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COMBAT MARCO3 DICT&TORbHIP 52D UNITE WITH ALL REVOLUTIONARY
.CLASSES AlD PROGRESSIVE GROUP3 AGAIV3T FASCISM! .

The declaration of martial law is the declaration of a state of civil war through-
out the country. Let us not mince words. It is the death blow to all possible illusions
that have obscured, to the point of blindness, our understanding as the nature of the fun-
damental conflicts that plague our society. Those who think that the sickness of this
soci:l body are mere "excesses" or temporary "aberrations", "short-comings" or the work-
ings of a "conspiratorial few" have for too long deluded themselves in believing that if
only these few "exceptions"™ of mere episodic injustices, isolated forms of cxploitation
etc., etc. can be cured, then the social and economic system (which is believed to belessen-
tielly™ just and proper) can be preserved. Today, they are either willing or unwilling
colleborators of the present military regime and of the American power that supporis it
or eise have been reduced, perhaps still unbelieving, to the silence of thc betrayed and
the dead., In either case, they have been proved to be fatally mistaken and hence, for the
time being at least, impotent.

It is at this point- the point of conscience, of outrage, of terror - .° ' the
realization .of how profoundly we have been decgy ved,that our demands for ba51c cbanges
are answered by empty "legislations®, "decrecs", obfuscating ™measures™, palliatives,

etc. etc. This regime of idiots are still selling us this line of more "reliel", morc "re-
forme", that systematically evade the bedrock problems that characterize our national so-
ciety: the feudal character and the colonial subservience of our cconomy to the United
States, the mercenary nature of the fascist armed forces, the mindless bureaucrats and
political opportunists who welcome this regime as one gigantic pork barrel (minus the
usual competitors?), thz endless intervention of the United States in the civil affairs
of the country and its direct role in the wmaintcnance of fascist rule etc, etc.

In other words, the basic structure of power and privelege hos not been and cannot
pos3ibly be touched, let alone changed by this regime for the clear reason that this
military rule is in itself the expression of preciscly the most entrenched classes and
power groups who are threatened by basic social changes and who ghudder with fecar before
the increasing politicalization of millions of Filipinos! This regime relies for its
image of"legitimacy” solely on this propagated lie: that it is capable of fundamental so-
cial changes, If we listen closely enough, we might even get the impression that thcse
military goons rcally believe themselves, But we do not really care to share their de lw
siong,

It is however not enough to be indignant. It is above all necessary to rezain our
composure, our now radical will, our now rcvolutionary patience. e shall not do this
regimc the favor of being obscure to ourselves, of being disheartened, fatalistic,etc.,
to poison ourselves: this is precisely what they wish uc to do.

It is necessary to understand clearly the nature of this fascist rule that day after
day infects us with its disease. VWhat are the chief characteristics of this rule? ‘hat
are tihe "basic changesa" it proclaims?

(a). The classes vwhich urged the imposition and maintenance of wartial law and which
are bcat benefitted by its economic policies are ecsentially the big landlords, the com-
prado bourgcoiaie and the bureaucrats who utilize thier political power to amasc cconomic
wealth the previously did not poasess (i.e. burecaucrat-capitalists). These same clesses
and groups are precisely the same ones who have always posseused the decisive wealth and
power in the P hilippines from the very start. It is therefore shecexr folly and illusion
to beiieve that they are willing and capable of instituting "basic changes" in the economic
and pclitical system since such chenges would mean precisely the destruction of their power
and the deprivation of their priveleges. In short, we arc not convinced (in their dirty
joke cf a "new society®)that they are about to comnit class suicide. It is necessary to
do it for thea.

