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M A Meetmg Place For Our
Opinions. .

And Yours

BREWED

By Jojo Dass

Rain !

I feel good when it rains.

Others feel gloomy about overcast skies and a steady downpour.

Not me.

1 feel great about it.

I think I can say that the rain has, through time, become an integral
part of me.

During my childhood days, [ remember sneaking out one afternoon
from the window to join my peers and run wildly into the rain.

It's liberating to be part of a natural process that seem to pull the
heavens closer down here.

We would run, jump, laugh, and then later on help push cars stranded
in knee- or waist-deep floods that almost always accompany such
downpour in Manila,

[ got a good spanking from my mom when I got back hours later.

She kept telling me about “monsters” inside open street manholes
that “"gobble kids.”

In my latter years, I didn"t mind walking in the rain on my way home,
smoking cigaretles, even singing as the bumper-to-bumper traffic
inches its way across the metropolis.

Saipan gave something about the rain that, I guess. will stay with me
for a long while: Its oddity.

During my first few days on the island, I remember running out into
the rain from my room only to return shortly because it was gone just
as [ was enjoying it.

I swear I thought the rain was playing tricks on me because when I
finally got back to my room, it poured down again.

And so, yours truly went to his wet pair of shorts and ran out.

But it was gone and the sun came out soon as I-was there, arms
stretched and ready to sing Eurythmic’s “‘Here Comes the Rain Again.”

“What ... 77 [ raised. “Did somebody turn it off?”

I stood it out and waited until I felt so stupid I finally opted to take
a shower by the bathroom and forget about dancing in the rain.

It was pouring down hard by the time [ was done.

*Oh no,” I said. *Your not going to get me this time.”

So, with a slight foolish grin, I sat down with a cup of coffee waiting
until the rain suddenly stops again.

It did not.

Once, while staring at the rain from inside the Variety office, I recall
seeing an old man nearby laughing silently by himself when the sun
suddenly came out and the downpour did not stop until it thinned out
several minutes later.

“Only on Saipun,” the man told me.

Yup.

I'think it’s only on Saipan where you can end up driving down a road
and see a portion having a downpour while the other remains blistering
hot.

In fact, I've driven down Middle Road at a time when it was raining
thick as soup by the CMG junction but was surprised to see that the
weather was just fine at Gualo Rai, a few hundred meters away. It was
raining again when I got to Garapan.

Once, while on my way to the office from San Vicente, [ noticed a
slightdrizzle that Irightfully thought would soon become a downpour.

[ tried to race against it.

[ 1old myself, it won’t be raining at CMG.

I was right,

But the rain seemed to keep following me, it made me feel like the
cloud was just above my car.

[ would have liked itexcept that I prefer a long steady downpour than
a “'protracted™ one, as a friend once quipped.

So, I took 4 cut down Beach Road, predicting that at the rate things
are going, it may soon be raining along Middle Road as well.

[ was right!

On Beach Road meanwhile, the sun was shining just fine.

Until the rain came.

I waus driving smoothly near the Quartermaster arca when big drops
started falling on my windshield.

Soon, visibility was reduced.

It turned out to be a heavy downpour waiting for me.

I would have stepped out instead and take it for all it’s worth.

I felt sorry I can’t.

I had work to do.

Well, I love the rain.

And I wish it would stay here longer.

Rain !
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JACK ANDERSON and JAN MOLLER

WASHINGTON MERRY-GO-ROUND

FCC office dispute is costing taxpayers

THE LATE President John F. Kennedy once fa-
mously referred to Washington as a town of *“north-
em charm and southern efficiency.” Nowhere is
that quip more aptly illustrated than in the eight-
year struggle over a new headquarters building for
the Federal Communications Commission.

You'd be hard-pressed to find a federal agency
that’s busier than the FCC. The agency regulates
everything from telephone companies and wireless
netwarks to the broadcast and cable industries, all
of which have grown rapidly inrecent years. When

.Congress passed a far-reaching telecommunica-

tions actin 1996, it was the FCC that had to interpret
the new rules.

Yet the agency that regulates such a huge chunk
of America’s economy keeps crossing its wires on
the simple matter of an office move. And sofarit’s
costing taxpayers $45,000 a day.

It was more than a decade ago — 1987 — when
FCC officials realized they’d soon need new digs.
The agency, then and now, was spread out between
eightdifferent buildings in downtown Washington.
Congress soon authorized the government’s real-
estate manager, the General Services Administra-
tion, to start accepting bids for new office space.

The GSA soon settled on Portals I, an unfinished
office development near the city’s southwest wa-
terfront. It’s an attractive property in many respects
— including its close proximity to Capitol Hill and
other federal agencies. Except for one detail: It's
not in downtown, where most of the big-name
lobbyists hang their hats and the capital’s best
power-lunch restaurants can be found. For the
well-connected Washingtonian, the southwest
waterfront might as well be Topeka.

All of a sudden, the new office space didn’t
Jook as attractive to the FCC. Nor did the pros-
pect of losing a top tenant please the agency's
current landlord, developer Charles E. Smith,
who collects more than $1 million a month from

the FCC. Smith’s properties also house many of

the lawyers and lobbyists whose jobs revolve
around the FCC and who don’t want to take a cab
across town to have lunch with their favorite
bureaucrats.

Several FCC officials publicly objected to the
move and tried to pull out of the deal, citing
restaurant proximity as a legitimate reason why
the FCC should stay put.

But time was working in the FCC's favor. It

had been five years since the agency had submit-
ted thetr space requirements, and Congress had
considerably expanded their regulatory powers.

The FCC upped its space requirement by 75,000

square feet, which led the GSA to try to cancel the
Portals deal.

It was around that iime that an army of lawyers
got involved and the legal briefs began to fly. On
one side was the developer Smith, and the Federal
Communications Bar Association, both of which
retained the powerful Patton Boggs law firm.

But the Portals folks took things a step further.
First they enlisted Franklin Haney, a Tennessee
real-estate tycoon and major Democratic contribu-
tor, as a partner in the deal. Haney then promptly
hired two big-name lobbyists to help him close the
deal: Peter Knight, a former staffer for Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore, and James Sasser, a former Tennes-
see senator who's now ambassador to China.

With Knight and Sasser on board, Haney soon
got his way. In 1996, the GSA signed a 20-year
lease on the Portals building under terms that were
highly favorable to Haney. Included in the deal
was a provision that the government would start
paying rent on the property onJuly 1, 1997, regard-
less of whether the FCC had moved in.

On the same day that the lease was signed,
however, Haney paid Knight and Sasser a fump

sum of $1 million for their lobbying efforts, which

included many expensive lunches with officials at
GSA and the FCC.

And that’s where Congress got involved. Re-
publicans on Capitol Hill suspect that the $1 mil-
lion payment was a “‘contingency fee” paid to
Knightand Sasser only if the lease got signed (both
men deny the charge), which would make the
payment illegal.

Stuck in the middle of this battle of wills is the
poor old FCC, which has enough to do trying to
keep phone companies and cable operators honest.
The GSA, in an effort to force the FCC to move,
has cancelled its lease with Charles E. Smith. But
Congress, has refused to give the FCC any money
for the move until its investigation is complete.
The regulators might soon be homeless.

And while the two sides keep bickering, Ameri-
can taxpayers are currently paying rent on two
major office locations— the vacant Portals and the
soon-to-be-vacant downtown digs.

Says a frustrated Ken Vest, a spokesman for
Haney: “Washington D.C. is the only place in the
world where a public agency could use taxpayers
money to fight a move it wanted in the first place
justbecause it's notlocated in a trendy enough part
of town,” he told our reporter Ashley Baker. “This
really is shameless.”

Copyright 1998, United Feature Syndicate, Inc.
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~ Tasi Tours reports 55% income fall

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THE INCOME of Tasi Tours and
Transportation, Inc. dropped by
55 percent for the period of April
to June compared to the same
period last year, the Variety
learned yesterday.

Koki Narita, Tasi Tours presi-
dent, said the significant drop was
mainly attributed to the Asian
economic crisis because the num-

ber of tourists coming tothe CNMI
did not change so much as com-
pared with previous year.

“We analyze that the reason
why our income has dropped so
low is mainly because of the drop

in the value of yen,” said Narita

referring to the first fiscal year
period (April to June 1998).

On the other hand, Narita said,
the number of visitors on
Managahalsland handled by Tast

Tours declined by 25 percent for
the same period.

The Maifiagaha income, he
added, has decreased by 30 per-
cent, with the sales of gift shop
being most affected, falling by 35
percent.

“*Our questionnaire reported to
us that one of the tourists was
complaining that his family had
to pay more than 50,000 yen in
case of afamily of four if they buy

14 firms show interest in RFP
for Marpi landfill project contract

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
AT LEAST 14 firms yesterday
showed up at the pre-proposal
conference organized by the
Tenorio administration’s task
force on solid waste manage-
ment for its sanitary landfill
project and they did not ask
many questions, its deputy chair
Timothy Villagomez said.

“Iwasreally impressed,” said
Villagomez in an interview
shortly after the conference.
“There were notmany questions
which means that the task force
has done a tremendous job in
putting together (the project’s
scope of work).”

At the same time, Villagomez
said the task force’s selection com-
mittee has finally arrived at a pos-
sible candidate for the position of
municipal waste manager.

“We....have areport from our
selection committee that they
have narrowed these candidates
to one, from three to one and
that they will be talking with
this individual to offer the job,”
said Villagomez.

“I believe,” he added, “that
the selection committee was
capable of researching back-
grounds of the three (appli-
cants).”

There were originally seven
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applicants to the post.

The program manager will be
tasked to “develop, manage and
implement an integrated munici-
pal waste management program”
for Saipan, Tinian and Rota.

Meantime, Villagomez said he
“envision that there is going to be
alot more (interested firms)” that
will be purchasing the landfill
project’s scope of work put out by
the Department of Public Works
(DPW), the agency spearheading
the project.

The scope of work, contained
inapackage of documents, can be
bought for $500.

The scope of work for the
landfill project includes:

* Value-engineering prior (to)
design;

* Complete design of a solid
waste disposal facility to com-
ply with provided specifica-
tions;

* Prepare construction bid
documents consisting of plans
and specifications;

* Develop project cost esti-
mates; and

* Include options for bid
evaluation assistance and con-
struction management services.

The pre-proposal conference
was done in connection with a
request for proposal (RFP) re-
cently announced by the task
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PRE-SEASON GAME
DALLAS VS. NEW ENGLAND
TUESDAY, AUGUST 18TH
@ 9:00 PM
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force.

The RFP closes on Aug. 31
where interested firms are to
submit their offers to the CNMI
Office of Procurementand Sup-
ply, according to Pamela
Mathis, Utilities public infor-
mation officer.

The sanitary landfill project
is meant to enable government
to premanently close down the
Puerto Rico dumpsite.

“WHEN BUILDING WITH WOOD, DON'T WORRY BE HAPPY”
PROTECT AGAINST TERMITES AND TYPHOONS BY USING CONWOOD'S USS.

Koki Narita

optional tour of sea walker. It is a
big burden for the father of the
family,” said the Tasi Tours presi-
dent.

Narita also stated that the total
number of Japanese tourists
handled by Japan Travel Bureau
(JTB), parent company of Tasi
Tours and Pacific Micronesian
Tours, was 22,348 ora 10 percent
drop for the same months com-
pared to last year.

To address the problem, Narita

CONWOOD PRODUCTS, 'INC

// Tel: 235-3501/2 Fax 235 3503 Cha!an Laulau . Open 8 5 Mon-Sat

P T T RS 0 K50 A TN e 31

TREATED LBR AND USP LUMBER CONNECTORS.

TERMITE TERMINATOR LBR
US TERMITE TREATED LUMBER

said, the company has been ag-
gressively promoting the tourism
industry in Japan and also giving
20 to 30 percent discounts.

According to a recent JTB sur-
vey, the reasons for the drop in the
number of overseas travelers are
recession and sluggish demand
for Asia.

JTB said the Japanese economy
went into arapid decline from the
end of last year, with falling per-
sonal incomes and reduced con-
sumption.

JTB explained that of destina-
tions in Asia, North America,
Europe, Oceania and others, the

largest numbers of tourists nor-
mally visit Asia.

However, among Asian desti-
nations, JTB said, the numbers
visiting Hong Kong dropped by
60 percentof their level the previ-
ous year after it reverted to China
in 1997.

The unrest in May, the JTB
report said, temporarily prevent-
ing tourist visits to Indonesia, and
the after-effects of the Asian eco-
nomic crisis, both exerted down-
ward pressure on numbers.

TYPHOON TERMINATOR
LUMBER CONNECTORS
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PSS budget cut by $1.5M

By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
A LEGISLATOR yesterday as-
sured students, parents and
teachers that a lower budget for
the Public School System for
fiscal year 1999-2000 will not
affect the agency’s operations,
particularly in the area of stu-
dent services.

Due to the government-wide
austerity measures. the proposed
1999 budget for PSS is only
about $41 million or $1.5 mil-
lion less than the current year’s
budget of $42.5 million.

PSS originally proposed a $50

Heinz Hofschneider

By Ferdie de 1a Torre
Variety News Staff

DFW looks into a
possible ‘fish kill’

HUNDREDS of dead fish were found yesterday morning at the
beach near Aqua Resort Club in Achugao, according to the Depart-
ment of Lands and Natural Resources.

DLNR Information Officer Marianne Concepcion said' when
personnel from the Division of Fish and Wildlife responded to a call
about the incident, the fish, of the Spotted Nose Fish variety, were
seen on the sand and shallow waters.

Concepcion told the Variety that the dead spotted nose fish have
grown about three and a half inches.

Concepcion said the DFW requested the Division of Environmen-
tal Quality to test the waters in the area for possible contamination.

“We’re still looking into the matter,” said the information officer,
adding that it is the first time the DFW is investigating incident
involving such kind of fish specie.

Observers believed that the fish were probably not poisoned

] because only those of “spotted nose™ kind were only affected.

million budget.

“Traditionally, the PSS bud-
get should increase every year
but because of the austerity
measures that are currently in
place, it wentdown,” said Cong.
Heinz Hofschneider, chairman
of the House committee on
health, education and welfare.

He remarked that despite low-
ered budget, PSS will be able to
maintain its operations by re-
structuring internal expenditure
such as freeze hiring of non-
teaching personnel, less travel
expenses, curtailment of unnec-
essary overtime pay and having

an hourly wage contract for
teacher aides.

He added that the austerity
measures and restructuring of
internal expenses will bring
down the budget to $41 million
“without impacting on opera-
tions.”

“By restructuring internal ex-
penditure, they’ll be able to con-
tinue meeting the current level
of expectations without impact-
ing the services.

“The key is any reductiondoes
not translate to disruption of
services,” Hofschneider told the
Variety.

The legislator said hiring
teacher aides on an hourly con-
tract basis, or only when their
assistance is needed, will trans-
late to ** a little over a million
dollar in savings” for PSS.

There are currently 188
teacher aides who are offered a
two-year contract based on a
six-hour daily basis for 180 days
a year.

Hofschneider also said that
the headstart schools should not
be impacted by the new scheme
in hiring non-teaching person-
nel since they are federally
funded.

Teno vetoes traditional games bill

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
has rejected a legislation which
seeks to grant temporary li-
censes to operators of traditional
games such as bingo, batu and
cockfight on Saipan in a 60-day
period at a very minimal fee.

Tenorio mentioned numerous
concerns with House Local Bill
11-01, including the issuance
of temporary licenses for non-
profit community events like
fiesta, legal and traditional holi-
days and holy days for up to 60
days.

**As this bill is currently writ-
ten, it is possible that between
fiestas, legal and traditional
holidays, there could exist sev-
eral diffes@ut-cockfight loca-
tions with temporary licenses
all year-round,” the governor
stressed.

He pointed out the discrep-
ancy between the fee for a tem-
porary license which, he said, is
very minimal and the average
fee for an annual cockpit license
pegged at close to $30,000.

Although the legislation re-
stricts the issuance of more than
two annual license for each cat-
egory of traditional gaming, it

Pedro P. Tenorio

guarantees a 60-day period for
the permit, charging only $500
for cockpit; $200 each for batu
and bingo.

“I doubt if anyone would pay
such ahigh fee when other cock-
fights could be conducted on a
year-round basis for a lot less.”
Tenorio said.

He cited a provision in the bill
which requires that members of
the proposed Saipan Traditional
Gaming Board be compensated
as another gray area since there
was no mention as to where the
funding will be sourced from.

“It is not clear what source of
funding is to be used to com-
pensate the members,” he said,

adding that Sections 3612 and
2614 of the legislation appears
to authorize licensees to sell al-
coholic beverages at any time a
cockpit or batu is held.

This is not permissible, ac-
cording to Tenorio, as only the
Department of Commerce may
determine who receives a li-
cense to sell alcoholic bever-
ages and under what terms and
conditions a licensee may oper-
ate.

Section 3612 of the bill gives
the licensee the authority to de-

termine the hours and days of

operation of the traditional
forms of gaming, while Section
3614 empowers the licensee to
sell alcoholic and non-alcoholic
beverages during cockpit and
batu games. But they are not
allowed to sell alcoholic drinks
while bingo games are in opera-
tion.

The governor also explained
that mandating the Board of

- Public Land to designate suit-

able government land to be
placed in the jurisdiction of the
Mayor of Saipan for the opera-
tion of cockpits is not permis-
sible since BPL has constitu-
tional and statutory guidelines
which it has to follow.

Let’s Do Lunch

Fresh and delicious!

Home-made soups, quiche, pastas, -
sandwiches and much more. -

Enjoy your lunch in our comfortable dining room with an ocean view.
: If you think that all this has to be expensive...

Think again!
Our Lunch Menu Ranges from 34, 95 to $8.95

Call 235-BARK for more information
(Located in the Gold Beach Hotel, Beach Rd., South Garapan)

Carolinian community divided
on Managaha ‘commercialization’

By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
CAROLINIAN Affairs Direc-
tor Frank Rabauliman said yes-
terday the views of Carolinian
community members are still
dividedinthe issue of Managaha
Island commercialization.

Rabauliman based his obser-
vations on the active members
who came and participated in
the community meeting last
Thursday.

“But I am not sure on other
folks who did not come to the
community meeting regarding
the business proposals on the
Managaha (Island). Those
people have yet to express and
air their concerns because itis a
sensitive issue for the whole

community.”

Those who attended the meet-
ing were Reprentatives Melvin
Faisao and Max Olopai, Tony
Pellegrino of Managaha Island
Trust Corporation, Lino Olopai
and about thirty other people
from the Carolinian community.

The resultof last week's meet-
ing, according to Rabauliman,
is that the Carolinian Affairs
Office will wait until all docu-
ments of different bidders are
made public.

“After the bids are nrade pub-
lic, that is the only time we can
review everything and present
itto the community,” continued
Rabauliman said.

Rabauliman stressed that

some Cdxohnmn people is still

not definite in their decision
with the commercialization of
the island of Managaha. The
community are still waiting for
other bidders to scrutinize the
various proposals, he said.

“But I am hoping that who-
ever the winning bidder s, they
must value the culture of the
local people because it is a sa-
cred ground for us, Carolinians.
Our Chief Aghurubw is buried
there. Like what Tasi Tours has
done today, they left the back
part (where Aghurubw is
buriend) under developed to pay
respects to the Carolinian tradi-
tion. They limited the develop-
ment and recreations at the front
part of the island,” said
Rabauliman.
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JTPA’s Nogis accused of
physical abuse of child

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE ADMINISTRATOR of the
Job Training Partnership Act has
been accused of physically abus-
ing a minor.

In a complaint filed in the Su-
perior Court, the Attorney
General’s Office (AGO) alleged
that Felix R. Nogis “‘engagedinor
attempted to engage in acts of
physical abuse of a child under
18, who was in his custody.

The complaint did not mention
the relationship of the child to
Nogis.

Nogis has been summoned to
appear before the court on Aug.
31

Asked for a comment, Nogis
said “There are circumstances that
led to this,” but did not elaborate.

Felix R. Nogis

He added, however, that he
would “‘explain it to the court.”

In anothercourtcase, three men
are facing theftof services charges
for failing to pay their night club
bill.

Accused are Mamerto B.
Buada, 48, Iraneo C. Chavoso, 42

3 hurt in collision;
juvenile driver held

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
POLICE have arrested the driver of
a pick-up truck that slammed onto a
sedan on Beach Road near the 13
Fishermen Memorial, causing inju-
ries to three persons.

Departrment ofPublic Safety (DPS)
spokesperson Rose T. Ada said the
driver, a teenager, was arrested for
exceeding the maximum speed limit,
for failure to possess a valid driver’s

‘license, and for reckless driving.

Citingawitness’saccount, Adasaid
the 1997 Nissan pick-up wastraveling
northbound at around 2 a.m. Sunday
when it hit a southbound 1998 Kia
Avelia, which was making a left tum
into the inner section of the road.

Ada said the pick-up’s driver
“slammed on the brakes” to avoid
the collision, but it was already too

late.

The pick-up driver, according to
the witness, was driving at “high
speed.” '

The Kia’sdriver, Song YunSang,
28, suffered alaceration tothe right
side of his head, while his passen-
ger Woo Chul Lee, 26, sustained
laceration to the right side of his
head, abrasions on the forehead, in-
juries to the left shoulder, and super-
ficial laceration to the back of his
head.

