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Congress of the Tnited States
Washington, DE 20515

April 15, 2002
The Honorable Ralph Regula
Chairman, Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Education Appropriations
2358 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable David Obey

Ranking Member
Subcommittee on Labor, Health and Education Appropriations

Dear Chairman Regula and Ranking Member Obey,

As you know, the House Impact Aid Coalition was formed in 1995 to promote and improve the
Impact Aid Program. Our coalition has grown from just twelve Members of Congress in 1995,

to its current membership of 131.

Our goal for Fiscal Year 2003 is to increase funding for the Impact Aid Program to $1.315
billion, a 15 percent increase over last year’s funding level. This increase will help local school
districts, which have lost tax revenue as a result of the federal presence in their district, to serve
their communities and provide a quality education. This increase is also an important step
toward fully funding this program, which currently receives less than half of its authorized

funding.

The state of our nation has been altered dramatically in the last year and the focus of Congress
has shifted to national security and homeland defense. We believe that we must show our
commitment to our service men and women in this difficult time. As you know, Impact Aid
helps to ensure that military children receive a quality education. We believe that Congress’
commitment to Impact Aid is more important than ever now that many of our service people are
in active combat. In addition, many schools serving military communities have seen
skyrocketing costs in areas such as security, transportation costs due to closure of base entrances
and additional counseling expenses for those children who have one or both parents now
overseas. This funding is vital to more than 1,400 school districts and 1.2 million children across

the country.

We stand committed to the Impact Aid Program and are ready to work with you and your
subcommittee on this very important issue. Thank you for you thoughtful consideration of our

request.

Sincerely,
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