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23 July 1945

Mr. William C. Carr Chairman 
Friends of the American Way 
305 Kensington Place 
Pasadena 3, California

Dear Mr. Carr:

Mr. McCloy has been away from Washington for some time 
and in his absence I have been asked to answer your letter 
of July 16, 1945.

The War Department has given serious consideration to 
the problems mentioned in your letter. As you know, the 
evacuation of Japanese-Americans from the West Coast was 
ordered by the a military authorities solely as a matter of 
military necessity and when military necessity for the ex- 
clusion ceased the mass exclusion was rescinded. The War 
Department recognizes that these measures, like many other 
military measures have given rise in many cases to serious 
social and economic problems. The solution of these problems  
has, however, been entrusted to the civilian agencies rather 
than the War Department and, although the War Department is 
fully cooperating with those agencies, it is not authorized 
or particularly qualified to deal with those problems. I 
think you will agree that the War Department is correct in 
feeling that the military should be extremely reluctant, 
except in cases of the clearest military need, to enter the 
spheres of civilian life in which civilian authorities have 
traditionally borne the primary responsibility.

Sincerely,

DAVIDSON SOMMERS 
Major, Air Corps
Assists Executlve
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FRIENDs Of thE American way
305 KENSINGTON PLACE • PASADENA 3. CALIFORNIA 

SYcamore 21790

Mr. John J. McCloy 
War Department 
Washington, D.C.

Dear Sir:

Our group is well aware of your personal understanding 
of the plight of the Japanese Americans and their parents.
We ask your cooperation in having the War Department assume 
a responsibility which it incurred when it forcibly evacuated 
110,000 of our neighbors. Many of these thousands who have 
kept the faith in spite of a bitter experience in democracy 
are now attempting to resume normal living in their home com­
munities. The forced evacuation is the cause of their present 
need for finances, housing and employment. Many are the objects 
of intimidation, boycotts and violence.

The removing of these people was an Army concern, and the 
Army acted. By such action it incurred a moral obligation to 
those who were guiltless. Now they need and deserve the pro­
tection and restitution this obligation involves. America, 
too, needs to assume this obligation. Not only is our own 
self-respect at stake, but we are being watched and judged 
by the millions in China and India.

ICE DELAYED IS JUSTICE DENIED — GLADSTONE