Both Song and Woo are employed
by Hansae garmentfactory, Adasaid.

For his part, the pick-up’s passen-
ger,Darrell C.Sablan, 19,complained
of chest pains.

Thethree werebroughttothe Com-
monwealth Health Center (CHC),
where Song and Woo are “under
observation,” Ada said.

and Ranilo M. Soriano, 32. All
are Chalan Kanoa residents.

According to the AGO com-
plaint, on or about May 26, the
three allegedly “ordered several
beverages while at Minami Club
andexited without paying forsaid
beverages.”

Their alleged bill amounted to
less than $250.

A trial has been scheduled on
Aug. 24.

Winchell’s bandit strikes again

By Jacob Leon Guerrero

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA —A 19-year-cld fe-
male cashier of Winchell’s in
Tamuning was punched in the face
by an unknown assailant in a rob-
bery last Sunday.

According to PIO Larry Flores,
of the Guam Police Department,
the suspect entered the shop, and
placed several itemsonthecounter,
when the cashier opened the cash
register she was struck by the sus-
pect. |

The man took an undetermined
amountof money from the register
and fled on foot in an unknown
direction.

Flores stated that due to the na-
ture of the crime, GPD s looking at
the possibility thatthe suspectmight
alsoberesponsibleforthe robberies
of the other Winchell’s establish-
ments on Guam.

The woman sustained bruising
andswellingtoherlefteye. She was
treated at the scene.

The suspect is described to be
male, possibly local, between 5°7"
and 5°9" tall, with a medium build
and a light to fair complexion. He
waswearingawhite T-shirt, awhite
base-ball cap, and dark trousers.

If you have any information you
may call GPD at 472-8911 or
CRIMESTOPPERS at477-HELP.

NOSTIC LABORATORY SERvICES, INC. / SATPAN

IS NOW LOCATED AT

Istanp Commercial CENTER BuiLping A, and FrLoor
MippLe Roan, Gararan, Saipan
Y
PaoNE: (670) 235-0233
Hours: MoONDAY THRU FRIDAY 7330 A.M. - 4538 PM.
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New for 1999 -
List Your

E-Mail Address
and Website!

Call 682- 1030
(Voice mail messages

accepted after office hours) 3 m U @

Fax 235-8699

It’s time to place your ad, website and
e-mail address in “The Everything Pages”

The 1999
MTC Telephone
Directory

Each day lots of people are picking up the MTC Telephone Directory
to look for a number. They could be looking for you — but only if
you're listed! Make sure you are included in the most widely-read
publication in the CNMI. Call today!
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_ 8/1798

PURSUANTTO 1 CMC §9901, GOVERNOR PEDRO P. TENORIO, LT. GOVERNOR
JESUS R. SABLAN, AND THE BOARD OF PUBLIC LANDS, THROUGH THE
DIVISION OF PUBLIC LANDS (DPL) OF THE DEPARTMENT OF LANDS AND
NATURAL RESOURCES, ARE HEREBY GIVING NOTICE THAT THE SPECIAL
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF PUBLIC LANDS SCHEDULED ON FRIDAY,
AUGUST 14, 1998 WAS UNAVOIDABLY POSTPONED.

THE MEETING HAS BEEN RESCHEDULED FOR WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 19,1998
AT 5:30 M. AT PACIFIC GARDENIA EL SEGUNDO CONFERENCE ROOM IN
CHALAN KANOA.

AGENDA:

Roll Call

2. Adoption of Minutes

(a) February 5, 1998

Report of the Legal Counsel

Unfinished Business

(&) J.C. Tenorio (Tropical Laundry)-Land Exchange

{b) PKS Planning and Land Resources-Draft Lease Agreement

New Business

(a) Temporary Use Policy

{b) Marpi Landfill

{c) CTSI - Buyback Area (Change of Lessee)

(d) Business Within Designated Homestead

(¢) Homestead Grant 21950/21951: Clarification of Grant

(f) Bus Stop - Tanapag Arca

(g) Rep. Malua Peters - Request for designation of Lot No. 076D
16 for Youth Center Facility

6. Public Comments

7. Adjournment

e

5N

/s/TOMAS B. ALDAN
BPL, Chairman

The
wise reader

newspaper
and saves

because;

has it all!

PSS, Little League,

sued over ‘land use’

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
THE PUBLIC School System and
the Saipan Little League Baseball
have been sued for alleged tres-
passing on private land.

In a complaint filed yesterday in
the Superior Court, Xiao Hui Gan
Hicksand Gan Li Qunare accusing
PSS and the Little League of using
the lot they have leased near the
San Vicentebaseball field forbase-
ball competition “very often with-
out the owner’s consent.

Hicks, who is the attorney-in-
fact for Gan, said the lot has been
offered for lease since 1996, but
PSS and the Little League alieg-

edly “put restrooms and a water
tank on the land, and began using
it” for parking whenever there is an
ongoing baseball game.

“I am trying to sell the lease of
the land, but how can buyers be-
lieve the land belongs to private
property?”’ Hicks’ complaint stated.

Buyers, according to Hicks, ““do
notbelieve thatwehave goodtitle.”

Hicks added, “I also have some
other land I wish to lease but (buy-
ers)are not interested because they
think that if I don’t have good title
to this land, then probably I don’t
have a goodtitle to the otherlands.”

Hicks’s complaint noted that a
land lease is for a maximum of 55

years only, “so therefore time is
very important forevery land lease
seller.”

“The Little League and PSS have

taken away our chance to lease this
land and our other lands and vio-
lated our private property,” the
complaint stated.

Hicks is demanding that the
Little League and PSS “pay us for
the above loss.”

“The US Constitution guaran-
tees equality and justice to all
people,” according to the com-
plaint.

“Now I’'m submitting this law-
suit.... Please follow the Bill of Rights
and the right to fair and speedy trial.”

By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
NEXT YEAR, there may be less
medical supplies for the hospital
if the proposed 1999 budget for
the Division of Public Health’s
medical supplies is approved at
only $245,000.

This proposed budgetis $2.75
million lower than thé current
year’s $3 million appropriation.

In view of this, Rep. Heinz
Hofschneider (R-Saipan,Pct. 3),
chairman of the House commit-

-tee onhealth, educationand wel-
fare said the health secretary may
have to curtail expenses in other

Medical supplies budget lowered

areas and redirect money tomedi-
cal supplies such as pharmaceuti-
cals.

“There are unnecessary items
and expenditures that, over the
strict guidance of the secretary,
canberestricted sothey can move
the money to medical supplies,”
Hofschneider told the Variety.

He said professional contracts
can be reduced and negotiated to
supplement the needed medical
supplies budget.

Medical supplies used to have
an annual budget of around $3
million.

“Having $245,000 appropria-

tion this year is something we
are concerned about. However,
I feel safe that a lot of money
can be reprogrammed during
the course of the yearso thatthe
secretary may have the discre-
tion to appropriate more money,
or seek supplemental funding
for this,” said Hofschneider.

The 1999 budget proposal for
the whole CNMI is still within
the House committee level.

Meanwhile, the proposed
1999 budget for the entire DPH
went down by $3.5 million, or
from $41,347,500 for the cur-
rent year to $37,849,600.

Teno open on tapping
more Chinese tourists

Pedro P. Tenorio

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR PedroP. Tenoriois
keeping an open door to propos-
als that will aggressively help the
government sell the Northern
Mariana Islands in other tourism
markets, including China and
Hong Kong.

But Tenorio said there has to be
acloserreview of tourism promo-
tional suggestions that may be
carried out by the Marianas Visi-
tors Authority, especially when it
involves tapping the huge market
from the mainland China.

He added that he is willing tosit
down with MVA officials to ex-
plore the possibilities of meeting
with Chinese officials to include
the Commonwealth in the list of
places that its citizens can visit.

“I would like to look into that. 1
still need to meet and discuss that

issue further with the board mem-
bers of the MVA. We will review
that proposal and weigh its ad-
vantages. We need to find out
what should we do,” he told re-
porters.

Tenorio said his administration
has been seriously considering
tapping various tourism markets,
other thanJapan and Korea which
are CNMI’sbiggest markets. “We
want to be able to tap everybody
who may want to visit us over
here.”

“Probably MV A feels that tour-
ists from China would like to visit
the CNMI. We will study the pro-
posal. MVA was entrusted to pro-
mote the CNMI so I will meet
with them and discuss the issue,”
he stressed.

MVA chair David M. Sablan
mentioned the value of being able
to tap the huge Chinese market as
he signified intentions to prod the
governorto make representations
with the People’s Republic of
China to include the CNMI in the
list of destinations that Chinese
nationals can visit.

Visitors from mainland China -

are allowed to come to the CNMI
by invitation. At present, the
CNMI government only allows
Chinese with Hong Kong identi-
fication cards or British passports
to visit the Northern Marianas.
Restrictive immigration proto-
col is hurting the Tinian Dynasty
Continued on page 22

Action group to -
‘address Guam’s. .

health problems

By Sara Grant

Variety News Staff
HAGATNA — A Health Priorities
Action Group has recently been set-
up to deal with island medical issues.
The group will be trying to tackle the
problems of nursing and physician
shortages, and exploring options for
building a new hospital.

Thetask force consistsof represen-
tatives from the Department of Men-
tal Healthand Substance Abuse, Pub-
lic Health, Guam Economic Devel-
opment Authority (GEDA), GMH
and other government and private
sector health care organizations.

Spokesperson for the govemor,
Ginger Cruz said the task force is an
atternpt to bring health care agencies
togethertofacilitate medical changes
more effectively.

According to Guam Memorial
Hospital administrator Tyrone
Taitano, the hospital has solicited
norninations fromthe community and
official appointments are being made
by the governor.

Taitanosays that planning needs to
take place now to address the short-
age of beds at the hospital.

“We have physical structure prob-
lems with GMH which makes it im-
possible to build higher, and we can’t
expand anymore into the lot because
we have parking problems,” he ex-
plained.

The health group is considering
building a hospital in Chalan Pago,
which might be funded through a

Continued on page 22
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By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
THE COMMONWEALTH Utili-
ties Corporation’s (CUC) ongoing
renovation of the Feeder IV power
server is now 95-percent done, CUC
information officer Pamela Mathis
said yesterday.

“It is almost complete... the lines
have to be put on the new poles and
thenthey (CUC crew) will havetodo
thelinepoweroutage,” said Mathis in
an interview,

The utilities agency was supposed
tocutoff power separately inaffected
areas at least four times until the end
of this month.

However, it canceled the sched-
uled sporadic outagessothat it can be
done all at the same time instead.

Mathis said CUC has yet to sched-
ule the cutage.

“We have to wait for them (CUC
crew) get... their poles up because we
were going to have power outage in
Sadog Tasi and then another power
outage in lower Sadog Tasi.

“What we are trying to do is get all
the work... final part all the way com-
pleted from the Cross Island road

through Capitol Hill through Sadog

Tasi done,” explained Mathis.

Built during the Trust Territory
days, Feeder IV, which distributes
powerfromCUC’s LowerBase plant
up to the Kagman areas, has been
considered the oldest power supply
system on the island.

Ttusually is the first to break down
during weather disturbances and re-
pair had to take days because the
lines are situated deep into for-
ested areas.

The renovation involved put-
ting down old'poles and erecting
new one nearer the road so that
repair will not have to take longer
time in case it breaks down again.

Government is rushing the
completion of the Feeder IV renova-
tionproject, whichstarted last year, in
time for the coming typhoon season
where possible disturbances are an-
ticipated.

" Feeder 4 rehab 95% done

CUC linemen install new power lines in Sadog Tasi to replace Saipan’s oldest distribution system, Feeder 4.

By Ferdie dela Torre

Variety News Staff
THE US District Court yesterday
sentenced a man to 12 months’ im-
prisonment for possession with in-
tent to deliver less than a gram of
crystal methamphetamine in 1995.

Judge Alex Munson said upon
release from jail, defendant
Armando F. Dela Cruz, a Filipino
worker, shall be turned over to im-

migration officials forimmediate de-
portation.

If no deportation proceedings oc-
cur, the judge said, DelaCruz shall be
placedinathree-yearsupervisedpro-
bation.

Dela Cruz will be required to sub-
mit to one urinalysis test within 15
days of his release and perform 200
hours of community work service as
among the conditions of supervised

probation.

Dela Cruz and counsel Timothy
Farrellentered aplea agreement with
the US government represented by
US Assistant Atty. David Wood.

The defendant pleaded guilty of
the charges.

Court documents showed that on
Nov. 3, 1995 Dela Cruz appeared at
the barracks of Raul Albelda with a
digital scale.

Thedefendantand Albeldaweighed
and repacked some of the “ice” that
they had smuggled in from the Philip-
pines, court papers stated.

Dela Cruz and Albelda each made
20 one gram “plates” of “joe™ for
distribution leaving some of the pack-
ages undivided for later distribution.

Dela Cruz told Albelda to keep 10
grams for the shipment for himself as
commission for having participated

Man gets 12 months in jail for ‘ice’ possession, intent to deliver

with the defendant.

Laterthatevening RicardolL Licop
appeared at the barracks of Albelda
and told the latter in the presence of
defendant, about a man who wanted
tobuy 15 grams.

Thatevening, Licop,JamesEspina,
Albelda, and Pacifico Bartolome,
actingtopethersold anddelivered 15
grams of “ice” to an undercover
police officer, court documents said.
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By Louie C. Alonso

Variety News Staff
THE NORTHERN Marianas
College’s Business Development
Center will conduct free work-

shops on computer and account-
ing programs in August 28 and 29
at Building W of As Terlaje Cam-
pus.

The free workshops are part of

‘For the Children ‘98’
to host photo contest

THE *‘For The Children Campaign” will host a photo contest open
to all NMI residents in October of this year.

Dubbed as “Year For The Children,” the focus of the contest is to
illustrate the importance of the children and to show ways to prevent
child abuse and neglect in the community.

The contest also hopes to illustrate the role that community plays
in raising healthy and productive children and families.

The contest have three categories. These categories include
Children (under the age of 12), Youth (ages 13 to 17), and adults
(over the age of 18). .

Participants are encouraged to take pictures that best illustrates the
theme and submit them in accordance with the contest rules. Me-
dium categories are divided into color prints, and black and white
prints. :
All prints must be mounted or otherwise affixed to a matte board
or heavy cardstock. The mount’s dimensions should not be less than
5X12 inches.

Continued on page 22
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the Center’s continuing series in
offering assistance and training
to local entrepreneurs and small
business owners and their staff.

“The - first workshop entitled
Adopting a Computerized Ac-
counting System is an introduc-
tory workshop for small business
owners or members of their staff
who have little or no accounting
knowledge but who are consider-
ing adopting a computerized ac-
counting system,” said BDC Di-
rector Jack Peters in a news re-
lease.

GOALS 2000
grant for PSS

down by $2M

By Haidee V. Eugenio

Variety News Staff
THE US Department of Educa-
tion has already approved the Pub-
lic School System’s yearly
GOALS 2000 grant, and will be
released by October this year, it
was learned.

PSS Federal Programs Officer
William P. Matson yesterday said
the GOALS 2000 grant which
will be received for next school
year went down by $2 million, or
from $137,000 last year to

Continued on page 22

According to Peters, the advan-
tages of using the computerized
system are better financial man-
agement of one’s business and
more timely and convenient cre-
ation of financial statements. The
first workshop begins from 2 pm
until 6 pm.

The second workshop entitled
“Introduction to Peach Tree Ac-
counting Software™ is intended
for people with accounting expe-
rience and those familiar with the
Microsoft Windows operating
system.

Participants for Peach Tree
workshop will learn hands-on in-

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you havea
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered contact Lalla at 234-6341

B

troduction to Peach Tree brand of
Accounting software. This work-
shop begins from 7 am to 5 pm.

Although the workshops are tar-
geted towards established small
business owners and their staff
and local entrepreneurs planning
to start a new business, members
of the general public are also in-
vited to attend the workshopsona
space-available basis.

The workshops are also free to
the public but pre-registration is
required. For further inquiries,
interested parties could reach
BDC Director Jack Peters and/or
Patty Aguon-Cruz at 235-1551.

Arts Council seeks poster design

THE Commonwealth Council for
Arts and Culture is currently plan-
ning the 9th Annual Micronesian
Crafts Exhibit scheduled to open
on September 4 through 26 at the
CNMI Gallery for Arts and Cul-
ture on Capitol Hill.

The ArtsCouncil is calling on all
interested artists to submit designs
for this year’s Micronesian Craft
Exhibit paper.

All designs must be submitted
no later than 4:30 pm today, Au-
gust 18 atthe Arts Council office.

A total of three (3) designs per
artist may be submitted.

All designs must include the

layout and design of the following
text: “9th Annual Micronesian
Crafts Exhibit.”

Designs must be done in three
(3) colors in addition to the color of
the paper.

Final posters willbe 16inchesby
20inches. Design may be any size
however, they must be to scale.

Photographs may also be sub-
mitted and consist of small prints
with acetate overlay of text or
hand rendered designs noting the
use of photography for final im-
age.

The selection of a design will be

Continued on page 22

tive attitude.

would love to have in class.

Camell Songsong, fifth-grade student from Mr.
Basa's class, is a wonderful and bright girl who has
all of the qualities of a top student. She is helpful,
friendly, hard-working, determined and has a posi-

Garapan School Stdente of the Week

Bernadme Montague, third-grade from Mrs.
Shaeffer’s class, is always cheerful and polite. She
is a good Ilstener follows directions and is always
prepared for class.

Jlana Camacho, second-grade student fromMrs. Michael Y.usi,
Jebehn’s class, a/ways comes to school on time
and always completes her homework and
classwork. She is a model student that any teacher

class.

sixth-grade student from Mrs.
Herrera’s class, demonstrates confidence and en-
thusiasm in tackling tasks presented to him. He
brings fresh ideas and a keen sense of humor to

Hard Rock Cafe Saipan opens

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
OBLIVIOUS tothe CNMI's gloomy
business climate, Hard Rock Cafe,
oneoftheworld’sbiggestfood chains,
opened Sunday with a promise to
provide an additional tourist attrac-
tion to Saipan,

Hundreds of guests were treated to
a two-day soft opening party which
ran untl yesterday, preluding the
restaurant’s actual business opera-
tion today.

“Onourfirstopening, we practiced
on each other,” general manager
Michael McGann said. “Half of the
staff served as bartenders and wait-
ers, and the other half came in as
guests. It was a sort of practice before
we open to the public so that we can
avoid any mistakes.”

Saipan’s Hard Rock Cafe, the 95th
branch worldwide, is housed in a
14,400-square foot facility in DFS
Galleria.

The restaurant, which caters clas-
sic American menu, can accommo-
date 370 diners at a time.

It features more than 400 items of
rock ‘n’ roll memorabilia, which
Hard Rock Cafe has beer: known for
since it was launched in London in

1971. A major attraction is a vintage
Cadillac hovering the bar.

Hard Rock Cafe has opened amid
the constant plunge in tourist arrivals
and economic depression that have
forced several businesses to close
shop. _

The CNMI’s economic predica-
ment, however, did not douse the
HardRockmanagement’soptimism.

“Other companies might have
backed out; we don’t operate that
way, “ McGann said, recalling that
the local economy was healthy when
the venture was planned two years
ago.

“We’re justfollowingthrough with
ourcommitment to bring Hard Rock
Cafe and add a major attraction to
Saipan,” McGann said in an inter-
view.

HardRock Cafe hashired 90work-
ers mostly from Guam and the Phil-
ippines.

“Idon’t know if it’s going to be an
economic savior to the Common-
wealth, but for sureit’s going to draw
people to the island,” McGann said.
“I think that Hard Rock Cafe adds to
the list of things that Saipan has to
offer, and the people don’thave to go
to Guam.”

The Around the Islands section covers community stories,
local events, and cultural activities. Should you have a
story you would like to share, or an event that needs to

be covered, contact Laila at 234-6341

Hard Rock Cafe managers, Bruce Smith (left) and Michael McGann.

Photo by Mar-Vic C. Munar

By Jacob Leon Guerrero
Variety News Staff

learning for Guam and its people.

to Guam’s youth.

pertaining to public service.

New scholarship created

HAGATNA — The University of Guam announced yesterday that anew
private scholarship is available to incoming students.

The Jane Kim Scholarship was established in memory of Jane Kim, a
civic leader, who was a victim of the Korean Airline accident last year.

JaneKimwasthe presidentof the Korean Women's Association. She was
instrumental in spearheading the effort toraise money fora computer room
at the Robert F. Kennedy Library at UOG.

According toher daughter Yuri Kim, the scholarship is aliving legacy of

Kimrecounted thather motherbelieved inthe value of education, and that
her mother led many programs geared to provide educational opportunities

According to UOGspokesman, JohnMorvant, the Jane Kim Scholarship
is the largest privately financed program at the University.

Inorder to beeligible applicants should have graduated in the top 10% or
their high school class, have a proven record of public service, attend UOG
full-time, and maintainacumulative gradepointaverage of 3.5, and takepart
in summer intemnships in the are of public service.

The scholarship offers $2,500 a year for four years, plus a $1,000stipend
in the summer. Applications will go through a selection committee consist-
ing of the three founding members of The Jane Wha-Young Kim Founda-
tion, the president of UOG, the governor, the President of the Korean
Woman's Association, a member of the business community.

