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each one has seen proper to communicate to the State Department his
views in relation to tbe Government and people of these islands. AI­
tbough I suppose you are already thoroughly informed, yet I desire to
call your attention to some points upon whicb I very materially differ
from the ideas expressed by my predecessors.

Before my arrival bere I "as led to believe that this Government dis·
played a marked hostility towards the Government and citizens of tbe
United States. The State Department has probably been led into
the same error. I am perfectly satisfied that no such feeling does exist.
Many of the American residents have rendered themselves obnoxious to
the King and his cabinet by personal abuse of the ministers and unwar­
ranted interfnence in the political affairs of the Kingdom. The nat­
ural result of this bas been dislike, freely expressed, on b~th sides. As
tbe feeling is apparently of an entirely personal character, I can see no
reason why it should affectmy relations ortberelationsof my Government
withllisMajestyandhisministers. AnotberclassofAmericans, tbemis­
sionaries, have controlled the political affairs of the country since 1820.
Tbey are dissatisfied because witbin the last few years they have lost
tbeir hold upon the Government and its offices. The first class ofAmeri·
cans are generally disappointed adventurers, tbe second class are re­
ligionists, who, having once exercised supreme power in cburch and
state, feel all the bitterness of disappointment at seeing their political
power pass into otber hands, and knowing that the native population
is beginning to listen to a religion preached from other pulpits than
their own. The American missionaries have undoubtedly labored faith­
fully; but it is their own fault if, after forty years' experience as keep­
.ers of the conscience to the natives and their princes, they permit them­
selves to be driven from the field by an adroit English pril'st, whose
eburch is a mere political machine, and who possesses apparently
neither the intelligence nor tbe virtue of his more experienced and Pu­
ritanical brother missionaries.

So far as I can see, the influence of the American Government is all
that it has ever been. The influence of American individuals has been
lost through their own want of tact and harmony.

There is still another class-the plan tel'S of the country. They are
nearly all Americans, botb in nationality and in sympathy; they are
the better class of the residents of the islands, possess its substantial
wealth, contrul its resources, and annually ship 20,010,000 pounds of
sugar to the Pacific coast of the United States. Their pecuniary in­
terests, their political sympathies, their business relations, and their
personal attachments are an with the United States and its citizens.

The health of the present King is most precarious. When he dies
the race of Hawaiian kings dies with him, and I feel confident that he
will not name a successor. His Majesty is superstitious and to a great
degree under the influence of a native sorceress, who has predicted
that be will die as soon as he names a successor. He has faith in her
prophecy and acts accordingly. I mention this fact in order that you
may more properly appreciate the enlightened influences which some·
times control His Majesty's important political measures.

The fact as I state it is undoubted, and iu tbe event tbat no successor
to tbe throne is appointed the Government of the United States may
be called upon to arbitrate the future of this country. For this rea­
son I have felt it my duty to remind you of tbe condition of affairs
here and to call your attention to the value of American interests
which do now, and always must, center in these islands.
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They are the resting place, supply depot, and reshipping point of all
our American whaling fleet.

They are the sources from which the Pacific States receive all the
sugars they consume.

The greater part of the agricultural, commercial, and moneyed in­
terests of the islands are in the hands of American citizens.

All vessels bound from our Pacific coast to China pass close to these
sLores.

Geographically these islands occupy the same important relative posi­
tion towards the Pacific tbat the Bermudas do towaTds the Atlantic
coast of the United States, a position which makes them important to
tLe English, convenient to the French, and, in the event of war with
eitIler of those powers, absolutely necessary to the United States.
Destitute of both army and navy, the Hawaiian Government is without
the power to resist aggression, to compel belligerents to respect tLe
neutrality of her ports. Equally destitute of financial resources, they
are witLout the means of indemnifying those who may suffer through
their weakness.

The spirit of this whole people is heartily republican and thoroughly
American. The King, 11is half dozen Ilalf.civilized nobles, as many
cabinet ministers, and the Lord Bishop of Honolulu (Staley) constitute
the entire aristocratic element of the country, either in fact or in feeling.
And when this dynasty emIs, as end it will probably within the next
year, I am sure that if the American Government indicates the sligIltest
desire to test in these islands the last Napoleonic conception in the way
of territorial extension you will find the people here with great unani·
mity "demanding by votes, freely expressed, annexation to" tIle United
States.

