
, 
-

1 
_, - 7 -7 PlllllPPINE P.ES::Al:Cli/~ES~URCE FILE ,u- '.i _j'j 

!iJ (j/JIJll!J.g.Y]/Jl!J/1/; 
Vol. I No. l 

COMBAT MARCO.3 DICTATOR3HIP 1,.-:il U:nTE \-/IT:,-! ALL REVOLUTIO~ARY 
.C.L.l3SES Al-ID PilOGRESSIVE GROUPS AGAL'l!3T Ii'A3CISM! 

The declaration of martial law is the declaration of a ote.te of civil war through­
out -~he country. Let us not mince words. It is the death blow to all possible illusions 
that have obscured, to the point of blindness, our understanding as the nature of the fun­
da.nental conflicts that plague our society. Thooe 1-1ho think that the sickness of this 
:.oci: .1 body are mere "exce:;ses 11 or temporary "aberrations n, "short-comings n or the work­
ings of a "conspiratorial few" hav-:i for too long deluded themselves in believi:ig that if 
only these few "exceptions" of mere episodic injustices, isolated for.us of exploitation 
etc. etc. can be cured, then the social and economic system (which is believed to be"essen­
tie.Ey"- just and proper) can be preserved. Today, they are either willing or unwilling 
collt•.borators of the present military regime and of the American power that supporcll it 
or else have been reduced, perhaps still unbelieving, to the silence of the betrayed and 
the r!'3ad. In either case, they have been proved to be fatally misto.ken and hence, for the 
time being at least, impotent. 

rt io at this point- the point of conSi:ience, of outrage, of _terror t;,e 
realzzation .of how profoundly we have been dec(i ved,that our demands for basic changes 
are answered by empty "legi3le.tions", ndecrees", obfu3cating "measure3", palliatives, 
etc. etc. This regime of idiots are still selling uo this line of more ~relief", more 11 re­
forml'11, that systematically evade the bedrock problems that characterize our no.tional so­
ciet~: the feudal character and the colonial subservience of our economy to the United 
Stateo, the mercenary nature of the fascist aroed forces, the mindleso bureaucrats and 
political opportunists who welcome this reg!llle as one gigantic pork barrel (minus the 
usual co.npetitors?), thJ endless intervention of the United States in the civil affairs 
of the country and its direct role in the maintenance of fascist rule etc. etc. 

In other words, the basic structure of power and privelege ho.a not been and co.nnot 
pos3ibly be touched, let a.lone changed by this regime for the clear reason that thi_s __ _ 
mil it,:,.ry rule is in itself the expression of precisely the 1,1ost entrenched classe::; and 
poi-:er groups who are threatened by basic social changes and who shudder liith fear before 
the increasing politicalization of millions of Filipinos! Thi3 regime relies for it3 
image of"legitimacy"_solely on this propagated lie: that it is co.pable of fundamental 3o­
cial -::hanges. If we 1 isten closely enough, we might even get the irr.pressiort that these 
military goons really believe themselves. But we do not really care to share their do lu­
aionc, 

It is however not enough to be indignant. It is o.bove all necessary to re:ain our 
co.n.po:;ure, our now radical will, our now revolutionary patience. \'le shall not do this 
regime the fay or of being obscure to ourselves, of being di::1hcartened, fatal i:itic, etc., 
to poison ourselves: thi3 is precisely what they wish uc to do. 

It is necessary to understand cleo.rly the nature of this fo.sciot rule that day art.er 
day infects u::1· with its d;i.oeo.se. What are the chief characteriatics of this rule? \'/hat 
are tl:e "baoic changes" it proclaims? 

(a). The cla::1scs which urged the imposition and maintenance of :nnrtio.l law and which 
are b, ::1t benefitted by its economic policies are ecsentially the big landlords, the cora­
prado bourgeoiilie and the bureaucrats who utilize ·thier political power to umaoc cconCJ!lliC 
wealth the previou3ly did n~t po3sess (i.e. bureaucrat-capitalists), These oame cla~seo 
and g1oups are precisely the aamc oneo who have always posseLlsed the decisive wealth o.nd 
power in the P hilippineo from the very sto.rt. It is therefore shce .:- folly and illusion 
to bej ieve that they are willbg and capable of inDtituting "bo.:.ic changeo 11 in the economic 
und p,litical ::1ycto:n since such changea would mean precisely the destruction of their power 
and the deprivation of their priveleges, In short, we are not convinced (in their dirty 
joke rf a "new society")tho.t they are a.bout to co.nmit class suicide. It is necessary to 
do it for them. 

Of course, we are aware that this does not explain fully the specific motivo.­
tions and immediate reaaons for the imposition of fascist rule •. And we shall ho.ve occa­
sions in the future 13.;uea of this journal- to examine the specific purposes of econOL1ic 
policies of this regiluc (e.g. the so called Agro.rian Reforms, the oil exploration policies, 
parity o.nd the Investments Incentives Act ate.). The econor.iio policies of this resimc, 
v1hich is determined by the internal conflicts o.nd factional otruggles; within the sam<": 
ruling classes and groups may be broadly divided into t1-10: First, thoconsolidation of tho 
power of a faction (i.e. Marcos o.nd his henchmen) supported by its economic 1-1eal th, poli­
tical power and the ~oyalty of the dominant section of the fascist armed forces. 
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Second, the elimina tion, or. .!l±. les.Gt. reduction of the power- of'·othcr- faction:i 
~the Lopez group) which mny pose. ~hrcats-t.JJ _ thr,f, _cl iquc controlling th9 rug;ir:le -
at present. 