Deadline for the first scholarship award is April 15, 1999, the recipient is
slated to be attending UOG for the 19992000 academic school year.

The scholarship is open to all students and any field of study at UOG

A vintage Cadlllac hovenng the bar is a major attraction at Hard Rock Cafe Saipan which opened Sunday
Photo by Mar-Vic C. Munar
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American Samoa urged

to bar pregnant aliens

PAGOPAGO (Pacnews)—Ameri-
can Samoa'’s immigration office has
beenurgedtoenforce apolicy barring
alien women who are six months
pregnant from entering the territory.

Chief Executive Officerofthe LBJ
Hospital Taufete’e John Faumuina
Junior says there’s been an increase
of non resident mothers giving birth
at the local hospital.

He says he believes that this is due

to lack of enforcement of an immi-
gration policy which prohibits alien
mothers who are in the last rimester
of pregnancy from entering the terri-
tory.

Mr Faumuina says the reason why
alien mothers want to give birth inthe
territory is so that their children will
have United States passports and be
entitled to benefits such as scholar-
shlps andacareerinthe U.S. mllnaxy

Man dles after drlnklng blnge

NUKU’ALOFA (Pacnews)—A
Tongan man has died while another
is fighting for hislife, after a drinking
binge using the lethal drink-mix of
wild mushroom.

Tupou Tatakamotonga, 26, died
last Friday due to an unknown cause.

Medical examinations revealed of
a deadly substance being present in
his body.

Tatakamotonga's friend Tevita
Finau who is in his twenties, is still
recovering at Vaiola Hospital.

Finau has admitted to his drinking
the deadly mushroom mix with Mr
Tatakamotonga.

The late Tatakamotonga is mar-
ried with 3 young children.

Police investigations continue into
the incident.

e ——
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S==e Elsewhere in the Paczﬁc

Fiji mourns

SUVA (Pacnews)—Condolence
messages have been flowing in
expressing shock and sadness on
the death of Fijian Association
Party leader Josevata
Kamikamica.

Kamikamica passed away at
1.30 Sunday morning afterashort
illness.

Prime Minister Sitiveni Rabuka
has described Kamikamica’s
death as an extra ordinary ex-
ample of a father devoted to his
family and a leader committed to
the service of his community.

Rabuka who is a first cousin of
Mr. Kamikamica says the FAP
leader will be a great loss to the
nation and all Fiji islanders.

Opposition leader Jai Ram
Reddy also paid tribute to

U.S. EEOC in Saipan

Representatives from the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity (EEOC) will be in Saipan
on August 18, 19, 20 and 21 to meet with and take complaints from employees who feel
that they have been discriminated against in employment because of national origin, sex
(including sexual harassment), age (over 40 years), race, color, religion or disability.

The EEOC is responsible for enforcing Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, the Age
Discrimination Act of 1967, the Equal Pay Act of 1963 and the Americans with
Disabilities Act of 1990.

If you believe that you have been sexually harassed, denied employment, denied a
promotion. denied benefits, denied wages, denied leave (including pregnancy leave),
subjected to differential terms and conditions of employment, disciplined or discharged
because of your national origin, sex, age (over 40 years), race, religion, color or disability,
you can speak with a representative from the EEOC on August 18,.19, 20 and 21 from 8:00
a.m. to 5:00 p.m., at Horiguchi Building, 3rd Floor, U.S. Wage & Hour Office. If you
would like further information, please call (670) 233-0740. You do not need to be a U.S.
Citizen to file an EEOC discrimination charge.

Phylhs Benavente
Atalig Leuta
“Eling”

November 1, 1964 - August 14, 1998
of Dandan was called to her eternal rest at the age of 33.

She is pre-deceased by her L=
MATERNAL GRANDPARENTS PATERNAL GRANDPARENTS
Ignacio & Rita Benavente Guillermo & Juana Quitugua Atalig
AUNT UNCLE COUSIN

Frances B. Camacho

Magdalena Benavente Domingo Q. Atalig
Her Spirit and Memories will live in the hearts of her:

HUSBAND: Masina Leuta

CHILDREN:  Phyllisina, Vaaia, Tanielu & Tavita

MOTHER: Maria Benavente Atalig

FATHER: Felipe Quitugua Atalig g;(
BROTHERS:  Ron Atalig & Annie Sablan (Roanne)

Eric & Lourdes Atalig (Kayla, Devin)

Additionally survived by her
PARENTS-IN-LAW: Luaiva Onofia & Feula Leuta
SISTERS-IN-LAW: Ululu & Vaaia Leuta
BROTHERS-IN-LAW:  Kaleuati, Feula fr.,, Faaorloga, Hitllepi, Pati, Tavi, Falefasa,

Uili, & Liaga Leuta.

Numerous Uncles, Aunts, Cousins, Nieces & Nephews

Rosary is being said nightly at 8:00 p.m. at Our Lady of Mount Carmel Cathedral in
Chalan Kanoa. Last Respects may be paid at the Catheral on Friday, August 21, 1998,
beginning 8:00 a.m., followed by the Mass of Christian Burial at 10:30 a.m. Interment will
follow at Chalan Kanoa Cemetary.

Kamikamica saying he is sad-
dened by his untimely death.

The Labour leader Mahendra
Chaudhry who had recently been
working closely with the late
Kamikamica on a coalition was
shocked by the news.

He described Kamikamicaasa
deeply committed and honest per-
son.

The General Electors national
secretary Emelita Wendt Wilson
says Kamikamica was good and a
godly man, a person of outstand-
ing ability, greatachievement and
experience.

Wilson says Kamikamica had
made many valuable and endur-

top pohtlco

+ ing contributions to Fiji in gov-

emment, politics, in the church
and the community.

The Australian High Commis-
sioner in Fiji, Greg Urwin also
expressed shock at the news of
Kamikamica’s death, saying Aus-
tralians will also feel the same.

Meanwhile, a statement from the
Kamikamica family says
Kamikamica, as in his nature, contin-
ued to fight his illness till the end.

The family says that at the time
of his passing he was with those
dearest and closed to him.

The late Kamikamica is sur-
vived by his wife, a son and three
daughters.

full with admissions.

microbiologist Dr Martin.

was in hospital.

Medical alert over

ALOFI (Pacnews)—A microbiologist from New Zealand has
identified the source of the illness which had affected an esti-
mated 40 percent of the total school age population of Niue.

Infection has been blamed on the bacteria streptococus of the
type that is similar to Rheumatic Fever.

At the height of the epidemic Niue’s small 20 bed hospital was

A call for help was sent to New Zealand which resulted in the
visit of a Public Health Specialist, Dr Colin Tukuitonga and a

Schools on the island are back to normal with the illness almost
a thing of the past. At the end of last week week only one patient

UN peace observer mission
has arrived on Bougainville

PORT MORESBY
(Pacnews)—Members of the
United Nations Observer Mis-
sion to Bougainville are now on
the island.

The mission is expected to
remain on the island until the
end of the year.

Minister of Bougainville Af-
fairs, Sam Akoitai says he's
pleased that the United Nations
had responded positively to the
request by the PNG government
for the mission to carry outtasks

assigned to it under the Lincoln
Agreement.

Head of the mission, Valery
Marusin has held a joint meet-
ing with senior officials of the
Prime Ministers Office and the
national executive council, for-
eign affairs and the office of
Bougainville Affairs.

The meeting discussed the
role of the mission, its duration
and reporting and liaison agree-
ments with the PNG govern-
ment,

WELLINGTON (Pacnews)—
The New Zealand government’s
future is in doubt after the
nation’s Prime Minister Jenny
Shipley sacked Treasurer and
Deputy Prime Minister Winston
Peters Friday.

Mrs Shipley says she is pre-
pared to continue in a National
Party minority government if dif-
ferences with Mr Peters’ New
Zealand First Party cannot be
resolved.

The sacking of Mr Peters came
after a walkout by ministers of
his New Zealand First Party from
a cabiriet meeting called to de-
cide the fate of the government’s
stake in the capital’s airport.

The National Party has 44 seats
in the 120 seat parliament but
can rely on another 10 indepen-
dent and right wing MPs to back

it on key issues of confidence

PM sacks NZ deputy PM

Jenny Shipley

and fiscal supply.

Mr Peters’ own party is di-
vided with some seen likely to
support Mrs Shipley.

Associate Treasurer Tuariki
Delamere, a NZ First MP, backs
her and says he is conterplat-
ing leaving to join a proposed
Maori party.

Buckle-Up Saipan
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MANILA, Philippines (AP) —

The Phlhppme government will
start construction of a $1.9 billion
multi-purpose dam next year that
would provide power and irri-

gate northern farmlands hit re-
cently by drought, officials said
Sunday.

The San Roque dam on the
Agno River in Pangasinan prov-

An unidentified technician ans epared typé writer Saturday

in a sidewalk in the commercial district of Quiapo in Manila. Second

hand type writers usually costs a buyer US$50, but with the advent of

modern technology specially computers, the sale of type writers went

down. Ap

“technical reasons.”

President Suharto.

and protests.

Muslim rebels in RP ask
Libya to intervene in row

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — The leader of one of Indonesia’s
largest Muslim groups plans to declare a new political party later
this month to contest elections scheduled for next year.

The official Antaranews agency reported on Sunday that Amien
Rais, the prominant Islamic leader who heads the 28 million-
member Muhammadiyah organization, will inaugurate the Na-
tional Message Party at Jakarta’s main sports stadium on Aug. 23.

Antara quoted officials as saying the party was to have been
established on Monday, Indonesia’s 53rd anniversary of indepen-
dence from Dutch colonial rule. But the kick off was postponed for

Thousands of troops have been placed on duty ahead of national
| day celebrations following widespread rumors of possible riots.

Last month another major Muslim group, the 30 million-mem-
ber Nahdlatul Ulama organization, set up its own party.

More than 40 new parties, representing a wide range of interests,
have been established after President B.J. Habibie announced
plans for free elections next year.

Habibie also said he would abolish strict controls on political
activity that had been imposed under his autocratic predecessor

Suharto’s 32 years in power ended in May after a wave of riots

During Suharto’s reign only three government-approved and
controlled parties were allowad to operate.

Both Rais and Nahdlatul Ulama’s leader Abdurrahman Wahid
were critics of Suharto’s regime and both have recently called for
accelerated democratic reform under Habibie.

Both their new parties are likely to gamer widespread support at
next year’s parliamentary election, which will precede the selec-
tion of apresident by alegislative assembly before the end of 1999.

inceistobe completed in 14 years
and would be financed jointly by
the government and the private
sector, a government statement
said.

The Japan Export-Import Bank
has signed a memorandum of
agreement with the Philippine
government, pledging to help fi-

nance the construction, the
government said.

The dam would provide
power to most homes and in-
dustries and boost agricultural
productivity on the main is-
land of Luzon, which recently
was hit hard by a prolonged
drought caused by the El Nino

RP to build $1.9B dam

weather phenomena.

The dam would be one of
the major projects to be started
by Pres. Joseph Estrada’s ad-
ministration, which is saddled
by a huge budget deficit that
has forced the suspension of a
number of infrastructure
works.

ics.

B Full color digital print for back light in shops
& window or special display in the outdoor,
K such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
8 fumes, jewelry and many more.

at I\ Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271. J

VINYL SIGNS: Forindoor/outdoor with coi-

ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and style and rich graph-

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis-
tically designed and colored on any mate-
rial surface of all sizes.

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/
stores/shops in full colors with print of the
B goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/

B hoards or on transparencies on special pa-
fl per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or
above shelves, counters and merchandise

g8 \inyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-
¥ anteed to last for five to seven years in all
B weather conditions and stands heat tem-
Wl perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.
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WASHINGTON (AP) — Main-
taining an unusually high level of
alert, the U.S. State Department
has issued an updated ““world-
wide caution™ to U.S. travelers
because of the recent bombings
of U.S. embassies in East Africa
and threats to American interests
abroad.

An accompanying statement
specifically warned “against all
travel to Pakistan™ and announced
thatithas ordered the departure of
all non-emergency personnel and
families of employees from the
embassy at Islamabad. It also or-
dered U.S. personnel in those cat-
egories out of consulates in
Karachi. Lahore and Peshawar.

Whereas a similar worldwide

caution was issued hours after the
Aug. 7 embassy explosions re-
ferred only to the potential for
further threats, the updated ver-
sion put out Sunday referred to
“subsequent threats.”

A State Department official who
asked not to be quoted by name
declined to elaborate on the “sub-
sequent threats, but said inclusion
of the phrase was confirmation
that specific threats have been
received since the initial warning
was issued earlier this month.

Prior to this month, the last time
the State Department issued such
a sweeping worldwide caution
was in January 1998 after a man
convicted of being the master-
mind behind the 1993 World

Trade Center bombing in New
York City was sentenced tolife in
prison without parole.

*American citizenscurrently in
Pakistan are urged to consider
carefully their security situation
and. in light of the ordered depar-
ture of all non-emergency official
personnel, to consider seriously
departing Pakistan;” Sunday’s
travel warning said.

The State Department said air-
ports in Pakistan are open and that
commercial flights are available.
“Inaddition, the U.S. government
is making arrangements for addi-
tional flights,” the statement said.

The overarching “‘worldwide
caution” urged"*U.S. citizens trav-
eling or residing abroad to exer-

By DONNA ABU-NASR
WASHINGTON (AP) —Anne
Marie Sanders has noticed that
clothes and electronics have
been more affordable lately, but
she hasn’t the slightest idea
whetherit’s due to Asia’s finan-
cial turmoil.

*As aconsumer, you just want
to see prices lower,” said Sand-
ers, 31, a U.S. government
worker in Washington. “You
don’t care what causes it.”

Economists credit the crisis
that began last year, along with
related economic elements such
as an unusual summertime drop
in oil prices, with keeping infla-
tion lower than it has been in
decades. ,

But they're warning the good
times won't last forever.

“We're really around the ma-
jorimpact,” said Ira Silver, chief
economist at J.C. Penney in
Plano, Texas.

When Asia went into reces-
sion, the continent’sdemand for
oil dropped off substantially. A
resulting oversupply accelerated
an already-emerging trend to-
ward declining oil prices.

The result: U.S. motorists,
among the world’s biggest en-
ergy consumers, are enjoying
benefits of cheap fuel prices. A
survey last week put the aver-

Asian crisis

helps keep prices down

age pump price, including all
grades and taxes, at something
over dlrs 1.10 a gallon.

In addition, armed with a strong
dollar, Americans are paying less
for imports. The price index of
imports from east Asia was down
8.8 percent over the June 1997-
June 1998 period, according to
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statis-
tics. Prices for imports from Ja-
pan declined by 4.8 percent over
the same period.

These developments came as
prices of computers and electron-
ics declined with advancements
in technology.

What does this mean for the
consumer?

Gordon Richards, director of
economic policy for the U.S. Na-
tional Association of Manufac-
turers, said the association con-
ducted a study early this year that
calculated the impact of the price
index for imported goods on the
gross domestic product index, the
economy’s overall price index.

The study concluded the rate of
inflation that would have occurred
in the absence of any decrease in
import prices would be about 1.8
percent this year. But it found the
combined effect of lower prices
for Asian goods and lower oil
prices was to lower the inflation
rate to 1.5 percent.

Richards said some shoppers
have not felt the decline, and
that’s not surprising.

In the early 1980s, when in-
flation dropped from 9 percent
to 3 percent in two years, shop-
persresponded with *No” when
asked by polisters if they be-
lieved the inflation rate had de-
clined, he said.

“The ability of shopperseven
to understand what’s happen-
ing to the inflation rate is neg-
ligible,” Richards said.

In addition, companies like
Honda, Hewlett Packard and
Sony manufacture mostof their
products in the United States
with some components from
Asia.

“Our manufacturing costs
have gone down, but that
doesn’t necessarily mean that
the consumer sees those price
reductions,” said Michael
Cabot, manager of corporate
publicrelations for Sony in Park
Ridge, New Jersey. “Our costs
have also gone up in many
cases., obviously.”

Kurt Barnard, president of
Barnard’s Retail Trend Report,
a retail forecaster in Upper
Montclair, New Jersey, said
most general merchandise re-
tailers import roughly 25 per-

Continued on page 22

Children s:t tlghtly together /nSIde a Vo/kswagen s Beetle ataHong Kong mall Sunday to see how many can
%et into the car as part of a sales event at the shopping complex. Thirty-three children managed to get inside
the car. AP

cise much greater than usual cau-
tion and review security prac-
tices.”

“Because of the possibility that
U.S. embassy facilities in anum-
ber of locations could be targeted,
visitors should remain alert to the
changing situation and exercise
extreme caution,” the statement
said.

It noted that family members
and non-emergency U.S. govern-
ment personnel previously have
been authorized to leave Kenya
and Tanzania and had been or-
dered toleave Albaniaand Eritrea
—priorto Sunday’s order that the

RN}

US State cautions US travelers

leave Pakistan.

The statement furthernoted that
embassy operations have been
suspended inSomalia, Sudan, Re-
public of Congo-Brazzaville,
Democratic Republic-of Congo
and Guinea-Bissau.

Moreover, it pointed out that
the United States does not main-
tain diplomatic or consular posts
in Afghanistan, Iraq, Iran, Libya
and North Korea “and therefore
no support services are available
to Americans in these countries.”
It said Americans in those areas
“need to take additional and en-
hanced precautions.”

British Prime Minister Tony Blair (left) looks at Irish Premier Bertie
Ahern late Sunday during a press conference at Stormont, Belfast,
Northern Ireland, one day after the Omagh bomb that killed 28 people
and wounded 220. AP

SAN JUAN, Puerto Rico (AP)
— Simultaneous explosions re-
duced 17 apartment buildings
to piles of concrete Sunday,
putting an end to two of Puerto
Rico’s largest housing projects.
The 27 acre (1 1-hectare) site
where the Pan American Vil-
lage and Las Orquideas (The
Orchids) housing projects, seen
as eyesores, stood are to be
turned into shopping, office and
apartment complexes. Only the
elevator shafts of five buildings
survived the explosions.
Hundreds of spectators
watched the event and officials
from the Guinness Book of
Records attended to investigate
the government’s claim that it

was the world’s largest demoli- |

tion explosion.
Police evacuated 300 fami-

lies from buildings near the
demolition site and blocked off
two main highways.

The apartment complex on the
San Jose Lagoon, minutes from
Puerto Rico’s largest airport,
was originally built to house
athletes for the 1979 Pan Ameri-
can games and was later con-
verted into low-cost housing.

The huge complex fell into
disrepairin the 1980s, whenun-
collected rents bankrupted
Puerto Rico’s housing author-
ity.

The government privatized
management of housing projects
in the early 1990s but decided
the site on the fagoon was ideal
for oiher developments,

In 1995, National Guard
troops stormed the Pan Ameri-
can Village to evict residents.
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yar unmoved by protests

Suu Kyi

By GRANT PECK
BANGKOK, Thailand (AP) —
Protests by foreign activists and
renewed challenges to military
rule by opposition leader Aung
San Suu Kyi have brought
Myanmar’s political deadlock
back to the world’s attention, but
there’s no sign democracy is on
the country’s agenda.

Suu Kyi’s National League for
Democracy won a landslide vic-
tory ina 1990 general election but
the military neverallowed the win-
ning lawmakers totake their seats.
Instead, it jailed dozens of them
on political charges and sent oth-
ers fleeing into exile.

Four times in the past two
months, authorities have blocked
Suu Kyi’s way as she has tried to
travel to the countryside to meet
her would-be members of parlia-
ment.

She has responded by refusing
to turn back or leave her car, and
Sunday was parked on a small
bridge 32 kilometers (19 miles)
west of Yangon in the fifth day of
her latest such sit-in.

Her party meanwhile has made
the quixotic demand that the par-
liament be seated by Aug. 21,

But the generals who have ruled
the country since suppressing mass
pro-democracy demonstrations 10
years ago have shown time and
againthey willnotbe pushed around
by anyone, be it Suu Kyi, U.S.
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright or the United Nations.

They last week rejected arequest
from U.N. Secretary-General Kofi
Annan that his special representa-
tive be immediately allowed to visit
Myanmar — also called Burma—
saying there was no reason to rush.

Albright, among others, had
sought Annan’sinterventioninthe
crisis over the government’s treat-
ment of Suu Kyi, winner of the
1991 Nobel Peace Prize.

Myanmar’s neighbors in the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian Na-
tions—whopreviously maintained
a no-criticism policy, particularly
since Yangon joined the group Iast
year — recently have added their
voices to those urging the generals
to ease their rule.

Activists from four ASEAN
countries — Thailand, the Philip-
pines, Malaysia and Indonesia —
were among the 18 foreigners who

handed out pro-democracy leaflet

in the streets of Yangon last week.
They were arrested and given five-
year prison sentences which were
suspended whenthey were expelled
Saturday.

“ASEAN or the West can say
what they like, but Burmaisstill an
isolated country, and in the short

term I don 't think outside criticism
makes a great deal of difference,”
said Martin Smith,aLondon-based
author of several studies on
Myanmar interviewed Saturday.
“Burmese politics is an intense in-
ternal struggle in which interna-
tional leverage is very small.”
Thanet Apornsuwan, a political
scientist at Bangkok’s Thammasat
University, believes however that
the release of the 18 activists “has
shown that Myanmar could not
bear the growing pressure from
outside, especially from neighbor-
ing countries in ASEAN region.”

Smith said the latest confronta-
tions reminded people there is a
longstanding crisis to be resolved.