Of coursc, wc arec aware that this does not explain fully the specific motiva-
tions and immediate reasons for the imposition of fascist rule. . And wc shall have occa-
sions in the future issucs of this journal to examine the specific purposes of economic
policics of this regimc (e.g. the so called Agrarian Reforms, the oil cxploration policies,
parity and the Investments Incentives Act etc. ) The econonio policies of this regime,
vhich is determincd by the internal conflicts and factional struggles within the same
ruling classes and groups may be broadly divided into two: First, the consolidation of the
power of a faction (i.e. Marcos and his henchmen ) supported by its cconomic wealth, poli-~
tical power and the loyalty of the dominant section of the fascist armed forecs.
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Second, the elimina tion, or ot iesst reduction of the power- of--other- factions
(e.g. the Lopcz group) which may posc threats-to theat clique controlling the regime -
ut presente.

It is necessary to cexamine the internal conflicts within the ruling clique,
its competitions for power.and interest if wec arc to fully understand the Shlf ting poli-
cies. But in no casc arc we convinced that thesc cconomic plana constitute a breaking~-
out of the oppressive cconomic politienl system. These power cliques are-simply compe-
ting among themselves for thc support of the &serican Govit. and for the profltable
control of political machiacry.

(b). The fascist rulc is strongly supported and advocated by the United States
governucnt. The reasons ror this arc numerous but thc most basic ones are economic and
strategic. ) .

) The maintenance of the Philippines as an agricultural appendage of the Ameri-
can industries, the sourcc of' cxport ruw matcrials, an important market of fmericen pro-
ducts (c.g. witness the lcrge scnle Ford car plan for Southeast Asia which is baced here)
and source of cheap labor. (Ano“her cconomic reason is the presence of internationally
competed off shore oil deposits ~articularly on the regicn of the Southeast Asia conti-
nental®shelf". ftThe vhole range of this oil-rich secticn of the world which extends
from the gulf of Thailand and the shores of Vietnem down to the whole of the Indonesian
archipelago, The Pnilippines is also included within this crucially significant dre,
particularly on thc eastcran scaboard down to ilindoro, Palavan and Mindenao. The fact is
that crea has already beer. parcelled to more than & dozen, wmostly lmerican, giant oil
companies and cartels, for "cxploitaticn" and "developement". It is not gccidental that
all the countries within this ars arc vy now under fascist rule - Thailand, South Vietnam,
Malaysia, Indonesia and the Fhilippinez. It ie not accidental that one of the first
"decrees" of our petty dictator upon declaration of martinl law is the "invitation" of
"oil-exploration" to foreign cczpaniec). 1In any case, for the maintenance of these econo-
mic interests of the t‘mericans, "political stability"™ and "pcace and order" arc required;
things which our dictztor Mercos is only too willing to assurc his masters.

Thc many direcct rcasons for fAmerican urging of martial law are too clear to us:
the impending termination of Parity rirhts in 1974 (which "fortunately" falls within the
pericd of the so-called "1 d -interim rov't"); thc hikinz of oil prices, the IxF-imposed
lowering (again!) of the peso ctc.etc.

! The strategic reasons which serve the intsraational economic and political
"1nteruat3“ of the Uss., its necurotic "containament® pnolicy against the P cople's Republic
of China and its support of corrupt regiies undcr the banner of anti-comunism and the
Nixon doctirine requires this imperial pouer to maintain hundreds of military bases and
installations in the 3outlicast Asian region. This systeom of military bases are the armed
security forces assuring "stability" Lo the ccono..ic zad political interests of the Ul.S.
in this part of the world., 1In the Philippiner, the numerous Jmcrican military baseuy,
sanctified by "trecaties", constiiute the strengest armcd support of the iarcos fascist
regime. Ve shall have opportunities tu study this in more detail in the coaming issucs.

(c).The Fascist Regiicc is C-unter-revolutiorary. The ain of the impositien of nar-
tial law is tnc consolidation of the powcr of the ruling classes against the developing
revolutionary awarencss and activities of i.cvc and more peasants, workers, intellectuals
and other progressive scclors of the petty and national bourgeoisie.