It is necessar~, to cxami_ne the internul confl icta within the ruling cl iquc, 
ils competitions for power ,and interest if we arc . to fully understnnd the _shifting poli­
cies. But in no case arc :·1c convinced that the:.e ceonoL,ic plan:i const'itute a breaking­
out of the oppressive economic politicnl :.ystem. The:;e power cliques are·si.wplr compe­
ting among the.a:.elvcs for the support of the .'.:!leric= Gov' t. and for the profitable 
control of political 1;iachii1cry. 

(b). The fascist rule is strongly :.upported and advocated 'cJy the United States 
governuicnt. The reasons 1'or thi:. arc numerous but the raoot basic ones are econo.nic and 
ntrategic. 

The maintenanc ,, of the Fhilippines a:. an agricultural appendage of the /uneri­
can industries, the source of export rt.·.-1 matcrial:i, an importnnt market of /,.I;!cricc.n pro­
ducts ( c .g, witness the lc'rgc scde Fo~d car ]Jla.n for Southeast Asia which is baced her_e) 
and source of cheap lubor. (/lno':her econo.nic reason is the presence of inter,1ationally 
co.npeted off shore oil deposits - articularly on the rcgic.n of the Southeast J,sia conti­
nental "shelf". The whole range of thi::: oil-rich sc:cticn of the world which extends 
from the gulf of 'i'lrn: l,.nd ~.nd th::: shore:, of VictnUlil dovm lo the whole of the Indonesian 
archipelago. The Pn.1.l ippj •1e::; is also ~ncluded 1·1i thin this crucially significant arc, 
particularly on the: eastern seaboard do,m to ;;indo:·o, P:::.l,;,.wnn and l~indanao. The fact is 
that urea has already bed. ;i0.rcc: led to more than ,. dozen, mostly /.Llcrican, giant oil 
cotnpanies n.nd cartels, for 11 cxpLJitatic'1 11 and 11 dc•,clopc:mcnt 11 • It is not accidc:-ital that 
all the countries 1'1i thin t:1is arr, arc ~:' now under fc.:icist rule - Thailand, Sou'..h Vietnam, 
;.:alaysia, Indonesia rend the fhilippinc::. It is not 2,ccidental that one of tli.e first 
"decrecs 11 of our petty dict~tor upon d~clnrstion of marti~l law i:i the 11 invitation" of 
"oil-exploration 11 to foreign c oc!1pr,:1ies). In any case; for the maintenance of these econo­
mic interests of the .~.mericans, "polit'.co.l stc.bility" and 11 pcace and order" arc required; 
things which our dict:,tor Hr.recs is only too willinc; to assure his masters. 

The many direct reason a for /l!Ilcrican urging of martio.l law arc too clear to us: 
the wpending teI"uiin'l.tion of Parity ri;::ht::; in 1974 (1·1hich l!fortunntely" falls within the 
period of the so-cal ].ed 11 ::. d -i:,-:erim eccv 't"); the hikin:: of oil prices, '~he L•:F-iraposed 
lowering (again!) of the peso etc.etc. 

The. strat,:;gic reasons which ac:? .. ,c the intcrni:i.t:.onal ccono,uic and political 
ffintcr<.Jots 11 of th~ J,..i., its ncu·.·otic 11 -:on-~o.inment:, f')lic;/ against the P coplc's Republic 
of China Bnd its cupport of corru.pt rc[,i..1es undc.r the ban·ner of anti-co,nmu."lism and the 
Nixon doctrine requires thi::: imp•,ri'.ll po•.:cr to raaintc.in hundreds of military bases and 
installations in the 3outl:<:c.st J,cian r,:,;.:.o;,. Thi:; systcL, of military bases arc the armed 
security forces assuring 11 stabil i ty 11 c o the ccono: .. ic '"1d political interests of. t,1e U .s. 
in this purt of -~he •11orld, In t,10 Phili;)pinc,, th,~ numerous .':ncricat\, cilitary baseu, 
sanctified by "trcatie::i", consti'cute the strongc::it :-.n1cd :::upport of -.:.he :•iarc·os fascist 
regime, \'le shall have op;,ortunitics t,, study this in morta detail in the couiing issue::., 

( c). The Fascist Rcgi;c:c is C ,untcr-rcvolutior.'.\ry. The aiu of the h1pod ticn of uar­
tial law i:; the con::;olidation of the po·,1cr of the ruling classco ngainst the developing 
revolutionary a1·mrencs::i and act!. ·ri tics of c.c:·c and □ore peasants, workers, ii1tcllcctuala 
and other progrcssi vc scc'-ors of' the p<otty and national bourgeois ic. 

The ab1 of this c1ilitnry rule is preventive, It ::;eeks to destroy the patri.otic and 
revolutionary r,1ovc:.:1c:nt in it::; er. ·ly stc.gc:::. There i □ rea3on to bcl ievc that it· ia too 
late, The revolutionary ;::ovc.ncp ·; has :;pr-.:ad th;·ou;,,;1:,ut all the moj.or province~ at the 
country, In a hop<.Jlc::;s n·ctcnpt ·~o r<epv,t the pre-emptive counter-rcvolutionc.:-y policies 
of the 19 ,?0 's against the old l• : ,t ( the def en'~ of :;hich wns due:. more to tl1e c:1Ta:·:; of the 
Lavac than to Magsaysay o;· La.nd1; lale), this mili tc1r~, r::giae is hoping for a r:::-cn,..ctmcnt 
of that dec:idc. '.le shull be gl I to dist.lJJJOint the.T.. 'ihc present revolutionc,ry clcvelope­
ments have learned from the scri.ouc errors of the P:-.:.t n,,d in ·contrast to that t imc, arc 
continuously lcarnini;, not in t: 3 len:::~, from the actions of our fc.scist cnc.r..i•;a. 