Only a three-way dialogue —
betweenthe government, SuuKyi’s
democracy movement, andthe eth-
nic minorities who have uneasily
been partof the Burmese state since
independence in 1948 —can break
the deadlock, he said.

“All three groups say they are
committed to change,” he said.

“Aung San Suu Kyi’s protest
bringseverythingback intofocus.”

Suu Kyi responded to critics of
her confrontational tactics in an

interview earlier this month with
the British Broadcasting Corpo-
ration.

“We'vetried variousstrategies
and we will keep on trying new
strategies, but we dowantapeace-
ful solution,” she said. “So a
peaceful resolution means a ne-
gotiated resolution.”

But Suu Kyi’s tactics have
clearly riled the junta, which in-
evitably links her efforts to the
foreign pressure.

Smith says there is a risk of
polarization.

Some hardliners in the regime

may feel the best way to deal with
the foreign pressure is to withdraw -
from the intermational community
altogether, returning to the type of
1solation imposed by the country’s
former military dictator, Ne Win,
from 1962 to 1988.

The hardliners can point to the
region’s economic crisis as an ex-
ample of the perils of globaliza-
tion, Smith said. But he believes
that most of Myanmar’s leaders,
committed to an open door invest-
ment policy and “disciplined de-
mocracy,” know that they cannot
turn back the clock.
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Tanker, ship collide
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in Japan,; oil spills

TOKYO (AP) — A tanker and a
cargo ship collided off the Pacific
Coastof Japanearly Sunday, caus-
ing an small oil spill that reached
anearby beach, according tocoast
guard officials.

About 46,000 liters (12,000 gal-
lons) of fuel leaked from the 985-
ton No. 5 Yamabishimaru after
its hull was cracked in a colli-
sion with the 6.641-ton cargo
ship Princess Seiko just off of
Cape Inubozaki. about 130 ki-
lometers (80 miles) east of To-

kyo, the Maritime Safety
Agency said.

The oil reached liioka swim-
ming beach in Chiba Prefecture
(state). the agency said.

At one point. the oil slick was
about 8 kilometers (5 miles)
long and up to 200 meters (220
yards) wide. but most of it had
washed up onto the beach by
Sunday afternoon.

The beach was closed from Sun-
day morning, while about 100
townspeople cleaned up the oil.

“technical reasons.,”

for free elections next year.

President Suharto.

protests. :

New Muslim party to be
declared in Indonesia

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) — The leader of one of Indonesia’s
largest Muslim groups plans to declare a new political party later
this month to contest elections scheduled for next year.

The official Antara news agency reported on Sunday that Amien
Rais, the prominant Islamic leader who heads the 28 million-
member Muhammadiyah organization, will inaugurate the Na-
tional Message Party at Jakarta’s main sports stadium on Aug. 23.

Antara quoted officials as saying the party was to have been
established on Monday, Indonesia’s 53rd anniversary of indepen-
dence from Dutch colonial rule. But the kick off was postponed for

Thousands of troops have been placed on duty ahead of national
day celebrations following widespread rumors of possible riots.
Last month another major Muslim group, the 30 million-member
Nahdlatul Ulama organization, set up its own party.
More than 40 new parties. representing a wide range of interests,
have been established after President B.J. Habibie announced plans

Habibie also said he would abolish strict controls on political
activity that had been imposed under his autocratic predecessor

Suharto’s 32 years in power ended in May afterawave of riots and

During Suharto’s reign only three governmenti-approved and
controlled parties were allowed to operate. '

Both Rais and Nahdlaw] Ulama’s leader Abdurrahman Wahid
were critics of Suharto’s regime and both have recently called for
accelerated democratic reform under Habibie.

Both their new parties are likely to garner widespread support at
next year’s parliamentary election, which will precede the selection
of a president by a legislative assembly before the end of 1999.

Japan'’s Post and Telecommunications Minister Seiko Noda
arrives at the Yasukuni shrine in Tokyo Saturday to pay respects to the
war dead as Japan commemorates the 53rd anniversary of the end of
World War 1. AP

(center)

ke

About 28,000 holiday-makers crowd the seashore of Enos

e

hima Beach, southwest of Tokyo Sunday. The

temperature soared to 34 degrees Centigrade ( 93 Fahrenheit) Sunday in the area. Affected by the long-

standing recession and an unusually coo

usual figures. AP

ler summer, the number of bathers declined to about a third of the

Japan to boost missile
defense dev’t budget

TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s De-
fense Agency plans to boost its
budget for joint development of
the theater missile defense sys-
tem with the United States., and
has earmarked some 500 million
yen ($3.4 million) for the project
next year, news reports said Sun-
day.

Previously, Japan’s develop-
ment of the missile defense sys-
tem had been limited to basic re-
search by computer simulation.

If approved, the budget would
be a significant increase from the
80 million yen ($548,000) spent
on the project this year, Kyodo
News reported.

Japan'’s contribution, however,
would still be only a small frac-
tion of the billions of dollars the
United States is spending on the
program.

The theater missile defense sys-
tem is designed to blow up in-
coming missiles in the sky before
they reach their targets.

The agency is expected to ask
for funds to develop sensors and
materials for the project as part of
its 1999 budget request due at the
end of this month, Kyodo said.

Defense Agency officials were
notavailable forcommenton Sun-
day.

The timing of the increase could

be sensitive as it comes just ahead
of astate visittoJapanby Chinese
premier Jiang Zhemin’s begin-
ning Sept. 6.

China, which was invaded by
Japan during War II, watches
Japan’s defense programs closely.
It balked at a recent revision of
Japan’s bilateral security alliance
with the United States, which al-
lowed Japan’s more active role in
regional defense incase of a“state
of emergency.”

Japan sees the theater missile
program as crucial for regional
defense, with growing nuclear
threats from North Korea, India
and Pakistan.

By GEOFF SPENCER
JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP)
— Thousands of police and
troops were deployed or put
onalertin the capital and other
cities Sunday, the eve of ner-
vous celebrations to mark
Indonesia’s national day.

Rumors that riots may break
out during the celebrations
have swept much of the coun-
try. '

While there have been no
reports cf trouble so far, some
ethnic Chinese, who were tar-
geted when deadly unrest
broke out in May, have left
the country or have sought
refuge in hotels or other safe
havens.

Celebrations to mark 53
years of independence from
Dutch colonial rule are ex-
pected to be low-key Monday
as Indonesia’s 202 million
people endure the grinding
pain of the worst economic
crisis in three decades.

Indonesia, the world’s
fourth-most-populous nation,
was hit hardest by Asia’s eco-
nomic meltdown.

Downplaying the tensions,
government officials have re-
peatedly dismissed the riotru-
mors as baseless.

Police, troops ready as
of possible riots sweep

B.J. Habibie

Nevertheless, they have taken
major security precautions in
the wake May’sviolence, which
ended with the deaths of 1,200
and the dramatic resignation of
longtime President Suharto.

About 15,000 troops and po-
lice have been put on duty in
Jakarta.

Dozens of police armed with
sticks or automatic weapons
stood guard near the National
Monument and the nearby presi-
dential palace, which has been
decorated with patriotic white
and red bunting.

President B.J. Habibie, who
replaced the autocratic Suharto

on May 21, is to officiate at a |

flag raising ceremony on Mon-

rumors
Indonesia

day, a national holiday.

In a snub to Habibie, promi-
nent opposition figure
Meguawati Sukarnoputri, who
is the eldest daughter of
Indonesia’s founding Presi-
dent Sukarno, has announced
she will not attend the cer-
emony, but will stage her own
across town.

Last month police banned
her from staging a rally of her
supporters in Jakarta because
of fears of violence.

On Saturday Habibie made
a marathon speech to the Par-
liamentin which he apologized
for widespread human rights
abuses during Suharto’s 32-
year authoritarian rule.

Habibie restated pledges to
introduce greater democracy
and suggested major reforms
be made to the powerful mili-
tary, now under investigation
for a list of alleged atrocities.

Habibie also promised to fix
the ailing economy through re-
forms mandated by the Inter-
national Monetary Fund.

Soaring inflation, mass un-
employment, bankruptcies and
food shortages have triggered
fears that civil unrest could
break out again.

Continued on page 22

Cops stop students
at Seoul campus

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
Police maintained a tight cordon
around a Seoul campus Sunday to
block possible street protests by
2,000 leftist students demanding
unification of the tworival Koreas.

After being blocked from
marching to the border for a pro-
unification rally with their North
Korean counterparts a day earlier,
the students vowed to continue to
protest.

A three-day unification festival
by the leftist students was to have
culminated with a march to the
border on Saturday, the 53rd anni-
versary of Korea’s liberation from
Japanese colonial-rule in 1945.

Police blocked the march by us-
ing water cannons and pouring yel-
low dye from a helicopter to mark
the demonstrators for arrest.

As in the recent past, North Ko-
rea sponsored this year’s rally at

the border village of Panmunjom
and invited South Korean students
to attend.

Police detained 189 students in
Saturday’sclashes. Allbut20 were
released Sunday with warnings,
they said.

This week’s protests were led by
Hanchongryon, an umbrella stu-
dent group outlawed by the Su-
preme Court for its pro-North Ko-
rean stance, including ademand to
end the U.S. military presence in
South Korea.

The studentsalsohave demanded
the abolition of a national security
law that makes it a crime to es-
pouse communism in staunchly
anti-communist South Korea.

Despite the protests, President
Kim Dae-jung reached out to
Pyongyang on Saturday, offering
to help it overcome its economic
difficulty.

Inan Independence Day address,
Kim specifically expressed sup-
port for North Korea’s plan to de-
velopits tourism industry in a joint
venture with South Korean busi-
nesses. '

At least two South Korean busi-
nesses, including the giant Hyundai
group, planto start sightseeing tours
to Diamond Mountain, a scenic
tourist site on the North'seast coast,
as early as September.

Kim also proposed that both
Koreasexchange special envoys to
discuss rapprochement.

The Korean peninsula was a
colony of Japan from 1910t0 1945.

The two Koreas fought a devas-
tating, three-year war that ended
without a peace treaty in 1953 and
mutual distrust remains deep.

Their border is the world’s most
heavily guarded, with 2 million
men on both sides.

Malaysia braces for floods

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP)— The Malaysian Meteoro-
logical Service warned of dan-
gerous floods by the end of the
year and urged the government to
take early precautions, news re-
ports said Sunday.

Heavy rainfall caused flooding
in 24 villages that forced 14
schools to close in the Beaufort
district of Sabah state at the end of
last week.

Disaster relief groups and local
government bodies have begun
training emergency rescue teams
and have requested extra funds to
gear up for floods that are ex-
pected to worsen in October and
peak toward the end of 1998, the
Sun newspaper reported.

“We have to ensure there are
enough boats, scuba-diving gear,
tools and other equipment to deal
with any eventuality,” Peter Chin,
deputy minister of Sabah’s hous-
ing and local government minis-
try, was quoted as saying in the

Star newspaper.

The wet weather follows
Malaysia’s worst drought in de-
cades, caused by the El Nino
weather phenomenon. It sparked
devastating forest fires on Borneo
island and a months-long water
shortage that affected more than 2
million people around the capital,
Kuala Lumpur.

Meteorologists said they were
still uncertain whether the so-
called La Ninaeffect, whichtrails
El Nino with an extreme opposite

weather pattern, would fully im-

pact all of Malaysia.

The weather group said Sabah
and Sarawak states on Borneo
island were ne areas of primary
concern.

Chin said extra funding was
desperately needed in Sabah,
where the housing ministry had
been asked to draw up flood con-
tingency plans and the fire and
rescue department has beenurged
to begin sea-rescue training.

Abdul Whahid Selamat, direc-
tor-general of a disaster-relief
group with 18 branches around
the nation, has called to the
group’s 16,000 officers and re-
serve members toreport inimme-
diately.

He said refresher courses on
rescue training, first aid and boat
handling had already begun and
the department had setup anemer-
gency hotline for areas identified
as potential flood sites, including
Kuala Lumpur, the capital.

Abdul Whahid said the
country’s high risk areas on
Borneo were in and around Kota
Kinabulu and Beaufort in Sabah
state, and Kuching, the capital of
Sarawak state.

Inmainland Malaysia, the high-
risk areas were the eastern coastal
towns around Kota Baru in
Kelantan state, between Kuantan
and Pekan in Pahang state and
between Muar and Batu Pahat in
Johor state.
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People light candles erected on the ground in the form of Chinese character “light” at Zenkoji Buddhist temple
in Tamaru, Japan Saturday. The candlelight is believed to help the spirits of the dead briefly return to the

realm of the living each summer.

AP

Japanese emperor Akihito (right) and empres Michiko bow before an
alter enshrined thousands of Japanese war dead during the 53rd
anniversay to commemorate the end of the WWIl in Tokyo Saturday.
AP

US ambassador to Singapore:

Asia needs more transparency

SINGAPORE (AP) — Asian economies will continue to deteriorate until
regulations, laws and courts are transparent and fair enough to draw
businesses back, the U.S. ambassador to Singapore was quoted Sunday as
saying.

“There is a need for a systemic change in transparéncy, laws and the
opportunity to see fair courts impose those laws to enable capital markets in
the world tofeel more comfortable to come back,” Steven Green was quoted
by The Sunday Times as saying.

“Until thathappens, we will see continued deterioration in the economy,”
the paper quoted him as saying during a seminar organized by the United
Nations Association of Singapore. :

He was quoted as saying the economic crisis in Asia is “abasic shiftinthe
way these countries do business and raise capital.”

“Tt’s noteasy to swallow the reforms needed,” the paper quoted Green as
saying.

Tt attributed to him figures that showed how much Asian economies have
deteriorated. )

Market capitalization — the value of shares on Southeast Asian stock
markets — declined from $565 billion in January 1997 to $160 billion,
according to the report.

Beijing students protest
at Indonesian embassy

BELJING (AP)— Citing public or-
der concemns, Beijing police have
blocked plans by students in the Chi-
nese capital to protest outside the
Indonesian embassy, a student repre-
sentative said Sunday. some students would proceed with

Students at the prestigious Beijing  Monday’s protest despite the police
University had wanted to demon-  refusal.
strate outside the embassy Monday He said students would sull hand
— Indonesian national day — to  over the protest letter to the embassy
protest rapes and attacks on ethnic  but he did not know where, when or
Chinese in Indonesia during riots in =~ how.

May. Studentsat Beijing University have

Thedemonstratorsalsohadplanned  put up posters on campus accusing
tohand over to the embassy a protest China’s government of reacting apa-
letter signed by about 1,500 students, thetically to the attacks on ethnic
said Zhao Xiaoli, one of 10 student  Chineseduring May "sriotsthat helped
representatives who helped draft the  drive Indonestan President Suharto
letter. from power.

The students last week applied for Indonesian women’s groups al-
permissiontodemonstrate,asrequired  lege 168 women and girls were raped
by law. Beijing police tumed down  during May'’s riots, many of them
the request Saturday, citingconcerns ~ ethnic Chinese who were targeted for
over possible threats to public safety  their affluence. Thousands of Chi-
and social order, Zhao said. nese-owned houses and buildings

Chinatypically keepsatightlidon  were ransacked and burned.
civic protests for fear that they could China’s Foreign Ministry has de-
escalate into attacks on the ruling  cried the rapes, and demanded atleast
Communist Party. three times that Indonesia investigate

Controls are especially strict at  the attacks.

Beijing University and other cam-
puses in the capital because they ini-
tiated massive pro-democracy pro-
tests in 1989.

Zhaosaidhe did not know whether
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Pakistan nabs bomb suspect

ISLAMABAD, Pakistan (AP) —
A suspect in the recent bombing of
U.S.Embassies inKenyaand Tanza-
nia was arrested in Pakistan and
handed over to Kenya, the Pakistani
Foreign Ministry said Sunday.

A brief ministry statement said the
suspect, identified as Mohammad
Sadik Howaida. was arrested and
interrogated soon afterhisarrival from
Nairobiatthe Karachiairporton Aug.
7. the day of the nearly simultaneous
bombings that killed a total of 257
people in both countries.

“Onsatisfaction abouthis involve-
ment in these terrorist acts, he was
sentback to Nairobi and handed over
to the Kenyan authorities for appro-
priate action under their law,” the
statement said. The statementdid not
say when Howaida was returned, but
a govemnment source told The Asso-
ciated Press it was Friday, a week
after the bombing.

The U.S. Embassy in Islamabad
refused immediate comment. A day
earlier, U.S. authorities in Washing-

FBI agents in Na/ro i speak W/th a nun out/dethe site of the bomb blast at the US embassy Saturday. The

Hands him over to Kenya for action on US embasszes bombing

ton had said CIA agents were headed
to Pakistan to question the man.
The Pakistani Foreign Ministry
identified Howaida as an "*Arab na-
tional™ without elaboration, a phrase
in Pakistan that usually means some-
one from anywhere in the Middle
East Pakistani newspapers, who had
identified the suspect by a slightly
differentname, Mohammed Sadique,
had reported he wasdetained in Paki-
stan as he tried to slip into neighbor-
ing Afghanistan.
Thenationalnewspaper The News,
in a report appearing in its Sunday
editions quoting unnamed govemn-
ment sources, said the suspect con-
fessed to planning the bombings.
Suspicion had earlier focused on
Afghanistan, home of Saudi multi-
millionaire Osama bin Laden. U.S.
officials say bin Laden, among the
world’s most militant sponsors of
terrorism who has been vocal in his
hatred of the United States, was a

blast on Friday Aug. 7 killed 247 people and injured more than 5,400.

possible suspectinthe Africanbomb-
ings.

The News did not report whether
the suspect arrested in Pakistan was
linked to bin Laden, his national-
ity, or whether he had offered a
motive. But it said he had received
help in Kenya from sympathizers
with connections to the Egyptian Is-
lamic Jihad organization.

Several groups use the name
Islamic Jihad, or Islamic Holy
War.

Before the bombings, a group
known as the Islamic Jihad consid-
ered the successor to the groups that
assassinated Egyptian President
Anwar Sadat in 1981, reportedly
vowed to strike America interests
because some of its members were
arrested in Albania.

The News said the suspect was
detained at the Karachi airport be-
cause immigration officials noticed
he did not match the photograph in

AP

Diarrhea attacks thousands of
people in flood-hit Bangladesh

By HASAN SAEED
DHAKA, Bangladesh (AP) —
Twelve people were killed as
authorities battled to provide
food, water and medicines to
nearly 20 million people hit by
the monsoon floods in nearly
half of Bangladesh, government
officials said Sunday.

On Saturday, nine people were
drowned by swirling flood wa-
ters, two died of diarrhea and
another person was killed by
snake bite, the officials said.

Newspaperreports said atleast
430 people have died since the
floods hit this impoverished na-
tion in mid-July, but the govern-
ment put the death toll at 289.

Diarrhea and viral fever have
affected some 74,000 people
across the nation, where sanita-
tion is poor, said Shamsul Islam,
an official at the disaster and

relief ministry. Forty-five deaths
have been reported from water-
bome diseases in the past four
weeks.

Fresh monsoon rains over the
weekend and flooded rivers from
neighboring India worsened the
flood situation which had shown
some improvement in the past two
weeks.

More than half of Bangladesh’s
64 districts have been hit.

Thousands of people are camp-
ing in schools and college build-
ings in these districts.

More than 4,500 paramedics and
relief workers are trying to pro-
vide medicines, drinking waterand
food to the flood victims and
evacuating villagers to higher
grounds.

Diarrhea and viral fever were
spreading as 716 patients were
hospitalized on Saturday in a

Dhaka hospital, said Wasim
Ahmed, a doctor.

The Food Forecasting and
Warning Center said flood wa-
ter was expected to start reced-
ing after two weeks.

Newspapers reported wide-
spread shortages of drinking
water, food, medicines and
kerosene in all the 37 flood-hit
districts.

Crops such asrice and lentils
in 387,000 hectares (9.5 mil-
lion acres) across the country
have been destroyed, an offi-
cial at the Agriculture Ministry
said. The loss was estimated at
7,000 miliion takas ($254 mil-
lion). Bangladesh is already
short of nearly 2 million tons of
food grains.

The floods also damaged 540
kilometers (335 miles) of river
embankment, an official said.

the passport he was carrying. When
he tried to bribe the officials, he was
arrested, the newspaper said.

He reportedly said two other con-
spirators who left Nairobi a few days
eatlier had already passed through
Pakistan into Afghanistan, as he had
planned to do.

Former Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir Bhutto acknowledges her
supporters, in Karachi Friday at a rally to celebrate Pakistan Day.
Pakistan is celebrating the 51st anniversary of independence gained
from Britain in 1947. AP

Report: Guerrillas abduct

gorilla-viewing tourists

KAMPALA,Uganda(AP)—Four
Westemn tourists were abducted ear-
lierthisweek by Hutu rebelsinCongo,
a Ugandan newspaper reported Sun-
day.

The state-owned New Vision did
not identify tourists by name. It said
their group included people from
Canada, Switzerland, Sweden and
New Zealand.

The abductions took place Tues-
day, it said. Two of the tourists es-
caped and were helped by Congolese
villagers, the newspaper reported.

It said the tourists were in the re-
gion to see rare mountain gorillas in
the VirungaNational Parkand Bwindi
Impenetrable Forest on the Uganda-
Rwanda border. Armed Hutus insur-
gentsfromtheformerRwandanarmy
still roam the reserves.