I have the honor, etc.,

(private.-For tho Secretary alone.]

BAN FRANCISCO, June 7,1867.

Hon. W. H. SEWARD,
IVCtshington, D. O. :

SIR: I sail to-morrow for Honolulu and desire before leadng to ask
you to order me to report in Washington about the time the Hawaiian
treaty comes before the Senate for ratification or grant me a leave of
absence for that purpose. I will then have in my possession every fact
wliich might influence the favorable consideration of Congress; and it
it is unnecessary for me to say how deep an interest I feel in the suc­
cessful conclusion of the matter with which you intrusted me.

Should the treaty be ratified, I will feel that I have possibly accom·
plished all I can accomplish in my present position, and will probably
wish to return to my Lome in Colorado, unless you should favor tLe
absolute acquisition of the Hawaiian Islands, in which event 1 would
like to conduct the negotiations. I think tbeir sovereignty could be
purchased from the present .King, and fool sure that the people of the
United States would receive sucll a purchase with universal acclama­
tion. Will you permit me to suggest that you sound lVIr. Harri~ on tLtI
subject~
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I hope you will send me the leave of absence or orders I ha,ve al'lked
for; I kuow it seems like taxing your indulg.·ence too far to ask this fa­
vor so soon after receiving a similar one at your hands; but I certainly
have no wish to make the long winter voyage from Honolulu to New
York as a pleasure trip, and my only reason for wishing to visit the
United States this winter is that I believe it will materially advance
the interests of the public service, and I feel sure you will be perfectly
satisfied with the result should you permit me to come.

I have, etc.,

Mt. Seward to Mr. McCook.

[ConfidentiaL]

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

DEPART;\IENT OF STATE,
lVashington, July 13, 1867.

No. 33.]

Mr. MCOOOK,
Honolulu:

SIR: Your private note written on the 27th of June, on the eve of
your departure from San Francisco for Honolulu, has just been received.

You have leave to come to this place at the next meeting of Oongress,
which will probably take place in November.

You are at liberty to sound the proper anthorityon the large subject
mentioned in your note and ascertain probable conditions. You may
confidentially receive overtures and communicate tlte same to me.

1 will act upon your suggestion in that relation in regard to a party
now here.

r am, etc.,

Mr. McCook to .Jlr. Setoard.

LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Honolulu, August 5, 1867.

Xo.31.J

Hon. WILLIAM H. SEWARD,
Secretary of State, Washington, D. C.:

SIR: Since my dispatch No. 30 I have had several interviews with
His Majesty the King, iu one of which I called his attention to tho
remark made by his minister of foreign affairs relative to His Majesty
leaving his capital because of the presence of the U. S. S. Lackawanna
here (Mr. De Varigny, tlte minister of foreign affairs, was present),
and the King disavowed any such motive and informed me that he had
left this island simply to superintend the labor on some oue of his plan­
tations. The whole subject was dismissed by my calling His Majesty's
9.ttentioll to the fat;t that there had been notlting in the past acts or
present attitude of my Government toward this Kingdom which should
make the presence of an American man;of-war in these waters the
source of suspicion, and tha,t r regarded it as peculiarly unfortunate
that th'eSe suspicions should be expressed at this particular time, when
the Government of the United States was endeavoring, by the negotia-
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tion of a reciprocity treaty and by every other assurance in their power,
to show their friendship for the King and people of these islands.

On the 25th of July His Majesty again sent for me to meet him in
council. Telegrams from Washington, published in the California
papers, had reached here, disclosing the fact that a treaty of reciproc­
ity had been concluded between the two countries and made public in
the United States. His Majesty stated to me that lle would like to dis­
cuss its provisions with me, but did not deem it consistent with his
dignity, etc., to enter into any such discussion while the Lackawanna
remained llere. I will do His Majesty tlle justice to say that I do not
believe this idea was an original one, but was suggested to and forced
upon him by his ministers, tlleyhoping that the Lackawanna could not
or would not leave, and that this might prove an insuperable obstacle
to the ratification of the treaty. I requested that this determination of
his might be conveyed to me in writing, and on the same day I received
a communication from the minister of foreign affairs, a copy of which I
inclose.

