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UNITED STATES CONGRESSWOMAN

PAT SAIKI
REPORTS FROM WASHINGTON, D.C.

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, WASHINGTON, D.C. —DECEMBER 1989

President George Bush visits members of the House Banking 
Committee, including Congresswoman Pat Saiki, earlier this 
year to discuss pending legislation before the House of Rep­
resentatives.

Aloha!

The U.S. Congress adjourned in 
the early morning hours of Novem­
ber 22nd, and will resume legisla­
tive business on January 23,1990.

The results of the First Session 
are mixed. On one hand, the Con­
gress successfully passed legisla­
tion to address the Savings and 
Loan crisis and to reform the 
Department of Housing and Urban 
Development, Congress also 
adopted a major congressional 
ethics package which included a 
ban on speaking fees (honoraria), 
and approved a deficit reduction 
package which meets the require­
ments of the Gramm-Rudman 
deficit reduction law. .

However, I was very disap­
pointed by the failure of Congress 
to pass child care legislation, 
reduce capital gains tax rates, and 
enact clean air legislation. Con­
gressional ethics problems earlier 
in the session seemed to distract 
the Congress from pressing legis­
lative business.

With some of these controver­
sial matters now behind us, I am 
optimistic that the Second Session 
will see the Congress resume 
work and pass needed legislation. 
Other challenges will include legis­
lation to ease the housing crunch, 
protect the environment, and pass 
a deficit redaction package for 
1991. /

In this report, I have included a 
brief description of the legislation 
passed this year, some updates 
on issues specifically affecting 
Hawaii, and a list of some of the 
major topics I expect will come up 
next year.

I hope you find this information 
helpful to you, and please feel free 
to write or call to pass along your 
views and suggestions.

Sincerely,

MAJOR 
LEGISLATION 

PASSED BY 
CONGRESS

Pat Saiki
Member of Congress

Deficit Reduction 
Agreement Approved

In one of the final acts before adjournment, the Congress 
approved a deficit reduction package to reduce the federal 
budget deficit by $14 billion, which meets the target of the 
Gramm-Rudman deficit reduction law. The reduction was 
achieved mostly through spending reductions. The package 
included no new taxes.

Congresswoman Saiki voted for the deficit reduction 
package.

Minimum Wage 
Increase Approved

The Congress passed, and President Bush signed, an in­
crease in the national minimum wage up to $4.25 per hour. 
The legislation also provides for a limited training wage for 
new hires.

Congresswoman Saiki voted for the minimum wage 
increase.

Continued on page 2



SAIKI EDUCATION INITIATIVES

Literacy Promotion 
Advances

Congresswoman Saiki recently introduced two 
initiatives to improve access to quality education. 
She headed a congressional effort to ask the 
Department of Education to conduct a comprehen­
sive review of reading instruction methods at the 
primary and pre-school level to determine which 

teaching methods do the best job to 
promote literacy.

The review would be in coordination 
with educators around the country, 
and would include a review of such 
methods as phonics.

Education For The 
Handicapped

She also introduced H.R. 3466, which would en­
sure that handicapped children receive a sound 
education. This legislation was offered in response 
to a recent U.S. Supreme Court decision where the 
Court held that Congress was unclear in its intent 
whether handicapped children can recover tuition 
costs from states through judicial action.

Congresswoman Saiki’s legislation clearly 
defines Congress’ intent to ensure the “free and ap­
propriate education” for children, even if this 
education needs to take place outside the public 
school system.

MAJOR LEGISLATION PASSED BY CONGRESS
Continued from page 1

Catastrophic Health 
Insurance Plan Repealed

In the face of widespread 
opposition to the new catas­
trophic health insurance 
law, Congress repealed its 
major portions, including the 
controversial income tax sur­
charge.

Although the Congress
left in place Medicaid provisions of the law which 
benefit poor families, most of the 1988 law was 
repealed.

Congresswoman Saiki voted to repeal the 
catastrophic health insurance law.

AJA Reparations 
Passed

The Congress gave its approval to a funding 
plan for the reparations of Japanese-Americans. 
Under the new plan, reparations payments will 
begin in Fiscal Year 1991, as an automatic entitle­
ment and, therefore, be separated from the con­
gressional budgeting process. President Bush 
signed the bill into law in November.

