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July 14, 1998

The Honorable Neil Abercrombie

U.S. House of Representatives

1233 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, D.C.

Dear Congressman Abercrombie:

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for your support of the changes needed
in the proposed standards for the National Organic Program. As you well know, the organic
industry was very concerned with USDA’s draft proposed rule when it was submitted for public
comment last December. The Department had clearly not followed the extensive efforts
undertaken by the National Organic Standards Board in producing its recommendations for the
proposed National Organic Standards.

The letter you and other Members sent to Secratary Glickman expressing your concern
was extremcly hieipful in getting USDA to rethink the initial proposal. We very much
appreciated your interest and help.

The Organic Trade Association represents organic producers, handlers and retailers
across the country. A good, well thought out final rule is crucial to our members. Again, thanks
for your strong support.

RoberTJ. Gifay
Washingfon Representative
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