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DEDICATION OF JAPANESE AMERICAN MEMORIAL 
TO AMERICAN PATRIOTISM 

STATEMENT OF SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE 
JUNE 29, 2001

The 1st Battalion of the 141st Regiment of the 36th Division, encouraged by 
minimal resistance, advanced and moved forward ahead of the main elements of the 
36th Division. The German troops had been well prepared and infiltrated in back 
of the 1st Battalion, and this Battalion suddenly found itself surrounded by German 
forces, forces whose numbers were equivalent to an entire Division. The day was 
October 25, 1944, and the place the cold and dismal interior of the Vosges 
mountains.

The Commanding General of the 36th Division, realizing the potential disaster, 
ordered the 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the 141st Regiment to break through 
German lines and rescue the 1st Battalion which was then identified as the Lost 
Battalion. Two attempts were made and both attempts failed, and the 2nd and 3rd 
Battalions found it necessary to withdraw. That afternoon, the Commanding 
General of the 36th Division called upon the 442nd Regimental Combat Team, 
made up of the 100th, 2nd and 3rd Battalions, to move into the sector of the 141st 
Regiment and rescue the Lost Battalion at all costs.

For the following two weeks, it was non-stop fighting, and on November 8,1944, the 
German line was broken and the men of the Lost Battalion of the 36th Division 
were rescued. On that date, Company I had four riflemen and their light machine 
gun section on line. Company K had 17 riflemen under the command of a Staff 
Sergeant. The statistics for the rest of the Combat Team were equally shocking.

That afternoon, the Commanding General of the 36th Division ordered the officers 
and men of the Combat Team to assemble in retreat parade formation to receive 
the formal acknowledgment and gratitude of the 36th Division. When the Combat 
Team assembled as ordered, and began their formation movements, the General 
noted the reduced numbers of the Regimental Combat Team. It is reported that 
with anger in his voice he accused the 442nd Commander of disregarding his orders 
and permitting men to go on passes, leaving just a token number for this formal 
parade formation. Our Colonel is reported to have turned to him and said, “Sir, 
this is the Regiment. This is all we have standing. The rest are dead or in 
hospitals.”



In those two weeks, the Regimental Combat Team suffered more than 1500 
casualties, with more than 200 dead. Company I had 10 men in parade formation. 
Company K had 12 men in parade formation. The largest company was Company 
E, with 42 officers and men.

The Regimental band, which usually numbered about 40 men, had less than 20 
marching with their musical instruments. In combat, band members set aside their 
musical instruments and carried out responsibilities as medics and stretcher 
bearers. Accordingly, their casualties were very similar to those experienced by the 
rifle companies.

As I look back on that day, I can still see the band marching, with one trombone, 
two trumpets, and I believe two clarinets and a saxophone, plus other instruments. 
Although the band was reduced in numbers, the music that came forth was 
memorable and majestic.

The Commanding General was so stunned and shocked by the Colonel’s response 
that he forgot to give his speech.

On the second day of the rescue attempt, many of us were convinced that this was 
the ultimate battle, the ultimate “Go For Broke” battle. This was the battle to test 
our loyalty; the battle to test our patriotism; and the battle to test our love of 
country. On November 8,1944, when it was all over, many of us were certain that 
from that day on, no one would ever question our loyalty, our patriotism, or our 
love of country. From that moment we stood tall. It was a bloody battle, but it was 
the most crucial.

Today, the rescue of the Lost Battalion is honored by the United States Army as one 
of the ten most important events in the Army’s history. Today the names of those 
men who gave their lives have been forever inscribed in the Memorial. I am certain 
they are looking upon this event with smiles and saying, “It was worth it.”
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ordered, and began their formation 
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Combat Team. It is reported that with 

anger in his voice he accused the 442nd 

Commander of disregarding his orders 
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Our Colonel is reported to have turned to 

him and said, "Sir, this is the Regiment. 