The report said the tourists vehicle
was traveling through thick, bam-
boo-forested mountains when it was

MELBOURNE, Australia(AP) —
Two policemen were shot dead Sun-
day when an operation targeting
armedrobbersinsuburban Melboume
turned totragedy, leaving the force in
mourning andaseven-week-oldbaby
fatherless.

Sgt. Gary Silk and Snr. Constable
Rodney Miller were gunned down
Just after midnight Saturday night.
They had intercepted a suspect ve-
hicle in a light industrial area in
Melbourne’s southeastern suburb of
Moorabbin.

Silk, 34 and not married, died near

Robbers kill 2 Melbourne cops

showered with gunfire.

About l0men confronted the tour-
ists, it said.

The New Vision said two tourists
escaped by running into the jungle.
Congolese villagerslaterhelped them
returnto Uganda, the newspapersaid.

The incident happened near the
Congolese village of Tomba, 20kilo-
meters (12 miles) from the Ugandan
border town of Kisoro.

Kisoro is 480 kilometers (300
miles) southwest of Kampala, the
Ugandan capital.

It was not possible to confirm the
report. Government and diplomatic
offices in Uganda were closed Sun-
day and neither of the national parks
have telephone links with the outside
world.

Hundreds of tourists every year
visit the parks, which are home to
about 600 mountain gorillas, among
the last still remaining in the world.

the police vehicle where the pair had
stopped the suspect car.

Miller, 35, married with a seven-
week-old baby, collapsed near the
scene of the shootings. He died sev-
eral hours later in hospital.

The killer’s car, believed to be a
small dark vehicle, may have gun-
shot damage. There have been no
arrests made in connection with the
shootings.

The two officers, who normally
workinuniform,weneinplainclothes
for the special operation. They were
not wearing bulletproof vests.

Israel ups military spending

By NICOLAS B. TATRO
JERUSALEM (AP) — For the
past decade, Israeli governments
putoff the generals and allowed the
military budget to slowly erode.
After all, tensions in the Mideast
were easing and peace with the
Arabs expanding.

Now, for the first time since the
peaceprocess began, Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s govern-
ment has authorized a hike in de-
fense spending — one that totals 2
billion Israeli shekels ($543 mil-
lion), or about 6.5 percent over the
current budget.

In seeking the increase,
Netanyahu pointed to Iran’s suc-
cessful test firing in July of the
Shahab 3 missile, which can reach
Israel, and its efforts to build a
nuclear weapon. He also fears a
lifting of United Nations sanctions
on Iraq, which fired Scud missiles
atIsrael during the 1991 Gulf War.

“It’s in response to the latest
developments in Iraq and Iran. We
have the means; we have the tech-
nology; we have the brain power;
we have the soldierstogive aproper
defense against this,” Netanyahu
told reporters.

Critics,
Netanyahu’shard-line government
for a change in atmosphere in the
region and the rising possibility of
conflict with Arab neighbors.

“For the first time in four years,
there is now intelligence informa-
tion that a war is not impossible,”
Yossi Beilin, aleading figure inthe

opposition Labor Party and an ar- ~ /'

chitect of the Israel-PLO agree-
ments.

“Nothing could be more sym-
bolic than this of the missed oppor-
tunity under the Netanyahu gov-
emment.”

Such critics argue that if Israel
had pursued the peace policies of
the late Prime Minister Yitzhak
Rabin, relations withthe Arabworld
at large would now be warming.

Instead. experts say Israeli plan-
ners are now factoring ina possible
conflict with neighboring Egypt,
which is significantly expanding
itsmilitary capabilities even though
it has no obvious enemies. With
American aid, Egypt has replaced
many of its Soviet weapons sys-
tems with U.S. ones — including
the M1A1 Abrams tank.

Syria, according to Israeli offi-
cials, is developing its chemical
warfare capabilities and success-
fully tested a Scud C — a ground-
to-ground missile that could reach
most of Israel.

Relations with the Palestinians
are also at a low ebb. The likeli-
hood of majorriotsorarmed clashes
with the 35,000-man Palestinian
paramilitary force has sharpened
after Yasser Arafat’s threat to defy
Israel and declare statehood next
May.

But others think it is unfair to
suggest that Netanyahu is to blame
for the spending increase or for the

" gloomy political outlook.

Mark Heller, editor of the annual
military balance published by the

‘Jaffee Center for Strategic Studies

at Tel Aviv University, said funds
were necessary for missile defense
projects, involving not only the
joint U.S.-Israeli Arrow anti-mis-

however, blame

sile missile but satellites as well.

“The speculation lately is about
space-based systems, certainly for
intelligence purposes if not more,”
Heller said.

Efraim Inbar, director of the stra-
tegic studies centerat Bar-Ilan Uni-
versity, said costly upgrades can
waitno longer. The air force needs
to upgrade its transport fleet, ac-
quire a fleet of Longbow attack
helicopters and plan for anew gen-
eration of fighter planes while the
army needs to replenish ammuni-
tion stocks and upgrade its pay
scales to compete with the high-
tech sector.

“Iwould say that the excuse, the
political excuse, is the increasing
missile threat from Iran. But the
defense establishment has been
pushing for an increase for some
time,” Inbar said.

Israel’s defense budget for next
year is 33.6 billion shekels, or $9
billion, compared to the current
31.6 billion shekel budget, or
$8.457 billion.

That compares to an inflation-
adjusted $7.4billion dollarsin 1992,
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Palestinian Liberation Organistaion leader Yasser Arafat reacts after

addressing the general assembly of the South African Parliament in
Cape Town, Wednesday. Arafat was on an official visit to the country.

Major KLLA rebel stronghold
falls in hands of Serb police

By ISMET HAJDARI
PRISTINA, Yugoslavia (AP) —
Serb forces have taken the main
rebel stronghold in southwestern
Kosovo in what appeared to be
the finale of a crackdownlaunched
last month against ethnic Alba-
nian separatists. Serb sources re-
ported Sunday.

The village of Junik. near the
border with Albania. was known
as the organizational, logistical
and weapons distribution center

for the rebel Kosovo Liberation
Army. fighting for independence
of Kosovo.

According to apolice statement
carried by state-run Tanjug news
agency, Junik fellto the Serbs late
Saturday, after nearly two weeks
under siege. No information from
Albanian sources was immedi-
ately available and the report could

not be independently confirmed.

The report said members of the

KLA tried to escape across the
border to Albanian but were
blocked by army border guards
and eventually “broken down”
and dispersed into mountain for-
ests. Four policemen died in the
operation. it said.

Junik, some 75 kilometers (50
miles) west of Pristina, first made
headlines last month when top
U.S. envoy. Richard Holbrooke,
paid a surprise visit to KLA fight-
ers there. The KLA is fighting for
the independence of Kosovo,
where ethnic Albanians account
for 90 percent of the province’s 2
million people.

Over the past weeks govern-
ment forces purged the KLLA from
several other major strongholds.
Gains by government forces, how-
ever, have proved difficult to
maintain.

On Saturday, government forces
launched coordinated attacks on at
leastnine villages, the ethnic Alba-

nians claimed. Fighting also raged
elsewhere in the province.

In Belgrade, independent radio
B92 reported that police and the
Yugoslav army used tanks and he-
licopters in the attacks. Kosovo
province is in Serbia, the larger of
the two Yugoslav republics.

While Serb forces shelled the
villages in an attempt to force the
rebels to retreat, the government
in Belgrade invited moderate Al-
banian leader Ibrahim Rugova’s
team to start negotiations as early
as next week.

But his party, the Democratic
League of Kosovo. said its hopes
that Yugoslav President Slobodan
Milosevic was serious about peace
talks.

Rugova had said earlier that the
government offensive must stop
before peace talks can begin. In
any event, Rugova has been un-
able to persuade the rebel Kosovo
Liberation Army to join him.

Hamas leader

escapes

\

jail in the West Bank

JERICHO, West Bank (AP) —
In a massive manhunt, Palestin-
ian police set up roadblocks Sun-
day and conducted house-to-
house searches for an escaped
Hamas leader also wanted by Is-
rael. .
Imad Awadallah, a leader of
the military wing of the Islamic
militant group, escaped Saturday
from a Palestinian Authority
prison in the West Bank town of
Jericho, Palestinian security offi-
cials said. Roadblocks were set
up in Jericho and in Ramallah,
where Awadallah’s family lives.
Israeli troops were also involved
in the hunt, radio reports said.
Awadallah was arrested last

spring and accused of killing
Hamas bombmaker Mohiyedine
Sharif, whose mangled body
was found March 29 at the scene
of a massive car-bomb blast in
the West Bank town of
Ramallah.

The Palestinian Authority said
the bombmaker’s death was the
result of an internal feud, aclaim
angrily denied by Hamas.

Palestinian security chief
Jibril Rajoub said recently that
Awadallah had confessed to the
killing and would be tried.

Hamas has accused Israel of
killing Sharif with the help of
the Palestinian Authority.

Hamas leaders questioned

Sunday whether Awadallah had
really escaped.

“We don’'t have any informa-
tion — the Palestinian Author-
ity did not inform us officially
about him,” said Ismail Abu
Shanab, a top Hamas official in
the Gaza Strip.

Abu Shanab said Awadallah
had been tortured in prison. “We
hold the Palestinian Authority
responsible for his safety inside
and outside the prison,” he said.

Awadallah’s brother Adel has
been on the run for several years
and is wanted by Israeli officials
for allegedly masterminding
several Hamas bombing attacks
in Jerusalem.

Sudanese rebel leader says the

CAIRO, Egypt (AP) — The only
solution to Sudan’s 15-year civil war
is the overthrow of the country’s Is-
lamic government, the mainSudanese
rebel leader said in an interview.

*This is a regime with which we
cannot do business. It terrorizes
Sudanese people, it has run down the
Sudanese economy, it is killing
people,” John Garang, whoheads the
SudanPeople’sLiberation Army, told
Associated Press Television.

**Our position ... is that this regime
is aregime that should be removed. It
cannot be improved,” he added.

The SPLA and the Sudanese gov-
ernment, which took powerina 1989
coup and imposed its brand of Is-
lamic rule, have taken part in several
rounds of peace talks but have made
little progress. The latestroundended
last monthin Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.

Sudan’s latest civil war began in

1983, and more than 1.5 million
people have died in the conflict and
famines caused by it. The rebels have
demanded greater autonomy fortheir
people in the south from a north
traditionally ruled by aMuslim, Arab
elite.

Garang repeated the SPLA posi-
tion that only a secular Sudan could
safeguard the rights of all Sudanese.

*“This will be a long step toward
peace,” Garang said.

only solution is ouster of regime

strving Sudanese bo leans against a tree inside in the famine-

struck Bahr el Ghazal province of Sudan. Food is a key weapon in

Sudan’s brutal civil war. AP

Garang was speaking during a
meeting in Cairo of the National
Democratic Alliance, an Eritrea-based
umbrella group for northern politi-
cians and southem rebels opposed to
the government.

Amongthe Sudanese attending the
meeting are Mohammed Osman al-
Mirgani, who heads the alliance, and
former Prime Minister Sadiq el-
Mahdi, who was ousted by President
Omar el-Bashir.

The meeting was held at Egypt’s
request after the Addis Ababa talks

Soldiers flash a .?—fingere

salute from Yugoslav army tanks rolling along the road near the village of Junik

Sunday. Serb forces have taken Junik, the main rebel stronghold in southwestern Kosovo in what appeared
to be the finale of a crackdown launched last month against ethnic Albanian separatists. AP

failed to yield progress. Egypt fears
the civil war could result in the parti-
tion of Sudan and affect the flow of
the Nile River, its overwhelming
source of water.

Sudan has protested Egypt’s deci-
sion tohost the meeting, saying thatit
amounted to “instigating the opposi-
tion against the Sudanese people and
their legitimate, constitutional insti-
tutions.”

Pope says ‘Don’t
yield to violence’

CASTELGANDOLFO,Italy(AP)
—Pope John Paul Il prayed Sunday
for those who lost their lives in the
bombing in Northem Ireland and
urged people there to keep their faith
in the peace process.

“I'hope for the dear island that the
people of goodwill will not yield to
violence. Ihope they can preserve the
peaceful cooperation on which the
country depends,” John Paul said in
his weekly Sunday address.

He called the bombing ““tragic and
nonsensical,” and evoked eternal rest
for those who died.

“We evoke the blessing of God on
the many injured, the families of the
dead, and for those who continue to
have confidence in the dialogue and
in the agreement,” he added.

He spoke to a crowd gathered be-

_ neathhiswindow of Castel Gandolfo,

apalace southeastof Rome thatserves
as his vacation retreat.
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Finance Ministry officials:

Japan to defend the yen

TOKYO (AP)—The U.S. dollar
rose against the yen in early trad-
ing Monday, following concerns
Friday in New York trading about
economic stability in Russia. To-
kyo stock prices fell.

The dollar bought 146.15 yen,
up 1.27 yen from late Friday in
Tokyo, butlowerthanits late New
York rate of 146.35 yen.

Persistentdoubts about Russia’s
currency and economy led to a
surge in the dollar against the yen
and other currencies in New York
on Friday, traders said.

But the dollar’s gains were
slowed after Eisuke Sakakibara,
the Japanese Finance Ministry’s
vice finance minister for interna-
tional affairs, warned authorities
were ready to intervene should
the dollar rise to 147 yen.

Sakakibara is known as “Mr.

Yen™ because of his influence on .

currency markets.

Early Monday, Haruhiko
Kuroda, the head of the Interna-
tional Bureau at the Ministry of
Finance, said Japan remains com-
mitted to defending the yen.

“We have been saying we will
act in foreign exchange markets
appropriately, asneeded,” Kuroda
said, adding that the dollar has
grown too strong against the yen.

The dollar also drifted lower in
Tokyo amid concerns the grow-
ing sex scandal embroiling the
White House may continue to pre-
occupy Washington.

President Bill Clinton will tes-
tify before a grand jury later Mon-
day over the nature of his rela-
tions with former White House
intern Monica Lewinsky. Media
have speculated that he may ad-

mit to a limited sexual relation-
ship.

On the Tokyo Stock Exchange,
the benchmark 225-issue Nikkei
Stock Average lost more ground
early Monday after ending last
week at a seven-week low.

It fell 210.84 points, or 1.39
percent, to 14,913.09 at the close
of the moming session. On Fri-
day, the Nikkei index sank 258.09
points, or 1.68 percent — its low-
est since June 24.

The market’s dive stemmed, in
part, from a worsening of senti-
ment following a decline in U.S.
stocks traded on Wall Street Fri-
day, traders said.

The Dow Jones industrial in-
dex closed down 34.50 points, or
0.4 percent, at 8,425.00, its low-
est close since late February and
9.8 percent below its peak of

TOKYO (AP) _ A magnitude 4.6
earthquake shook an area of moun-
tainous central Japanearly Monday
that has been rocked by a series of
similar temblors, the Japanese Me-
teorological Agency said.
There were no immediate re-
ports of injuries or serious damage.
Thelatestquakestruckatabout
10:15 am. local time (0115 GMT)
and was centered in the sparsely
inhabited Hida region of Gifu pre-
fecture, 220 kilometers (140 miles)

Quakes shake central Japan

west of Tokyo, the agency said.
A total of 92 earthquakes have
jolted the area since midnight Sun-

day, but only one was strong enough -

to be felt by humans, it said.

Thousandsoftremorshave been
reported over the past few days in
Gifu and neighboring Nagano pre-
fecture, including one Sunday
which triggered a landslide forcing
90 people to evacuate a hot springs
resort.

- Afteranemergency meetinglate

last week, members of Japan’s
Scienceand Technology Agency’s
seismologicalcommittee said the
earthquakes will likely continue
for several more weeks.

The same area experienced
similar spates of seismic activ-
ity in 1990 and 1967.

Japan is one of the world’s
mostearthquake-pronenations, sit-
ting atop four tectonic plates, slabs
ofland that move across the earth’s
surface.

Japanese police nab man believed

TOKYO (AP) _A36-yearold Japa-
nese man allegedly distraught by a
scolding from his father has been
arrested on suspicion of contaminat-
ing a drinking water cistern with
chemical weed killer, police said
Monday.

The man, whose name was not
released, was taken into custody on
Sunday in southwestern Japan’s
Kagoshima prefecture, or state, after
he allegedly poured an unknown
quantity of defoliant into a small wa-

who declined to be named.

Residents of a nearby house
alerted police Saturday after discov-
ering greenish, foul-smelling water
running from taps, but no one was
sickened in the incident, the police
spokesman said.

It was the latest in a series of
poisoning scares in recent weeks that
have unsettled Japanese and raised
fears of copycat incidents.

In July, four people died from
eating curry laced with cyanide and
arsenic at a festival in southwestern

ter tank, said a police spokesman,

to have contaminated water tank

Japan. Two weeks later, 10 people in
northernJapansuffered vomitingand
numbness after drinking tea contain-
ing a toxic sodium compound.

Last Friday, three sisters in the
city of Kyoto suffered mild numb-
ness and trembling after eating cakes
from a pastry shop leading police to
checkthe sweets fortoxicsubstances.

Also last week, a man was ar-
rested innorthemn Japan for allegedly
trying to blackmail a confectionery
shop by threatening to lace its cakes
with salmonella.
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A Navy honor guard stands at attention during a ceremony to christen the 500-ton Hsinchiang, a patrol vessel

designed to protect Taiwan's shipping aiid island claims in the South China Sea. ap

9,337.97 on July 17.

Investors are also worried about
the fate of a set of bills designed to
stabilize Japan’s shaky financial
system, said Eiji Tomaru, a man-
ager at the investor information
group at Kankaku Securities Co.

Opposition lawmakers have
criticized the government’s bank-
ing legislation as a taxpayer-
funded bailout which doesn’t pun-
ish inept executives.

3,

A trader rests his head on his hand during morning trading on the Tokyo

The broader Tokyo Stock Price
Index of all issues listed on the
firstsectionretreated 12.83 points,
or 1.10 percent, to 1,155.97.

The TOPIX fell 12.91 points, or
1.09 percent on Friday.

Meanwhile, the yieldonthe bench-
mark No. 182 10-yearJapanese gov-
emment bond fell to 1.160 percent
from Friday’s finish of 1.175 yen,
pushing its price up to 112.04 yen
from 111.94 yen.

Stock Exchange Monday. The benchmark 225-issue Nikkei Stock
Average fell over 200 points to bellow the psychologically important
15,000 line atthe close of the session, following a deciine in U.S. stocks

traded on Wall Street.  ap
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Calendar section.
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e are now accepting listings for our new Community

Listings must pertain to events such as weddings, christenings,
anniversaries, special observations or occasions, achievements

of local residents and activities of non-political local organiza- §
tions and groups. We will be happy to list ongoing or weekly &
events such as club meetings, support groups, sports events, etc. K

How to list your event with Community Calendar

Listings must pertain to events such as weddings,
christenings, anniversaries, special observations

or accasions, achievements of local residents and
activities of non-political local organizations and

groups.

Information must be accompanied by all information concerning
the event. Le., names, dates, places. event

title, ete. Also include phone numbers and contacts for
additional information. Be as complete as possible.

Photos must be accompanied by appropriate captions
and identification of subjects in photos.

Listings for CNMI can be faxed to (670) 234-9271 or mailed to:
slarianas Variety, Community Calendar;
P. O. Box 231 Saipan, MP 96950

Listings for Guam can be faxed to (671) 649-4687 or mailed to:
Marianas Variety, Community Calendar,
960 South Muarine Drive, Suite 132, Tamuning, Guam 96911,
E-mail us at: yas@gtepacificanet
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Swiss banks defend settlement

ZURICH, Switzerland (AP) —
Switzerland's two largest commer-
cial banks defended a $1.25 billion
settlement to end lawsuits on behalf
of Holocaust survivors, saying Sun-
day that the record payout was justi-

Switzerland said of Wednesday’s
agreement.

“It would certainly have been far
lower three years ago, and marginal
10, 20 or 40 years ago.” before inter-
national pressure on the banks began

Rainer Gut, chairman of Credit
Suisse, the other bank involved, told
another Zurich weekly,
SonntagsBlick, that the settlement
was “'a defensible agreement.”

The settlement ends all claims not

fied. to mount, he added in an interview  only agagst Sthe two banks, but a]tﬁo
~Of course the sum s very large,”  with  the  Zurich weekly  against the Swiss government, the

Marcel Ospel of United Bank of SonntagsZeitung, Central Bank,othercommercial banks

: “Rightnow wesufferfromashort-  Corps.
ACtlon LI age of physician specialists. Joint re- Low salaries have been blarned for
i lacements, forexample, arenotcov-  the void.

Continued from page 8 gred by insurance companies on-is- “Entry level nurses on-islanq are

private public parmership. land; it’s hard tokeepspecialistshere  only paid $24,0009eryear, andinthe
The new hospital willnotbecom-  who are not being compensated for  statesthat nurpbernsqsually closerto

pleted for a least two years Taitano  their work,” he added. $40,000,. Taitano said. _

said. Toaddress ashortage of nurses, the A nursing task force will be meet-

Other goals are to fill shortages in
nursing and recruit more physicians.

groupisconsidering creatinganurses
corps, similar to the Guam Teacher

ing today at 3:00 p.m. in the GMH
board room.

and Swiss companies. A number of
U.S. states and cities had threatened
sanctionsif a settlementhad not been
reached.

