RN SANO.

A »‘m\‘a t
o ‘\

In This Issue

UNIVERSITY OF HAWAI'l LIBRARY

PUite

-ina ia manino le fo!ausa.

Official American Samoa Government Weekly Newsletter:

Friday, April 3, 2009

Vol. IV, No. 11

DHR
announces
openings for
WIA Summer
Youth Program
Po. 2

Pacific Strike
Force Team
assist Local

Agencies with
Disposal of
Hazardous

Chlorine Gas

Pl

Governor
Togiola breaks
ground on
$155,000 Le’ala
Road project
Pg. 4

Governor
Togiola travels
to Honolulu for

meetings and
in preparation
for
business
opportunities
conference
Pg. 4

Historical
Notes & much
more...

eUEEENEEENEm,

For additional
news,
information
and much,
much, more
about your
government,
visit the
ASG Website
at
http://www.
americansamoa.
gov

‘IIIIIIIIIIIIIIIII.III.

*
AEEEEEEEEEEE NN EEEENENS

Cannnnnnnnus®

PACDU

Governor Togiola welcomes Western Pacific
Regional Fishery Management Council

Governor Togiola Tula-
fono, on Tuesday, March 24",
welcomed the Western Pacific
Regional Fishery Management
Council who are in the
Territory for its 144th meeting,
which is being held this week
at  Governor H. Rex Lee
Auditorium (Fale Laumei) in
Utulei.

In welcoming Western
Pacific  Regional  Fishery
Management Council(Wespac)
Chairman Sean Martin,
Executive Director Kitty M.
Simonds and Council
members, staff, advisory group
members and participants from
Hawaii, Guam, Common-
wealth of the Northern
Mariana Islands and American
Samoa, Governor Togiola
expressed his gratitude to the
Council for holding their
meeting in the Territory,
especially during these tough
economic times.

“l want to thank you for
having your meeting in
American Samoa, and
considering how slow the
economy is at the moment,
having your meeting on island
is a big help. Every little
contribution is a big boost for
us and we appreciate it very
much,” said Governor Togiola.
“I’'m glad to have you all here
to discuss your issues, as well
as our local issues, and see our
local conditions. I want to
commend the Council for
meeting in the different juris-
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jurisdictions, and for looking out
for us. We are your friends and
we should always be friends.”

Governor Togiola also said
the Council should always be in
a position to hear about local
fishery needs and offer support.

“Thank you for your help.
You have embraced our concerns
and our local needs and I will
appreciate it very much if you
would help push that agenda and
conclude it in a friendly, and not
adversarial way,” said Governor
Togiola. “Also, we need to
obtain a plan where American
Samoa can be at the same table
with an equal voice, with
sufficient help and resources to
manage this local, but nationally
dedicated resource.”

Governor  Togiola  said
American Samoa and the
Council must work together to
achieve goals that not only
maximize the value of the
resources, but always with an
element of building local
capacity.

“Ladies and gentlemen, a dog
on a short leash never learns
anything. . It just follows the
lead and desires of the owner,”
said Governor Togiola.
“Similarly, building local capa-
city can only be achieved with
working side by side, and real
opportunities created by true
learning environments.”

Governor Togiola also spoke
about much-needed support of
local projects, and, again, em-
phasized the need for support of

local capacity building and local
assets.

“When you finance local
projects, 1 '“agk " ‘that ' you
emphasize, I said emphasize
because sometimes the Council
intention is good, but the local
implementation  misses  the
point,” said Governor Togiola. “I
have expressed some concerns to
some Council members about a
project here that bears those
elements. The intention is good,
but what was revealed to me has
the tendency of killing our local
fishing fleet. I need to protect
what we have, so we can build
upon those sparse resources.”

The Governor offered his
support to the Council’s effort of
issuing permits to Hawaii fishing
boats to help American Samoa
meet or improve its quota for big
eye catch.

“You have my complete
support for the work of the
Council, but I ask that you make
sure that our local fishermen
come first, if it appears that there
will be a conflict. I wish you a
successful meeting,” said
Governor Togiola.

Western  Pacific Regional
Fishery Management Council is
one of eight regional councils
established by the Magnusson-
Stevens Fishery Conservation
and Management Act by
Congress in 1976. The other
regional fishery management
councils are: New England,
Mid-Atlantic, South Atlantic,
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