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"PROSPECTS FOR INTERNATIONAL PEACE"

OPENING REMARKS BY THE HONORABLE SPARK th MATSUNAGA 

UNITED STATES SENATOR

BEFORE "THE QUEST: DIALOGUE ON PEACE AND WORLD DISORDER" 

CONFERENCE

St* Andrew's Cathedral - Tenney Theater 

Honolulu, Hawail 

Friday, April A, 1986/- 7:00 p*m*

Thank you, Joyce (Tsunoda/, for your most generous 

INTRODUCTION- 1 ALWAYS FEEL/MUCH MORE COMFORTABLE AFTER A PROPER 

introduction because back in Washington, D*C., I am most too 

OFTEN MISTAKEN FOR A FOREIGN DIPLOMAT*

I AM DELIGHTED/ TO BE HERE AND INDEBTED TO RUTH ANNA BROWN 

and Dr. Sheldon Her^hinow for their invitation to be a 

PARTICIPANT IN YOUR "QUEST" THIS EVENING* I AM ALSO HONORED TO 

BE ON A PROGRAM WITH SUCH DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARS AS 

Dr* Peter Scott of the University of California at Berkeley and 

Dr* Carolyn Stephenson* 1 look forward to hearing from both of 

THEM AS WELL AS TO HEARING THE PERFORMANCE OF THE MAILE ALOHA

SINGERS*
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Your program of "dialogue on peace and world disorder" 

EXPRESSED AS A "QUEST" " INDEED, " T H E " QUEST IS DESIGNED WITH 

LINGUISTIC PRECISION, IN MY ESTIMATION* DISORDER AND VIOLENCE 

ARE THE ANTITHESIS OF PEACE AND UNDERMINE ITS ATTAINMENT* AND 

ITS ATTAINMENT REPRESENTS A QUEST, THE NOBLEST OF HUMAN PURSUITS* 

The course of discussions laid out for "The Quest" program builds 

LOGICALLY ON A SEQUENCE OF THEMES: THE ONE THIS EVENING ON 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN THE PROCESS OF PEACE"BUILDI NG, THE 

HISTORICAL LEGACY PRESENTED BY THE HONOLULU ACADEMY OF ARTS SLIDE 

SHOW NARRATED BY KOGER DELL, AND THE CONCLUDING PANEL ON THE 

CHALLENGES FACING THE TEACHING PROFESSION TO EDUCATE FOR SOCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY* THE WORK OF PEACE BEGINS WITH THE INDIVIDUAL 

CITIZEN AND CITIZENS OF A DEMOCRACY HAVE A PARTICULAR 

RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS REGARD* In THE WORDS OF CONFUCIUS: 

"There will be no peace until the 

Individual Citizen wants it, seeks 

It and works for it*"

To WORK FOR PEACE IS TO COMMIT ONESELF TO A METHODICAL

PROCESS THAT REQUIRES PATIENCE AND PERSISTENCE; HENCE THE WORD
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"building", as in "peace building", is APPROPRIATE- It is work 

aaid ^^r
IN WHICH EVERYONE IN ALL WALKS OF LIFE CAN^ENGAGE- IO DO SO 

HOWEVER, WE MUST HEED THE INJUNCTION: "COMMENCE YOUR WORK 

WHEREVER YOU CAN; YOUR MAJOR TASK MAY BE TO START-"
« ^e guest* i^rtt^r^ fry ttnvW/k CordMu^rpv a>Lie?<^$ is ce^Tfvinu A

As A FRESHMAN G-OLLEGE SWDEW AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII 

before World War II, I proposed in a term paper the goal of 

INCULCATING THE ASPIRATIONS FOR PEACE, AS DISTINGUISHED FROM 

THOSE OF WAR, AS AN EDUCATIONAL UNDERTAKING FOR AMERICAN SOCIETY- 

My paper traced all the elements of childhood and adolescent 

EXPERIENCE, IN SCHOOL AND OUT, THAT BRED A PUGNACIOUS STREAK IN 

OUR NATIONAL CHARACTER AND PROMOTED THE GLORIFICATION OF WAR- 

"If we want peace we must educate people to want peace," was its 

THEME- My COMBAT EXPERIENCE AS AN INFANTRY OFFICER IN WORLD 

War II CONVINCED ME of the need to maintain an effective military 

FORCE SO LONG AS THERE ARE NATIONS IN THIS WORLD WHICH WOULD 

RESORT TO ARMS IN THE SETTLEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL DISPUTES- BUT 