Economics Minister Pascal
Couchepin told SonntagsZeitung he
was happy a*‘vicious circle” of sanc-
tions had been avoided, but Finance
Minister Kaspar Villiger told Swiss
radio the agreement left a “slightly
unpleasant aftertaste.”

One of the four parties in the coali-
tion government, the Socialist Party,
welcomed the settlement, but said
many questions remained unan-
swered. Twoothers, bothcenter-right

parties, also expressed doubts that it
would defuse tensions.

The government, which did not
take part in the negotiations, has said
the settlement is a matter for those
involved. .

The commercial banks say they
expect other companies and the Cen-
tral Bank to help finance the settle-
ment, but the main political parties
oppose any such contribution.

Whetherto contribute “is the Cen-
tral Bank s problem,”Couchepinsaid.
““Who pays the check is not my prob-
lem. The banks will find the neces-

sary money.”

Police. ..

Continued from page 16

Villagomez ...

Continued from page 3

said, should decide whetherit can be
forwarded to the congressman.
Villagomez said itis “‘not unusual”
for acongressman to ask information
from CUC.
“We provide them all the things,”

he said.

In his recent letter to Villagomez,
Apatang said his committee needs
the following documents for review:

« A copy of the request for proposal
on the project;

« Copies of proposals submitted
following the issuance of the RFP;

« Copies of the CUC project re-

view committee’s evaluation of each
proposal and the scoring system uti-
lized;

« Copies of the same committee’s
evaluation of each “‘short list”
“offerers™ proposal pursuant to the
second round of submissions; and

« Copies of letters between the
“offerers” and the committee.

Warehouse ...

Continued from page 3

retailing company.
DPS. she added. is looking into the
probable cause or causes of the fire.
Meanwhile, a woman has reported

a possible theft of vehicle incident,
involvingawhite4-door 1996 Toyota
Corollawith plate number ABD 196.

The last time the car was seen was
on Aug. 11.

Asked why the owner, Hui Juan
Wau, reported the lost only on Sun-
day, Ada said, “That’s a good

question.”

She added that it was Hui's
friend, Guo Hong Zhen, who noti-
fied the police about the missing car.

“Once again,” Ada said, “DPS is
appealing to anyone who have seen
the car or knows anything about this
incident to please contact us.”

Guam . ..

Continued from page 3

He explained that instead of pro-
moting Guam itself he hopes to pro-
mote Micronesia as a whole.

An example being that visitors
would armive onGuamspendacouple
of dayshere and then fly outto Saipan,
Tinian, then, Pohnpel.

GVB PIO Leigh Gutierrez, said
that aside from the Japanese reces-
sion, the slight drop indicates that
Guamisfacinghighcompetitionfrom

other destinations in Asia. YO -

According to Gutierrez, although
Guamisfacing adecline, the industry
as a whole is pulling together.

Both Dee and Gutierrez state that
although Japan represents Guam’s
biggest market, GVB is currently

promoting Guam in other markets,
like Taiwan and Korea.

Currently, GVB is working on a
Winter Campaign for the Japanese
market. The Winter campaign will
run from October to December, Ami
Suzuki and Tetsuya Komuro are on
board as well.

The two are prominent talents in
the Japanese music industry and were
apartof Guam’s Summer campaign.

1. Callto Order
2. Roll Call

VII. ADJOURNMENT

above agenda items.

2. Teacher Evaluation
3. Principal’s Evaluation 6.
IV. COMMISSIONER’S REPORT
V. COMMITTEE REPORTS
V1. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Commonwealth of the Northern Mariana Islands
STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION
PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

Notice of Meetiny

L PRELIMINARY MATTERS

3. Adoption of Agenda
4. Adoption of Minules (12th, 13th, & 14th meetings)
1.  CORRESPONDENCE
[II. CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT
1. Bilingual Programs Assessment

SIXTH CNMI STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41, the State Board of Education hereby gives notice that the regular
meeting of the Board will be held on Friday, August 21,1998 at 9:30 a.m. in the Board Conference

of the Nauru Building, Saipan.

The following items are on the agenda for the above referenced meeting:

4. NMI Civics Book Status

5. lIssues & Concerns

Legal Counsel’s Replacement

All interested persons are welcome to attend and to submit written or oral testimony on the

In his address Habibie decried
May s violence as “barbaric.”

Women’s groups allege 168
women and girls were raped during
May’s riots, many of them ethnic
Chinese who were targeted for their
affluence. Thousands of Chinese-
owned houses and buildings were
ransacked and burned.

While Chinese makeuponly about
four percent of the population, they
control much of the economy and
have been targeted as scapegoats for

Indonesia’s financial mess.

China has demanded the Indone-
sian government take firm action to
protect its ethnic Chinese citizens,
andprotestersin Taiwan, HongKong
and the United States have called for
those responsible to be arrested.

Althoughdownplayingthechances
of renewed violence, Jakarta's gov-
ernorhas reportedly suggestedonthe
capital’s residents to arm themselves
with clubs, spears and swords.

“Don’t hesitate to use weapons to
protectyourselves.... that’scompletely
tolerable if it’s for self-defense,” the
Jakarta Post newspaper Saturday

quoted Gov. Sutiyoso as saying.

For the. ..

Continued from page 10

Each entrant will be limited to a
maximumoffiveentries withamaxi-
mum of three in any single medium.

There will be no entry fee. All
entries must be received notlaterthan
five in the afternoon of October 5 at

the Multipurpose Center. Entriescan
be dropped off October 1,2 and 5
from 8 amto4:30 pm. Entries before
October 1stmay be hand delivered to
the Division of Youth Services in
Garapan.

Interested participants could reach
For The Children or the Division of
Youth Services at 664-2550/2567. —
LAlonso

Arts ...

Continued from page 10

made on August 19 after which the
respective artist will be notified to
complete a “finished” design by
August 24.

The selected artist will receive
a $100.00 stipend and copies of
the printed poster and program.

For more information please
contact SinfoPinaulaor Tina Fos-
ter at the Arts Council Office at
322-9982 or 322-9983.

GOALS. ..

Continued from page 10

$135,000.

“We have just received this
morning the US Department of
Education’s approval document
on the GOALS 2000 grant,”
Matson told the Variety.

He added that the decrease in
the said grant is due to fluctuation
in the overall federal grant com-

putation. He did not elaborate.

The GOALS 2000 grant is pri-
marily used for school reforms
and improvement.

The San Vicente Elementary
School, forexample, has used the
grant to buy audio-video equip-
ment for students.

The Marianas High School has
also used the same grant for its
special reading program and other
cultural projects for at risk and
marginal performing students.

Teno . ..

Continued from page 10

Hotel and Casino, paving the way
for cost-trimming measures in-
cluding mass retrenchment, ac-
cording to a senior company offi-
cial.

Kui Fah Liew, general manager
of Hong Kong Entertainment which
operates the Tinian Dynasty, iden-
tified several factors behind the
company’s “‘painful” decision to
either cut down the number of em-
ployees or manpower hours by al-
most 50 percent.

“Developing new markets in
China and Hong Kong is proving
painfully difficultdue tothe lack of
reasonable airfares, limited avail-
ability of flights and restrictive

immigration protocol, not tomen-

tion non-existing easy interna-
tional direct access to our lovely
Tinian,” Liew said in an internal
memorandum.

Tinian Dynasty previously raised
hopes that the five-star hotel-ca-
sino resort will be able to attract
casino players and leisure tourists
from mainland China and Hong
Kong. Consider it a double
whammy but recent reports indi-
cated the continued devaluation of
many currencies in Asia, follow-
ing the decline of Chinese and Hong
Kong currencies.

The resort also suffered a big
blow from the dramatic drop in the
number of Japanese visitors to the
Northern Marianas. Reports from
the Marianas Visitors Authority
noted anall-time 46 percentdropin
arrival figures last month,
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Guam. ..

Continued from page 1

nel should be trained at Guam
Community College’s Professional
Technical Institute .

Reyes believed that he was not
required by law to send his recruits to
GCC. .

Yesterday’s hearing drew a large
crowd from several agencies.

One of the first to testify was attor-
ney Jack Avery who pointed out that
while the wording of the law was
vague, there was nothing in it that
exempts the fire department from
getting its training through GCC.

“If the legislature didn’t say they
didn’thave to goto the academy, that
doesn’t mean they don’t have to go.
Theagenciesalwaystrainedtogether,”
Avery said.

Douglas Moylan, an attomey for
the Legislature concurred.

“By law, the Guam Fire Depart-
ment can’t establish their own acad-
emy,” Moylan said, adding that the
law that split the fire and police de-
partments took all in-house training
and moved it to GCC.

Charfauros began the discussion
announcing that when it came to
issues regarding training for Guam
Fire Department recruits, there was
little room for flexibility.

“We won’t compromise on train-
ing,” Charfaurosstated. “Idon’thave
to give examples on how people on
istand have been hurt (fromimproper
training).”

Citing the example of the recent
shooting of a civilian by a Guam
police officer, Charfauros stressed
the importance of adequate training.

“Once we make a decision, we
can’t reverse it. Again, I won’t com-
promise on issues of public safety —
I won’t support a reduction in train-
ing” .
Pre-hearing releases indicated that
the oversight hearing would address
several issues along with training,
such as diug test results, promotions
and hiring practices, but as the hear-
inggotunderway, training dominated
the discussion.

Testimony from GCC Chairman

of the Board, Atanacio Diaz indi-
cated that Reyes had contacted GCC
requesting training for his recruits
with some exceptions to the cumicu-
lum.

According to Diaz, he maintained
thathe could not make changestothe
curriculum. *T told him that if he
didn’t like-the way the curriculum
was set up, so be it, but we are in
accordance with the law.”

Charfauros interjected that he had
thoughtthatReyes wasalready work-
ing with the Executive Director of
GCC’s Professional Technical Insti-
tute, Col. A.P. Sgambelluri inorderto
remedy his training issues and he
wondered why Reyeshad gonetothe
Board of Directors anyway.

As questions were posed as to the
extra expense of utilizing ProTech
curriculum and its relevance to the
training needed by new fire fighters
and the issues overcosts incurred, the
panel was assured that GCC was not
making extra money off of GFD
training.

They were alsotold thatthe college
would work with the Fire Depart-
ment to work out financial arrange-
ments that both parties could work
with.

President of Guam Community
College, John Cruztold the panel that
he had been approached by Chief
Reyesrequesting that GCCoffercredit
to recruits who had trained at Reyes

" in-house academy.

*The college will not certify train-
ingwe don’thave controlover,”Cruz
stressed. “We can’t offer credit for
training that went on before and we
can’t offer credit for coursework that
we don’t offer.”

Cruz stated that by offering credit
for unapproved coursework, as had
beensuggested by Reyes, the college
risks accreditation.

As a member of the agency that
conducts accreditation reviews, he
told the hearing thathe would have to
rule against his own institution.

Cruz said he would be open to
working with Chief Reyesincustom-
izing the program for fire recruits, but
he would not reduce the standard for
training.

Reyes had stated in earlier inter-

views that he would follow the train-

* ing requirements as put forth by the

National Fire Protection Association.

The code of the NFPA requires that
—"thelocal orstate/provincial training
programshallestablishboththe instruc-
tional priority and the program content
to prepare individuals to meet the per-
formance objectives of this standard.”

Reyes stated that his main interest
wasinseeing thatqualified personnel
be placed in the field as soon as
possible.

But others on the panel were con-
cemedthatbyrushingrecruitsthrough
training in-house, they would not be
trained to the standard required by
law; and if they chose to relocate,
evenif they’'d worked as fire fighters
onGuam, they wouldnotbe qualified
to work in other areas because they
had not received accredited training.

Reyesexpressedconcemthatsince
the newly hired and untrained re-
cruits are close to the time where they
will either be confirmed as perma-
nentemployees or dismissed, that he
was concemned that they be trained as
soon as possible.

Charfauros and Senator Ben
Pangelinan warned the Chief that
he’d promised recruits training as
partof the terms of their hiring and by
not sending them to GCC he was
reneging on a promise. “You can’t
use a back door approach,” wamed
Charfauros.

It was Senator Joanne Brown who
finally lost patience with the warring
agencies. ‘T won’t support a legisla-
tive remedy,” she told the panel.

“I suggest that you all roll up your
sleevesand putyourheadstogetherto
solve this. That’s why you're in the
positions you're in.”

Intheend,Reyesagreedtosend his
recruits through ProTech and GCC
agreed to work with the Chief to
ensure that recruits would get the
training they needed per the law and
thatthey wouldbe spared fromtaking
classes not relevant to their program-
classes that may be better suited to
public safety officials in other agen-
cies.

“I"'m pleased with the outcome of
this meeting,” Reyes told reporters.

*“The problem that existed really

Case. . .
Continued from page 1
eign Affairs in Majuro.

INS officials found 12 passports
and 20 residency and naturalization
certificates in his possession, docu-
ments which Marshall Islands offi-
cials say were illegally issued and
turned over to Chen.

The deepening passport scandal is
also affecting relations with the U.S.
Since the mid-1990s, U.S. State De-
partment officials have repeatedly

. raised concerns about the passport

sales program because many of the
purchasers attempted touse theirnew
passports to enter the U.S.

While natural bom Marshall Is-
lands have visa-free travel privileges
tothe U.S., anaturalized citizen must
meetaminimum five-yearresidency
requirement before being eligible for
travel to the U.S.

While U.S. Ambassador to the

‘Marshall Islands Joan Plaisted de-

clined to comment on the INS inter-
ception of Chen in Guam, she said
that the U.S. is very concemed about
protectionofitsborders andthat {raud
of any kind in attempts to enter the
U.S. is considered very serious.
Itwas revealed hatinan interview

with the INS in Guam, Chen said he
paid recently retired Immigration
Chief Una Watak $100,000 in July
for the 12 passports and 20 centifl-
cates of residency and naturalization,

The court action was motivated by
Muller, who authorized prosecutors
to proceed against Chen.

Localattomey DennisReeder, who
is representing Chen, asked for a
postponementof thearraignmentuntil
this week after Chief Justice Daniel
Cadra returns to Majuro to allow
Reeder time to meet with his client.

Judge Bokerok Helai agreedto the
detay, butordered Chen to tumin his
passpori tothe High Court, remainon
Majuro,andtomect withthe Marshall
Islands prosecutor and immigration
officials.

An affidavit by Muller said that he
learmed about the passports scheme
on July 8, when a Continental
Micronesianemployee in Majuro
informed him that he had seen a
“bundle of passports” in Chen's
lugpage as he was boarding the
flight for Guam. Based on this
tip, Muller alerted the U.S. Em-
bassy in Majuro, requesting the
assistance of the INS to intereept
Chen.

INS detained Chen, and found the

passports and other documents in his
possession, Muller’s affidavit said.

INSofficialsalsointerviewed Chen
and provided the Foreign Ministry
with the signed interview. Init, Chen
states that he received the documents
in exchange for $100,000 that he
gave to Watak.

Watak said recently that the pass-
port sales program had contributed
greatlytotheeconomy of the Marshall
Islands by eaming millionsof dollars.

He is one of a number of govemn-
ment officials who have been called
totestify before the parliament’s Pub-
lic Accounts committee that is inves-
tigating the passport program.

Watak asked recently in a pub-
lic statement why he was being
singled out for investigation when
many other government officials
were also involved in the sales.

Muller said thata check of immi-
grationrecords “failed tolocate any
record of the passport numbers of
the passports confiscated from
(Chen) in Guam.”

Muller said that he had “no
doubt that the confiscated pass-
ports are invalid and I have for-
malfly canceled themn all and advised
the necessary intemitional authori-
ties.”

wasn’t a problem. We will continue
to negotiate, but I didn’t go away
from GCC, eventhoughittook along
time to smooth the issues.”

Cruz said that he too, was happy
with the conclusion. “T will sit down
with the Chief and go through the
curriculum. We regularly revise our
curriculumtokeepupwiththetimes.”

Cruz did say that he felt that some
of the courses that Reyes had ob-

jected to should stay in the program,
including courses that assist person-
nel in dealing with the public and
each other and courses that teach
recruits how to write.

*“It’sour jobtodetermine curriculurm,
that's what our agency does. My job
now is to be persuasive enough to get
the chief to see certain points of view.”

GFD is slated to begin training at
GCC in about two weeks.

U.N. ..

Continued from page 1

as an interim measure, was ap-
proved by Guam voters in 1987.

The U.S. Department of State,
which reports to the U.S. committee
on an annual basis, refused to com-
ment on the resolution’s adoption,
and instead referred queries to the
Department of the Interior.

The resolution was adopted by
consensus of the special committee
members, who had heard U.S. Rep-
resentative David Scott object to lan-
guage in the document relating (o
self-determination for Chamorros of
Guam and immigration to the island.

The committee adopted the resolu-
tion after emerging from a closed
session. It also approved another, on
the matier of visiting missions.

The committee stressed the need
for U.N. representatives to visit non-
self-goveming territories to “facili-
tate the full, speedy and effective
implementation of the General As-
sernbly Declaration on the Granting
of Independence to Colonial Coun-
tries and Peoples,” according to the
U.N. press release.

The last time the U.S. authorized a
U.N. mission to Guam was in 1979,
whenislanders drafted aconstitution.

Guam voters ultimately rejected
the document after it was revised by
the U.S. Congress.

Guam  Commission.  on
Decolonization Co-Chairman Ron
Rivera said Thursday that the U.S.
had beensuccessful in previous years
to change the language of U.N. state-
ments on Guam so that they did.not
acknowledge Chamorro self-deter-
mination.

*“This (resolution) restores accu-

racy to the language in the resolution
on the Guam situation,” he said.

Scott, the U.S. representative who
participated in discussions with U.N.
committee members last week, mis-
represented Guam’simmigrationsitu-
ation, Rivera said.

Scott characterized the relatively
recent,dramaticchangeintheisland’s
demographics “'as outsiders being
petitioned by Guam residents, as if
we were the ones that let these people
in,” Rivera said.

*‘Guam clarified that it is not the
Chamorros who are petitioning.”

Rivera was accompanied to the
U.N. meetings by Leland Bettis, ex-
ecutive director of Guam’s
decolonization commission.

Bettis said Thursday that the U.S.
did not think the U.N.’s stand-alone
resolution was necessary, based on
Scott’s representation.

“But their objections don’t stand
up toscrutiny... Chamorro self-deter-
mination is the comerstone of the
decolonization process, and the U.S.
just doesn’t support it.”

Bettis noted that the U.N. commit-
tee recently passed a resolution on
Puerto Rico’s political status for the
firsttime in years. He alsopointed out
that some members abstained from
voting on that resolution, while none
abstained on the Guam statement.

“There was no dissension from
committee members. This is signifi-
cant,”he said, ‘because they reported
itout unanimous.”

Despite its reporting on Guam an-
nually to the U.N. committee and its
participation in last week’s discus-
sions, the U.S. State department’s
Bureau of Public Affairs referred

1y

querieson‘‘mattersrelating toGuam
Continued on page 26

DOEF. ..

Continued from page 1

fall, casting doubts whether the
CNMI will meet the projected rev-
enues for the next fiscal year or not.

According to the report submitted
by the Department of Finance to the
Office of the Governor, actual rev-
enues generated as of end-Junesslidto
$170.557 million from the projected
$172.422 million,

Butthereportstressed thatJune has
been historically the lowest collec-
tion month, as it raises hopes that
actual collectionsinJuly willincrease.

Thus, the intensified effort to
institute a plan that involves col-
lection through the refund sys-
tem, where the government de-
ducts from the tax refunds the
taxpayers’ outstanding financial
obligations, and monitoring of con-
tractor obligations.

The four-point collection scheme
also includes the levying of taxpay-
ers’ funds and contacting them
through the telephone.

Gov. PedroP. Tenorio, banking on
the recently enacted laws and poli-
cies, expressed confidence that the
govemment will meet the projected

revenuesashe indicated inhis revised
budget proposal.

He is counting on the funds that
will be generated from the recently-
signed Fiscal Integrity Act which
promises increased revenues since it
eliminates the eamed income credit
(EIC).liftsthe limitinthe numberand
increases the licensing fees of poker
and pachinko machines.

Tenoriosaid a meager net increase
in resources was identified in the
revised projections over the May |
submitted estimates. He said an in-
crease of $5 million over and above
the administration’s first estimate on
revenue collection from wages and
salary for the next fiscal year is
expected.

At the same time, the govern-
ment is now working toward the
completion of delegating the busi-
ness licensing function to the fi-
nance department’s taxation di-
vision, with the continued input-
ting of business license applications
intothe J.D. Edward system.

The DOF has drafted a legisla-
tion which seeks to establish a
business license and amusement
license section, administered by a
licensing regulatory branch man-

ager.




e - > LIRS A |

Fev iy ta ’ . [IEYRY

rsoorN

ST T e AT ot M LTSRS+ =

24.MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-TUESDAY- AUGUST 18, 1998

“>Marianas

‘Classified Ads Section _
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NOTE: If some reason your adverfisement is incomect, call us
ry corrections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsible only for one incomrect insertion. We
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time.

immediately to make the necessa

DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication

Employment Wanted

3 :?'Job'Vé_cancy. .