The ain of this military rule is preventive. It scclis to destroy the patriotic and
revolutionary moveincnt in its ec-ly stoges. There ia reason to bclieve that it is too
late, Thc revolutionary wovcaen: has spread throuvgnout all the major provinces of the
country. In a hopcless aitenpt to repeat the pre-emptive counter-revolutionery policies
of the 1930's against thc old 1:7t (the defca® of which was duc more to the errors of the
Lavas than to Magsaysay oo Landulal )}, this military rcgime is hoping for a rc-cnnctment
of that decade. ‘'le shall be gl | to disuppoint them. 7Thc present revolutionary cevelope-
ments have learned from the serious errorz of the Past acrd in ‘contrast to that time, are
continuously learning, not in t! = leact, from the actions of our fascist cncmics.

What are the tactics of this couwiter-revolutionary fascust regime?

(1). To deodcrize +he rolc of the fasciut armed forces ond to preient them
as a"™moderniziag" festor in the -hilippines.

(2)s fThe ideclopgiczl and cconomic consolidatlion of the middle and lower middle
classcs in support of the fascist "new cocicty",

(3). The con:iolidation an! indefinite cxtension of the power of the Marcos
dictatorship through political and "constitutional™ reforms, (through
the "Ad Interim" and "Farliamentary" gov't.)

(&Y, _.ac ing“itution of para-military “civic action", of Pcouni.r-inaurgency®
wearurcs, of "reselilaments! of thousands of minorities and, as in the
cnae of Muslims, the crmterminaticn of thosc who resist.

(5). The ficlding of "tas!. forces", largze military operations dirccted against
the cenlers of revoliitionary bases and strongholds,

(6). Deprivation of civil rights, terror pnd suppression campaig.® scainst
ail pairiotic 'nd progressive seciors of our socicty.
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(7). Sustained and systematic propaganda for the fascist regime, thc brain-
vwashing of the population through fascist-controlled media and cduca-
tional systcm.

(8)s Thc usc of the willing or unwilling collaboration of thc religious
groups, particularly the Catholic hicrarchy (which we insist on dis-
tinguishing from individual catholics) to lend support and "blessing?
to thig fascist regime.

(9). tThe usc of and collaboration of some writers and artists who give crec-
dibility and legitimacy to this regime, Tnese hacks who decceive us
that crcative frecdom and responsibility are possible under, and in
fact, while colluding with the murderers who constitute this reginme,

The numerous case¢s of massacres, terrorism and detentions under the Marcos dictae
torship - and which are dutifully unpublished by it propaganda agencies (such as the
Daily Express, Times Journal, Philippine Focus etc.)’'arc well !mown among thc lower classe
es and those who unite with them. This regime is based on deceptions and the suppression
of the truth of what our true conditions are and what its criminal leaders arc guilty of,
It is based on lies, on deccption and ignorance preclse]y a8 it professes truth, honesty
and knowledge.

This regiwe, this ruling class, this American imperial power that crushes us be-
neath itsinfernal heecls do not recognize reason nor compassion. Ve, however, recognize
its endless pretensions to "reason", and its hypocritical posturcs of "compassion® and
of & Mew life™ as so much unexcelled irrclevasce.

From Resistance to Revolution: It is not enough to oppose Fascism and the Marcos
dictatorship. It is not cnough to take up the attitude of resistance, of a purcly defene
sive position. It is above cverything else, necessary to seize the initiative to radical
action and radical. consciousness, to pursue the Rcvolution and to live the Revolution.

The journel will pay its main attention to this purpose.  thile it shall continuc to ne-
gate the repressive reginc, cxpose its violent neture, its crimes and deceptions, it shall
develop the positivity of the revolutionary and patrlotlc movenent, its advances, its
risks and decisions.