A "BALANCE OF STRENGTH" STRATEGY IS A PRECARIOUS FOUNDATION FOR 

THE PRESERVATION OF PEACE IN A NUCLEAR AGE- SUCH A FOUNDATION 

MUST BE BOLSTERED BY AN OVER-ARCHING COMMITMENT TO SETTLE



DISPUTES AT THE BARGAINING TABLE, NOT ON THE BATTLEFIELD*

Any firm commitment gains resolve in tandem with an 

INCREASING ABILITY TO CARRY IT OUT* THIS IS WHY THE UNITED 

States Institute of Peace offers such great potential for 

CONTRIBUTING TO WORLD PEACE THROUGH TRAINING AND EDUCATION IN THE 

RESOLUTION OF CONFLICTS WITHOUT RESORT TO FORCE* PEACEMAKING 

SKILLS REPRESENT A BODY OF KNOWLEDGE THAT DRAWS ON BOTH THE MOST 

RECENT FINDINGS OF SCIENCE AND A LONG TRADITION IN OUR NATION'S 

HISTORY, A TRADITION OF PROMOTING COMITY OF NATIONS AND AMITY 

AMONG THEIR PEOPLES*

IT IS A TRADITION, NEVERTHELESS, WHICH COULD STAND SOME 

REINFORCEMENT TODAY We HAVE URGED NEGOTIATIONS TO ACHIEVE PEACE 

in the Middle East through the Camp David accord but we give 

SHORT SHRIFT TO THE CONTADORA PEACE PROCESS IN OUR OWN 

HEMISPHERE* We HAVE MADE VERY LITTLE EFFORT TO RUN OUT THE 

STRING IN REGARD TO THE NEGOTIATION OVERTURES FROM THE NICARAGUAN 

GOVERNMENT, INSTEAD OUR BELLIGERENCE FEEDS TOWARD A 

SELF-FULFILLING PROPHECY IN A REGION WHERE WE LACK A TRACK RECORD

AS A CHAMPION OF PEACE*
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We need to establish a record as a peacemaker in our own 

HEMISPHERE AND ELSEWHERE- THERE ARE TODAY A FAIR NUMBER OF 

"SMALL WARS" AROUND THE WORLD; IN AFGHANISTAN AND THE MIDDLE 

East, Kampuchea, and Africa- Border tensions and internal strife 

abound in Central America and there are no less than fourteen 

"CONTINUING CONFLICT SITUATIONS" ELSEWHERE -- SKIRMISHES SHORT OF 

FULL-SCALE WARS "" LISTED IN A RECENT ISSUE OF THE JOURNAL. OF. 

Defense & Foreign Affairs- This publication also lists another 

NINE "POTENTIALLY UNSTABLE SITUATIONS-" THE TINDER FOR GLOBAL 

CONFLAGRATIONS ABOUNDS- SOME ARE ROOTED IN ANCIENT ENMITIES AND 

ISSUES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE; A FEW, SUCH AS OUR DIFFERENCES WITH THE 

Soviets, spring from a profound variance in human values- 

Prospects for international peace can brighten to the extent to 

WHICH PEOPLE SEEK OUT AREAS OF MUTUAL INTEREST " NOT BY IGNORING 

DIFFERENCES BUT BY ATTEMPTING TO SURMOUNT THEM FOR A COMMON 

CAUSE-

It has been said that "a common language is the strongest

SINGLE BOND OF UNITY " SINCE SCIENTISTS, REGARDLESS OF THEIR

NATIONALITY, SPEAK A COMMON LANGUAGE- THEY CAN PLAY A CRITICAL
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ROLE IN THE QUEST FOR PEACE BY EXPLORING SCIENTIFIC FRONTIERS, 

SUCH AS THOSE OF SPACE, IN JOINT INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE 

projects- Such a prospect is offered by my proposal, 

INCORPORATED IN THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

(NASA) AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 1986 TO ESTABLISH AN 

International Space Year, or ISY, for 1992- Behind this event is 

A SIX-YEAR PROGRAM OF SPACE ACTIVITY LEADING UP TO AN ISY 

FEATURING INTERNATIONALLY COORDINATED SPACE MISSIONS BETWEEN THE 

United States, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and other 

SPACE-FARING NATIONS* THESE SPACE INITIATIVES ARE DESIGNED TO 

FURTHER THE CAUSE OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THE USE OF 

SPACE FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES AND LEAD TO GREATER UNDERSTANDING AND 

INTERNATIONAL ACCORD HERE ON EARTH*

Warring against the role of scientists in the quest for 

GLOBAL COMITY IS THE ENROLLMENT OF SCIENTISTS IN THE ARMS RACE* 

When scientists are so employed, national boundaries are used to 

PREVENT THE INTERCHANGE OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE, AND WORLD 

