOUNCES
KAUAI FIRE DEPARTMENT TO RECEIVE A $1,625,700 

FEDERAL GRANT

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 04, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

Honolulu, Hawaii - United States Senator Daniel K. Inouye is pleased to announce that the 
U.S. Department of Homeland Security’s Federal Emergency Management Agency in 
cooperation with the U.S. Fire Administrations has awarded a $1,625,700 grant to the 
Kauai Fire Department for the hiring of firefighters and the recruitment and retention of 
volunteer firefighters. This award was made under the Fiscal Year 2008 Assistance to 
Firefighters Grant (AFG) Program, in round 10 of the AFG Program - Staffing for 
Adequate Fire and Emergency Response (SAFER) announcements.

Senator Inouye said “It is important that we provide our firefighters with the necessary 
resources to hire and retain personnel capable of safely responding to emergencies. I have 
no doubt that they will continue to employ competent firefighters to protect the people of 
Hawaii from fire and fire-related hazards.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII '

Contact: Lori Hamamoto (Inouye) 202-224-3934 
Jesse Broder Van Dyke (Akaka) 202-224-6361

HAWAII WILDLIFE AGENCY AWARDED $907,000 
FOR IMPERILED SPECIES CONSERVATION

Monday, April 20, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON - Senate Appropriations Chairman Daniel K. Inouye and Senator 
Daniel K. Akaka announced today that the Forestry and Wildlife Division of the 
Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources will receive grants totaling 
$907,153 for logistical and research support to establish a second population of the 
endangered Maui parrotbill.

The second Maui parrotbill population project will fund the collection of biological 
information, captive breeding and reintroduction efforts, and the habitat 
restoration for the Maui parrotbill, a bird listed as endangered under the 
Endangered Species Act. This project will also benefit 10 other diminishing species 
in Hawaii.

The Division of Forestry and Wildlife was one of 12 state wildlife agencies 
nationwide chosen to help conserve and recover scarce fish and wildlife species 
through the State and Wildlife Grants Competitive Program. The federal funding 
of $500,353 will be matched in non-federal funds of $406,800 provided by the State 
of Hawaii and its partners for projects helping vanishing fish, wildlife, and plant 
species.

“The funding process that I oversee in Washington, D.C., supports competitive 
grant programs for the preservation of ecological treasures across the United 
States,” said Chairman Inouye. “To be successful requires hard work, and



commitment to preserving America’s fragile ecologies. I am pleased and proud that 
we in Hawaii have stood up to take ownership and leadership in the management of 
our own natural treasures.”

Senator Akaka, citing the U.S. State of the Birds report published in March added: 
“Hawaii has more bird species vulnerable to extinction than any other place in the 
United States. This funding gives us a chance to save our native Maui parrotbill 
and other endangered bird species that exist nowhere else in the world. I will 
continue to advocate for federal assistance because, as the Department of Interior 
has stated, losing our native birds would be a global tragedy.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII '

Contact: Lori Hamamoto (Inouye) 202-224-3934 
Jessie Broder Van Dyke (Akaka), 202-224-63 61

U.S. GEOLOGICAL SURVEY TO SPEND MILLIONS 
IN STIMULUS FUNDS ON VOLCANO MONITORING IN HAWAII

Additional funding for flood monitoring, water maintenance

Friday, April 10, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

HONOLULU, HI - Senators Daniel K. Akaka and Daniel K. Inouye announced today 
that the U.S. Geological Survey will invest millions of dollars in Hawaii for volcano 
monitoring, flood monitoring, and water program maintenance projects under the 
American Recovery and Reinvestment Act of 2009.

“Home to Kilauea, one of the most active volcanoes in the world, Hawaii knows how 
critically important volcano monitoring is,” said Chairman Inouye and Senator Akaka. 
“It was just 25 years ago this month that a Mauna Loa eruption ended after sending lava 
within 4 miles of Hilo. This funding is significant because we need to know what our 
volcanoes are doing to prepare for eruptions, lava, vog, earthquakes and other disasters, 
to help save lives and protect public and private property.”

• Volcano Monitoring: The USGS will spend $15.2 million nationwide to 
modernize equipment in the National Volcano Early Warning System at all five 
USGS volcano observatories, including the Hawaiian Volcano Observatory 
(HVO) on the Big Island of Hawaii. According to the USGS, Hawaii will receive 
the second largest portion of the funding behind Alaska. The exact state-by-state 
figures have not yet been announced pending competitive bidding of contracts. 
The HVO monitors volcanoes Kilauea, Mauna Loa, Hualalai, Haleakala, and 
Loihi, as well as hazards such as earthquakes, vog, and lava ocean entry.



Nationwide, the U.S. and its territories include some of the most volcanically- 
active regions in the world, with 169 active volcanoes.

