University of Hawaii at Manoa Hamilton Library

eVols Repository https://evols.library.manoa.hawaii.edu

Box SP11 Box SP11, All Folders

Chronological: INTELSAT Meeting, Maul

Senator Daniel K. Inouye Papers
Speeches, Chronological, Box SP11, Folder 83
https://hdl.handle.net/10524/72649

Items in eVols are protected by copyright, with all rights reserved, unless otherwise indicated.

UHM Library Digital Collections Disclaimer and Copyright Information



https://manoa.hawaii.edu/library/research/scholarly-communication/repositories/policies-guidelines/copyright-policy/

INTELSAT MEETING

‘ WEDNESDAY, APRIL 7, 1999

RENAISSANCE WAILEA BEACH RESORT




Good Morning. On behalf of the State of
Hawaii, | want to thank COMSAT and the
INTELSAT Signatories for selecting Maui as
the site for this important meeting. We are
honored to have delegations representing so
many countries as visitors in our state.

Ladies and gentlemen, the success of
INTELSAT has far exceeded the expectations
of President Kennedy when he signed the

Communications Satellite Act of 1962




‘ By linking developed and developing nations

together through satellite technology,
INTELSAT has been instrumental in achieving
the stated policy goal of the 1962 Satellite Act
to “contribute to world peace and
understanding.” Since its inception, there also
has been a special and important connection
between the State of Hawaii and the
INTELSAT system. Ground breaking
ceremonies were held at the Paumalu, Hawaii,
Earth Station (on the Island of Oahu) on
December 27, 1965,




attended by myself and a number of other
state officials. This was the first commercial
earth station facility to be built in the Hawaiian
Islands and was one of the first Pacific Ocean
region earth stations to be built in the
INTELSAT system. The station was
completed and ready for commercial service in

December 1966, just in time for INTELSAT's

initiation of satellite coverage in the Pacific

Ocean region.




Satellite communications offer the perfect
means of telecommunications connectivity for
island states and nations throughout the
Pacific Ocean region. They provide affordable
and reliable telephone, video and data links
that can easily span the thousands of miles of
ocean surface that separate these islands
from the continental land masses of the
Americas and Asia. For the Hawaiian Islands,
In particular, satellites are truly our
telecommunications bridge to the rest of the

world.




Satellite coverage in the Pacific Ocean
region was first made possible by INTELSAT
with the successful launch of the second
INTELSAT Il satellite in January 1967. This
satellite provided the first full-time satellite
service over the Pacific. By the end of 1967,
a second INTELSAT Il satellite had been
launched and was providing service in the
Pacific Ocean region. Indeed, through the
mid-1970s, the INTELSAT system was used
not only to link Hawaii to the rest of the world

but to the U.S. mainland as well.




The Paumalu station also served as the
very first tracking, telemetry, and command
(“TT&C”) station to operate with the INTELSAT
system. Since 1966, this facility has been
used continuously to support all INTELSAT
launches and to provide operational support
capabilities that ensure the successful ongoing
In-orbit operation of INTELSAT satellites

situated over the Pacific Ocean.




. Since its inception, INTELSAT has created

an exceptional satellite system that
revolutionized telecommunications services
around the world. It also paved the way for
the use of this technology for a variety of
applications by other providers. More than 25
countries have launched their own domestic or
regional systems. In fact, there are now over
40 satellites outside the INTELSAT system

providing service in the United States alone.




. Moreover, satellite systems are growing in size

and complexity, and with the advent of a new
generation of systems -- such as Iridium,
Globalstar, and ICO -- satellite services today
and in the future not only have the capability
of connecting places but people on the move
as well. The satellite industry is now a multi-
billion dollar business served by a multiplicity

of suppliers -- and, just think, it was all started

by INTELSAT.




We are particularly honored that you are
meeting in Hawaii, given the historic
restructuring to the INTELSAT treaty that this
body will be considering in the days ahead.
As with so many other things, your industry
has changed rapidly. It is facing ever more
competition from fiber optic cables and new
satellite systems. And as INTELSAT itself has
recognized, the governance and financial
structure of the INTELSAT treaty of three
decades ago needs to be reformed for
INTELSAT to continue to thrive in the year
2000 and beyond.




. That is why it is so encouraging to see the

Signatories considering the need to privatize,
which will put INTELSAT in a far better
position to compete nimbly and effectively in
the exploding market for international
telecommunications service. Some also note
that INTELSAT’s unique ability to provide

universal connectivity will be an advantage in

this environment.




. | do recognize that privatization is a difficult

issue for any of you here today because your

countries are concerned about not receiving
the same level of services from private
satellite carriers as some of the larger
countries. Even so, converting INTELSAT
itself to a privatized structure from an inter-
governmental organization remains an

important objective.




. In any event, | believe that the great minds in
this room today can find a way to ensure that
those countries that need service have a way
to get it -- which has always been the strength
of INTELSAT.

| want to thank you again and hope you

. enjoy the rest of your stay in Hawaii.