This plan was necessary in light of the failure of 
congressional appropriating committees to budget 
sufficient funds for the operation of the program.

Congresswoman Saiki voted in favor of the fund­
ing plan for AJA reparations.

Congressional Ethics 
Reform Package Passed
The Congress passed a congressional ethics 

reform package designed to make Members of Con­
gress less subject to outside sources of income 
from special interest groups.

The package included a ban on honoraria, or 
special speaking fees, for House Members, 
tightened restrictions on travel and gifts, and in­
creased financial disclosure requirements. The 
legislation also provides a COLA (cost of living ad­
justment) for current Members of Congress, a 
salary increase for Members of the next (1991­
1992) Congress, and COLAs and salary increases 
for top government officers and federal judges.

Congresswoman Saiki voted for the Government 
Ethics Reform Act of 1989.

COLA Increase For 
Disabled Veterans

Service-connected disabled veterans and their 
survivors will receive a 4.7 percent cost-of-living in­
crease in their monthly compensation checks in 
legislation approved during this session.

Nearly 2.2 million disabled veterans and ap­
proximately 300,000 widows and survivors of 
veterans who died of service-connected causes will 
be assisted by this legislation.

Filipino War Veterans 
Measure Passes House
Before Congress adjourned in November, the 

House of Representatives passed the Filipino War 
Veterans Naturalization Bill, which would waive 
certain provisions of the US Immigration and 
Naturalization Act for Filipinos who served 
honorably in an active-duty status in the US 
Military, air or naval forces during World War II. 
The bill also includes those veterans who served in 
the Philippine Army, Philippine Scouts and recog­
nized guerrilla units.

To be eligible to apply for US citizenship con­
sideration under the measure, veterans must have 
served between September 1, 1939 and December 
1, 1946.



HAWAII HIGHLIGHTS

Tuna Protec­
tion Clears 
Committee

The House Commit­
tee on Merchant 
Marine and Fisheries 
approved a Saiki 
amendment to reverse 
a decade-old policy 
which excludes tuna 
from federal conserva­
tion and management 
efforts.

Her amendment, 
which was approved 
by the full committee, 
would require that 
tuna fisheries be 
managed, conserved, 
and protected from ex­
cessive foreign fishing 
depletion as are other 
fisheries.

The next step for 
Congresswoman 
Saiki’s legislation is 
consideration by the 
full House of Repre­
sentatives.

USS MIS­
SOURI Un 
Course

The plan to 
homeport the US MIS­
SOURI at Pearl Har-

JANUARY HEARINGS 
IN HAWAII

Ocean & Environmental
Issues Discussed

The House Merchant Marine and 
Fisheries Committee, of which Con­
gresswoman Saiki is a member, will 
come to Hawaii in January at her re­
quest to explore issues of importance 
to our State.

The panel will likely discuss such is­
sues as coastal zone management, 
federal-state jurisdictional conflicts of 
offshore management, and mining of 
the ocean seabed.

Details regarding times, locations, 
and subject matter of the hearings 
will be announced soon.

bor remains on course 
as several congres­
sional hurdles were 
recently cleared. At­
tempts on the House 
and Senate floors to 
stop the move of the 
historic battleship 
from California to 
Hawaii were soundly 
defeated.

Word has circulated, 
however, that bat­
tleships may be retired

in the next few years 
as a way to reduce 
defense spending, but 
this is widely regarded 
as premature specula­
tion.

Some indication of 
the Pentagon’s intent 
regarding the future of 
battleships may be 
revealed early next 
year when the Presi­
dent makes his budget 
request to Congress.

"Ice" Gets 
National 
Alert

The issue of crystal 
methamphetamine or 
ice trafficking in 
Hawaii was brought to 
the attention of the US 
Congress when US At­
torney Daniel Bent 
and Honolulu Chief of 
Police Douglas Gibb 
testified recently 
before the House 
Select Committee 
on Narcotics Abuse, 
with Hawaii’s House 
delegation in atten­
dance.