What are the tactics of 1.his co,J.i'Jtcr-rc;·olutionary fascust rcr;ime7 
(1). ·ro dcoC:c.ri7.e ·.ho role of the fa:::c.i.:;~ armed forces cmd to prC' ,cnt them 

ao a"mud2rniri 1r; 11 r~Jtor in the :hilippincs. 
( 2). The idcL lo[>;ic.~l and ,sc::momic con:;ol idation of the middle and lower middle 

clasoc::: in a~~port or Cic faocint Pncw ~ocicty11 • 

(;i). The con:-olidc.~ion an '. indefinite cxtcn:.ion of the power of the ~!areas 
dictato,~:::hip t:1rough political nnd "constitutionallT reforms, (through 
the ",\d Interjm 11 and 11 Farliamentary 11 gov't.) 

( 4). . :'1.c inu",i tut ion oi' p,,ra-mil i tary "c lvic action n, of 11 coun'u~:·-i.n!'lurgcncy11 

t.:ea~urc,~, of 11 rc:.cti!';;cv}:--tc" of t\10usands of minorities an -l, as in the 
Ct>.:Je of Mu'lli:•1·;, the: c::tcrninc-.ticn 0i' t\1oac who resist, 

(5), The fic:ding cf 11 tD.nl . .c'orccn", lr,.rge military opcration!l dil'cctcd against 
the ccn~crs of revol::tiouury base:i and strongholds, 

(6). D:::priva::io,1 of civil rizht:i, terror v.nd supprcosion compai2_.i' ~r.-n:;.nst 
ail pukictic •nd pr Jgre:rnive sccto:·s of our society, 
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(7), Sustained o.nd syste~atic propago.nda for the fascist regime, the brain­
washing of the popclation throu~ fascist-controlled media o.nd educa­
tional system. 

(8), The use of the willing or unwilling collaboration of the religious 
groups, particularly the Catholic hierarchy (whtch we insist on dis­
tinguishing from individual catholics) to lend support and 11 blessing1 

to this fascist regime, 
(9). rhe use of o.nd collaboration of so~e writers and artistn who give cre­

dibilj.ty and legitimacy to this regime, These hacks who deceive us 
that creative freedom and responsibility arc possible under, and in 
fact, while colluding with the murderers who constitute this regime, 

The numerous cases of massacres, terrorism and dctcnt ions under the Marcos dicta. 
torship - and which are dutifully unpublished by it propaganda agencies (ouch as the 
Daily Express, Times Journal, Fhil ippine Focus etc.) ·arc well !rnotm acong the lower class­
es and those who unite with thera. This regime is be.sed on decept;.ons and the su.,)prcssion 
of the truth of what our true conditions are 3nd what its cri~inal leaders arc guilty of, 
It is based on lies, on deception and ignorance precisely as it professes truth, honesty 
and knowledge. 

This regime, this ruling class, this kaerican imperial power that <:rushe.s us be­
neath its inferno.! heels do not recognize reason nor co:.ipas:iion, We, however, recognize 
its endless pretensions to "reason", and its hypocritical postures of "compassion" and 
of a "new life" as so much uncxcclled irrclcva.,ce. 

r'rom Resistance to Revolution: It is not enough to o,,pose Fascism and the ~larcos 
dictatorship. It is not enough to talce up the attitude of resistance, of a purely defcn. 
sivc position. It is above everything else, necessary to seize the initiative to radical 
action and radical. consciousness, to pursue the Revolution and to live the Revolution. 
The journal will po.y its raain attention to this purpose, · \•/hile it shall continue to ne­
gate the repressive regilac, expose its violent nature, its cri:ncs and deceptions, it shall 
develop the positivity of the revolutionary and patriotic move□cnt, its advances, its 
risks a,1d dee isions. 

L~ the political realm, it shall supposrt the establishment and expansion of 
"counter-institutions"; of autonocous political organizations a~onG the peasantry, the 
working class, and the allied classes of the intellectuals and the small and national 
bourgeoisie - these institutions of self-rule; the c1obili~p.tion· of the deep rc:.ources 
af the :.::;:ijority of our_ people, It shall support all alliances of all genuine revolutiona­
ry clo.sses and patriotic groups that work together for the dci;truction of this regime 
and the reactionary classes which ranintain it, It shall work towards the finr.l libera­
tion of the notion from A:nerican hegemony. 

1'hc Journal therefore devotc:i its energies to the propagation and deepening of poli­
tical consciousne son the basis of the principles of the United Front and the alliance 
of all progreJsivc classes in the pursuit of the national dc~ocratic revolution. It 
accepts this alliance as historically nece~sary and inevitable. It contends that a con­
solidation of all forcc:i into a united front constitutes the strongest r.:servc of power 
alone capable of destroying th2se institutions that oppress us and to work for a coalition 
government that shall be truly rc2rcscntativc of all progressive interests. 

In particular, th-e journal seeks to elucidate the cultural dilemna brought about 
by these events. It socks to situate the nature and consequence of philosophy, litera­
ture and the arts in the CJ.idst of these fascist onslaughts and the revolutionary movement. 
The plo.co of artistic liberty, duty and meaning, the relations of political action to 
artistic sensibility, the tactics end forms of "cultural rationalization" of fascist rule, 
of ideology and the arts etc, 

cdi torial. 