COMMERCE IS CONSEQUENTLY CURBED IN ANY TECHNOLOGY WHICH HAS A

POTENTIAL FOR MILITARY APPLICATION* THIS PROCLIVITY AMONG
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NATIONAL. LEADERS NOT ONLY WARS AGAINST SCIENCE, IT BREEDS A

FORTRESS MENTALITY WHICH ULTIMATELY UNDERMINES A NATION'S

COMPETITIVE POSITION IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY AND THREATENS THE VERY

NATIONAL SECURITY THOUGHT TO BE AT STAKE-

People-to-people EXCHANGES BASED ON COMMON CULTURAL,

SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS FOSTER AN ATMOSPHERE

WHEREIN NATIONAL LEADERS MUST RESTRAIN THEIR ANTAGONISMS- PEOPLE

DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE­

History has made it abundantly clear that wars are started

IN the hearts and minds of the people, and if we want to prevent 

WARS, WE CAN ONLY DO SO BY PROMOTING PEACE IN THE HEARTS AND 

MINDS OF THE PEOPLE- THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNITED STATES 

Institute of Peace to train people to wage peace and to promote 

THE ADOPTION OF A PEACE ETHIC, REPRESENTS A MILESTONE IN THIS 

cause- Surely the Institute's greatest mission is to train 

FUTURE LEADERS OF THIS COUNTRY AND OTHER COUNTRIES TO LOOK TO THE

CONFERENCE TABLE AS THE FINAL RESORT IN THE RESOLUTION OF

CONFLICTS, NOT TO THE BATTLEFIELD- ^^^%^^V<^D 

^^ ^^^S^AGE OF THE INSTITUTE'S ENABLING LEGISLATION



REPRESENTED THE CULMINATION OF A LEGISLATIVE QUEST FOR ME DATING

F)W-T Being SiMN >^ n$ 9.RMe6R <F Co^ey /* 1Sm4mW Z<?C3
BACK TO MY *Rf^tV-AL™ TN CONGRESS 23 Y-E-A-R-S—A^O 1 CAN FORESEE AN 

ENORMOUS INFLUENCE ON THE PRESERVATION OF WORLD ORDER AND PEACE, 

EMANATING FROM THE INSTITUTE'S PROGRAMS AND CATALYTIC ACTIVITIES, 

IF THEY ARE CARRIED OUT WITH THE DEDICATION^ IMAGINATION AND 

VIGOR DEMONSTRATED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII COMMUNITY 

CONCERNED WITH FOSTERING A PEACE STUDIES PROGRAM- AND WITHIN 

THIS COMMUNITY I AM DELIGHTED TO SEE THAT THE COMMUNITY COLLEGES

TOO ARE NOT TAKING A BACK SEAT-

UE MUST NEVER LOSE FAITH IN HUMAN REASON AND HENCE WE MUST

ALWAYS STRIVE FOR PEACE It is a never-ending quest — and a

noble one- Pho TrfEP^eps weweeo^ ^ wipeo ^/tmi^^mcH& .
ecoGLuentTd ^Pk^^p Pr <4^0^66 ber^rd SH^j P/^^P^^S^D? jWW Prgsrjess is> 
^MW ^^W^t^^  ̂ W ^^ »5^DHSGWH0 2>/^ OF

OTaHALO NU I L(&^ INVITATION TO JOIN YOU HERE THIS

EVENING AND TO PARTICIPATE IN YOUR DIALOGUE AND QUEST-
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Thank you, Joyce (Tsunoda), for your most generous 

INTRODUCTION. I ALWAYS FEEL MUCH MORE COMFORTABLE AFTER A PROPER 

INTRODUCTION BECAUSE BACK IN WASHINGTON, D.C., I AM MOST TOO 

OFTEN MISTAKEN FOR A FOREIGN DIPLOMAT.

I AM DELIGHTED TO BE HERE AND INDEBTED TO RUTH ANNA BROWN 

and Dr. Sheldon Hershinow for their invitation to be a 

PARTICIPANT IN YOUR "QUEST" THIS EVENING. I AM ALSO HONORED TO 

BE ON A PROGRAM WITH SUCH DISTINGUISHED SCHOLARS AS
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SINGERS.
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Your program of "dialogue on peace and world disorder" 

EXPRESSED AS A "QUEST" — INDEED, "THE" QUEST — IS DESIGNED WITH 

LINGUISTIC PRECISION, IN MY ESTIMATION. DISORDER AND VIOLENCE 

ARE THE ANTITHESIS OF PEACE AND UNDERMINE ITS ATTAINMENT. And 

ITS ATTAINMENT REPRESENTS A QUEST, THE NOBLEST OF HUMAN PURSUITS. 