This is all we have standing. The rest are 

dead or in hospitals."
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As I look back on that day, I can still 
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This was the battle to test our loyalty; 

the battle to test our patriotism; and the 

battle to test our love of country. On 

November 8, 1944, when it was all over, 

many of us were certain that from that 
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loyalty, our patriotism, or our love of 

country.

13



From that moment we stood tall. It was 

a bloody battle, but it was the most 

crucial.

Today, the rescue of the Lost

Battalion is honored by the United States 

Army as one of the ten most important 

events in the Army's history.
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Today the names of those men who gave 

their lives have been forever inscribed in 

the Memorial. I am certain they are 

looking upon this event with smiles and 

saying, "It was worth it."
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SPEECH FOR DINNER CELEBRATING THE COMPLETION OF THE 
MEMORIAL TO JAPANESE AMERICAN PATRIOTISM DURING 

WORLD WAR II

60 years ago, many of us felt that the world we knew had come to a crashing 
end. December 7,1941, was a dark page in our lives. As anticipated by many, that 
dark page was followed by another on February 19,1942, when President Roosevelt 
issued Executive Order 9066 authorizing the establishment of ten internment camps 
by the U. S. Army and rounding up men and women of Japanese extraction, citizen 
and non-citizen alike, to incarcerate them in these camps without due process of law. 
More than 120,000 men, women, and children of Japanese extraction, many of whom 
were citizens, were interned in these camps. None were ever charged with the 
commission of a crime prior to incarceration, and subsequent investigations have 
revealed that throughout the war no charges were ever made.

These dark pages were followed by another when, on June 17,1942, the War 
Department announced that it, “will not accept for service with the armed forces, 
Japanese or persons of Japanese extraction, regardless of citizenship status or other 
factors.” We were declared 4-C, enemy aliens.

Many of us looked upon the 4-C designation as the ultimate insult because we 
considered ourselves law-abiding, patriotic Americans. Hundreds joined to send 
petitions to Washington requesting that we be given the opportunity to serve in the 
armed forces in any capacity, if only to demonstrate our love of country.

On February first, 1943, President Roosevelt issued another Executive Order in 
which he stated, “The principle on which this country was founded and by which it 
has always been governed is that Americanism is a matter of mind and heart; 
Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry,” and authorized the 
establishment of a special combat team of Japanese Americans. This was the birth of 
the 442nd Regimental Combat Team.

The response to this order was immediate and astounding. In Hawaii, nearly 
85% of the eligible Japanese American men responded, and, to the surprise of many, 
more than 1,200 Japanese American men who were held in internment camps stepped 
forward to volunteer.

We were shipped to Mississippi for our training. Before we were finished, our 
older brothers in the 100th Infantry Battalion were sent to Italy to fight in some of the
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bloodiest campaigns: the battle of Mount Cassino and Anzio Beach. As history has 
shown, the men of the 100th Infantry Battalion demonstrated extraordinary bravery, 
and in so doing suffered extraordinary casualties. The casualties were so high the 
100th Battalion was called the “Purple Heart Battalion.”

In the spring of 1944, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team including the 100th 
Battalion began its journey northward on the Italian Peninsula. The rest is history — 
the battle of Hill 140, the crossing of the Arno River, the battle of Bruyeres, the rescue 
of the “Lost Battalion,” and the liberation of the Dachau Concentration Camp, to 
name a few. Although the 442nd Regimental Combat Team initially consisted of 
approximately 4,500 officers and men, during the year of almost nonstop combat, the 
casualties were so high that when the war ended more than 12,000 officers and men 
had gone through the ranks. The turnover was nearly three times the original 
number. Among the thousands of decorations awarded to members of the Regimental 
Combat Team were 21 Medals of Honor, 7 Presidential Unit Citations, 52 
Distinguished Service Crosses, 560 Silver Stars, 4,000 Bronze Stars, and 9,486 Purple 
Hearts. A total of 18,143 individual decorations were awarded to the 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team, earning it the distinction of being the most decorated unit 
in U.S. military history for its size and length of service.