REJECT ;.iJ.RCOS 1.;:m BOGU3 CCNiTITUTICN. REJECT ;.l.ilRCOS i:.irn BOGUS CCNSTITUTION. REJECT MARCOS 

T'rlE BIG HO:'.X-LAND .RZF'OR;t, 

Presidential Decree No,2 dated September 25, 1972 and Presidential l)ccrce Ilo,27 
dated October 21, 1972, two docU1:1cnts which the dictntor ;,;arcos boast:i of as his ml'.'.stcr­
pieces o· · "land reform 11 , arc consistent with the o.nti-dcmocratic and counterrevolutionary 
character of Pro-~la-:,,ation 1081. They arc al so consistent with the :iost obnoxious s.nti­

poaso.nt and prolen<llord provisions of the old Agriculturo.l Lantl Ref om Code ( ~ep. Act 
}844) all wcill as of ito latcJt moc!ificd version, ~he Code of Ar;rario.n reforms ( ea bodying 
Rep ,/Let. 6,59). 

The two presidential decrees do not get out of the old rut of all previous reaction~ 
ary lce;iolation on "land reform" which runs thus: if a tenant want to get cCJ.o.ncipatcd, 
he must pay for th<.: lo.ndlordo land at "fair market value 11 or at the gov 1ta overprice; or 
he can start calling himself a 11 lcaseholdcr" and pay to the landlord a fixed yearly ront 



Lnnd Rcfon~ cntd. 
cciuiv3lcnt t0 25 of the: uv..:rn:;e ycurly crop of 5· normul crop ycaro, provided he i,;,oulders 
all n6 ricul tur,:l expense::: x,d to.kc::; nll ri:::ks, including tho6c due to nntur::il C!",lc.:r,it ies 
and crop cpid.:mic o. 

;'he lrnd retention 1 imit cf 7 l'.ectareo oct on the landlords by Presiclentid Decree 
No, 27 is a~ pretended m:d false !HJ a .. "ly of the lnnci retention llllits set by previous legis­
lation becnuse b fact the tenant !.lnsse:i nrc required to buy out the landlord::; c.t "f:i.ir 
warket valuc 11 or puy for the high rcdistri'..-.1tion price oet by_ the reactionary gov•t. In 
the firot plr.cc, 1..his gov 1t which ;,ro:,1iscs to expropr~~.te landed c:itates for rcdictribu­
tion and re:;oJc to the te:,a.nt cinasci, in n jJOliticul instru.nent of the landlord6 ::ind he.ving 
extremely 1 bite cl cnsh nn l b::mcls :;\,r buying lands n t the 11 fnir aarket vnluc II it hau set 
this us its 01-m U.1!lit and burden in no.king expropri2.tio:-i. 

It is uttc~ly utupid of the diatator Marcoc to boast that his pre6idcnti::il decrees 
arc historically outstanding ns thc2• ar-:: original. It i:J redundant of Presidential Decree 
No.2 to "proclaim the whole country ~.o e lur.d reform area 11 • The Code of J,grario.n Reforms 
did so in 1971 by cleclnrin.'.s shnre tenancy throughout the country au contrary to public 
policy and by calling for its auto~atic conversion to agricultural leasehold. 

,'i.nd h:i.s 1-lnrco:; c:a!lily forgotten that so·.:ic ye9.rs ago he heard the same piou·: genera­
l i tics in Presidential [':;ere::; :·ro. 2.7, o. bout 11 thc eor.ncipatio:-i of the tenant fro.:::i the bon­
dage of the scil" ancl 11 tranoforring to theJ1 the 0•1.>:1crship of the land they ti:!.l ar.d provi­
ding the instrwaents ar.d ;.icchanis.n therefor", fro~ ar.other clc.:aagoguc? In 1965, ;,:arcos as 
Senate President w1s n:. the side of :,,c,capagr.l when he; sigied into law t:1e l.r:,bll.ltural 
Land Refor.n Code nnd p;·oc,lain:ed the •ic,.oncipation'1 of the tenant 1·Jasseo nnd- 11 0.bolition of 
tenancy". 

The de :,inio6u<.-r: of the dict::.to: ;.,r,;.:,o:i ~ s J:}finitcly stn F. But what is :-iou 1nost 
·· striking is the fact tna t his Presidential !;ccr;c [,jo. 27 has artificially inc!·c8.c.;cd land 

prices a nd hao further put the tenant nasscs in a position of ridicule undc1· reactionary 
laws. Tnis dccr .. c dic ·~ates a higher c ,,st for c,.cquirini:; land nn:l in cif'ect tw !:~::; the tenant 
masses with the; tact ti1.:.t t'.1uy canno·~ .:. ff ord to buy l:mcl fro:ll thG bnC:lorclc. i,1 so, the 
dictator Marcou by his sp~cch of October 21, 1972 has pronounced the policy thclt 3 ny trans­
fer of land bct.;:c;cn the .cG.."lcllo;•d a:.tl tenant 6hall !J.:s strictly 8 transaction be : ··: ~-,. the 
two and that the 1·cac,tionary r;ovc.rnncr.t sh:i.11 avoid c;ngaging in the. buy-and-:iell .:.:· a few 
landed estate~ between l.ir.dlord and t<o .1ant. It is to be .;xpected that it 1-roulcl r2.th6r 
shift fund:; tc, the; fascist .:uilitary. 