- Announcement -

01 COMPRESSOR-Salary:$3.05 per

hour
Contact: WUSHIN CORPORATION Tel.
322-7415(8/18)T27612

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$1,400.00
per month
Contact: ROYAL CROWN INSURANCE
CORPORATION Tel. 234-2256(8/
18)T27621

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$2,000.00 per month

Contact: PAN OCEANIA MARITIME
SRVC (SPN) LTD. dba TNT Express
Worldwide Tel. 235-6181(8/18)T73701

02 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: CHUNG HUA INC. dba Chung
Hua Restaurant Tel. 234-7768(8/
18)T27613

01 WELDER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: YOUNG CHUL PARK dba Pro-
fessional Enterprises Tel. 235-4333(8/
18)T727615

01 ASSISTANT MANAGER-RETAIL
STORE-Salary:$3.05-4.50 per hour
Contact: BACK IN TIME, INC. Tel. 323
1023(8/18)T27616

03 CAR RENTAL AGENT-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: VENTURE TRANSPORTA-
TION CNM CORP. dba Budget Car
Rental Tel. 234-3347(8/25)727702

01 MAINTENANCE (BUILDING RE-
PAIR)-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: LORETA RANGAMAR dba
Joyce Enterprises Tel. 234-1774(8/
25)T27696

01 KITCHEN HELPER-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: MANUEL T. & MARIA DELA
CRUZ dba Dela Cruz Pastry Tel. 234-
6978(8/25)T27695

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: CLY PACIFIC TRADING
CORP. dba CLY Retail Store Tel. 234-
2858(8/25)T27703

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Salary:$3.05

per hour
Contact: WESTERN PACIFIC, INC. (8/

25)T73835

03 MASON-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: HONG YE TRADING COM-
PANY Tel. 235-8748(8/25)T27699

01 MAINTENANCE BUILDING RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

02 TAILOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: SAMPO CORPORATION Tel.
234-2216(8/25)T27700

01 SALES ASSOCIATE-Salary:$3.10
per hour

.Contact: CARMEN SAFEWAY ENTER-
PRISES dba Baby News, Floral Lane,
Pacifica Funeral Services, C-Mart Tel.
234-7313(9/1)T73974

01 MAINTENANCE-BUILDING RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per hour
Contact: MERMAID SAIPAN ENTER-
PRISES CO., LTD. Tel. 233-9219(8/
18)T27617

03 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: KUMANOM! ISLAND CO,,
LTD. Tel. 233-9219(8/18)T27618

02 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05-3.25
per hour

Contact: SAIPAN NIPPO KOGYO CO.,
LTD. Tel. 233-9219(8/18)T27619

01 MAINTENANCE ELECTRICAL RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.06 per hour

Contact: SNE SAIPAN CO., LTD. Tel.
235-1799(8/18)T27620

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: FLORENCIA M. PABLO dba
R&F Enterprises Tel. 235-2503(8/
18)T27625

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

Contact: TROPICAL RENT A CAR dba
House of Fabrics Tel. 288-0373(8/
18)T27626

01 DRAFTER STRUCTURALS-Sal-
ary:$900.00 per month

01 MECHANIC(MAINTENANCE)-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.15 per hour

12 GARDENERS-Salary:$3.05-3.15 per
hour

Contact: LANDSCAPERS
MICRONESIA CORPORATION Tel.
234-7331(8/18)T27581

01 PRODUCTION MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$7.00-18.00 per hour

30 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

05 ASST. PRODUCTION MANAGER-
Salary:$7.00-15.00 per hour :
Contact: EXPRESS MANUFACTUR-
ING INC. Tel. 322-6743(8/18) 727623

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Salary:
$5.00 per hour

Contact: SEASHORE INC. Tel. 234-
5549

01 COMPUTER PROGRAMMER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-6.00 per hour
Contact: EIGHT CORPORATION Tel.
235-8373(8/25)T27708

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: YU'S ENT. (USA) INC., LTD.
dba Chiotto Ettchina Omiyage Yasan
Tel. 233-1390(9/1)T27798

01 CONSTRUCTION WORKER-Sal-
ary:54.50 per hour »

02 HEAVY EQUIPMENT OPERRTOR-
Salary:$4.50-11.25 per hour

Contact: HAWAIIAN ROCK PROD-
UCTS CORPORATION Tel. 322-0407(9/
1)T27797

01 COOK-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
Contact: PASTIME SAIPAN INC., Tel.
234-5050(9/1)T73965

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.25 per hour

Contact: PAUL S. KHANG dba 3K Cor-
poration Tel. 235-2222(9/1)T27795

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:53.05 per hour

Contact: MERMAID SAIPAN ENTER-
PRISES CO., LTD. Tel. 233-9219(9/
1)T28502

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$5.00 per
hour

Contact: LEE P. GANACIAS dba
Radiocom Saipan, Inc. Tel. 234-8904(9/
1)T28501

03 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: PARK'S CORPORATION dba
Kung Chun Restaurant Tel. 234-7413
F27529

Attention to Detail
Makes the Difference.
30 years of construction experience

in California and Saipan

CUSTOM HOME CONSTRUCTION

AAA-4137 BOX 1001, SAIPAN
(670) 288-7766 » FAX 288-7767

LOT FOR SALE

San Vicente, 1583 sq. m,——
Tuturan, 5851 sq. m.

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$1,200.00 per month

Contact: S.J.G. CORPORATION Tel.
235-3403(8/25)T27705

——Capitol Hill, 3420 sq. m.——
Contact: Frank Yuan

Tel. 1-626-588-3660 Fax: 1-626-588-3655
E-mail; frank @c-me.com

JOB VACANCY ANNOUNGEMENT

"ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE |

A (SALES & MARKETING) .
Employee in this classification i primaily involvedin Long Distance elephone Sale-Services.

MINIMUM SKILLS:

« GOOD ORAL AND WRITTEN COMMUNICATION SKILLS.

o STRONG ANALYTICAL AND ORGANIZATION SKILLS

o ABILITY TO DETERMINE CUSTOMER REQUIREMENTS.

« KNOWLEDGE OF GENERAL ACCOUNT EXECUTIVE PROCEDURES.

« ABILITY TO WORK EFFECTIVELY WITH OTHER EMPLOYEES AND THE GENERAL PUBLIC.
« COMPUTER UTERATE.

« PREV. SALES EXPERIENCE

Interested applicants may complete an application af the

OVERSEAS, INC.
I &

Sablan Bldg., 1st Floor, San Jose, Saipan

U.S. MARSHAL
AUCTION

«1988 Chevrolet Celebrity” White, 4DR, 44,000 Miles, Aircon

Sold to the highest bidder, bids below $800 will not be con-
sidered, the Marshal reserves the right to accept or reject
any and all bids, sealed bids will be accepted, no need fo
be present for the auction, the auction will take place on
Wednesday at 10AM on August 19, 1998 at the u.s.
Marshal Office, First Floor, Horiguchi Building, confact Deputy
Rex Fullmer at 234-6563 if you have any questions.
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PROFESSIONAL SECRETARY

Skills to include:
Word Processing, Basic Bookkeeping & Standard Office Procedures.
Must be abie to communicate effectively.
Salary commensurate upon Education/experience.
Call Jack McClure, GM [ Pacific Subsea Saipan Inc.
Tel. 322-7734

JOB VACANCY ECN///—iea
e P ece | | 7% it
Life Guarding Certificate JOB VAGANGY
(Local Hire) ANNOUNGEMENT
; One (1) Warehouseman
ele Sanng One (1) A/C & Ref Technician
3.50 One (1) Salesperson

Interesteti parson can apply at {Hote! & Restaurant Equipment & Supplies)
Saipan Ocean View Hotel. LOCATEDCOHI\}I\ E%TLPL 11\31{13\%1.5 ROAD,

Tel. #234-8300/8301. IN FRONT OF PACIFIC DAILY NEWS

APARTIVENT FOR RENT

*Studio Type Room
*Two Bedrooms
*Fully Furnished
*24 Hours Water
*Nice Ocean View
*8an Vicente Area
*New Apartment

Tel. 322-3364(Day) Amy
235-3365(Night)

‘HOUSE FOR RENT

‘s 2 to 4 Bedrooms

¢ 1 to 2 Kitchen

¢ {to2Bathrooms/Restrooms
Cail: (TAS) 288-4936

APARTMENT FOR RENT

TWO-BEDROOM + FULLY FURNISHED W/BACK
PORCH » LOCATED IN SAN ANTONIO WITH IN
WALKING DISTANCE TO BEACH, STORES,
LAUNDRY, » $650.00 A MONTH.

FOR APPOINTMENT TO SEE, CALL TEL. #235-0526
8:00A.M.TO 12:00 PM. MONDAY TO FRIDAY.

2) Bdrom, (1) Bedroom Apartment, Fully
| Fumnished, Ceramic Floor Tiles, Laundry Room,
Security Gate wilntercom Gate, Switch, 24 hs. water

MODERN APARTMENT w050
-557, Caller Box 10001, Saipan. MP
AAAS %.5%8-3571 ot 438484
Contact Person: Daniel Lin_Pager 234-4228

WANTED TO RENT
LARGE CAR OR VAN AT
REASONABLE RATES FOR 3

WEEKS ON SAIPAN
CALL (671) 637-4524

nlL | \ I '1 | | \L-

We have over 7-8,000
Good Selections of Videos & Games
All Inventory and
equipment must go
pgr: (671) 721-0414

APARTIVIENT FOR RENT

$600.00/month *Fully Furnished
*24 hrs, water * Swimming Pool
*Restaurant *Quiet Place
Located in China Town
Contact: 233-4378-anytime

* BRTHDAY

LOVE Dﬁddy foﬂm« and Mow GW

EATING RIGHT
IS HIGHLY
LOGICAL

Recommendations:

Eat high-fiber foods, such as
fruits, vegetables, and whole
grain products. Eat fewer high-
fatfoods, Maintaln normalbody -
weight. And live long and
prosper.

AMERICAN
< CANCER
% SOCIETY"

LET US KEEP
CNMI LITTER
FREE.
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider

EVERY HOOR QU THE HOUR, THIS
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WAS THERE
ANY DAMAGE?
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NO. IT LOOKS
ALL RIGHT

g.21 GoAVA Wil

_CROSSWORD PUZZLER_

MIS5 MANNERS
SAYS THAT

WHITE SHOES
MAY BE WORN
ONLY BETWEEN
MEMORIAL DAY
AND LABOR DAY..

yndicale, Inc. s

© 1996 United Fgature S

WHAT ABOUT
WHITE FEET?

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

TUESDAY

Born today, you are a creative
dynamo, always coming up with
one dramatic and profitable ac-
complishment after another. Even
when you seem to be doing noth-
ing, there is always a current of
excitement running just beneath
your surface. At any time, that
current may spring forth, intro-
ducing itself to the world as an
idea whose time has come! You
know how to work well with oth-
ers, but are often most satisfied
being left to your own devices.

You have an observer’s keen
eye, and love nothing so much as
being allowed to sit and watch the
world go by. For you, this is nota
time for rest; you are always as-
sessing and assimilating informa-
tion in preparation for your next
endeavor. Never are you one to
pass up an idea or opportunity!

To see what is in store for you
tomorrow, find your birthday and
read the corresponding paragraph.
Let your birthday star be your
daily guide.

WEDNESDAY,
AUGUST 19

CANCER (June 21-July 22)

— This is likely to prove a day to

remember, provided you start out
on the right foot. Early on you’ll
be able to make adjustments, but
the window of opportunity will
close as the day moves on.

LEO (July23-Aug.22)—You
may have trouble navigating new
territory during the first part of
the day. Lateron, things will come
easier.

VIRGO (Aug.23-Sept.22) —
This is a good day to remember
those little things that don’t usu-
ally warrant thought. The small-
est detail could figure promi-
nently.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22) —
You can help make someone’s
dreams come true before the day
is out, but you must be satisfied
with remaining in the background.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. 21)
— You should be able to change
your mind with little or no trouble
today, provided a rival doesn’t
impose a limited interpretation of
the rules.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — You must feel ready
in your mind today before anyone
else is going to trust you. Show
your enthusiasm and capability,
and you're sure to succeed.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-Jan.
19)— You may be tempted to try
something you’ve never done
before — but first you need to get
the advice of someone you trust.

AQUARIUS (Jan.20-Feb. 18)
— Humor is your most powerful
tool today. You can have others
eating out of your hand by ad-
dressing issues with alight touch.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March 20)
— Something is starting today
that you’ll want to explore in a
leisurely fashion. Wait until you
have the time!

ARIES (March 21-April 19)
— Someone you know is in need
of something only you can pro-
vide — and you’ll have the op-
portunity todo just that before the
day is out.

TAURUS (April 20-May 20)
— Take care your experimenta-
tion doesn’t get out of hand and
become irresponsible today.
Discipline and self-control are
keys.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— You can step in successfully
today when someone else moves
out of an important position. This
is an opportunity that can open
several doors for you.

CLOSERS

The basic monetary unit of Ar-
gentina is the austral, and its chief
fractional unit is the centavo.

Tennessee is the Volunteer State.

The state bird of llinois is the car-
dinal.

The state tree of Wyoming is the
cottonwood.

The first president of the Republic
of Ireland was born in New York City.

Napoleon used semaphore to relay
messages from Paris to Rome in
about four hours.

The term “red tape” derives from
the colored ribbon that was once used
to tie packets of official documents.

Before the United States Navy was
created, presidents George Washing-
ton and John Adams had to pay pro-
tection money to Mediterranean
pirates.

ACROSS 40 Catch
42 Female deer
1 Green 44 Bird's nest Answer to Previous Puzzie
vegetable 46 Actor
5 Word with Marshalf . |[AIPIEISEED|J|SIRF|LIEW
raising or 48 |Takes money PIYILIEBERIOITHEEDIOIEIR
trigger rom by
9 Mothers fraudulent 8 E K A gﬁé A }I< v S F: 1‘_
12 “Ye — means
Shoppe” 50 Restricted N{IX] T IERKILIENN
13 Basebali 53 }-ll_ence RIEIGITISINRIAITIRTE(L
great's family (Latin)
14 Ending with 54 Collection of BIEIL SHRPIRIYERCIAISIE
pent facts i |SIOMAISIPIUILISIE
15 Dinnerware g? ;\:Allm alien OIDII(NBRA|I[R]Y
17 Vaughan ID ideast
18 Roman nation OlF EFEMABIEERINIT
1,002 61 Edge TIOlYMRFIAILILISIMFIOIR
19 Woody plant 62 Annoys RIAJ[UIL BT/ |EREPIE[T|A
21 — 64 Verdi opora O[L[LAMTIEREISIWAY
conference ined
23 Fences in 66 Take a deep 8-18 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate
27 Running audible
28 Covered the breath 5 Watering 20 Wide shoe
infner surface 67 Winter tools size
o coaster 6 Near 22 O'Neal ID
29 And so on 7 Part of TGIF 23 Verve
(Latin abbr.) DOWN 8 Inv. reply 24 Foch or
31 Pedal digit 9 Instant Simone
34 “— American 1 Burst 10 Sales 25 Norris ID
in Paris” 2 Building condition 26 Depot (abbr.)
35 Winter mo. addition (2 wds.) 30 Loud ringing
37 A Landon - 3 Dentists’ org. 11 Six (Sp.) -sounds
39 Roman 505 4 Colonized 16 Wore away 32 Character in
“Garfield”
1 R F 10 [11 33 Arden, et al.
36 Lettuce
13 3 variety
38 Soft felt hats
15 T7 5 M pteveloped
into
T 43 Female
sheep
45 Lewis ID
47 Macon's St.
i 49 Natives of
Ireland
i T 50 Dr. Zhivago's
love
7 51 “Step — —I"
52 Hawaiian
wreaths
56 Three (prefix)
58 Be in paor
health
59 Netherlands
oA commune
60 Young boy
i 63 TV's Frasier
(inits.)

CLUES AND ADDING OR SUBTRACTING THE LETTERS.

T

SOLVE THE REBUS BY WRITING
IN THE NAMES OF THE PICTURE

WHEN 15 A CROOK
BOTHERED BY HiS
CONSCIENCE 2
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2.

3.
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TOMORROW

MEL GIBSON DANNY GLOVER
JOE PESCI RENE RUSSD CHRIS ROCK

LETHAL
WEAPON

IMBVIE HOUSE

Wed 7:00 - Thu 7:00 - Frid:15, 7: :
Sat 1:30, 4:15, 7:00, 9:45 - Sun :5%:?5?3:00
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Sanders sizzles

as Reds swee

Reds 8, Expos 1
CINCINNATI (AP) — Reggie
Sanders singled, doubled, tripled
and scored four runs Sunday as the
Cincinnati Reds took advantage of
the Montreal Expos’ ragged play
to get a 8-1 victory and a series
sweep.

Brett Tomko (11-8) had a pairof
hits, scored twice and pitched seven
innings to reach a Reds milestone.
He’s the first Cincinnati pitcher to
win 11 games in each of his first
two seasons since Art Fowler in
1954-55.

Sanderstripled, was hit by apitch
from Carl Pavano (4-6), doubled
and singled in his four plate ap-
pearances in the first five innings.
He scored each time, matching his
career high. and came up short of
the cycle when he flew out to the
warning track in the seventh.

Pavano gave up six hits, three
walks and five runs — four earned
— in his shortest start since June
22.

Pirates 4, Cardinals 1

In St. Louis, Mark McGwire re-
mained stuck on 47 homers, and
didn’twalk, going2-for-5 with two
singles and three strikeouts Sun-
day in the Cardinals’ loss to the
Pittsburgh Pirates.

McGwire. 26-for-111 (.234)
since the All-Star break with 10
homers and 19 RBIs, was tied for
the home run lead Sunday when
the Cubs’ Sammy Sosahithis 47th.

Pirates starter FranciscoCordova
(11-10) gave upatwo-outsingle to
McGwire with none on the first,
struck him out with two on in the
third. fanned him to start the fifth

and gave up atwo-out single inthe
seventh— McGwire's 5,000th ca-
reer at-bat.
Matt Moris (3-3) allowed three
runs and eight hits in eight innings.
Cubs 2. Astros 1, 11 innings
InHouston, Sammy Sosu hit his
47th home run, tying Mark
McGwire forthe major league lead,
and the Chicago Cubs beat the
Houston Astros on pinch-hitter
Manny Alexander’s RBI single in
the 11th inning.

Chicago Cubs Sammy Sosa watches as the ballsails over the right field
wall for his 47th home run of the season in the fourth inning against the

Houston Astros. ap

Kerry Wood, who struck out 20
against Houston with a one-hitter
on May 6, allowed the one run and

three hits in eight innings, struck
out 11 and walked two.

Matt Karchner (1-0) pitched two
hitless innings for the win. Rod Beck
ot three outs for his 36th save. Jay
Powell (4-5) took the loss.

Phillies 8, Rockies 7

In Denver, Bobby Estalelta hit
his first career grand slam and
Bobby Abreu added atwo-runshot
as the Philadelphia Phillies held on
to beat Colorado.

Mark Portugal (7-3) pitched five
innings and allowed two runs, one
eamed, striking out four to earn the
victory. Mark Leiter pitched the

Atlanta 82 42 661 —
New York 66 55 545 14 1/2
Philadelphia 60 62 492 21 New York
Montreal 49 75 395 33 Boston-
Florida 44 80 .355 38 Baltimore
Toronto
W L Pct. GB Tampa Bay
Houston 76 48 613 —
Chicago 68 56 .548 8
St. Louis 59 63 .484 16 Cleveland
Milwaukee 59 65 476 17 Kansas City
Cincinnati 56 68 .452 20 Chicago
Pittsburgh 56 88 .452 20 Minnesota
Detroit
W L Pct. GB
San Diego 80 44 645 —
San Francisco 66 58 .532 14 Anaheim
Los Angeles ©62 62 500 18 Texas
Colorado 57 67 .460 23 Seattle
1 Arizona 46 77 374 331/2 Oakland

ninth for his 22nd save.

Pinch-hitter Jeff Reed hitagrand
slam for the Rockies.

Colorado starter Jamey Wright
(7-1 ) lasted three innings and gave
up five hits and seven runs. He was
trying to win three straight starts

for the first time in his career.
Padres 4, Brewers 0

In San Diego, Kevin Brown
pitched a one-hitter for his third
shutout this year and struck out 11
to match his career high as San
Diego beat Milwaukee in the first
game of a doubleheader.

Jeromy Burnitzsingled withtwo
out in the seventh to break up yet
another attempt atthe Padres’ first-

ever no-hitter.

n League Standings

W L Pct. GB
90 30 750 —
71 50 .587 191/2
65 58 528 261/2
62 61 504 291/2
48 73 .397 421)/2

W L Pct. GB
67 55 549 —
55 68 447 121/2
55 66 455 111/2
54 68 .443 13
48 73 397 181/2

W L Pct. GB
66 57 537 —
65 57 .B33 1/2
55 66 .455 101/2
54 69 439 121/2

NEW YORK (AP) — Bemie
Williams hit asolo home runinto
theupper deck withone outinthe
ninthinning Sunday and the New
York Yankees won their 90th
game, beating the Texas Rangers
6-5.

At 90-30, the Yankees joined
the 1944 St. Louis Cardinals as
the only teams in major league
history to reach that win total in
their first 120 games.

New York finished 10-1 on its
homestand, improving to 48-9 at
home. Williams connected off
Xavier Hemandez (5-2) for his
fourth hit, making a winner of
MarianoRivera (2-0) retired Will
Clarkon abases-loaded grounder
to end the top of the ninth.