“The Battle of the Lost Battalion” is viewed as one of the ten most important 
events in the history of the United States Army. A painting depicting this battle hangs 
in the halls of the Pentagon. The names of those who served and made the ultimate 
sacrifice in this battle are engraved on this memorial. These men stand together with 
many others who served in the Military Intelligence Service and in other capacities. 
The men who served in the Pacific had the most difficult assignment: they were called 
upon to do battle with men from their ancestral land.

This journey that began on December 7, 1941, has taken nearly 60 years. It has 
been a journey of many tears and many sacrifices, but also one of many victories. The 
brightest page in this journey occurred on August 10,1988, when President Ronald 
Reagan signed into law the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 which provided for restitution 
of a token sum to those interned as a result of Executive Order 9066. This law also 
acknowledged the wrongs our government had committed, and, most important, 
issued an apology. No other country has ever issued a similar apology to its citizens. 
It demonstrated the greatness of our nation. It was a proud moment for all of us. It 
made us all stand taller with the knowledge that we were all part of a great and 
magnificent country.

The dedication of this Memorial to Japanese American Patriotism during 
World War II is the end of a journey that began in darkness and ended in brilliant 
glory. It stands together with the other National Capitol Area Park System memorials
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along the National Mall.

Today, we join the great memorials honoring George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the Korean Conflict 
veterans, and the Vietnam Conflict veterans. I believe those whose names are 
inscribed for posterity on our memorial should be smiling and saying, “it was worth 
it.”
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ultimate sacrifice in this battle are engraved on this memorial. These men stand 

together with many others who served in the Military Intelligence Service and in 

other capacities. The men who served in the Pacific had the most difficult 

assignment: they were called upon to do battle with men from their ancestral land.
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of Japanese extraction, of whom were 
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brothers in the 100th Infantry Battalion were 

sent to Italy to fight in some of the bloodiest 

campaigns: the battle of Mount Cassino and 

Anzio Beach. As history has shown, the men 

of the 100th Infantry Battalion demonstrated 

extraordinary bravery, and in so doing 

suffered extraordinary casualties. The 

casualties were so high the 100th Battalion was 

called the "Purple Heart Battalion.”
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In the spring of 1944, the 442nd

Regimental Combat Team including the 100th

Battalion began its journey northward on the

Italian Peninsula. The rest is history — the 

battle of Hill 140, the crossing of the Arno

 River, the battle of Bruyeres, the rescue of the 

“Lost Battalion," and the liberation of the 

Dachau Concentration Camp, to name a few.
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 Although the 442nd Regimental Combat Team 

initially consisted of approximately 4,500 

officers and men, during the year of almost 

nonstop combat, the casualties were so high 

that when the war ended more than 12,000 

officers and men had gone through the ranks. 

The turnover was nearly three times the 

original number.
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 Among the thousands of decorations awarded 

to members of the Regimental Combat Team 

were 21 Medals of Honor, 7 Presidential Unit 

Citations, 52 Distinguished Service Crosses, 

560 Silver Stars, 4,000 Bronze Stars, and 9,486 

Purple Hearts. A total of 18,143 individual 

decorations were awarded to the 442nd 

Regimental Combat Team, earning it the 

distinction of being the most decorated unit in 

U.S. military history for its size and length of 

service.
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“The Battle of the Lost Battalion” is viewed

as one of the ten most important events in the 

history of the United States Army. A painting 

depicting this battle hangs in the halls of the 

Pentagon. The names of those who served and 

made the ultimate sacrifice in this battle are

engraved on this memorial.



 These men stand together with many others 

who served in the Military Intelligence Service 

and in other capacities. The men who served 

in the Pacific had the most difficult 

assignment: they were called upon to do battle 

with men from their ancestral land.
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— This journey that began on December 7,

1941, has taken nearly 60 years. It has been a 

journey of many tears and many sacrifices, but 

also one of many victories. The brightest page 

in this journey occurred on August 10,1988, 

when President Ronald Reagan signed into law

the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 which provided 

for restitution of a token sum to those interned 

as a result of Executive Order 9066.
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 This law also acknowledged the wrongs our 

government had committed, and, most 

important, issued an apology. No other 

country has ever issued a similar apology to its 

citizens. It demonstrated the greatness of our 

nation. It was a proud moment for all of us. It
V

made us all stand taller with the knowledge 

that we were all part of a great and 

magnificent country.
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The dedication of this Memorial to