In the political realm, it shall supposrt the establishment and expansion of
"counter-institutions®; of autonomous political organizations azmong the peasantry, the
working class, and the allied classes of the intellectuals and the small and national
bourgeoisie - these institutions of self-rule; tlic mobilization of thec deep resources
af the majority of our pcople. It shall support all alliances of all genuine revolutiona-
ry classes and patriotic groups that work together for the destruction of this regime
and thec rcactionary classes which maintain it. It shall work towards the final libera-
tion of the nation from American hecgemony. :

The Journal thercfore devotes its energies to thc propagation and decpening of poli-
tical consciousne s on the basis of the principles of the United Front and the alliance
of oll progressive clpsses in the pursuit of thc national democratic revolution. It
accepts this alliance g8 historically necessary and inevitable. It contends that a con-
solidetion of all forces into a united front constitutes the strongest reserve of power
alone capable of destroying these institutions that oppress us and to work for a coalition
government that shall be truly rcpresentative of all progressive interests.

In particular, the journal seeks to elucidate the cultural dilemna brought about
by these cvents, It sceks to situate the nature and conseguence of philosophy, litera-
ture and the arts in the¢ midst of thesc fascist onslaughts and the revolutionary movement,
The placc of artistic liberty, duty end meaning, the reclations of political action to
artistic sensibility, the tactics and forms of Mcultural rationalization™ of fascist rule,
of ideology and thec arts etc.

cditorial,

REJECT iARCOS _AND BOGUS CONSTITUTICN. REJECT :hRCOS /D BOGUS CONSTITUTION. REJECT MARCOS

THE BIG HO.X-LAND RIFORM4

Presidential Decree Ho.2 dated 3epteamber 25, 1972 and Presidential Decrce 10427
datcd October 21, 1972, two documents vwhich the dictator ijarcos boasts of as his master-
pieces o' Mand reform", arc consistent with the anti-dcmocratic and counterrevolutionary

character of Pro:lauation 1081, They arc also conaistent with the uzost obnoxious anti-
pecasant and prolandlord provisions of the old Agricultural Land Reform Code (lep. Act
3844) as wekl as of its latecst modified version, the Code of Agrarian reforms (embodying
Rep.hct. 6389).

The two presidential decrecs do not get out of the old rut of all previous rcaction-
ary lcgiclation on "land rcform" which runs thus: if a tcnant want to get cmancipated,
he must pay for the landlords land at "fair market value! or at the gov'ts overprice; or
he can start calling himself a "lcasecholder™ and pay to tne landlord a fixecd yearly ront
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cquivalent to 25 of the average ycurly crop of 5 normal crop ycars, provided hc shoulders
all agriculturzl cxpenscs and takes all risks, including thosc duc to natural calnmmities
and crop ¢pidainics.

the land retention llmlt of 7 itrectarcas sct on the landlords by Presidential Deccree
No, 27 is as pretended aixd false as any of the land rctention limits sct by provious legis-
lation becausc in fact the tenant masses are required to buy out the landlords at "fair
uwarket valuc" or pay for the high redistrilution pricc sct by the reactionary govit. In
the first place, 1ihis gov't which promiscs to expronr.ctc landed estates for redictribu-—
tion and resalc to thc tcaant masscs 1s o political instrunent of the landlords and heving
extremely limited cash ani bonds for buying lands at the "fair market value" it has sct
this as its own limit and burden in wmalcing expropriation.

It is utterly stupid of the dictator Marcos to boast that his presidential decrees
arc historically outstanding as they are original. It is redundant of Presidential Decree
No.2 to "proclaim the wholec country sz e land refoim area', The Code of Agrarian Reforms
. did so in 1971 by declaring share terancy throughout the country as contrary o public
policy and by calling for its automatic conversion to agricultural leasehold.