In addition, the USGS will dedicate $560,000 to upgrades in streamgages used in flood 
monitoring and water program maintenance in Hawaii:

• Upgrades to streamgages used in flood monitoring: USGS will upgrade high- 
data radio technology and streamgages with new technologies for streamflow 
measurement. Nationally, all 7,500 streamgages will be upgraded by 2012. The 
streamgages, most of which run on solar power, feature radio transmitters that 
send data to satellites. Because of advances in satellite communication 
technology, these transmitters will be obsolete in 2013. The stimulus funds will 
enable USGS to upgrade streamgages with new radio transmitters that will reduce 
transmission time and make data available to the public hourly, an improvement 
from the current wait of three to four hours.

• Water Program Deferred Maintenance: USGS will remove streamgages, 
cableways, and ground-water wells that are no longer in use, making these sites 
safer for public enjoyment while supporting local economies.

The USGS, the leading science research bureau in the federal government, supports the 
science needs of all the other bureaus of the Department of the Interior and other 
departments of the U.S. government. The Hawaii stimulus funding is part of $140 
million announced today that will fund 308 U.S. Geological Survey projects across all 50 
states.

More information on the web:

Hawaiian Volcano Observatory: http://hvo.wr.usgs.gov/

U.S. Geological Survey: http://www.usgs.gov/

American Recovery and Reinvestment Act: www.recovery.gov and 
www.interior.gov/recovery
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII ' NEWS

Contact: Lori Hamamoto 202-224-3934 
Jesse Broder Van Dyke (Akaka) 202-224-6361

NEARLY $16 MILLION IN STIMULUS FUNDS FOR HAWAII NATIONAL 
PARKS

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

April 22, 2009

Washington, D.C. - U.S. Senator Daniel K. Akaka and Senate Appropriations 
Chairman Daniel K. Inouye announced today that Hawaii National Parks will 
receive $15,740,000 in investments from the Department of Interior that will create 
jobs, enhance visitor experiences, and conserve Hawaii’s heritage and history for 
future generations. The funding conies from the American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009.

“This funding will create or preserve needed jobs, attract tourists, and help to 
preserve our precious natural and historical heritage,” Senators Akaka and Inouye 
said. “Ranging from Pearl Harbor to the most active volcano in the world, a site of 
forced exile to an ancient Hawaiian place of refuge, these unique sites attract visitors 
from around the world while enriching the lives of Hawaii residents. They are 
worth preserving for the future.”

The following parks will receive funding:

Haleakala National Park (Maui): $1,338,000

• Repair and replace fences park-wide
• Repair flashflood damage to the Pipiwai Trail and remove debris



Hawaii Volcanoes National Park (Hawaii): $7,802,000

• Demolish and replace dilapidated visitor contact stations to support visitor 
services

• Rehabilitate Halemaumau Trail from Iliahi Trail to Crater Rim Trail
• Replace boundary and pig fencing (multiple projects)
• Resurface rainshed roads

Kalaupapa National Historical Park (Molokai): $536,000

• Rehabilitate historic Paschoal Hall phase 4

Kaloko-Honokohau National Historical Park (Hawaii): $20,000

• Grade and re-gravel 2 miles of unpaved roads

Puuhonua o Honaunau (Hawaii): $61,000

• Repair flood damage to historic Kiilae Archaeological Village, 1871 Trail and 
fence line

USS Arizona Memorial (Oahu); $5,983,000

• Construct intermodal transfer station

The Interior Department distributed $750 million to National Parks across the 
country today. All projects are NPS priorities and meet the Recovery Act’s rigorous 
criteria of addressing highest mission needs, generating the largest number of jobs 
in the shortest period of time, and creating lasting value for the American people.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII '

Contact: Lori Hamamoto (Inouye) 202-224-3934 
Jesse Broder Van Dyke (Akaka) 202-224-6361

HAWAII WILDLIFE AGENCY AWARDED $907,000 
FOR IMPERILED SPECIES CONSERVATION

Monday, April 20, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON - Senate Appropriations Chairman Daniel K. Inouye and Senator 
Daniel K. Akaka announced today that the Forestry and Wildlife Division of the 
Hawaii Department of Land and Natural Resources will receive grants totaling 
$907,153 for logistical and research support to establish a second population of the 
endangered Maui parrotbill.

The second Maui parrotbill population project will fund the collection of biological 
information, captive breeding and reintroduction efforts, and the habitat 
restoration for the Maui parrotbill, a bird listed as endangered under the 
Endangered Species Act. This project will also benefit 10 other diminishing species 
in Hawaii.

The Division of Forestry and Wildlife was one of 12 state wildlife agencies 
nationwide chosen to help conserve and recover scarce fish and wildlife species 
through the State and Wildlife Grants Competitive Program. The federal funding 
of $500,353 will be matched in non-federal funds of $406,800 provided by the State 
of Hawaii and its partners for projects helping vanishing fish, wildlife, and plant 
species.