The Lackawanna sailed from these waters on the 30th of July, in
compliance with orders.from the Navy Department, to take formal pos­
sessi15n of and survey Middlebrook Island, and this obstacle being re­
moved His Majesty again sent for me, approved the treaty in council,
and issued a proclamation convoking an extraordinary session of the
legislative assembly on tlle 2d of September, "for the purpose of con­
sidering sucll legislation as may be rendered necessary by the proposed
convention of reciprocity with the Government of the United States."
A copy of this proclamation is herewith transmitted.

I think that the King heartily and earnestly favorR this treaty, and
I think that some, probably the majority, of his ministers just as heart­
ily and earnestly oppose it; because they know it will prove destructive
to all other foreign influence and make American influence dominant
on these islands. I was present by invitation of His Majesty at four
of his cabinet meetings and on each occasion he seemed disposed to
act promptly and favorably, while his councilors yielded, I thought, a
reluctant and sullen assent to a measure which they alone, of all this
Ii tUe Kingdom, look llpon with disfavor. I have heard some of the
most intelligent and influential men of the islands express the opinion
that should this treaty be ratified by the United States and go into
effect, abrogation would be revolution; and after its benefits are once
felt this people ",:,jU always demand reciprocity or annexation.

I have the honor to be, sir, your very obedient servant,
EDWARD M. l\ICCOOK.

[Inclosure in No. 31.]

M,.. De Val'igny to Mr. McCook.

HONOLULU, July 25, 188-.

SIR: Pursuant to the request expressed by your excellency during your interview
of to-d~y,withHis Majesty, I have the honor to transmit to yon the desire expressed
by the Klllg.

Defore entering into the consideration of the treaty of reciprocity, His Majesty and
his Government desire your excellency to nse yonI' intluence in securing the departnre
from this Kingdom of the Lackawanna for the reasons explained to yon during the
aforesaid in terview.

Hoping for a favorable result of this request, I avail myself of this opportunity to
renew to you the assurances of the high respect and distinguished consideration with
which I I:emain,

Yonr exceJllency's very obedient humble servant,
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Mr. lIfcOook to ]Ir. Seward.

EDWARD M. MCCOOK.

No. 32.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Honolulu, August 5,1867.

SIR: I have the honor to inclose you the copy of a eommunication
ad<lressed 1)y me to Gen. Van Valkenburgh, United States minister
resident at Yedo, Japan.

The note explains itself; and as I deemed it essential to the inter­
ests of the public service that it should be written and forwarded
promptly, I hope its contents will meet with your entire approval.

I have the honor to be, etc.,

[Inclosure in Ko. 32.]

MI'. McOook to Gen. Van Valkenburgh.

UNITED STATES LEGATION,
Honolulu, August 3,1867.

DEAR SIR: An envoy of the Hawaiian Government sails for Japan
to-day for the purpose of endeavoring to negotiate a treaty with Japan
which will admit the sugars and other prodncts of that kingdom on
an equality with the products of the United States, England, etc. I
should think it would be your policy to oppose the consummation of
such a treaty by every means in your power. The Pacific States of the
United States are almost entirely dependent upon these Hawaiian
Islands for their supply of sugars, and the planters here depend on the
Pacific States just as entirely for a market. This circumstance has
been instrumental in maintaining American influence here, although
all the sympathies of the Government are probably Engli'h; and so
soon as they can find another market which will render them independ­
ent of the United States, our political and commercial inflnence on
the islands will be lost.

You have been here and understand how important in every respect
these islands are to our country; and the fact that a treaty of reciproc­
ity has just been concluded with them· shows conclusively that the
President and Secretary of State fully realize this importance, and are
anxious by securing all their trade to make American inflnence para­
mount. Should they secure this treaty with Japan, and thus find an­
other and possibly better market for their sugars, etc., it will in effect
defeat the objects of the treaty just concluded, by diverting the trade
we wish to secure into another chaunel, and enable the planters and
merchants of these islands to sell their sugars to Japan, and with the·
proceeds buy their goods, as they now do, in an English market, in­
stead of an American one, as they would naturally if their trade were'
exclusively with the United States.

At any rate I believe that after so largely subsidizing a line of steam­
ers to secure the trade of China and Japan, we ought to secure all oj it
if we can; and if the Japanese want sugars raised in this part of the'
Pacific let them buy them through the merchants of San Francisco, or
Borne of our other Pacific ports. This seems like a small affair, but I
think our new trade growing up with China and Japan should bejeal­
ously watched and fostered, and all other countries hindered if possible­
from injuriously interfering with it in any way.