The course of discussions laid out for "The Quest" program builds 

LOGICALLY ON A SEQUENCE OF THEMES! THE ONE THIS EVENING ON 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN THE PROCESS OF PEACE-BUILDING, THE 

HISTORICAL LEGACY PRESENTED BY THE HONOLULU ACADEMY OF ARTS SLIDE 

SHOW NARRATED BY ROGER DELL, AND THE CONCLUDING PANEL ON THE 

CHALLENGES FACING THE TEACHING PROFESSION TO EDUCATE FOR SOCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY. THE WORK OF PEACE BEGINS WITH THE INDIVIDUAL 

CITIZEN AND CITIZENS OF A DEMOCRACY HAVE A PARTICULAR 

RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS REGARD. In THE WORDS OF CONFUCIUS!

"There will be no peace until the 

Individual Citizen wants it, seeks 

It and works for it."

To WORK FOR PEACE IS TO COMMIT ONESELF TO A METHODICAL

PROCESS THAT REQUIRES PATIENCE AND PERSISTENCE; HENCE THE WORD



"building," as in "peace building," is appropriate. It is work 

IN WHICH EVERYONE IN ALL WALKS OF LIFE CAN AND MUST ENGAGE. Io 

DO SO HOWEVER, WE MUST HEED THE INJUNCTION: "COMMENCE YOUR WORK 

WHEREVER YOU CAN; YOUR MAJOR TASK MAY BE TO START."

"The quest" initiated by Hawaii's community colleges is

CERTAINLY A MAJOR START.

AS A FRESHMAN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII BEFORE WORLD 

War II, I PROPOSED IN a term paper the goal of inculcating the 

ASPIRATIONS FOR PEACE, AS DISTINGUISHED FROM THOSE OF WAR, AS AN 

EDUCATIONAL UNDERTAKING FOR AMERICAN SOCIETY. MY PAPER TRACED 

ALL THE ELEMENTS OF CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENT EXPERIENCE, IN 

SCHOOL AND OUT, THAT BRED A PUGNACIOUS STREAK IN OUR NATIONAL 

CHARACTER AND PROMOTED THE GLORIFICATION OF WAR. "1F WE WANT 

PEACE WE MUST EDUCATE PEOPLE TO WANT PEACE," WAS ITS THEME. MY 

COMBAT EXPERIENCE AS AN INFANTRY OFFICER IN WORLD WAR II 

CONVINCED ME OF THE NEED TO MAINTAIN AN EFFECTIVE MILITARY FORCE 

SO LONG AS THERE ARE NATIONS IN THIS WORLD WHICH WOULD RESORT TO 

ARMS IN THE SETTLEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL DISPUTES. BUT A 

"BALANCE OF STRENGTH" STRATEGY IS A PRECARIOUS FOUNDATION FOR 

THE PRESERVATION OF PEACE IN A NUCLEAR AGE. SUCH A FOUNDATION

MUST BE BOLSTERED BY AN OVER”ARCHI NG COMMITMENT TO SETTLE



DISPUTES AT THE BARGAINING TABLE, NOT ON THE BATTLEFIELD.

Any firm commitment gains resolve in tandem with an 

INCREASING ABILITY TO CARRY IT OUT. THIS IS WHY THE UNITED 

States Institute of Peace offers such great potential for 

CONTRIBUTING TO WORLD PEACE THROUGH TRAINING AND EDUCATION IN THE 

RESOLUTION OF CONFLICTS WITHOUT RESORT TO FORCE, PEACE-MAKING 

SKILLS REPRESENT A BODY OF KNOWLEDGE THAT DRAWS ON BOTH THE MOST 

RECENT FINDINGS OF SCIENCE AND A LONG TRADITION IN OUR NATION'S 

HISTORY, A TRADITION OF PROMOTING COMITY OF NATIONS AND AMITY 

AMONG THEIR PEOPLES.

It IS A TRADITION, NEVERTHELESS, WHICH COULD STAND SOME 

REINFORCEMENT TODAY. We HAVE URGED NEGOTIATIONS TO ACHIEVE PEACE 

in the Middle East through the Camp David accord but we give 

SHORT SHRIFT TO THE CONTADORA PEACE PROCESS IN OUR OWN 

HEMISPHERE. We HAVE MADE VERY LITTLE EFFORT TO RUN OUT THE 

STRING IN REGARD TO THE NEGOTIATION OVERTURES FROM THE NlCARAGUAN 

GOVERNMENT. INSTEAD OUR BELLIGERENCE FEEDS TOWARD A 

SELF-FULFILLING PROPHECY IN A REGION WHERE WE LACK A TRACK RECORD

AS A CHAMPION OF PEACE.
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We need to establish a p^cord as a peacemaker in our own 

