
University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Public relations Box PR1

OSHA hearings, opening statement

Senator Daniel K. Akaka Papers
Public relations, Speeches, statements, and messages, Box PR1, Folder 82
https://hdl.handle.net/10524/78125

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information

https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/


OSHA HEARINGS W W
OPENING STATEMENT
NOVEMBER 14, 1978

I WOULD LIKE TO THANK THE CHAIRMAN AND MEMBERS OF THE " .

SUBCOMMITTEE ON COMPENSATION AND HEALTH AND SAFETY FOR THIS 

OPPORTUNITY TO MAKE MY REMARKS TODAY.

THE OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION HAS RECENTLY 

RECEIVED A GREAT DEAL OF CRITICISM CONCERNING ITS PROGRAMS. ALTHOUGH 

OSHA HAS MADE PROGRESS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF MRS. EULA BINGHAM, 

WE ARE ALL AWARE THAT MORE CHANGE IS NEEDED.

PERHAPS, IT IS THE NATURE OF THIS AGENCY, SINCE IT DIRECTLY 

INFLUENCES OUR LIEVES, THAT MAKES IT THE RECIPIENT OF SUCH CRITICISM. 

YET, IT IS THAT VERY INTRUSION THAT HAS MADE THE AMERICAN WORKPLACE 

SAFE. LET ME POINT TO SEVERAL IMPROVEMENTS OVER THE LAST FEW YEARS.

AT ONE TIME A COMMON COMPLAINT WAS THAT BUSINESSMEN SEEKING 

ADVICE FROM OSHA WERE OFTEN FINED AS SOON AS THE INSPECTOR ENTERED 

THE WORKPLACE. THE AGENCY HAS NOW CORRECTED THIS PROBLEM THROUGH 

ITS CONSULTATION PROGRAM FOR SMALL BUSINESSES.

FOR MANY YEARS BUSINESSMEN OBJECTED TO THE MANY SO - CALLED 

"NUISANCE STANDARDS". OSHA HAS NOW ELIMINATED SOME 70 PAGES OF 

USELESS REGULATIONS.

WE ARE ALL AWARE THAT THERE ARE DANGERS IN THE WORKPLACE THAT

THREATEN THE HEALTH OF THE WORKERS. TO EMPHASIZE SAFETY STANDARDS
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TO THE EXCLUSION OF HEALTH STANDARDS IS NOT ONLY A NUISANCE, BUT 

A DANGER.

THE QUESTIONS AND REGULATIONS AFFECTING WORKER HEALTH ARE 

COMPLEX AND REQUIRE THAT OSHA INSPECTORS RECEIVE THOROUGH TRAINING. 

CONGRESS HAS MADE EFFORTS TO PROVIDE ADDITIONAL FUNDING FOR THE 

RETRAINING OF OSHA INSPECTORS SO THAT THEY MAY DEVOTE MORE OF THEIR 

TIME TO HEALTH PROBLEMS IN THE WORKPLACE. YET, STATISTICS SHOW 

THAT NINE OUT OF EVERY TEN DEATHS IN THE AMERICAN WORKPLACE ARE 

DIRECTLY RELATED TO HEALTH PROBLEMS AND NOT SAFETY CONSIDERATIONS. 

THEREFORE, WE CAN CONSIDER THIS RETRAINING PROGRAM AS A POSITIVE 

STEP FOR OSHA.

THERE IS YET ANOTHER SIDE TO THE ISSUE. ONE OF THE PRIMARY 

CONCERNS OF SMALL BUSINESS IS THE SKYROCKETING COST IN WORKMAN'S 

COMPENSATION. FROM COMMITTEE HEARINGS HELD EARLIER THIS YEAR WE 

HAVE LEARNED THAT THIS DRASTIC INCREASE IS FORCING THE SMALL 

BUSINESSMAN TO CARRY A GREAT ECONOMIC BURDEN. THIS TREND WILL 

ULTIMATELY THREATEN THE EXISTENCE OF THE FREE ENTERPRISE SYSTEM.

A PROPERLY SUPERVISED INSPECTION BY OSHA, PROVIDING ACCURATE 

DATA, WILL SLOW DOWN THAT UNREALISTIC COST OF WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION 

THIS IS ONE OF THE GOALS OF THE OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH 

ADMIN IS 1 RATION AND ONE TO WHICH THE CONGRESS IS FIRMLY COMMITTED.

IT IS PARAMOUNT THAT OSHA AVOID BECOMING MERELY A PUNITIVE 

AGENCY. TO DO SO WOULD FORCE BUSINESSMEN INTO CONCEALING POTENTIAL
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SAFETY AND HEALTH PROBLEMS FROM THE INSPECTORS. OSHA MUST WORK 

WITH BUSINESS TOWARD A COMMON GOAL OF CREATING A SAFER WORK 

ENVIRONMENT. THIS WILL INCREASE PRODUCTIVE MANHOURS AND 

DECREASE UNNECESSARY EXPENSES.

THE APPROPRIATIONS BILL FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF LABOR AND 

HEALTH, EDUCATION AND WELFARE INCLUDED A 2 MILLION DOLLAR 

INCREASE TO ENABLE THE SECRETARY OF LABOR TO EVALUATE OSHA 

PROGRAMS IN ORDER TO SIMPLIFY OPERATIONS. ALREADY, SOME 1,100 

REGULATIONS HAVE BEEN SINGLED OUT FOR ELIMINATION. THIS TREND 

TOWARD REDUCTION OF REGULATIONS MUST CONTINUE.

IN 1977, OSHA CONDUCTED MORE THAN 1,700 INSPECTIONS IN DIRECT 

RESPONSE TO REPORTED INDUSTRIAL ACCIDENTS OR INJURIES. YET, WHILE 

THERE ARE 1,00 FEDERAL GRAIN INSPECTORS FOR 10,000 GRAIN ELEVATORS 

THERE ARE ONLY 1,500 OSHA INSPECTORSTO PROTECT MORE THAN 65 MILLION 

WORKERS IN 5 MILLION WORKPLACES. MONEY SAVED FROM NEEDLESS REGULATIONS 

COULD BE CHANNELED INTO MORE PRODUCTIVE AREAS SUCH AS INCREASING 

PERSONNEL TO MEET LEGITIMATE NEEDS.

THE OCCUPATIONAL SAFETY AND HEALTH ADMINISTRATION IS MAKING 

PROGRESS, TODAY'S HEATINGS WILL LET THE COMMITTEE KNOW WHAT FURTHER 

ACTION IS NEEDED. THIS IS AN ARM OF THE FEDERAL GOVERNMENT THAT 

CAN HELP DECREASE BUSINESS COSTS AND ULTIMATELY STRENGTHEN THE 

AMERICAN ECONOMY. I LOOK FORWARD TO HEARING THE VIEWS OF THE 

PEOPLE OF HAWAII, AND I WILL TAKE THOSE CONCERNS TO WASHINGTON 

FOR THE 96TH CONGRESS.
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