Japanese American Patriotism during World

War II is the end of a journey that began in 

darkness and ended in brilliant glory. It 

stands together with the other National 

Capitol Area Park System memorials along

the National Mall.
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Today, we join the great memorials honoring 

George Washington, Thomas Jefferson, 

Abraham Lincoln, Franklin Delano 

Roosevelt, the Korean Conflict heroes, and 

the Vietnam Conflict heroes. I believe those 

whose names are inscribed for posterity on 

our memorial should be smiling and saying to 

themselves, “it was worth it.”
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SPEECH FOR DINNER CELEBRATING THE COMPLETION OF THE 
MEMORIAL TO JAPANESE AMERICAN PATRIOTISM DURING 

WORLD WAR II

60 years ago, many of us felt that the world we knew had come to a crashing 
end. December 7,1941, was a dark page in our lives. As anticipated by many, that 
dark page was followed by another on February 19, 1942, when President Roosevelt 
issued Executive Order 9066 authorizing the establishment of ten internment camps 
by the U. S. Army and rounding up men and women of Japanese extraction, citizen 
and non-citizen alike, to incarcerate them in these camps without due process of law. 
More than 120,000 men, women, and children of Japanese extraction, many of whom 
were citizens, were interned in these camps. None were ever charged with the 
commission of a crime prior to incarceration, and subsequent investigations have 
revealed that throughout the war no charges were ever made.

These dark pages were followed by another when, on June 17,1942, the War 
Department announced that it, “will not accept for service with the armed forces, 
Japanese or persons of Japanese extraction, regardless of citizenship status or other 
factors.” We were declared 4-C, enemy aliens.

Many of us looked upon the 4-C designation as the ultimate insult because we 
considered ourselves law-abiding, patriotic Americans. Hundreds joined to send 
petitions to Washington requesting that we be given the opportunity to serve in the 
armed forces in any capacity, if only to demonstrate our love of country.

On February first, 1943, President Roosevelt issued another Executive Order in 
which he stated, “The principle on which this country was founded and by which it 
has always been governed is that Americanism is a matter of mind and heart; 
Americanism is not, and never was, a matter of race or ancestry,” and authorized the 
establishment of a special combat team of Japanese Americans. This was the birth of 
the 442nd Regimental Combat Team.

The response to this order was immediate and astounding. In Hawaii, nearly 
85% of the eligible Japanese American men responded, and, to the surprise of many, 
more than 1,200 Japanese American men who were held in internment camps stepped 
forward to volunteer.

We were shipped to Mississippi for our training. Before we were finished, our 
older brothers in the 100th Infantry Battalion were sent to Italy to fight in some of the
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bloodiest campaigns: the battle of Mount Cassino and Anzio Beach. As history has 
shown, the men of the 100th Infantry Battalion demonstrated extraordinary bravery, 
and in so doing suffered extraordinary casualties. The casualties were so high the 
100th Battalion was called the “Purple Heart Battalion.”

In the spring of 1944, the 442nd Regimental Combat Team including the 100th 
Battalion began its journey northward on the Italian Peninsula. The rest is history — 
the battle of Hill 140, the crossing of the Arno River, the battle of Bruyeres, the rescue 
of the “Lost Battalion,” and the liberation of the Dachau Concentration Camp, to 
name a few. Although the 442nd Regimental Combat Team initially consisted of 
approximately 4,500 officers and men, during the year of almost nonstop combat, the 
casualties were so high that when the war ended more than 12,000 officers and men 
had gone through the ranks. The turnover was nearly three times the original 
number. Among the thousands of decorations awarded to members of the Regimental 
Combat Team were 21 Medals of Honor, 7 Presidential Unit Citations, 52 
Distinguished Service Crosses, 560 Silver Stars, 4,000 Bronze Stars, and 9,486 Purple 
Hearts. A total of 18,143 individual decorations were awarded to the 442nd 
Regimental Combat Team, earning it the distinction of being the most decorated unit 
in U.S. military history for its size and length of service.