HAWAlrAN ISLANDS. 143

EDWARD M. MCCOOK,
j]Jinister Resident.

I hope you will concur with me in the view I have taken of this mat­
ter, and throw every obstacle you can in tbe way of the success of
Capt. Waterman, the Hawaiian envoy, and request Gen. Stahl and
our other consuls to do the same.

1 have forwarded a copy of tbis letter to the honorable Secretary of
State, hoping that he will approve my opinions and communicate with
you at once.

I have the honor to be, etc.,

Mr. Se1carcl to 1)11'. McCook.

[Confidential.]

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
TVashington, September 12, 1867.

WILLIAM H. SEWARD.

EDWARD M. MCCOOK, Esq., etc.:
SIR: Circumstances have transpired here which induce a belief that

a strong interest, based upon a desire for annexation of the Sandwich
Islands, will be active in opposing a ratification of the reciprocity treaty.
It will be argued that the reciprocity will tend to binder and defeat an
early annexation, to which the people of the Sandwich Islands are sup­
posed to be now strongly inclined. Under these circumstances, I have,
first, to advise that you remain at Honolulu iustead of coming to the
United States, as you have before proposed.

Second. You will be governed in all your proceedings by a proper
respect and courtesy to the Government and people of the Sandwich
Islands; but it is proper that you should know, for your own informa­
tion, that a lawful and peaceful annexation of the islands to the United
States, with the consent of the people of the Sandwich Islands, is
deemed desirable by this Government; and that if the policy of annex­
ation should really conflict with the policy of reciprocity, annexation is
in every case to be preferred.

The bearer of this communication will remain for the present at
Honolulu, and will conform himself in his proceedings there to your
advice, cooperating with you confidentially; and you will exercise your
own discretion how far it may be necessary and when to instruct him
in any of the matters contained in this dispatch.

I am, etc.,

Mr. Seward to JJfr. McCook.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, October 5, 1867.

No.3u.]

Mr. MCCOOK, etc.:
SIR: I have the honor to acknowledge the receipt of your dispatch

of the 5th of August, No. 31. The President is gratified with the in­
formation that His Majesty the King of the Sandwich Islands approves­
of the reciprocity treaty, and that he took measures to call an e:xtra-
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ordinary session of the legislature for the purpose of a formal ratifica­
tion. Since the receipt of your dispatch we have received a report by
the telegraph from San Francisco that the treaty has been finally and
fully ratified by the Hawaiian Government.

I refrain altogether from treating upon the subject of the irritation
which has been manifested at Honolulu in connection with the visit
of the Lackawanna at that port. No conceivable good could result
from engaging in diplomatic debate upon that subject.

I am, etc.,

Mr. Selcard to Mr. Spalding.

[Confidential.]

WILLIilf: H. SEWARD.

DEPARTMENT OF STATE,
Washington, July 5,1868.

No. 42.]

Z. S. SPALDING, Esq.~ etc.:
SIR: Your letter of the 14th of April has been received and carefully

read. The information which you give of the excitement which is pre·
vailing in Honolulu in regard to the annexation of the Sandwich Islands
is very interesting. You suggest a system of proceeding here with
reference to that object which could not possibly, at the present time,
obtain the sanction of any department of this Government.

Without going into an explanation of the causes for the condition of
national sentiment which temporarily exists, it is enough to say that the
pnblic attention sensibly continues to be fastened upon the domestic
questions which have grown out of the late civil war. The public mind
refuses to dismiss these questions even so far as to entertain the higher
but more remote questions of national extension and aggrandizement.
The periodical Presidential and Congressional elections are approach.
ing. Each @f the political parties seems to suppose that economy and
retrenchment will be prevailing considerations in that election and the
leaders of each party tberefore seem to shrink from every suggestion
which may involve any new national enterprise, and especially any for·
eign one. How long sentiments of this sort may control the proceed·
ings of the Government is uncertain, but, in the meantime, it will be
well for you not to allow extravagant expectations of sympathy be·
tween the United States and the friends of annexation in the islands
to influence your own conduct. You will continue, however, to write
me upon the subject freely as you have hitherto done.

I am, etc.,

No. 54.) LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
At Honolulll, August 14,1868.