" White Sox 5, Mariners 3

In Chicago, Ray Durham
homered and drove in three runs
as the White Sox won for the
eighth time in 12 games.

Ken Griffey Jr., who hit his
42nd home run Saturday, went O-
for-4 as Seattle lost for the fourth
time in the last five games.

Keith Foulke (3-1) pitched an
inning of one-hit relief, and Bill
Simas struck out the side in the
ninth for his 15th save. Jeff
Fassero (10-9) was the loser.

Blue Jays 6, Angels 4

InToronto, Chris Carpenter (8-
6), who didn’t allow a hit until
Jim Edmonds singled leading of f
the fifth, got a 5-0 lead and held
off the Angels on four runs and

10 hits in 8 2-3 innings.

Paul Quantrill, pitching despite
a stiff back, got the final out for
his fourth save, retiring Gary
Disarcina on a bouncer.

Jeff Juden (O-1), making his
second start since the Angels ac-
quired him from Milwaukee on
Aug. 7, gave up five runs and
seven hits in five innings. He is O-
6 in nine starts since June 26.

Twins 6, Red Sox 3

In Boston, Matt Lawton tied a
career high with four hits and
Eric Milton (7-9) started with

Yankeés hit 90 wins

five hitless innings as Minnesota
built a 6-0 lead.

Milton gave up two runs and
three hits in six-plusinnings. Rick
Aguilera, the Twins’ fifth pitcher,
got three outs for his 30th save in
38 chances. .

Steve Avery (8-5) was tagged
for six runs and nine hits in three-
plus innings.

Devil Rays 8, Royals 3

In Kansas City, Missouri,
Wade Boggs and John Flaherty
each drove in two runs, but
Tampa Bay still became the first
team eliminated from division-
title contention.

The expansion Devil Rays,
who won back-to-back games
for the first time since July 29-
31, are 48-73 and trail the New
York Yankees by 42 1-2 games
with 41 to play.

Julio Santana (4-2) gave up
two runs and six hits in seven
innings. Tim Belcher (11-10)
allowedsevenrunsand 10hitsin
went six innings.

Tigers 6, Athletics 4

In Detroit, Bryce Florie (6-6)
struck out a career-high 10 and
allowed five hits in 8 1-3 in-
nings, the longest outing of his
career.

Sean Runyan came in and al-
lowed a three-run homer to Matt
Stairs off the facing of the roof in
right field before Todd Jones got
two outs for his 20th save. Mike
Oquist (6-10) was the loser.

Indians 5, Orioles 3

In Cleveland, Sandy Alomar
shook off a season-long slump
with a game-tying double, and
David Bell hit a go-ahead sacri-
fice fly in the seventh as Cleve-
land avoided a four-game sweep.

Eric Davis was O-for-3 with a
walk and three strikeouts, end-
ing his hitting streak at 30 games.

Baltimore, 27-8 in the second
half, loaded the bases with two
outs in the ninth before Mike
Jackson retired Rafael Palmeiro
on a flyout for his 29th save.

Davenport upsets Hingis

By BETH HARRIS
MANHATTAN BEACH, Cali-
fornia (AP) — Lindsay Daven-
port kept Martina Hingis off-bal-
ance with powerful serves and deep
groundstrokes to surprise the
world’s top-ranked player 4-6, -4,
6-3 Sunday in the Acura Classic
forherthird consecutive WTA Tour
victory.

Davenport'srunoftitlesincludes

Stanford and San Diego, giving her
a 12-match winning streak as she
tunes up for the U.S. Open begin-
ning Aug. 31.

“To beat the No. | player in the
world where I used to come and
watch as a little girl and to win three
in arow, thisis a great ending for the
whole month,” said Davenport, who
grew up 20 minutes from Manhattan
Country Club.

U.N. ..

Continued from page 23

to the Department of the Interior, and
listed a telephone number for the
Officeof Temvitorial Affairs,although
that office is now called the Office of
Insular Affairs.

The resolution also calls on the
U.S. oassistthe governmentof Guam
in achieving its political, economic
and social goals; to cooperate with
GovGuam in retuming land to the
people; and to “take all necessary
measures to respond to the concerns
of the Temitorial Government with
regard to the immigration issue.”

The document now goes to the

Committee on Decolonization and
Disarmament, also refermed to as the
Fourth Committee, for its consider-
ation.

The General Assembly then may
take it up during its December ses-
sion.

“Really, these things should be
doneinWashington, D.C.,butit’snot
happening in Washington,” Rivera
said. “But it’s not like we're not try-
ing. The U.S. just does not have the
political will to do anything,. It wants
1o remain status quo.”

This resolution on the
decolonizationof Guam, he said, "'re-
minds the U.S. of the obligation they
assumed when they put Guam on the
List of Non-Self-Governing Territo-
ries in 1946.”

CNML. ..

Continued from page 28

help you pack. “They ask that
you call the airline and leave as
soon as possible,” revealed Ada.
“It’s part of the regulations. So
the more you win. the more you
stay.”

The CNMI will certainly be
staying a few additional days.
Their next opponent is Latin
America, represented by the team
from Venezuela.

“It’s known that Venezuelais a
strong team,” said Ada. Though
Venezuela made it the World Se-
ries Championship last year, Ada
points out that each year the team
is comprised of different players.
But if Ada has his way, itdoesn’t
matter who Team CNMI plays.

“If we have the same mentality as
we did in our first game, [ believe
we will gofar.” The game against
Venezuelatakes place at 7am this
mormning (Saipan time).

The starting pitcher for the
CNMI will be Kevin Kapileo
whom Ada describes as a “hard
throwing right-hander.” But to
those who have follow baseball
on Saipan, they might remember
Kapileo as the starting pitcher
when the CNMI beat Canada in
the 1993 Little League World
Series in Williamsport, Pennsyl-
vania. More recently, Kapileo
was the winning pitcher against
Guam in Game #1 of the Far East
tournament this year.

With the landmark victory still
fresh intheir minds, the '98 CNMI
All-Stars want to get that feeling
again.

JEFK’s. ..
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other TD.

Before the end of the first quar-
ter, the Panthers were squirming
as the Islanders scored points
mercilessly.

Finally, QB Daniel Cruz con-
nectedona 19-yard passto Philam
Garcia, making the score 31-0 at
the end of the quarter.

The Islanders went into the sec-

ond quarter to again show the
league newcomers how it’s done.
Flauta rushed another 38 yards
for a TD, and Garcia secured the
extra point, making the score 38-
0. Alsothatquarter, Rashad Goree
rushed for a 29-yarder, the Is-
landers recovered a fumble, and
Flauta again rushed 12 yards fora
another touchdown, making the
score 44-0 at the half.

Things got even worse for the
Panthers as the JFK defense squad
was all over them in the third
quarter. There seemed to be a
little light at the end of the tunnel
for the Panthers as Troy Hoover
brought the ball to the 8-yard line.
But with the penalties the Pan-
thers were committing, their ball
was backed up to the 35-yard line.
But they would not be shut out.

The rookie team scored on a

33-yard field goal, making the
score 44-3 in the fourth quarter.

But JFK wasn’t finished yet, as
in the next play, Fenwick had a 50
yard return. From there on, Eddie
Seman caught a 23-yard pass, the
play ending with a final score of
51-3.

By the time the game was over,
Flauta had rushed for 128 yards
on 13 carries with4 TDs. Fenwick
had 69 yard for the night, Goree
racked up 100 yards, and An-
thony Fernandez was credited
with five tackles and one sack.

“I didn’t expect a blowout like
this,” said Islanders head coach
James Lujan. ‘““We are just con-
centrating on our second game
now, in which we will play GCC/
St. Paul... I was expecting much
from Erwin Flauta. This team is
new, half of the players are new
players. We just have to be con-
sistent throughout the season.”

FD 42, Southern High O

Every year FD seems to have a
strong team, and this season is no
exception. FD was getting their re-
venge from last year’s championship
game, as the Dolphins won that one.

Sophomore Jared Ada already
made a name for himself, as he
had 57 yards in rushing and a 2-
yard TD run. Former GW player
Xavier Reyes, who is now on the
Friars squad, had 50 yards on li

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
JERRY Biniahan bested a field
of veteran and highly-ranked
players Sunday to top the sixth
leg of the CNMI Chess
Association’sactive chesstour-
nament at the 13 Fishermen
Memorial.

Biniahan dropped only two
games—to Junnel Lomantas
and Lito Bermudes—drew one
and won seven to finish half-a-
point ahead of Bermudes and
Rey Villamor.

Bermudes, however, had the
better tie-break score, and was
awarded the second prize.

Manny Domingo finished
fourth with 6.5 points.

Eleven players participated in
the tournament, which is a weekly
event sponsored by the CNMI
Chess Association (CCA).

In a CCA *“‘active” tourna-

Biniahan tops active chess tourney

ment,each playeris givenonly 15
minutes to finish a game.

Sunday’s tournament was fol-
lowed by abirthday bash in honor
of CCA president Ely G.
Buenaventura Jr.

Veteranplayers Roel Bince and
Almer Santos donated drinks for
the party, CCA vice president
Junnel Lomantas said.

For his part, lawyer Rey Yana
announced that he will again make
a donation of a chess set and a
chess clock to CCA.

Meanwhile, CCA is calling on
all interested players to register
for the 1998 Allied International
Insurance Services Cup (AIISY
Individual Chess Championship
Tournament.

Lomantas said the last day for
registration is on Aug. 29.

Sponsored by AISS and CCA,
the date for the round-robin
tournament’s opening day is

scheduled for Aug. 30, and will
be held at the Pacific Island
Club.

Pacific Gardenia is the other
tournament venue.

There is an entry fee of $25
for each player, and two cat-
egories for the tournament—
bracket A, for veteran players,
and bracket B for new players.

Each player will be givenone
hour per game.

Cash prizes and medals will
be given out to the winners.

Participating players will also
geta CCA ID card, CCA rating -
and t-shirts courtesy of Marpac
Distributors, Inc. and its promo
manager Jobbie Macabalo.

Marpac is also donating ban-
ners for the tournament.

For more information, con-
tact Junnel Lomantas at his day-
time phone number, 233-3193,
or through his pager,234-4433.

SN

Allied International Insurance Services (AllS) President Peter Sibly hands a sponsorship check for this
year's AISS Chess Championship Cup to CNMI Chess Association President Ely Buenaventura. AiSS'’s
continued sponsorship of chess in the CNM| is based on the company’s belief that chess is beneficial
to everyone. Also pictured are AISS’s Sandra Romero and CCA Vice-president Junnel Lomantas.

carries. Reyes also took a 16-
yard TD pass from S.B. Phillips,
-as well as 1-yard TD.

Southern High had no first
downs and only 10 yards in rush-
ing on 9 carries. Southern was
also 0-12 in passing.

Sanchez Sharks 36, GW
Geckos 6

In the third IFL game, it was the
Simon Sanchez Sharks biting the
GW Geckos, 36-6.

It don'’t. . .

Continued from page 28

nervousness than a steady rain,
Singh two-putted for par on the
18th to finish at 9-under 271 fora
two-stroke victory over Steve
Stricker.

It was the 10th time in 11 years
that a player won his first major
championship at the PGA. This
one, fittingly, fell to a player
whose name is Hindu for “Vic-

Kagman. . .

Continued from page 28

and the Kagman Pavilion at Ma-
rine Beach is nearing completion.
Part of the money is from federal
assistance that came through ty-
phoon relief funds two years ago.

Before these upgrades, Lizama
wasdisenchanted. *“They’ve been

- promising these kids for how

many years?" he wondered. His
persistence has resulted in seeing
a small promise fulfilled.

tory.”

His wife and 8-year-old son,
Qass, were waiting for him be-
hind the 18th green. Singh waved
tothe crowd and pointed his putter
in their direction when the final
putt fell.

“Oncelgotthe bsll onthe green,
the feeling was ... ‘I'm the win-
ner. I'm the champion,”” Singh
said. “Every year, you see some-
body walk up 18 and you wonder
if that's ever going to be you.

“I never expected it to happen
like this.”

The stage was Sahalee, the
drama a duel with Stricker, two
players in search of their first
major who played well enough

to put a worthy collection of
challengers too far behind to
catch up.

Singh built a two-stroke lead at
the turn and never buckled, even
when Stricker closed within one
stroke and was on the verge of
catching him.

Singh finally got some breath-
ing room when he saved par from
the bunker on No. 17 from about
18 feet (5.5 meters) and Stricker
couldn’t match him.

Stricker blasted out of the same
bunkerto 15 feet (4.5 meters), but
the par putt grazed past the left
side of the hole.

“I was expecting him to make
it, too,” Singh said.

COMMUNITY SPORTS NOTES

TO ALL interested coaches, The
7th Annual Saipan Rotary Club
Youth Basketball League ages
14to 18 is tentatively scheduled
toopenon September 7th, 1998,

An important meeting will be
held on Thursday, August 21st,
12:00 noon at the Gilbert C.

Ada’s Conference Room.,
Topicstobediscussed include
Entrance Fee, Team Rosters,
Age Requirements and Rules.
For more information, . you
may contact Jovie Omar, Joe
Mettao or Jojo Attao at tele-
phone numbers 234-1001/1002.

By TERRY KINNEY _
MASON, Ohio (AP) — Patrick
Rafter of Australia won his sec-
ond straight title Sunday, beating
American Pete Sampras 1-6, 7-6
(7-2), 6-4 in the $2.45 million
ATP Championship.

It was the fourth victory this year
for Rafter, the reigning U.S. Open
champion. Heisthe first Australianto
win four titles in a year since Rod
Laverdid it in 1975.

Rafter, ranked third in the world,
hasreachedthe finals of four tour-
naments this season, also win-
ning in India, the Netherlands and
last week in Toronto. He has been
the hottest playerontourrecently,
winning 10 consecutive matches
— including six against top-15
opponents.

Sampras, who won the ATP
Championship in 1992 and last
year, had not lost to Rafter since
their first meeting in 1993, beat-
ing him cight straight times. The
loss prevented Sampras from re-
gaining the No.l ranking that he
lost to Marcelo Rios of Chile a
week ago.

The first point of Sunday’s
match hinted athow the day would
goforRafter, whostumbled early.
Sampras won the point when his
return hit near the top of the net
and dribbled over, well out of
Rafter’s reach.

When Sampras broke Rafter in

Rafter surprises Sampras
for 2nd straight tour victory

the second game with a passing
shot, all that remained was for
him to serve out the set. But when
Sampras broke Rafter again in
game six with pinpoint place-
ments, Rafter handed his racket
to a ball boy and traded places
with him.

The crowd roared, and the stunt
added a moment of levity, but it
didn’thalt the inevitable. The first
set was over in 27 minutes.

Rafter said he altered his strat-
egy after the dismal first set.

I started serving to the fore-
hand more. He wasn’t quite as
strong on that side,” Rafter said.

Early in the second set, Sampras
had Rafter off balance, moving in
the wrong direction or diving at
perfectshotplacements. ButRafter
revived, bringing the crowd to its
feetby winning aspiritedexchange
ingamenine, twice taking Sampras
to set point in game 12 and then
blitzing the tiebreaker 7-2.

From there, play slowed no-
ticeably as the humid, 91 F (33 C)
afternoon dragged on, and Rafter
wore down Sampras, winning the
match on a serve that Sampras
clearly thought was out.

“That’s not why [lost the match,
but it certainly ended it on a bad
note,” Sampras said.

The win was worth dlrs 361000
to Rafter. The runnerup got
$190,000.




Kagman upgrades aimed

at helping area

By Michael Wright

Variety News Staff
RAY LIZAMA HAS been play-
ing basketball for along time. As
he’s gotten older, he is playing
less and spending more time pass-
ing some of his knowledge of the
game to the young people of his
village. But the coach of the
Kagman Cougars has grown frus-
trated with the lack of adequate
facilities for the youths growing
up in the area.

“This court,” says Lizama ges-
turing to the concrete rectangle
sitting in a field next to the juve-
nile detention facility, “is
unplayable at night.” That’s be-
cause the few available street
lights are not nearly powerful
enough to illuminate more than
Jjust a small portion of the court.
The backboards are pretty shaky
in appearance as well.

But thisisn’t just about playing
hoops. “Kagman is a big area,”
says Lizama, noting that most of
the athletic facilities on island are
miles away, in areas like Susupe.
“These kids don’t know where to
go.” But Lizama knew where to
go. He went to the CNMI Legis-
lature for help.

“I agree 100% with Ray,” said
Congressman Dino Jones Satur-
day morning. Jones was in
Kagman to supervise the replace-
mentofthe inadequate street lights
with more powerful flood lights.
New backboards were being in-
stalled too. “Kagman is very re-
mote from other facilities - play-
grounds, shopping centers, the

Congressman Dino Jones confe

rs with

youths

on the condition of the villages sports facilities.

hospital. - Kagman is not being
remembered.”

The close proximity of the ju-
venile detention center serves as
an important reminder of why
young people need appropriate
facilities. “Itis vital that the youths
of Saipan have activities during
theirdevelopmental stage,” Jones

It don’t mean a thing
if it ain’t got that Singh

By DOUG FERGUSON
REDMOND, Washington
(AP) — Vijay Singh, the hard-
est worker in golf, got a major
payoff for his years of grinding.

A

. T :
Vijay Singh kisses the
anamaker Trophy after win-
ning the 80th PGA Champion-
ship atthe Sahalee Country Club
in Redmond, Washington.. ap

He’d follow a four-hour round
with four hours of practice, of-
ten on the far end of the driving
range so he wouldn’t be both-
ered. He’d rearrange the furni-
ture in his hotel room, clearing
the way justso he could practice
even more.

All those years of relentless -
work culminated Sunday in
golf’s ultimate reward — win-
ning 2 major, the PGA Champi-
onship.

With a lucky bounce out of
the trees, aspectacular recovery
from the woods and nerves of
steel downthe stretchinasteady
rain, Singh won with a 2-under-
par 68 on Sahalee Country Club.

“I've practiced so hard for
this,” Singh said. “It’s a dream
come true. What I did out there
was unbelievable.” - :

His hands slick more from

- Gontinued on page 27
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said, “The kids need healthy and
safe activities.”

Jones has been working with
fellow congressman Rosiky
Camacho to identify funds to up-
grade their Kagman precincts,
Playground equipment has been
donated and will be installed soon,

e

%

\

Kagman resident Ray Lizama

Continued on page 27

By Michael Wright -

Variety News Staff
THE CNMI ALL-STARS got
their first ever win in the Big
League World Series Saturday
afternoon against Canada, and
the team isn’t about to'settle for
just one victory.

“We came over to play base-
ball!” said a jubilantJames Ada,
District Administrator of the

are ready. This is the World
Series!” .
- Ada has a lot to be excited
about. Four double plays, and a
complete game by pitcher Tito
Santos were the difference in
their 3-0 win over Canada. Not
to mention six errors by their
opponents. It was a tooth-and-
nail victory. . Each walk, each
stolen base, each error was criti-
cal to both sides.

The CNMI had only one hitin
the game, but it proved to be

CNMI Big Leaguers
to face Venezuela

CNMI Big League. *“The boys,

enough. Landon Martin

smacked the ball down the alley

between second base and short

in the bottom of the third inning -
to get on. He later stole second,

and errors by the Canadiansquad

led to the games only runs. All

told, the CNMlI stole three bases

for the game.

More importantly was the
pitching of Santcs. He had three
strike-outs and only one walk in
seven complete innings. He had
help in the infield with those
eight outs on four plays.

“We are confident and com-
fortable,” said Ada. “In any
kind of sport, the first game of a
tournament is very important.
If you win, you advance.”

In the Big League World Se-
ries, a team has to lose twice
before being sent home, and
when a team does lose that sec-
ond game, officials practically

Continued on page 27

JFK’s 51-3 win
opens IFL season

By Prakash Hemiani

For the Variety
HAGATNA —The co-champion
oflastyear’s Interscholastic Foot-
ball League season issued what
mightbe called arude awakening
to the Guam High School Pan-
thers Saturday night as the home
team at the John F. Kennedy High
Ramsey Field pounded the Pan-
thers, 51-3.

It was the Panthers’ first season

in the league. The last time the
JFK Islanders scored that many
points, it aganist the Inarajan
Eagles, 84-0, in 1982,

In the first play Saturday night,
JFK’s Josh Fenwick had a 40-
yard punt return. Erwin Flauta
capped the play by running for the
first touchdown of the night. In
the second play, Flauta caught an
interception and ran off for an-

Continued on page 27
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aron Mendoza of Guam went high and mighty in women’s volleyb
Games. Guam beat Palau for the gold medal. -

TR T L R T Tk T SR T ST € SRS S AL T

cMarianas “Variety

Micronesia's Leading Newspaper Since 1979

9060 south Manny

CRVews ;

ol (67 B el
. lcft(g'
Farnanl: yaskd
105

GUAM eGPy,

«F

o N .
2 Duvy, Sudty 1) e
Tarmuniiig Plca, GU DT 7 i s

o freey
AT e s

e
o SLEINTIRDY <SRG mnsy

FO/ B e 0AB-0PA8G soomsemize .
: PB8587 443

1) L9 i
i?él}ﬁlhﬂf:l}tn O 1 0 AUG 18 98
1T MAILED FROM SAIDAN ME 969350

el LLADE Ny