“The Battle of the Lost Battalion” is viewed as one of the ten most important 
events in the history of the United States Army. A painting depicting this battle hangs 
in the hails of the Pentagon. The names of those who served and made the ultimate 
sacrifice in this battle are engraved on this memorial. These men stand together with 
many others who served in the Military Intelligence Service and in other capacities. 
The men who served in the Pacific had the most difficult assignment: they were called 
upon to do battle with men from their ancestral land.

This journey that began on December 7,1941, has taken nearly 60 years. It has 
been a journey of many tears and many sacrifices, but also one of many victories. The 
brightest page in this journey occurred on August 10,1988, when President Ronald 
Reagan signed into law the Civil Liberties Act of 1988 which provided for restitution 
of a token sum to those interned as a result of Executive Order 9066. This law also 
acknowledged the wrongs our government had committed, and, most important, 
issued an apology. No other country has ever issued a similar apology to its citizens. 
It demonstrated the greatness of our nation. It was a proud moment for all of us. It 
made us all stand taller with the knowledge that we were all part of a great and 
magnificent country.

The dedication of this Memorial to Japanese American Patriotism during 
World War II is the end of a journey that began in darkness and ended in brilliant 
glory. It stands together with the other National Capitol Area Park System memorials
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along the National MalL.

Today, we join the great memorials honoring George Washington, Thomas 
Jefferson, Abraham Lincoln, Franklin Delano Roosevelt, the Korean Conflict 
veterans, and the Vietnam Conflict veterans. I believe those whose names are 
inscribed for posterity on our memorial should be smiling and saying, “it was worth 
it.”
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Date: 6/28/01 6:45 PM
Sender: Sally Watanabe
Subject:SCHEDULE, 6/29

FRIDAY, JUNE 29

11:30 LUNCHEON

1:30 OPENING & MEMORIAL WALK THROUGH, 
NATIONAL MEMORIAL TO PATRIOTISM

3:30- RECEPTION, NATIONAL MEMORIAL TO 
5:00 PATRIOTISM, HOLIDAY INN, 415 NEW

JERSEY AVENUE, NW

5:30- RECEPTION, BLUE RIBBON PANEL, NATIONAL 
6:30 MUSEUM OF AMERICAN HISTORY, ROOF

TERRACE



SCENARIO

NATIONAL JAPANESE AMERICAN MEMORIAL FOUNDATION 
RIBBON CUTTING CEREMONY

Date: Friday, June 29, 2001

Time: 1:30 - 2:00 pm

Location: Memorial Site
New Jersey, Louisiana and D Streets

Speakers: (In order of appearance):

Congressman Robert Matsui, Master of Ceremonies 
Bishop Roy I. Sano
Senator Daniel Inouye
Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta

Draft 
Scenario:

1:27 pm Speakers are seated on Dais
Offstage announcer introduces Congressman Robert Matsui as Master of 
Ceremonies.

1:30 pm Congressman Robert Matsui [1 min.]
Asks guests to rise for the Presentation of Colors and singing of the 
National Anthem.

1:31 pm Presentation of Colors [2 minutes]
U.S. Army Color Guard presents the colors.

1:33 pm National Anthem [3 minutes]
The singing of the National Anthem, led by Soloist Dr. Noriku Hunter.

1:36 pm Congressman Matsui
Asks audience to remain standing for the invocation.

1:36 pm Bishop Roy I. Sano [1 minute]
Delivers invocation.

1:37 pm Retirement of Colors [1 minute]

1:38 pm Congressman Matsui [4 minutes]
Acknowledges VIP guests (Lt. Governor Maizie Hirono, NJAMF Board 
Chair Melvin Chiogioji, NJAMF Executive Director Cherry Tsutsumida). 
Introductory remarks. Introduces Senator Daniel Inouye.
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 Remarks on his personal experiences with the 442nd Regimental Combat 
Team and what he hopes visitors to the Memorial will take away with 
them.