Prc::iic.rntial Decree fio. 27 ordC;rs t~c1t the v'l.luc of land shall be cquhaic,,t to 2-½ 
tirac;;s the ave:ruge hnrvc::: '.:. of three nor1rc:i.l crop yearo i,i'.ln<cdiut"ly preceding the prc .. ,ulgation 
of the dccr,:,s, In :i.~dition, the C:ccr ; c. o:-dcrs t,1ct th,3 totnl cost of the l 0 nd, ir.cluding 
interest ,-_t ,re: r::ita ~f 6 ,t per :rn:.um, s!:1111 be paid by the tenant in 15 y(;c.n of: 1.5 equal 
annual araort'~ations, The entire for~ula set by the fas~ist dictator for the a~quisition 
of lands fro·1 the l::n::!lo:-,:::i is simpl~• ridiculous. 

Let 1,.;::; tr.:.nslo.tc what appear:, t,o be n:nall :1'.r.lbz1·:i :'.".1 the presidential decree into 
their real c'.icr.encions. ,,s:.urr,c t:-int the ten<:.nted land is three hecl'l.rcs, irrjg,'. tcd and 
2-croppcd ::.r.tl thnt thr, rne:rage yieol cl is ;: .· C'l.v:i.m; ci' pr.,l'ly per :1act11re per crop, Tne total 
annun.l yicl t. o:,'.' the entire tenanted 1 and i3, therefore, 300 cavan:i of palay. A:.f'•uc that 
the agreed ,•rice of a crcvan o:- palr.y i.; 125.- which i:i the currc:-it floor price oe':. by the 
,fotionn.l Gr,· ino J,ui.hority. The fi~u!·c that co:nc:; out i., f>7, 5(•0; it i3 ti-,c mon cy equiva­
lent of the o.nrn!£" o.nnual crop. ,-iul ti ply this by 2~. The rusultant is /18, 7'}J. Th is 
is supposed to be the co:it of the 5 hec ·~arc 13,nd, if only the tenant coulc! pny ·if. c:.sh 
i.:imdiatcly, 

iLt t ,c unqu~\lif~c,l i.1t'::rc::.t r~<.:.c. of 6:~ per 2. i-1 .1L.o..:~l, the: toto.l intor.c:Jt ch:..~r6 c!; 0~1 

fle, 750 in ~5 j"C'.\rS can r-.:nsc frC cal ?-) ,ooo ta fl6,'c'7';. The: fi110.l total cost of ~he entire 
land would _hcr..,f:llc; :san:~c froc!l '/'27, 7';0 to ;35,625. Divide these figures by l; i.n order 
to arr1 ve ,'.L U1c 15 C•junl annual ~.m., tbt.. t'tons. lhe figures range frc,!l jl:_ ,65u t:, ;t,2, 375. 

The 1,e:r-:1 ·cc tn.re valu·.:: of the lane., 11ithout ir.tcrcst ch'lrges, i::; ,P6,250, '!his is 
far higher •;!,~n th•J ,P1-l,1·'19 per-heci.c.rc va 1.uc o: ~and (iu·;luding a few urba.1 c:1'c:1t<.:s) bought 
by the Le.n,l 1innk fro::. 1966 to 1971 ur.<l: r the ;,[ricul turd Land Reforn: Code. It u! s\Y be 
argued that >\Ile! price::; ho.ve: r;onc up :;jncc then, B~1t then the vuluc of fi1,149 :,er hectare 
even include i 0. fci-; high s r-vnlue<l ur· ··."I ci;tutcu :c,r. J, of course, the ovcrpricinJ, ·-!:en:, ordi­
narily f.Oe::i ).:1to 'cr=s'l.cti.cinn bet;.; -,e:1 the rc11c_tiono.ry f,;ov't !ln<l the landlc-,r<l:;, Ti,c best 
thing to do . n orcier to !lee. hO\·I exoi•!Jitnnt c1 price i::i f-6,250 ii; to ·go arountl ,mt: ob:;crve 
coJ.1purnblc: hn~::i 0n<.: ·ch~.lr curr nt prir,es. If in·._,,re;:it chari;cs ranging fr::,:; ?5,COO to 
f5 ,625 p~ r h , .c:.an.: :i re ,1cl~etl to t.he pr ;..ne: ?::il cc3t of \.he land, then the total co:it per 
hectare range:; frc · .,X),250 to fll,875. In ,10:.'c arcn:i, t:K l:m<l that we speak of cnn be 
bought c..t a pries ... low /11,000 per h .ct.arc. P!·c:iidcntial Decree No.27 thcrci'L!'C, gives 
wore thr.m eve:- ,.: l, •'~ tcr dc.'11 to tiw L .rcllords and 2. wor:Jc deal to unyone whc:i i.i b·1::.tcc! 
into bcl icvinG th .a i>ogu::; lnnd rcfc !'lil of the fnac ir:t tlictntorship. 

Goinc- b,1ck to the c.ucstion of ,,,: uc, l annual a.:iortizations, let us noll ,:,. :.:1: \.f a te­
nant on . .l 5~hectn,c, irrizntcd antl 2-r,!:on:-:: <l land C!'.l" really 3QVC nnd put up C\n iiw:rnnt 
rung in/I fro.1 fl, 8 ;O to f;'c, 575 cvci·y ycr.r m~,! i or 15 yen rs! The; ::inswer c::m uc L J t t~., from 
the. r.1<1soe:; thc,.1:;r, l vc a. Un<l c: l" con,!-\. t ion a of ir.cl"Cn.oine; inf~..1.t ion under the U • .3 , . -:.:,,~·::os 
dictatorship, the tcnunt l'1~mily hnn ,. o puy ;norc fol' b(V ic co,•u:i.o<li tic::i ( other ·cL~.11 ~ r.:iin 
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and vcgcb blc!.l in the bnckyard) for its su istence. It has to pay far .norc for i'crtil i­
zers; pesticides; irriration fees; hauling; and other agricultural costs rcquirµig 
cash outlay a. Then, there arc other agricultural costs in the :min in vol vine r;ruin out­
lays, a::; in sccdinr,, pl:mting, wcc(Lnr;, harvc::iting, threshing an-! railling. If -~hc tcnont 
has no work ani··,1nls or iaplci;1cnto, he hao to rent thc::i fro:::i the landlords or the rich pea­
sants. lit the cm: of every year, there io not rauch 1 cft for any tenant fa.-.iily 1,0 ever hope 
that he CCJ'l liuy au'.:, the landlord. 