Hon. WILUUI IT. SEWARD,
Secretary oj State, Washington, D. 0.:

SIR: I have the honor to forward herewith a copy of a communica·
tion addressed by me to the Hawaiian minister of foreign affairs on the
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29th ultimo. At tbe same time I inclosed him a copy of the resolution
of the Congress of the United States which accompanied your circular
of January 17,1867, relative to the coolie trade.

I deemed this action called for on my part from the fact that during
my absence a cargo of Japanese coolies arrived at this port on the
British ship Scioto, and were distributed among the planters and other
parties on the islands under a system of contracts holding tbem to
lailor for the term of three years. I know nothing of the circumstances
under which these people left Japan, but supposed you are fully advised
in the premises through .MI'. Vanvalkenburg.

I have been informed that it is in contemplation to send an expedi.
tion to the South Sea Islands under the auspices of the Hawaiian Gov·
ernment, or the Hawaiian board of immigration, for the purpose of
procuring laborers (coolies) from there. Should this really have been
the design, I hope the communication I have already addressed to His
·Majesty's Government may lead them to abandon their purpose. If
any such attempt is persisted in 1 will deem it my duty to protest mo::;t
emphatically against it, unless otherwise directed by yon.

As these South Sea Islanders are without an organized government
and unable to protect themselves, any attempt to take them by force
or fraud from their own country and reduce them to a state of tempo­
rary servitude here would, it seems to me, justify such active interfer­
ence on tbe part of the Government of the United States as might be
necessary to prevent the inauguration of a traffic more odious than the
cooly trade of China.

I have the honor to be, your very obedient servanij
EDWARD .1\'1. MCCOOK.

EDWARD M. MCCOOK.

No. 41.] LEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES,
Honol1tlu, July 29, 1868.

SIR: I have tIle honor to inclose you a copy of a resolution on the
subject of the cooly trade, which has unanimously passed both Houses
of the Congress of the United States.

It is believed that in this matter the resolution referred to correctly in­
dicates the moral sentiment of the country I have the honor to repre­
sent; consequently I transmit the inclosed copy for the information
of your Government, believing that His Majesty, actuated by those
sentiments of humanity for which he has always been so eminently
distinguished, will cordially cooperate with the Government of the
United States in its endeavor to discountenance and discourage a
traffic so repulsive that it meets with the reprobation of the civilized
world.

With sentiments of the highest consideratiou and regard, I have the
bonor to be,

Your very obedient servant,

His ExceUency STEPHEN H. PHILLIPS,
H. H. M. Minister oj Foreign Affairs, etc.

F R OJ-APP TI--IO
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[From the annual message of President J obuson to the Fortieth Congreas, December
9, 1868.]

I am aware that upon the question of further extending our posses­
FioJls it is apprehended by some that our political system can not suc­
cessfully be applied to an area more extended than our continent; but
tlJc conviction is rapidly gainiug ground in the American lIlind that,
,rith the increased facilities for intercommunication between all portions
uf the earth, the principles of free government, as embraccd in our
Constitution, if faithfully maintained and carried out, would prove of
I'ufticient strength and breadth to cQmprehend withill their sphere and
illl!llence the civilized nations of the world.

The attention of the Senate and of Congress is again respectfully in­
yitcd to the treaty for the establishment of commercial reciprocity with
tLe Hawaiian Kingdom, entered into last year, and already ratified by
tLat Government. The attitude of the United States towards these
islands is not very different from that iu which they stand towards
the West IndieR. It is known and felt by the Hawaiian Government
and people that their Government and institutions are feeble and pre­
carious; that the Umted States, being so near a neighbor, would be
unwilling to see the islands pass under foreigu control. 'l'heir pros·
perity is continually disturbed by expectations and alarms of unfriendly
political proceedings, as well from the United States as from other for­
eign powers. A reciprocity treaty, while it could not materially dimin­
i"h the revenues of tIle United States, would be a guaranty of the good
will and forbearance of all nations until the people of the islands shall
of tllclJ1seh-es, at no distant day, voluntarily apply for admission into
the Uuion.

HONOLULU, April 14, 1869.

DEAR FATHER: The bark Gomet sails to-day for San Francisco,
and even though I have little to make a letter interesting, I will ven·
ture a few lines.

Our latest advices, b)7 the Idaho, seemed to convey the idea that the
reciprocity treaty was beyond hope, and the effect is beginning to be
generally felt aud seen. Men who have kept silent for mouths, guard­
ing their words and actious, have openly expressed themselves of late
as being in favor of annexation, and begun to talk of forming an or·
ganization or part)~ with that end in view.