HEMISPHERE AND ELSEWHERE, THERE ARE TODAY A FAIR NUMBER OF 

"SMALL WARS" AROUND THE WORLD: IN AFGHANISTAN AND THE MIDDLE 

East, Kampuchea, and Africa, Border tensions and internal strife 

abound in Central America and there are no less than fourteen 

"continuing conflict situations" elsewhere — skirmishes short of 

FULL-SCALE WARS -- LISTED IN A RECENT ISSUE OF THE JOURNAL OF 

Defense & Foreign Affairs, This publication also lists another 

NINE "POTENTIALLY UNSTABLE SITUATIONS." THE TINDER FOR GLOBAL 

CONFLAGRATIONS ABOUNDS, SOME ARE ROOTED IN ANCIENT ENMITIES AND 

ISSUES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE,* A FEW, SUCH AS OUR DIFFERENCES WITH THE 

Soviets, spring from a profound variance in human values. 

Prospects for international peace can brighten to the extent to 

WHICH PEOPLE SEEK OUT AREAS OF MUTUAL INTEREST — NOT BY IGNORING 

DIFFERENCES BUT BY ATTEMPTING TO SURMOUNT THEM FOR A COMMON 

CAUSE.

It HAS BEEN SAID THAT "a COMMON LANGUAGE IS THE STRONGEST 

SINGLE BOND OF UNITY." SlNCE SCIENTISTS, REGARDLESS OF THEIR

NATIONALITY, SPEAK A COMMON LANGUAGE, THEY CAN PLAY A CRITICAL
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ROLE IN THE QUEST FOR PEACE BY EXPLORING SCIENTIFIC FRONTIERS, 

SUCH AS THOSE OF SPACE, IN JOINT INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE 

projects. Such a prospect is offered by my proposal, 

INCORPORATED IN THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

(NASA) AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 1986, TO ESTABLISH AN 

International Space Year, or ISY, for 1992, Behind this event is 

A SIX-YEAR PROGRAM OF SPACE ACTIVITY LEADING UP TO AN ISY 

FEATURING INTERNATIONALLY COORDINATED SPACE MISSIONS BETWEEN THE 

United States, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and other 

SPACE-FARING NATIONS. THESE SPACE INITIATIVES ARE DESIGNED TO

FURTHER THE CAUSE OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THE USE OF 

SPACE FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES AND LEAD TO GREATER UNDERSTANDING AND 

INTERNATIONAL ACCORD HERE ON EARTH.

Warring against the role of scientists in the quest for 

GLOBAL COMITY IS THE ENROLLMENT OF SCIENTISTS IN THE ARMS RACE. 

When scientists are so employed, national boundaries are used to 

PREVENT THE INTERCHANGE OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE, AND WORLD 

COMMERCE IS CONSEQUENTLY CURBED IN ANY TECHNOLOGY WHICH HAS A

POTENTIAL FOR MILITARY APPLICATION. THIS PROCLIVITY AMONG
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NATIONAL LEADERS NOT ONLV wars AGAINST SCIENCE, IT SPEEDS A 

FORTRESS MENTALITY WHICH ULTIMATELY UNDERMINES A NATION'S 

COMPETITIVE POSITION IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY AND THREATENS THE VERV 

NATIONAL SECURITY THOUGHT TO BE AT STAKE.

ReOPLE-TO-PEOPLE EXCHANGES BASED ON COMMON CULTURAL, 

SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS FOSTER AN ATMOSPHERE 

WHEREIN NATIONAL LEADERS MUST RESTRAIN THEIR ANTAGONISMS. PEOPLE 

DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

History has made it abundantly clear that wars are started

IN THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF THE PEOPLE, AND IF WE WANT TO PREVENT 

WARS, WE CAN ONLY DO SO BY PROMOTING PEACE IN THE HEARTS AND 

MINDS OF THE PEOPLE. The ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNITED STATES 

Institute of Peace to train people to wage peace and to promote 

THE ADOPTION OF A PEACE ETHIC, REPRESENTS A MILESTONE IN THIS 

cause. Surely the Institute's greatest mission is to train 

FUTURE LEADERS OF THIS COUNTRY AND OTHER COUNTRIES TO LOOK TO THE

CONFERENCE TABLE AS THE FINAL RESORT IN THE RESOLUTION OF
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CONFLICTS, NOT TO THE BATTLEFIELD. I AM FIRMLY CONVINCED THAT

THE WAR BETWEEN ARGENTINA AND BRITAIN OVER THE FALCON Islands

COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED, IF THE PRINCIPAL NEGOTIATOR IN THE

CONFLICT HAD BEEN A GRADUATE OF THE U.S. INSTITUTE OF PEACE,

INSTEAD OF THE MILITARY ACADEMY.