and has Marcos casily forgotten that soac years ago he heard the seme piou: gencra-
lltles in Presidential Decree Mo. 27, o bout "the cmgncipation of the tenant from the bon-
dage of the scil® and "transferring to thcm the owncrship of the land they till and provi-
ding thc instruaents and wcchanism thercfor®, from arother deaagoguc? In 1963, arcos as
Senate Precsident was at thc side of Jacapagel when he signed into law the Agrisultural
Land Refora Code and proclaimed the "cmsacipation” of' thc tenant masses and "abolition of
tenancy". -
The deangogucry of the dictator larcos is definitely sta 2. But what is now wmost
“striking is the fact ina t his Presidential Tecrse No. 27 has artificially incrcascd land

prices a nd has furthcr put the tcnant masses in a position of ridicule undcr recactionary
laws. This decr.e dictates a higher cust for ecquiring land and in eifect twils the tenant
masscs with the fact that they cannol afford to buy laond frou the lanclords. .lse, the
dictator Marcos by his spzech of Octeber 21, 1972 has pronounced the policy that sny trans-
fer of land betwecen the landlord and tenant shall be strictly e transaction be:-:2 the

two and that the rcactionary govirnment shall avoid cengaging in the buy-and-sell of' a few
landed estates between landlord and teaant, It is to be cxpected that it would rather
shift funds to the fescist wilitary.

Presicential Decrce No. 27 orders that the value of lend shall be eauivalent to 2%
times the average harvest of thrce normal crop years iammediatcly preceding the preamulgation
of the decrce, In addition, the decr:c orders that the total cost of the l,nd, including
intercst at (rc rate ~f 6 J per znnum, shill be paid by the tcnant in 15 years of 15 equal
annual amort‘zations. Thc cntirc foraula set by thce fascist dictator for thc asquisition
of lands iroi the landlords is simply ridiculous. ~

Let us translate what appears to be small nunbers iIn the presidential decerce into
their real dimcnsions. 4ssumc that the tenanted land is three hectlares, irrigeted and
2-cropped onrd that the average yicld is T cavans ci palay per hactare per crop. Tae total
annual yiclc of the entirc tcnanted land is, thercforc, 300 cavana of palay. Acscume that
the agrecd .rice of a cavan ol palay is #25.- waich is the current floor price sct by the
dJational Griins fLuthority. The figurc that comes out is p7,500; it is thc moncy cquiva-
lent of the average annual crop, .ultiply this by 2. The resultant is £18.753. This
is supposed to be the cost of the 3 hectarc land, if only the tenant could pay in cash
iimcdigtely,

at tc unqualificd intercst ratc of 6% per amawi, the total intercst chargcs on
F1E€,750 in .5 years can range frea £9,000 to F16,275, The final total cost of the cntire
land would .hercfore ranrc from ¥27,750 to $35,625. bDpivide thesc figurcs by 15 in order
to arrive a: tic 15 ejual ennual cmertizations,  ac figures range frea 21,650 to 22,375.

The per-nzctarc valuc of the land, without interest charges, is £6,250, f1nis is
far higher “hen the P4,1%9 per-hccizre value ol land (insluding a few urbaa csiatcs) bought
by the Land Lank froa 1986 to 1971 und:r the agricultural Land Rcform Codc. It may be
argued that ‘and prices have gone up. since then, But then the valuc of p4,140 ter hectare
cven include3 o few highcr-valucd ur’ »n estates and, of coursc, the overpriciny lia¢ ordi-
narily gocs uito ilransactions betwsen the reactionary gov't and the landlords. 7Tnc best
thing to do 'n order ito scc how exorditant a pricc is £6,250 is to go around and obscrve
coaperable linds mnd their curr nt prices. If inicrest charges ranging frox 35,000 to
F5,625 por hectare arc adled to the principal ccat of the iand, then the total cost per
hectare rangcs frec- 4,250 to £11,875. 1In wosi arcad, thc land that we speak of can be
bought ot a pric: ..low /1,000 pcr h ctarc. Prcsidential Decrec No.27 therefere, gives
worc than cver = bL-Lter deal to the lirdlords and o worsc deal to anyone who is biited
into belicving the bogus land referm of the fascict dictatorship.