What they want is to know that they will be backed up by the
United States and its representatives here in all proper measures
taken by them to secure a change in the political sentiment of the
islands and their annexation at the earliest possible period.

This means not necessarily a war on the part of the United States,
but a feeling that they are supported by our Government and its offi­
cials, even to the continued presence of a man-of-war, if necessary, and
intervention sllOuld this Government attempt to stop free speech and a
free press or put down an American simply because he is a.n American
and expresses himself favorably towards the United States.

Americans whose opinions are entitled to respect claim that they
have never had from the GoverumenL of the United States tha,t coun­
tenance and support that England and France have always extended
to their subjects here. They say (and I am disposed to tllink with some
justice) that while an Englishman or Frenchman, even though holding
an office under tllis Government, never forgets his country, Americans
have been brought up and become morc thoroughly Hawaiian than the
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natives themselves. I know this to be true in regard to some Ameri­
cans at present holding office under tbis GovernmelJt, £Iud from the
records of some of our ministers, as well as their subsequent careers,
I am satisfied there has been ground for complaint. No doubt the
American party has committed mistakes. They had tbe power, and
ought to have fought rather than lose it. But coming from the mission­
ary stock, it was contrary to theil' principles and feelings to resort to
blows. Besides, some of tbeir best material was drawn off by means
ofroval favor and the honors aud emoluments of office. The "do]]ar"
is as' powerful bere as in more enliglttened countries, and Americans
as apt to forget all else in the accumulation of riches.

I told you I had ]10 hope for annexation wbile there was a chance for
"reciprocity." Bvents do not change my opinion. On the contrary,
I feel that the desire for annexation is stronger to-day than it bas been
at any time since my arrival on the islands, simply because the pros­
pects for the treaty are felt to be almost hopeless, and the planters must
have relief by annexation.

I have already given you my opinion as to what the missionary or
American party would do if left to themselves-absolutely nothing.
In a short time they would be bound hand and foot £Iud powerless to
resist the machination of the English and French. They arc like raw
troops. Unless they can feel that they are supported by the "veteran
hand" of the United States they will run at the first flash of powder or
sight of blood. But shove them into the front rank and let them feel
that they are safe and they will make as much noise as anybody.

I t is time to decide upon the plan of action. If we want these islands
immediately, I bave no doubt the Lackawanna embroglio will furnish
the pretext for taking them a laEngland or France. If no other good
has been accoll1plislled by the Lackawanna, she bas served to "draw
out" tbe ministers into strong expressions against her and our Gov­
emment, and by her presCllce has kept up the fire of opposition in the
llcarts of Amel'icalJs and left it easy for our GoYcl'lIment to shape its
fnture poliey. If the United States should take possession to-morrow,
on the ground that tbis Government has faile!] to respect American in­
tm'ests and shown its inability to maintain its position as an indepcnd­
(·nt government, I think it would hardly raise a single remonstrance,
either here or abroad. The feeling of foreigners seelUS generally to be
that of astonishment to see tbe United States" put up" witb so much
from this little Kingdom.

But if the Goverllment is in no particular hurry about the acquisition
of the islands, and desires to accomplish its emls with as little display
of force or expenditure of money as possible, it might be well t() give
the annexation party a chance to see what they can do. Two years will
aecomplish the change if it can be done at all. To my mind tbere is a
!Jetter chance for an annexation partj7 right now than there bas been
since the idea of reciprocity was first started. The" Hawaiian Club,~'

of Boston, write that the treaty is undoubtedly dead, and that although
they never favored anncxation heretofore, they do so now. They also
say that the failure of the treaty is owing to the action of the ministerE
of this Government, Dr. Hutchinson and 1\1. de Varigl1y, ncws which
has raised a great deal of ill-feeling toward tbis GoVel'lllllent aud in­
creased the desire for connection with the United States. I take good
care not to contradict the opillion. 'rhe truth is that so long as there
was a chance for receiving the benefits of free trade with the United
States and escaping taxatioll lllell who had capital invested here were
generalljT opposed to annexation.
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The missionaries. I think, always opposed it, on the ground that th6
nations would suffer by the change. But just llOW all classes, except
office-holders, are down on this Government, awl reciprocity having
failed them, are ready for anything that will give them a clH1llge. But
here let me reiterate my opinion that our Government must be pre­
pared to uphold such a party with more f~"1vor and stronger aid than
IlHS ever been givell before, and be ready, in case of necessity, to as­
sume the whole work and finish it with one stroke. 'l'hat is to say, we
should show to this Government tha t Americans aml.their interest ?nus(
be respected and the United States regarded equally with the "mo::;t,
favored nations," and let our friends see tlJUt we will illdorse them in
all lawful actions and receive them under the Stars and Stripes when­
ever application is n~.ade in the proper manner.