Passage of the Institute S ENABLING LEGISLATION

REPRESENTED THE CULMINATION OF A LEGISLATIVE QUEST FOR ME

DATING BACK TO MY FIRST BEING SWORN IN AS A MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

in January 19b3. 1 can foresee an enormous influence on the

PRESERVATION OF WORLD ORDER AND PEACE, EMANATING FROM THE 

Institute's programs and catalytic activities, if they are 

CARRIED OUT WITH THE DEDICATION, IMAGINATION AND VIGOR 

DEMONSTRATED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII COMMUNITY CONCERNED 

WITH FOSTERING A PEACE STUDIES PROGRAM. AND WITHIN THIS 

COMMUNITY I AM DELIGHTED TO SEE THAT THE COMMUNITY COLLEGES

TOO ARE NOT TAKING A BACK SEAT

We must never lose faith IN HUMAN REASON AND HENCE WE

MUST ALWAYS STRIVE FOR PEACE. It is a never-ending quest —
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AND: A |NOBLE ONE. AND IN THE PROCESS WE NEED TO BE GUIDED BY 

TRUTHS, SUCH AS THAT SO ELOQUENTLY EXPRESSED BY

Ueorge Bernard Shaw, paraphrased: "Human progress is advanced

NOT SO MUCH BY THOSE WHO SEE THINGS AS THEY ARE AND ASK 

'WHY?,' AS BY THOSE WHO DREAM OF THINGS AS THEY OUGHT TO BE 

AND ASK 'WHY NOT?'"

MAHALO NUI LOA FOR YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN YOU HERE 

THIS EVENING AND TO PARTICIPATE IN YOUR DIALOGUE AND QUEST.

# # #
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i Your program of "dialogue on peace and world disorder" 

EXPRESSED AS A "QUEST" " INDEED, "THE" QUEST — IS DESIGNED WITH 

LINGUISTIC PRECISION, IN MY ESTIMATION. DISORDER AND VIOLENCE 

ARE THE ANTITHESIS OF PEACE AND UNDERMINE ITS ATTAINMENT. AND 

ITS ATTAINMENT REPRESENTS A QUEST, THE NOBLEST OF HUMAN PURSUITS. 

The course of discussions laid out for "The Quest" program builds 

LOGICALLY ON A SEQUENCE OF THEMES: THE ONE THIS EVENING ON 

CITIZEN PARTICIPATION IN THE PROCESS OF PEACE“BUILDI NG, THE 

HISTORICAL LEGACY PRESENTED BY THE HONOLULU ACADEMY OF ARTS SLIDE 

SHOW NARRATED BY ROGER DeLL, AND THE CONCLUDING PANEL ON THE 

CHALLENGES FACING THE TEACHING PROFESSION TO EDUCATE FOR SOCIAL 

RESPONSIBILITY. THE WORK OF PEACE BEGINS WITH THE INDIVIDUAL 

CITIZEN AND CITIZENS OF A DEMOCRACY HAVE A PARTICULAR 

RESPONSIBILITY IN THIS REGARD. In THE WORDS OF CONFUCIUS:

"There will be no peace until the 

Individual Citizen wants it, seeks 

It and works for it."

To WORK FOR PEACE IS TO COMMIT ONESELF TO A METHODICAL

PROCESS THAT REQUIRES PATIENCE AND PERSISTENCE,' HENCE THE WORD



"building/' as in "peace building," is appropriate. It is work

IN WHICH EVERYONE IN ALL WALKS OF LIFE CAN AND MUST ENGAGE. To 

DO SO HOWEVER, WE MUST HEED THE INJUNCTION! "COMMENCE YOUR WORK 

WHEREVER YOU CANJ YOUR MAJOR TASK MAY BE TO START."

"The quest" initiated by Hawaii's community colleges is

CERTAINLY A MAJOR START.

AS A FRESHMAN AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII BEFORE WORLD 