Under concli tions of Hant and hnrd toil, every tcncnt fa:iily is usually beset within 
15 years ty a mmocr of ;:mjor illnc,rncG, involving heavy ;:ic:iical cxpcncitures or even tem­
porary dioabil ity or c!ea ti, of the princ i,llll t ller. \'Ii thin the aa.:nc long period, calat1i­
ties like floor.a, Grou6ht, crop infcstaticn :me'. the like is likely to occur. i,U these 
can diarupt the timetable of =ortization:i, If for one year h<.o is in .:!efault of p-:'yr..i.cnts, 
the prospective lun..:.owncr-cul tivutor uill never be able to recover financially ai1d 1-rill 
have to suffer co.;11Jletc lo:;a of the lanC: he has hoper. to own. 

The rinks involve,.: in the a'.:,t(;rlpt .to bµy lund fro:n the lane.lord arc e:wceC:.ingly 
great for a tenant. Obviously, it is for t;1is rJa::.on that Presic!cntial Decree :·10.27 re­
quires hil;1 to Join a 11 coopcr::-.tivc 11 first before b::iing: allo·,·re,: to get into thc ::-.r.t of trying 
to buy lawl on 1·1hich ho is .:'. tcnanL Thi u 11coopera Li ·:c 11 , an un,:crlin~ of" the lnYJc.lorc.s 
rural ban!ca or the l ru1tllord-do;ninatcrl gov I t is :.:uppo3e,:! to gua:-:ante;c ar1or ;.izo. tions to be 
lane.lord anc! at thc sa.1c ti.::uc :itands GUarc! to take ever the land lcct the buyer soc:; in 
default. Ulti.natcly, ·;.he tenant p;ocs back to bing a ~enant afte;r his futile effort to con­
forb to th" bosu:- ln.ncl refon;. or, in other words, the lm1s of the lune.lord. 'I·".'.) lo.i1c! that 
he :has hopped to 01-m o~so reverts to t:i.: lnndlor-~ clc.ss throu~h a bogus rooper..1',~·,c, or the 
reactionary . co'.·c,·.1::H.YJt., 

Not a sin~:lc puor share-tenant hc1.s been or can ever be eui?JlC ipatcd by I ,·c,;i -'.c,1tial 
Decree ;,o. 2 ~,n::. Presi-~cntial Dc;crc:,c Jo. 27. Yet, ns lf ::-. few glitterin~ phrr.;,cc, ·,roulc 
su:ficc to obs1..u ::c the.; truth, the propaz::in~a raachinery of the U,S.-Marcon clic:, t,torship has 
been cncllc:;:;ly :::l~i,ning that the p1·csi:'..:;ntial cecrcca h.:'.•rc alrca-1y c:i•,11cip::1tQ · 7:'3,000 
tec,ants on 1.5 ·.1illion hectares ant'. ('.istributctl to each of theta either ;i hcctnrc2 of irri­
gated. lane. or '.> hcctr,.rcs of 1.L'"<irri13ated 12.Ilc'.. ;'\nyonc :-1ith the si□plcst lmowlc,(':0:"- of arith­
metic will i:\p1,c!iatcly sec the :t.arcos propagan(\u as a cneap lie, Out of 1.5 ,.iill~.cn hcc­
tarco, 'there co.n only be 2 .. 1 hcactarc::; for e•1cry c·1e of 715,000 tcnant.J, Furt:~cr,·:orc, the 
nu:aber of tcr.·1nts ::.n the FhiliJ,pincs ir; not a:.: ,Hnall ·us 715,000 and also thu 0:r.tc,1t of 
lanc!lortl!:: ho~ .. !in::s devote..:! to rice an,:: corn is not us :1::10.ll as 1.5 i,1illion hc.cLc.:re~, 

One ·.:i.,:, :;iyth spcwcc! out by the propaganc!o rac.chi.1cry of thu u.s.-;.J!\rco:; -:'.::.ctutorship 
is that land rcfor.n i::: bei:lc conc.uctc::. by the 1c,1ctiona1·y g0v 1t in Cugayan vallcr. The 
truth is the.', the rcc.ctio:1ary ur:ne;C: forces circ t::-ying by all-out force to :.:u,ir:·v::: the re­
voluti0nary ,,ca.,o.nt .;aaar.s and protect the landlord cluas. Tht: big laadlor<:'. :.,a;·co::i hir.iself 
iD rubidl~, '. ryin,:_>; to b,cj1 his lruir~od cn'tatJ of more t han 22,0CO hectare a in tl,,: face of the 
surginr, rcvc -lut.ior,c>.ry ,:icvcccnt. This lanced catc.tc c:ctc:iding frou! ,,ore.on, Isc1\., ;L•. to 
l)iff'un, Nuc'..- a Vizr,::iya i:: Lhe bir;gc:;t of it:: kin,'. :,o;·th 0f l-lanila an:'. is th(; :::c:i:.t conspi­
cuous lanau .,r!c of i\.,:('.ai.ir.~.1 in Cagayo.n valle;y. i.t :.s ,,.J.co the noat scanc.alour. ., ·:.s:1plc of 
land gre.bbc '. f'rcu poor tcnantn c.n('. settlers. 