Goinz bncl to the Guestion of cqusl annual anertizations, let us now nolc il a te=
nant on 2 3-hcctace, irrizated and 2-cropped land car really save and put up an csount
ranging fron r1,8.0 to /L,)/) cvery yerr and rfor 15 ycars! The answer can bc ; dticu from
the masses theousslves., Under conditions of increasing inflation under the U.5.-iiarces
dictntorship, thc tenant rmaily has .o pay wmore for bacic comaodities (other +lian grain
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and vegetables in the backyard) for its su istence. It has to pay far morc for fertili-
zers; pesticides; irrigation fecs; hauling; and other agricultural costs rcquiring

cash outlays. Then, there arc other agricultural costs in thc main involving grain out-
lays, as in sceding, planting, weedlag, harvesting, threshing and milling. If the tenont
has no work aniunals or iaplcuents, he has to rent then froa the landlords or the rich pca-
sants. At the cnd ol cvery year, therc is not much lcft for any tenant family to ever hope
that he can buy out the landlord.

Under conditions of want and hard toil, cvery tcnent faaily is usually besct within
15 yecars Ly a nunber of major illncsscs, involving heavy mcdical cxpenditurcs or cven tem-—
porary disability or dcati, of the principal t ller. Within the saamc long period, calami-
ties like floods, drought, crop infestaticn and the lilke is likely to occur. 411 these
can disrupt the timetable of amortizations. If for one year he¢ is in default of psyucents,
the prospcctive landowner-cultivator will ncver be able to recover financially and will
have to suffcr completc loss of the lanc he has hoped to own,.

The rislks involved in the attcnpt to buy 1land from the landlord arc cxceedingly
great for a tenant. Obviously, it is for tais réason that Presidéntial Decrce 0.27 rce—
quires him to join a "cooperative" first beforc being allowed to get into the act of trying
to buy land on waich he is a tenant. This "cooperatiwe", an underling of the landlords
rural banks or the landlord-dominated gov'!t is supposcd Lo guatantee amoriizations to ke
lanclord an< at the¢ sane time stands puard to take cover the land lest the buyer goes in
‘default. Ultimatcly, thc tenant goes back to bing a tenant after his futile cftTort to con-
form to the bogus land reform or, in other words, the laws of the landlord. The land that
hec “has hopped to own olso rcverts to the landlor? class through a bogus wmopcrulivc or the
rcactionary coveciaacnt,

Not a single poor share-tenant has been or can cver be cmancipated by Ircsi-eatial
Deeree 0. 2 an< Presidential Decrce Jdo. 27. Yet, as iff a few glittering phrancn would
suifice to obscure the truth, the propazanida machinery of the UsS.-Marcos diciatorship has
been cndlescly claiming that the presiZential deerces have alrealy caancipatz™ 715000
teuants on 1.5 illion hectares and distributed to cach of them cither 3 hcclarer of irri-
gated land or ) hecteres of unirripatcd land. Anyone with the simplest knowlcd:c of arith-
metic will imm:dintcly scc the Marcos propaganda as a cneap lics, Out of 1.5 wmillicn hec-
tares, 'there can only be 2.1 heactarcs for cvery cic of 715,000 tenants. Furthernore, the
nuaber of tenants in the rhilippines is not as swmall as 715,000 and also the cztent of
lanclords ho' lings devoted to ricc and corn is not as small as 1.5 willion heciarcs,

Onc acso ayth spewed out by the propagando wmechiicry of the U.S.-idarceos dictatorship
is that land reform ic bcing conductes by the renctionary gov't in Cagayan valley. The
truth is the’. ithe reactionary armcd forces are trying by all-out forcc to suppiess the re-
volutionary scasant :asses and protect the landlord class, The big laadlord liarcos himself
is rabidly irying to licep his lancod cstatz of morce than 22,000 hectares in tho face of the
surging rcvclutionary acvecont., This landed cstote cxlending from ordon, Isalsla to
Diffun, Nucva Vizeaya ic the biggect of its kind north of panila and is the mout conspi-
cuous londm.rk of "tudalima in Cagayan valley. 1t is wilso the most scandalous cuaple of
land grebbe ! frem poor tcnants and scttlers, .