War II, I PROPOSED IN a TERM PAPER THE GOAL OF INCULCATING THE 

ASPIRATIONS FOR PEACE, AS DISTINGUISHED FROM THOSE OF WAR, AS AN 

EDUCATIONAL UNDERTAKING FOR AMERICAN SOCIETY. My PAPER TRACED 

ALL THE ELEMENTS OF CHILDHOOD AND ADOLESCENT EXPERIENCE, IN 

SCHOOL AND OUT, THAT BRED A PUGNACIOUS STREAK IN OUR NATIONAL 

CHARACTER AND PROMOTED THE GLORIFICATION OF WAR. "If WE WANT 

PEACE WE MUST EDUCATE PEOPLE TO WANT PEACE," WAS ITS THEME. My 

COMBAT EXPERIENCE AS AN INFANTRY OFFICER IN WORLD WAR II

CONVINCED ME OF THE NEED TO MAINTAIN AN EFFECTIVE MILITARY FORCE 

SO LONG AS THERE ARE NATIONS IN THIS WORLD WHICH WOULD RESORT TO 

ARMS IN THE SETTLEMENT OF INTERNATIONAL DISPUTES. BUT A 

"BALANCE OF STRENGTH" STRATEGY IS A PRECARIOUS FOUNDATION FOR 

THE PRESERVATION OF PEACE IN A NUCLEAR AGE. SUCH A FOUNDATION

MUST BE BOLSTERED BY AN OVER-ARCHING COMMITMENT TO SETTLE



DISPUTES AT THE BARGAINING TABLE, NOT ON THE BATTLEFIELD.

Any firm commitment gains resolve in tandem with an 

INCREASING ABILITY TO CARRY IT OUT. THIS IS WHY THE UNITED 

States Institute of Peace offers such great potential for 

CONTRIBUTING TO WORLD PEACE THROUGH TRAINING AND EDUCATION IN THE 

RESOLUTION OF CONFLICTS WITHOUT RESORT TO FORCE. PEACE-MAKING 

SKILLS REPRESENT A BODY OF KNOWLEDGE THAT DRAWS ON BOTH THE MOST 

RECENT FINDINGS OF SCIENCE AND A LONG TRADITION IN OUR NATION'S 

HISTORY, A TRADITION OF PROMOTING COMITY OF NATIONS AND AMITY 

AMONG THEIR PEOPLES.

IT IS A TRADITION, NEVERTHELESS, WHICH COULD STAND SOME 

REINFORCEMENT TODAY, We HAVE URGED NEGOTIATIONS TO ACHIEVE PEACE 

in the Middle East through the Camp David accord but we give 

SHORT SHRIFT TO THE CONTADORA PEACE PROCESS IN OUR OWN 

HEMISPHERE, We HAVE MADE VERY LITTLE EFFORT TO RUN OUT THE 

STRING IN REGARD TO THE NEGOTIATION OVERTURES FROM THE NlCARAGUAN 

GOVERNMENT. INSTEAD OUR BELLIGERENCE FEEDS TOWARD A 

SELF-FULFILLING PROPHECY IN A REGION WHERE WE LACK A TRACK RECORD

AS A CHAMPION OF PEACE.
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We need to establish a record as a peacemaker in our own 

HEMISPHERE AND ELSEWHERE, THERE ARE TODAY A FAIR NUMBER OF 

"SMALL WARS" AROUND THE WORLD! IN AFGHANISTAN AND THE MIDDLE 

East, Kampuchea, and Africa, Border tensions and internal strife 

abound in Central America and there are no less than fourteen 

"CONTINUING CONFLICT SITUATIONS" ELSEWHERE — SKIRMISHES SHORT OF 

FULL-SCALE WARS — LISTED IN A RECENT ISSUE OF THE JOURNAL OF 

Defense 8 Foreign Affairs, This publication also lists another 

NINE "POTENTIALLY UNSTABLE SITUATIONS." THE TINDER FOR GLOBAL 

CONFLAGRATIONS ABOUNDS. SOME ARE ROOTED IN ANCIENT ENMITIES AND 

ISSUES OF SOCIAL JUSTICE; A FEW, SUCH AS OUR DIFFERENCES WITH THE 

Soviets, spring from a profound variance in human values. 

Prospects for international peace can brighten to the extent to 

WHICH PEOPLE SEEK OUT AREAS OF MUTUAL INTEREST — NOT BY IGNORING 

DIFFERENCES BUT BY ATTEMPTING TO SURMOUNT THEM FOR A COMMON 

CAUSE.

It HAS BEEN SAID THAT "a COMMON LANGUAGE IS THE STRONGEST 

SINGLE BOND OF UNITY." SlNCE SCIENTISTS, REGARDLESS OF THEIR

NATIONALITY, SPEAK A COMMON LANGUAGE, THEY CAN PLAY A CRITICAL



6

ROLE IN THE QUEST FOR PEACE BY EXPLORING SCIENTIFIC FRONTIERS, 

SUCH AS THOSE OF SPACE, IN JOINT INTERNATIONAL COOPERATIVE 

projects, Such a prospect is offered by my proposal, 

INCORPORATED IN THE NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

(NASA) AUTHORIZATION ACT FOR FISCAL 1986, TO ESTABLISH AN 

International Space Year, or ISY, for 1992, Behind this event is 

A SIX-YEAR PROGRAM OF SPACE ACTIVITY LEADING UP TO AN ISY 

FEATURING INTERNATIONALLY COORDINATED SPACE MISSIONS BETWEEN THE 

United States, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics, and other 

SPACE-FARING NATIONS, THESE SPACE INITIATIVES ARE DESIGNED TO 

FURTHER THE CAUSE OF INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION IN THE USE OF

SPACE FOR PEACEFUL PURPOSES AND LEAD TO GREATER UNDERSTANDING AND 

INTERNATIONAL ACCORD HERE ON EARTH,

Warring against the role of scientists in the quest for 

GLOBAL COMITY IS THE ENROLLMENT OF SCIENTISTS IN THE ARMS RACE. 