House members 
were informed of the 
threat, both to Hawaii 
and the mainland, of 
this drug problem. 
William Bennett, 
Director of National 
Drug Control Policy, is 
expected to target cer­
tain areas of the 
country as High Inten­
sity Drug Trafficking 
Zones very soon, which 
will direct federal as­
sistance to these key 
areas.

Congresswoman 
Saiki has asked Ben­
nett to name Hawaii a 
high intensity drug 
trafficking area.

Mandy McCasland, 13, of Naalehu Inter­
mediate School on the Big Island, shows 
Congresswoman Pat Saiki her specially- 
designed solar powered car as part of the 
US Department of Energy’s October “Ener­
gy Awareness Month” activities in 
Washington. The “Kaulana Ka’u La” was 
built by the Naalehu students and won the 
Hawaii statewide competition which en­
couraged students to design, build and 
operate a photovoltaic powered vehicle.

Panel Hears Guam 
Commonwealth Appeal

The House Subcommittee on Insular and Inter­
national Affairs planned to hold hearings in 
Honolulu earlier this month on the question of 
Commonwealth status for Guam.

A number of witnesses from Guam were 
scheduled to testify before the Congressional 
Panel, led by Governor Joseph F. Ada. Con­
gresswoman Saiki and Guam Congressman Ben 
Blaz have co-sponsored a bill which would provide 
the western Pacific territory the new status.
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ISSUES FACING THE 1990 SESSION

Some of the most important issues before the 
Congress were left unresolved at the close of the 1989 Session. 

Here’s a look at the issues which are 
likely to resurface next year.

Child Care Support
Both the House and the Senate passed com­

prehensive legislation aimed at providing assis­
tance for low and middle-income families in need 
of child care support. However, conference negotia­
tions to resolve differences between the House and 
Senate broke down during the last weeks before 
adjournment.

While this was disappointing to supporters of 
child care legislation, early action is expected on 
this issue in 1990. Congresswoman Saiki supports 
a comprehensive child care bill, and voted for the 
House measure.

Clean Air Efforts
The passage of a clean air re-authorization 

measure still seems distant. Efforts will be made 
to pass a new Clean Air Act in 1990, which would 
toughen air quality standards and provide for fines 
against polluters, but enactment of such a law is 
far from certain.

Congresswoman Saiki is a co-sponsor of one mea­
sure, H.R. 3030, to re-authorize the Clean Air Act.

Capital Gains Relief
President Bush withdrew pressure for including a 

capital gains tax rate cut as a part of the deficit reduc­
tion measure this session. However, the President 
and many in the Congress remain committed to a 
capital gains tax rate cut. It is seen as stimulating 
investment activities and economic growth.

Congresswoman Saiki voted in favor of reduc­
ing the capital gains tax rate.

Housing Funds 
And Assistance

The House of Representatives’ Subcommittee on 
Housing will resume work on legislation to re­
authorize the nation’s federal housing programs, 
following action this year on a bill to reform the 
Department of Housing and Urban Development.

Debate over the legislation will likely focus on 
changing from government support for building 
housing to providing income support directly to 
poor families, giving the families flexibility on how 
to use that assistance. Funds to aid the homeless 
and provide shelters will also be a part of the bill.

Rights for the Disabled
The Americans With Disabilities Act, making it il­

legal for anyone to discriminate against a disabled 
person, could become law next year. Late-session 
negotiations over some of the parts of the bill 
ironed out differences to the satisfaction of many 
Members of Congress and the Administration. The 
bill passed the Senate this year, and has strong 
support now in the House.

Congresswoman Saiki, a co-sponsor of the bill, 
recognizes adjustments will be made to accom­
modate the intent of this legislation, and is deter­
mined to make sure that whatever cost impact 
occurs will remain under control.

Washington Office:

1609 Longworth Bldg. 
Washington, D.C. 20515 
202-225-2726

Contact Congresswoman Saiki:
Honolulu Office:

300 Ala Moana Blvd., Room 4104 
Prince Kuhio Federal Bldg.
Honolulu, HI 96850 
808-541-2570

Congresswoman Patricia Saiki
United States Congress
Washington, D.C. 20515
Official Business
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Congress Adjourns — Major Issues Remain