The Tabacalera potate of 11,000 hectares has long been offererd for sale to the
recactionary gov't by its foreign owners wio arc terribly afraid of the genuine lanl reform
progran. ol the revolutionary 2cvs:ent. They want to sell the land at an ovevprice and
at the samc tince contract the reactio ary gov't to deliver the tobacco and oil.cr nroctucts
to thea.  Taecy uanl the rcactionary gev't to securc the lan? from the revolutiouary peca-
sant masses anZ noi really to make the lant the objcct of any lan< reform. Shouls the
U.3.-Marcos cliquc finally buy “he lanr, it would bc at an overprice an' the lan-less
tillers would not be ablc to afford ithe re-istribution price.

Yith egard to-ue problems ¢l lan? reform, therc is nothing ncw to expect i'ren the
Usoo=farcos cictntorshir except the worscning of the oli 1t .of the peasant mascci. The
Department .f fAgrarian Reforms crecatc” by the Colu rl' dgrarian Reforas has lcen cssigned
by the fascist ‘ictator to work out th+ 2ectails of his “land rcfora' ceerces. This depart-
ment will go thc way of its predecessors, such @s the atioanl Land Reform Cowt.cil, the
Lend juthori-y en< the like. It will be nothine morc than a burcaucravic sct-up i'or pro-
tecting the landlort class an< deaan‘ing payuents for land cxpropriatel at an overprice
from a few lwndlords. The emancipation of the tunant masscs anz the abolition ol the
"systen of caarccrop and lecasce~ternanc;” " have bcecouc more gipantic impossibilitics under
the U.o.-Marzos dictatorship by virtuc of Proclauation o.27 setting the pricc of lanc

ecven above “fair - orlet value", ot does it profit a poor peasant anyway cven if the

Lan¢ Bank exhnuoty its fun’s in buying only a few lanZed cstetes. iic will still have to
ying A

pay the heavy nr.oc. ol « wedistributson,

Frem 1665 to 1971, the long pcriod during which the Agricultural Lend I:7orm Code
was in c¢ffect wuntil it was rclabelled Qode of jgrarian Reforms, thc rcactionary sovit
Tappropriatc i £1,3% billion anl actually rclcased a totel of P399.24 willien ‘o ihe va=-

rious "land relorn® asencicu, Qut of the large anount actually relegsed , only a moasly
P36.52 million was relcased speci.ically to thc Land Baanlk, wiiich in turn sp o.aly
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#16,002,900 to purchase 32 lande?! estatcs having thc total sizc of only 3,876 hcctarcs.
The total sizc of thc expropriatec cstatcs is equivalent to a measly portian of onc Mar-
cos hecienda. WNow, we .8k whether a single poor peasant, lower micéle class peasent or
farm worker ever succecded during the last seyen ycars in beconing a full owner of a fa-
nidy~size plot froa any of thesc expropriated cstates. MNot a singlc onc. Most of the
2,268 tenants of these cstates have gone in default of their amortizations as in all cases
of axpropriation and redistribution before 1965. It is only thc rich pcasants an? upper
niddlc peasants who can keep up with thc schedule of anortizations because in the first
place, thcy have some amount of surplus londs or have wmore. than enough work aninals as well
" a8 better fara implcments.

There is nothing in the past an2 thcre is also nothing in thc present to show or in-
dicate that the reactionary gov't, specia 1lly as it is now un‘er a fascist dictatorship
can implement a zenuinc lend reform program. It is important to cxpose an’ condeun tnc past
record of the U.S.-Marcos rcgimc on the lan? problem an: likewisc the present hoax about
lanf reform being drummed up by the Harcos propaganca machinery.