The '.'aha.ca 1.c,·a i:itatc of 11,000 hectares han 1011,3 bcr.n of'fcrcr'. for sale t.c ·i:hc 
reactionary gov 't by i to foreign o·.-m<3l'G 1-1:10 arc terribly afraic'. of the genuine l :,..-,-: rcforra 
progr=, o;~ the :-:-c;volutiona:-:y Jc·,: · :cnt, They 1-:::i.n·J:: to :icl 1 the 1 and at un ovc•·prir.c unc. 
at the sa..ic ti.Jlc cont:,:act the reae Lio· .,ry gov I t to ".cl iver the tobacco 2.n('. ot:,c· Dro•'.ucts 
to them. · 'i.1r.y ·.rant the :ccnctionury gc·; 1 t to sccu:·c the lan·'. from the rcvolutio:10.,·y j1CO.­
sant oa.isc,, an:' . .-,c:i~ really to r.10.ke the lan·'. the obj;:;c·~ of o.ny Lin'.'. rcforu. Jhc:it.:•'. '.:.he 
U.3.-Murcos cliqi..:c, fi:,alJ.:,r buy 'J1e lanr'., ::.t 110'..llr'. be at an overprice an -'. the lo.n-·.lc:::::; 
tillers woul( not be able to 0 ffor~ ~hr. rc~istribution price. 

'."!itl: cr2.r,-_'. to ;ic, p.roblcmn c 2 Lm-~ rcforc'l, there in nothing nc1·1 to expcc ·~ :.'2•cr.i the 
U.J.~·-1:F~rco:J c~ict.--~ ·C.C'~~!Jhir cxcvpt the 1-rors cning :.:--f" the 91: ~'.:-.t .of the peasant ~!;..s ... c ;._ The 
Dcpartl;icnt .,f i1G1·aria~ Rcforr.s create-'. by the Co..:.c.: r·." i1t;rarian Rcfor.:ia hus l .;c:i c.ssigncc'. 
by the fa:ic . .-.·,t '.i.ctator to ·-rork out th•, ~ci:uil:.: of his ·1lan:'. rcforc1-" c'.ccrccc. T>ia :'.cps.rt­
.ncnt will g, t'1c w2.y of it:.: j1rcc'.ccc~sors, ouch :,o the ;•;o.t.ioa.11 Lan:'. Rcfonn Cm:c.cil, the 
Lr.nc'. f.uthor! ·.J en-'.. thc. lil:c:,. It •.-:ill be nothin:: more thnn a bur<::nucracic sct-•.1p ;'or pro­
tecting the l anc'.lor·: claas an'~ (!c;;rnn,'.i:ng puyuwnto for Lu,,'. cxpropri Jatc ·.: at ,:n <•\·er price 
frcr.;i u fe•-1 lm,'.lorc'.;,. The ea11mcii,:1tio,1 of the t..:Ccant .:inssco an:'. the abolitio:i OJ.' the 
llsystc.c1 of ,.1arcc1·op un<'. ~casc-tcr.a,nc~· 11 have beco:,1e more gig,antic impossibili~i'-'s nn~.cr 
the U.:, .-Manos dicta tor:;hip by virtu1.. of Procla .1.:'.t ion no. 27 setting ti,c price of lane'. 
even above :!fr.ii· ·,: ~!~ct valuc 11 • :·.~tc,t c!oca it profit a p.Jor peasant any1-my even i.f the 
Lan('. Bunk cxhrn1,.t~- i.ts f\m -'.s in buyin_:; only n feu l.:'.n:'.c1'. cvtr.tes. ;ic 1-1ill s1·.'.,'..l lla.ve to 
pay the huavy "'-~ . of , ~cdi~tribut i on. 

Frcr.i 1.965 t:J 15'71, the long Jl<.l'ioc! ,'.uring •,1!1ich the !igricul tural k.n<'. :-'.:form Cotle 
was in c;ffect 1u1til it 1-1a:i :.clabcllccl Co('.'-' of i1;:_,;r,:i.l"i'\11 Rcfor.a:i, the rcacti0n:,.!·:; ;-:ov•t 
"appropri:J.te '. 1• J~l.3 billion c\11-'. actually rclco.ccr.'. a totl'l of f3S'9.241,lilliell ·: 0 the- va­
rious 11 1':mc! re 'ort, 1! a'.;cnc-:'..c:.:, Out of ~he large: as10\mt actually rclc{:}acr! , on: y cl ;;:~asly 
f;i6.;;2 million 1;r,s ,clca:.;c:'. spccLically to the Lctn''. Bank, w'.:ich in turn Gpc,:'. 0.1:..:,r . 
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}16,002,900 to purchase )2 lanc'.e~ estates having the total size of only ,,876 hectares, 
The total 11izc of tho cxpropriatcc'. estates is equivalent to a measly portion of one Mar­
co:; hc.cientla. i~ow, we esk whether a single poor peasant, lower :iic'.c'.le cl.iss peasant or 
farm worker ever succecdcc'. duraig tho last seyen years in bccocing a full owner of a fa­
ci:by-sizc plot fro .• 1 any of these expropriate<! estates. Not a single one. ~iost of the 
2,268 tenants of these estates have gone in c'.efault of their a:nortizations as in all cases 
of Qxpropriation and rec'.istribution before 1965. It is only the rich peasants anc. upper 
cic!dle peasants who can keep up with the schccule of a.;iortizations because in the fii:st 
place., tll1..y have some a.aount of surplus lan<ls or have 1?1or<?. than enough work anioals as well 
as better far,;i implccents. 

