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VIDEO MESSAGE:

Healthcare Association of Hawaii 
Annual Awards and Scholarship Dinner 

Honolulu, HI 
May 13, 2011

On Receiving HAH’s Lifetime Achievement Award

Aloha mai kakou!

I send this message to you with great humility 
and gratitude for the honor of being selected for 
your Lifetime Achievement Award.

I am especially grateful and humbled for this 
honor in the face of everything that the 
Healthcare Association of Hawaii has 
accomplished, and what it represents to the 
people of Hawaii. Over the years, I have 
watched H-A-H evolve and grow to meet the 
needs of Hawaii patients.

The full spectrum of health care providers that 
now fall under your umbrella makes it easier for 
you to respond to the needs of the patient 
community and to continue improving quality
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• and contributing to health policy, advocacy and 
education in the state.

Your integrated approach is part of the vision 
that is embodied in the landmark health care 
reform law that President Obama signed last 
year. I was proud to support this bill, which is 
now the law of the land. I’m proud that we were 
able to include provisions that recognize the 
great benefits and challenges that characterize 
Hawaii’s unique health care system.

• In my view, the efforts to repeal health care 
reform are politically-motivated and ignore the 
benefits that the new law has already provided. 
In fact, my colleagues and I are already looking 
at ways of building on the new law to make 
even more improvements in access, quality, 
and cost of our health care system. This is a 
part of my continued commitment to you.

Mahalo for all of the work that you do, 
and for your service to the people of Hawaii and 
our community - these are your patients.. .their 

A families and neighbors.. .our ohana.
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