Undcr Proclaqatlon 1081, the peaauﬂt masges are prohibited froa heving their own
zilitant associations and from asserting heir democratic rights. uUnder conditions of aar-
tial rule, “he rcactionary aracl forces have the liccnsc to commit all kinds of barbarities
against the pcasant masses. In arcas where the pecasant zasses have valiantly stool up to
oppose lanclorc oppression and exploitation, the fascist troeps who inflict dircct physi-
cal hara are concentratcd by the U.s.-iarcos dictatorship in order to suppress chcc nd
protect the lanclord class,.

The political an< cconoaic crisis, spammed by U.3. iuaperialism and dowmestic fceucdalisa
has becen aggravated by the grecd and barbarisa of the fac :ist dictatcrship. idassacres, -
mass arrests, wcass cvacuation, zoning, looting, kidnapping, assassination, abusc of wonen,
blackuail and extortion at checkpoints exacerbate the sufierings of the peassnt wasses
who even before uartial law could not seek redress for their grievances.

As the resistance of the peasant nasscs riscs, the U.S.-Marcos dictatorship shifts
public funds to the reactionary araed forces in order to increasc their numbcers, equipment
and antipopular cpcrat-ons. 4s a result, the reactionary gov't no longer has as wmuch funds
as before disposable for "land rcfora® and can no longer pretend as auch as before to be
for Ma ad rciom" by purcha sing a few cxcessively overpriced estates frou tic landlord
class an? offering thcse ror resalc to tenants et prohibitive prices,

A land refora program must have as a minimum goal the recuction of land rent to at
least 10% of the net crop, the complete elimination of ubury an<d the developcaent of multi-
purposc cooperation among the poor peasants, lower mi'dle-peasants an” fara workers, Its
naxiuun geal should be the confiscetion of the lands of the landlords an?! their frec dis-
tribution to the poor pcasants, lower mildle pcasants, farm wecrkers an? all other impove-
rished people who arc willing to till the soil bBut have no lan<. The achicvement of these
goals are intercoanccted w1th the comprchensive achievcacnt of the pecople's democratic

revolution.

REJECT .iARCO> AND BOGUS CONSTITUTICN. REJECT M4aRCOS AMD 30GUS COJSTITUTION. REJECT M..RCO3

"NOT ALL SLEPT OR PRETENDED TO SLEEP
DURING THE D4ARK DaYS OF OUR GOUNTRY"

xxkSpecch of Delegate Justice Jesus Barrera on Transitory Provisions ef the Constitution

There is a rulc in the law of evidence that a statcuent ageinst interest is uore
convincing aancd trustworthy than self-scrving declarestions. Precicatesd on the provisions
of 3cction 2 of the draft article on Irgnsitory Provisiins under discussion, to the effcet
that dclegatics vho vote in favor of its aloption will automatically become acubers of the
proposec. Ad Interia National Asscubly while those who voted against, will be exclude<
therefron, it would scea that applying the rule, all argunents in favow, being scli-scrving
ghould not be taken at their facc-valuc, while those against should -uerit full faith and
crcedita

My friends, I do not proposc to take advantage of this rule of evidence. T-he
subjcct at hand is too serious and transcendental to be decided on uecre technicality. The
lifo of the nation, its institutions, traditions, aspirations and hopes, itz very future
are in thc balance, Thc way I look at the proposed article, far from being transitory, it
institutes a systc which placecs thc cntire gov!t in onc singlc person for a perio? indefi-
nite and unccrtaii, all depending upon the sole will and exclusive deteruinatica ef that
persons I now recall the proposal of the Gentleman froa sAbra to adopt a dictatorship of
tho Philippincs with the present incunbent President as the life dietator. Most of us then
took the proposal as a oke, but alas, wc now find that, that is cxectly what is cnbodied
in the subjcct, draft article,

Let us analyzc cach section of the draft.