1:47 pm Congressman Bob Matsui [1 min ] 
Introduces Secretary Norman Y. Mineta.

1:48 pm Secretary Norman Mineta [6 minutes]
Delivers keynote address, speaking on behalf of the Administration about 
the importance and significance of the National Japanese American 
Memorial to Patriotism. At conclusion of his remarks, he invites the 
speakers to join him at the entrance for the ribbon cutting.

1:54 pm

1:56 pm

Ribbon Cutting [2 minutes]
As Paul Matisse’s bell tolls, Secretary Mineta, accompanied by 
Congressman Matsui and Senator Inouye, cut the ribbon to officially open 
the Memorial.

Wreath Laying [4 minutes]
Senator Inouye then leads two Japanese-American veterans carrying a 
wreath that is laid at the foot of the wall inscribed with the names of those 
who died in defense of the nation. As the wreath is laid, two individuals, 
representing the ten internment camps, step up and ring the Matisse bell.

2:00 pm Ceremony concludes



FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE
June 6, 2000

Contact: Jennifer Devlin
Kimberly Brock
202-408-0808

NATIONAL JAPANESE AMERICAN MEMORIAL OPENS TO PUBLIC JUNE 29, 2001 
Secretary of Transportation Norman Mineta, Senator Daniel Inouye and 

Congressman Robert Matsui take part in Ribbon Cutting Ceremony

WASHINGTON, DC—Secretary of Transportation Norman Y. Mineta, Senator Daniel 
Inouye (D-HI) and Congressman Robert Matsui (D-CA) join members of the Japanese American 
community at a ribbon cutting officially opening the National Japanese American Memorial to 
Patriotism on Friday, June 29, 2001 at 1:30 pm.

Located some 600 yards north of the Capitol between Louisiana and New Jersey 
Avenues and D Street NW, near Union Station, the National Japanese American Memorial 
honors the patriotism of Japanese Americans during World War II. Over 30,000 Japanese 
Americans served in the U.S. military in the 522nd Field Artillery Battalion, 442nd Regimental 
Combat Team, 100th Infantry Battalion, and Military Intelligence Service—earning over 9,000 
Purple Heart medals—while over 120,000 Japanese American men, women and children were 
held in remote internment camps and under military rule in Hawaii.

The ribbon cutting ceremony will also include ten representatives of the internment 
camps who will each ring the Memorial’s cylindrical bell as a wreath is laid at the foot of a 
granite wall inscribed with the names of the Japanese-Americans who lost their lives in battle.

Lined by cherry trees, the Memorial, designed by architect Davis Buckley, incorporates 
granite walls inscribed with the names of the ten internment camps, key quotes from Japanese 
American history, and names of the more than 800 Japanese Americans who died in service 
during World War Il. A central space contains Nina Akamu’s 14-foot bronze sculpture depicting 
two cranes straining for freedom against barbed wire. A pool of moving water includes five rocks 
evoking both the generations of Japanese Americans and their island origins. Nearby, visitors 
can sound the Paul Matisse-designed cylindrical bell, a call to reflection.

Advance Press Tours of the Memorial will take place on June 20 and June 21st by appointment 
only. The Memorial's Designer Davis Buckley, sculptors Nina Akamu and Paul Matisse, and 
representatives of the National Japanese American Memorial Foundation will be available to answer 
questions and provide guided tours. To arrange an appointment, please contact Jennifer Devlin 
or Kimberly Brock at 202-408-0808.

The National Japanese American Memorial can be reached by Metro (red line to Union 
Station.) For more information or to make a donation, contact the National Japanese American 
Memorial Foundation at 202-861-8845 or on the Web at www.niamf.org.

Media Notes: To receive a full press kit, archival or model photos, or b-roll in advance of the ceremony, 
please call Kimberly Brock at 202-414-0773. Interview opportunities exist with members of the National 
Japanese American Memorial Foundation, internees, Japanese-American World War Il veterans, as well 
as the designers, artists and craftspeople behind the Memorial.

http://www.niamf.org