1 still hold that little or nothing can be accomplished at the present
time by "volnntary" action on the part of the natives or foreigners, ill
the way of changing the political status of the islands or overthrowillg'
the present Governmell t. vVhat may be done in time, by educating the
people up to the issue, especially where the greater part of the capital
of the islands iR at stake, is another question. There are many goo(l
men who will eOllle out boldly for annexation and strain every nerY<l
for its success if they can be satisfied that the United States will help
them through. But they are not willing to throwaway the good they
have for tIle uncertainty of something better. The present King has
already shown, by his abrogation of the old constitution and forcing­
upon the people I'm instrumen t of his own creation, that he will stop at
nothing within his power. Foreign intCl"vention in favor of annexation
must of course come from the ITnited States. Will it come ¥ If so, the
party can be organized. .

The present attitude of this Government towards the United SLates
and the patience with which we have bome its sligllts is "a thol'll in
our sides." Englishmen ridicule us, while they secretly "chudde"
over what they consider our loss of influence. I am as willing to "stoop
to conquer" as anyone, and am willing to wait for our la ugh until we
shall have won. Bnt, with every American on these islands, I hope
our Government will eitber gh'e up all idea of ever coming' into posses­
sion of thIS country or eIRe take measures to secure it. That we have
been outgeneraled in the past is very clear. The reciprocity treaty
just as completely tied Minister McCook's hands as did the Hawaiian
minister of foreign relations bind our cOillm:ssioller, 1\11'. Gregg, by
gettinghimin his debt. The ministersof this Government never wanted
"reciprocity" or any other connection with the United States, but
they entertained the snbject to quiet the demand for annexation, in­
tending to kill it in the ellu. They have either bamboozled or bought
up our representatives before Gen. McCook, and he they allowed to
run wild on reciprocity.

If Gen. MeCook comes back here vrith definite instructioml from
Washington to inangnrate and carry out any set policy, he will un­
doubtedly fulfill his instructions. But if he returns with no other
orders but to "cultivate friendly relations," and is allowed to do that
after his own fashion, yon need not look for annexation. The American
party here is composed of men mostly from the Xew England States.
That they are generally" radical" follows as a matter of course. No
representative of the United States; lJot even Gen. McCoo~, has ever
been in communication with them enough to lead them. What Gen.
McCook'\' interest in redprocity was, I need not say; but everything
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else had to give way to that one idea, and Americans who did not favor
it were" d--d Hepublican Yankees."

My present position is far from enviable. I keep as clear of diplo­
matic questions as possible, and, of course, while the present state of
affairs remains unchanged I keep my lips closed, and while hearing all
sides give approval to llone. I have been particularly careful not to
commit myself. Whenever the future policy of our Government in
relation to these islands is decided upon, if I am kept here in any
position enabling me take part I can do so without undoing a single act.

I send you a newspaper, by this mail, giving account, as far as heard
from, of the late earthquakes and volcanic eruptions on the island of
Hawaii. All accounts agTee that the present has been the most serious
convulsion ever experienced.

His Maje~ty, accompanied by his commissioner and others, left yes·
terday on the steamer Kilauea to visit the scene. I was invited to ac­
company them, but on account of the absence of Gen. McCook, and
having several vessels in port, was obliged to decline the invitation.
It is reported that His Majesty goes to Hawaii to make an offering to
Pele (the ~oddessof volcanoes) to appease her wrath! He is certa.inly
superstitious enough to do so, and the fact that his native sorceress
bore him company would seem to confirm the story. The natives say
that some high chief is about to die, and that that is the cause of the
present volcanic convulsions. It is further said that the King fears
he is the condemned chief, and hence his visit to Hawaii to make his
offering to the enraged goddess.