When scientists are so employed, national boundaries are used to

PREVENT THE INTERCHANGE OF SCIENTIFIC KNOWLEDGE, AND WORLD

COMMERCE IS CONSEQUENTLY CURBED IN ANY TECHNOLOGY WHICH HAS A

POTENTIAL FOR MILITARY APPLICATION. THIS PROCLIVITY AMONG
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NATIONAL LEADERS NOT ONLV WARS AGAINST SCIENCE, IT DREEDS A 

FORTRESS MENTALITY WHICH ULTIMATELY UNDERMINES A NATION'S 

COMPETITIVE POSITION IN THE GLOBAL ECONOMY AND THREATENS THE VERY 

NATIONAL SECURITY THOUGHT TO BE AT STAKE.

PeOPLE-TO-PEOPLE EXCHANGES BASED ON COMMON CULTURAL, 

SCIENTIFIC AND PROFESSIONAL INTERESTS FOSTER AN ATMOSPHERE 

WHEREIN NATIONAL LEADERS MUST RESTRAIN THEIR ANTAGONISMS. PEOPLE 

DO MAKE A DIFFERENCE.

History has made it abundantly clear that wars are started

IN THE HEARTS AND MINDS OF THE PEOPLE, AND IF WE WANT TO PREVENT 

WARS, WE CAN ONLY DO SO BY PROMOTING PEACE IN THE HEARTS AND 

MINDS OF THE PEOPLE. THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A UNITED STATES 

Institute of Peace to train people to wage peace and to promote 

THE ADOPTION OF A PEACE ETHIC, REPRESENTS A MILESTONE IN THIS 

cause. Surely the Institute's greatest mission is to train 

FUTURE LEADERS OF THIS COUNTRY AND OTHER COUNTRIES TO LOOK TO THE

CONFERENCE TABLE AS THE FINAL RESORT IN THE RESOLUTION OF
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CONFLICTS, NOT TO THE BATTLEFIELD. I AM FIRMLY CONVINCED THAT 

THE WAR BETWEEN ARGENTINA AND BRITAIN OVER THE FALCON ISLANDS 

COULD HAVE BEEN AVOIDED, IF THE PRINCIPAL NEGOTIATOR IN THE 

CONFLICT HAD BEEN A GRADUATE OF THE U.S. INSTITUTE OF PEACE, 

INSTEAD OF THE MILITARY ACADEMY.

Passage of the Institute's enabling legislation 

REPRESENTED THE CULMINATION OF A LEGISLATIVE QUEST FOR ME 

DATING BACK TO MY FIRST BEING SWORN IN AS A MEMBER OF CONGRESS 

in January 1965. 1 can foresee an enormous influence on the 

PRESERVATION OF WORLD ORDER AND PEACE, EMANATING FROM THE 

Institute's programs and catalytic activities, if they are 

CARRIED OUT WITH THE DEDICATION, IMAGINATION AND VIGOR 

DEMONSTRATED BY THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII COMMUNITY CONCERNED 

WITH FOSTERING A PEACE STUDIES PROGRAM. AND WITHIN THIS 

COMMUNITY I AM DELIGHTED TO SEE THAT THE COMMUNITY COLLEGES 

TOO ARE NOT TAKING A BACK SEAT.

We must never lose faith in human reason and hence we

MUST ALWAYS STRIVE FOR PEACE. It is a never-ending quest —



9

AND NOBLE ONE. AND IN THE PROCESS WE NEED TO BE GUIDED BY

TRUTHS, SUCH AS THAT SO ELOQUENTLY EXPRESSED BY

Ueorge Bernard Shaw, paraphrased: "Human progress is advanced

NOT SO MUCH BY THOSE WHO SEE THINGS AS THEY ARE AND ASK 

'WHY?,' AS BY THOSE WHO DREAM OF THINGS AS THEY OUGHT TO BE 

AND ASK 'WHY NOT?'"

MaHALO NUI LOA FOR YOUR INVITATION TO JOIN YOU HERE

THIS EVENING AND TO PARTICIPATE IN YOUR DIALOGUE AND QUEST.

# # #