“The funding process that I oversee in Washington, D.C., supports competitive 
grant programs for the preservation of ecological treasures across the United 
States,” said Chairman Inouye. “To be successful requires hard work, and



commitment to preserving America’s fragile ecologies. I am pleased and proud that 
we in Hawaii have stood up to take ownership and leadership in the management of 
our own natural treasures.”

Senator Akaka, citing the U.S. State of the Birds report published in March added: 
“Hawaii has more bird species vulnerable to extinction than any other place in the 
United States. This funding gives us a chance to save our native Maui parrotbill 
and other endangered bird species that exist nowhere else in the world. I will 
continue to advocate for federal assistance because, as the Department of Interior 
has stated, losing our native birds would be a global tragedy.”
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII ' NEWS

Contact: Lori Hamamoto (Inouye) 202-224-3934 
Jesse Broder Van Dyke (Akaka) 202-224-6361

HAWAIIAN HOME LAND COMMUNITIES AWARDED $5.8 MILLION 
IN GRANTS AND LOANS IN HONOR OF EARTH DAY

Tuesday, April 21, 2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON - Senate Appropriations Chairman Daniel K. Inouye and Senator 
Daniel K. Akaka announced today that two Hawaiian Home Land communities, Lai 
Opua Village in Kailua-Kona on the Big Island and Keokea-Waiohuli in Kula, 
Maui, have been awarded more than $5.8 million in loans and grants for 
infrastructure projects to improve water availability and quality. The United States 
Department of Agriculture (USDA) distributed the rural development grants today 
in honor of the 39th anniversary of Earth Day.

Na Kupaa O Kuhio, a nonprofit entity, is the recipient of the funding:

• $3,051,350 in loans and grants to construct a wastewater collection system 
and a water distribution system for the Lai Opua Village IV subdivision.

• $2,768,655 million in loans and grants to assist in upgrading the waterlines to 
the Keokea-Waiohuli subdivision.

Chairman Inouye and Senator Akaka said, “This funding will protect residents’ 
health as well as the environment in these rural communities by improving water 
and wastewater infrastructure. We will continue to advocate for federal resources 
for the unique needs of our island communities.”



Earth Day is observed annually on April 22 to raise awareness about the role 
citizens, businesses and communities can play in protecting the environment. Since 
the first Earth Day celebration in 1970, the event has expanded to include 
participation by citizens and governments in 175 countries.
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Dan Inouye
U.S. SENATOR FROM HAWAII '

Contact: Lori Hamamoto 202-224-3934

INOUYE MEETS WITH SECRETARY OF AGRICULTURE 
TO DISCUSS HAWAII ISSUES

Thursday, May 7,2009

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

WASHINGTON — U.S. Senator Daniel K. Inouye recently met with Secretary of 
Agriculture Tom Vilsack to discuss a wide range of agricultural issues affecting 
Hawaii. Jim Miller, Under Secretary, Farm and Foreign Agricultural Services, was 
also in attendance.

Senator Inouye discussed his concern for natural disasters assistance to producers 
who incurred losses due to drought, flooding and volcanic emission damage 
disasters last year. These disasters exacerbate an agricultural sector in Hawaii that 
is undergoing major changes with large-scale plantation agriculture (sugarcane and 
pineapple) and smaller-scale, more diversified operations. Much of the federal 
disaster assistance provisions administered by the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
are directed to temperate zone agriculture and tend not to “fit” the tropical 
agriculture operations as practice in Hawaii.

“Although the details are still being worked out, I received assurances from the 
Secretary that Hawaii’s unique agriculture challenges will be addressed,” said 
Inouye. “Federal assistance provides monetary support, but it also provides hope 
and time for our producers to recover from natural disasters during this challenging 
economy.”



Inouye also appealed to local agriculture, “I hope Hawaii growers who have 
incurred losses in 2008 will sign up immediately for federal assistance by contacting 
the Farm Serving Agency in their county. Eligible producers who wish to become 
eligible must provide documentation of the losses incurred and pay a buy-in fee by 
May 18, 2009 to qualify for the supplemental disaster assistance program enacted in 
2008.”

Below is the Farm Serving Agency contact list:

COUNTY PHONE FAX EMAIL
Hawaii (808) 933-8341 (808) 933-8345 lester.ueda@hi.usda.gov
Honolulu (808) 483-8600 (808) 483-8615 jason.shitanishi@hi.usda.gov
Kauai (808) 245-9014 (808) 246-4639 robert.ishikawa@hi.usda.gov
Maui (808) 871-5500 (808) 873-6183 james.robello@hi.usda.gov
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