The Lackawanna is still in port, Capt. lteynolds thinking the action
of this Government, in refusin~ to allow his men to have liberty on
shore at Hilo, sufficient reason for notreturning there. He kuows his
presence here is au eyesore to them, and as they and he are at swords
points he proposes to remain in their sight as long as he can. I have
been assured by oue of His Majesty's ministers that this Government
has no fault to find with the United States or any man-of-war, but
that they object to Capt. Heynolds personally. I ~ive yon this infor­
mation for what it is worth. My own opinion is that both parties are
in the wrong.

The le~islature opens on Saturday next, notwithstanding the ab­
sence of the King. The King's father will deliver the opening' speech
in native, and the chief justice, Judge Allen, will deliver the same in
English. There may be some interesting matters before the legisla­
ture during the session, but the main point will be to see how far the
present ministry can control it. There will be an effort made to sepa­
rate the two houses, which, if successful, will be one point for the op­
position.

I look for Gen. McCook on the Idaho, due May 4, and will write fully
by her return.

With much love. your affectionate son,

Notes of conversations, Saturday, September 14, 1869.

Called on Mr. DeVarigny, the minister of foreign relations, abont
9 :30 a. m., and after some conversation concerning the reciprocity
treaty, :Mr. DeV. asked me when I expected the Lackawanna to return.
I replied that I had no definite idea as to the time.
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111'. DEV. I do not wish to see the Lackalcnnna back here. I hope
when she does retum she will have on1ers to leave immediately.

MeO. For what reason ~

DEV. The commander of the Lackal('anna, Oapt. Reyllolds, is person­
ally obnoxious to tills Government.

1IeO. Why?
DEV. Because when a, resident of these islands his political senti·

ments were <lispleasing to His Majesty and his milli::;try.
MeO. \VlJat were those political sentiments'l
DEV. 1 call not tell; they were very obnoxious.
MeO. Do you wish to establish the principle that, before any Amer­

ican man-of-war can touch the,;e islands, you have the right to desig­
nate who shall command her, and what his political principles shall be ~

Mr. DEY. We have the same rigllts with regard to a man-of-war
which we would have in relation to a diplomatic agent-the principle
is precisely the same, and we have the right to refuse to receive the
one or permit the other to remai n in our ports; and if the Lctckawannn
returns to stop here, we will o1'(ler her pcremptorily to leave; we will
send her away for the reasons I have melltioned about Oapt. Heynolds,
and for other and more serious reasons-this is our right and we are
determined to exercise it.

MeO. I decline discussing this matter any further at present. Your
mind appears to be made up, and you saw proper to refer the whole
matter directly to the Secretary of State of the United States, with­
out making your communication through the legation, and Mr. Seward
will no doubt take such action as will be just and proper and I hope
satisfactol'y to you. I would suggest, however~ at this time, if your
Government really desires the ratification of the reciprocity treaty, it
would probably be highly impolitic and imprudent to order away from
your waters any man-of-war belonging to the United States, just at the
time when my Government is endeavoring by the most substantial
proof in their power to show their friendship for the Hawaiian Govern­
ment.

About 10 :30 a. m. I called on His Majesty and stated that I desired
to talk with him uuofficially. I repeated the conversation between l\Ir.
De Varigny and myself and sug'gested that, as I iutended going' to
Washington sometime <luring this fall or wiuter, it would probably be
better to take no action i·u the premises, even should the Lackawannn
remain, nntil he heard from me. On my arrival in .\Vashington I would
lay the whole matter before the Secretary of State and call his atten­
tion to the objections of the IJawaiian Government to the presence of
the Lackawanna here. His )fajesty replied that this had better be un­
derstoo<l before I left. I ealle~l his attention to the dispatch of the
Secretary of State, No. 31, containing renewed assurances of the desire
of the United States to maintain just and amicable relatiolls with the
King of the Hawaiian Islands, and also to an my past assurances that
the Lackawanna was here on a friendly mission and for no nnusual pur­
pose. I thought that after all these assurances of friemlsllip from an
the representatives of my Government he ought to be satisfied as to
their feelings. The past conduct of the United States toward the Gov­
ernment of these islands should be the best assurance that his sover­
eignty would always be respected in the future as it had been in the
past.

His Majesty spoke of newspaper articles in the press of the United
States, advocating the allnexation or acquisition of those islands. I
said that the newspapers of a country did not always represent the