There is nothinG in the past an~ there is also nothing in the present to show or in­
dicate that the reactionary gov't, spccia lly as it is now un ,'.cr a fascist .:'.ictatorship 
can icplc;nent a ~enuinc land reform. progrl!f,l, It is important to expose an:· condc,;;n toe past 
recorc. of the U,S.-).!arcos regime on the lan:'. proble.:i an•'. likewise the present ho11x about 
lanf reform being r.rU'lllnGc'. up by the :.fa~cos propaganda cachinery. 

Uncc r Procla::iation 1081, the pea:;ant .:.mases are prohibitec. fro:n he.ving their ow n 
:nil itant associations 0.,1~: from asserting heir deco era tic right~. 'Jnc.er con".i tions of aar­
tial rule, '~he rGactionary ar.ne.'.'. forcea have the license to co@cit all kinc'.s of barbarities 
against the peasant "1a3St;S, In areas where the pe;asant ;::asses have valiantly :,too•'. up to 
oppose lane.lore'. oppres:,ion an-'. oxploitation, the fascist troops who inflict c'.ircct physi­
cal hara are concentretcc. by the U •" .-;,,arcoa dictatorship in orc'.er to s~ppress thee and 
protect the lane.lord .class. 

The political an,: econo.:iic crisis, spal'm.cd by U.S. Ltpcrinlism an c' douicstic feuc'.alis.;i 
has been ac;gravatcc'. by the grec-sc'. anc'. barbarisc1 of t:1e fa1; :ist c.ictat :: rohip. !-iassacres, · 
.mass arrests, .:1a,;s c.vacuation, zoning, looting, kidnapping, assassination, abuse of woucn, 
blackulail anc'. extortion at checkpoints exacerbate the auf;:erings of the peas 5 nt s1asses 
who even bl'cfCJre .. ,artial law coulr\ not seek rcc!ress for their grievances. 

,\s the; resiatance of the peasant uasses rises, the U .s.-:~arcos dictatorship shifts 
public func'.s to the reactionary arocc forcea in order to increusc their numbers, equipcent 
o.ntl anti popular opcrct •_ens. As a reaul t, the reacti')nary gov I t no longer has as u1.uch f'uncs 
as before c:isposable for "lane. reforo" and can no longer pretend as ouch as before to be 
for "la ,1e. rcforo" !~y purcha sing a few excessively overpriced estates fro'j) t:1e ln.nc'.lord 
class anc'. offering these for resa.Ic to tenants at prohibitive prices. 

A lane. refor,;i progra::i oust have as a raini:nu:;i goal the re ,'.uction of lane: re:1t to at 
leaot 10% of the net crop, the co:uplctc cliu1ination ::if usury an'l th1:: c'.evelopeucnt of ':lulti­
PU1'.posc cooperation among the poor pensants, lower mi-'c'.le-pcasants an·'. far:.i workers, Its 
uuxirauo goal shoul:'. be the confi,:;cetion of the lanc'.s of the lm:'.lords an;'. their free (\is­
tribution to the poor pGasnnts, lower t:!li·:c.lc peasants, farm workers an:'. all other impove­
rishec'_ people who arc will ins to till the soil llut have no land.. The achievement of these 
goals nre interconnected with the co~prchcnsivc achievc::icnt of the people's dcaocratic 
revolution. 

REJECf .•u-.RCO, iJ!D BOGUS Cm3TITUTICA. REJECT l'u,RCOS ,\i.JD BOGU3 CO;!STITUTIO:{. REJECT llu",RCOS 

"NOT :,LL SLEPT OR PRET.FllDED TO SLEEP 
DURING THE Di,Rl( DAYS OF OUR COUNTRY" 

~**Speech of Delegate Justice Jesus Barrera on Transitory Provisions of the Constitution 

There is a rule in the law of evii!cnce that a statc,::.ient age.inst interest is :1orc 
convincinc; and. trustworthy than self-serving c'.eclarations. Pre,'.icate'.'. on the provisions 
of 3cction 2 of the craft article on l'ransitory Provisi~ns unc'.er discussi::in, to the effect 
that c'.clcgat.e s who vote in favor of its a ·'.option will auto::mtically bcco:ic ::icubcrs of the 
proposec'. J,c. Intcri::i National Asscc1bly while those who votcc! against, will be exclu".c,: 
thorefro;:.i, it would scc;:,i that applying the rule, nll argu:1ents in favow, being self-serving 
ohoulc! not be ta:ccn at their face-value, while those aGainst shoul.:'. ·:ierit full fo.ith E\lle. 
crcc!it, 

My friends, I do not ,)repose to take a:!vaz:itngc of th is rule of cvi:'.cncc. T · he 
subject at hone. is too serious anc'. transcendental to be c'.ccic\cd on .:.icre technicality. The 
li~a of the nation, its institutions, trac!itions, aopirations untl hopes, itd very future 
e.re in the balance. The Hay I look at the proposec'. article, far fror.i being transitory, it 
inotitutcs a oystc-1 which places the entire gov 1 t in one single person for a pcrio:. indefi­
nite and unccrtai:,, all rlcpcn.:!in[ upon th<: sole will anc'. exclusive dctcn1inutio,1 cf that 
pcri;on, I now recall the proposal of the Gentlc:Jan fro::i J,bra to adopt a dictatorship of 
tho Fhilippinos with the present incuubcnt President as the life c!ictator. Most of us then 
took the proposal aa a okc, but alas, 11:: now fine! that, that is exactly what is c::ibodiec! 
in the subject, c'.raft article, 

Let us an~lyzc each section of the draft. 


