
28 July 1943

Dear Mr. Kent:

Your letter of July 20, addressed to the Secretary 
of War has been referred to this office for acknowledgment.

I regret it is not possible, because of military 
security reasons, to give exact answers to the questions you 
ask. However, I can give approximate and. general statements 
which I trust will serve your purpose. The answers given here- 
in are in the order in which the questions were asked.

a. There are approximately 8,000 Japanese American 
citizens in the Army at the present time. Of these 8,000 
approximately half are volunteers. On December 7, 1941, there 
were approximately 4,500 Japanese American soldiers serving
in the Army, and although some were discharged the greater 
number of them were retained in service. On January 28, 1943, 
the Secretary of War authorized the organization of a Japanese 
American combat team. The press release announcing that organi- 
zation is attached herewith for your information. In addition 
to the separate Japanese units in the Army there are about 
3,000 Japanese American soldiers in other units and scattered 
throughout the various service command units.

b. It is not possible to give the number of U. S. 
soldiers of Japanese extraction now overseas. It can be stated, 
however, that this number is much less than a thousand. It 
might be added that the majority of those serving overseas are 
in the Southwest Pacific theater.

c. There is no single reported incident of treacherous 
conduct on the part of any Japanese American soldier. As a 
whole their conduct is better than the average American unit.
In fact, as far as known to this office, the record of the 
442nd Infantry Combat Team at Camp Shelby, Mississippi, (hav- 
ing a strength of about 3,500) for three months showed only 
one court martial for serious offenses. Reports submitted to 
this office show that the military offense of “Absent without 
leave” is negligible. Also, it was stated that only one Japanese 
American soldier had been arrested in the city of Hattiesburg.



On that occasion the soldier was arrested by the civil police 
and transferred to his unit with the report that he was "drunk 
but orderly”.

d. To date the record shows that three Japanese 
American soldiers have been cited. These three were awarded 
the military decoration, Medal of Merit, for meritorious 
service in the theater of operations. Since all of these 
soldiers came from Hawaii, I am not furnished their names. 
Neither can the theater of operations in which they are serv- 
ing be stated. Commanders serving in the combat zones having 
Japanese American soldiers under their control in all instances 
report that they perform highly important missions in a very 
loyal manner. In fact, these officers report no single occas- 
ion for having the slightest concern about their loyalty and 
trustworthiness.

T'hs officers of the Army having closest contact with 
the Japanese American soldiers and those in command of the 
units to which they belong are enthusiastic in their praise 
for them. In particular, the 442nd Infantry Combat Teem has 
a very high esprit de corps, and the War Department is of the 
opinion that when its training is complete it will be able to 
acquit itself with honor on the field of battle.

I trust the information given herewith will be of 
value to you and serve your purposes.

Sincerely,

(SIGNED)
WILLIAM P. SCOBEY 

Colonel, General Staff
Executive to Ass't Secretary of War

The Reverend Arthur T. Kent 
First Methodist Church 
812 West 165th Place 
Oardena, California



July 20, 1943.

Secretary Stimson,

War Department, 

Washington D. C. 

Dear Sir,

I am concerned lest the rising tide of hysteria 

against all Japanese in America make the post-war solution 

of the problem of returning them to civilian status an 

extremely difficult one. If it is not too difficult, I 

would appreciate it if you would have some one in your 

organization give me information on the points named below 

providing they do not involve secret military information.

1. How many Nisei Japanese are now in the American Army?
If information is available as to how many volunteered 
and how many were drafted, I would appreciate it.

2. How many of them are overseas?

3. How many of them have been guilty of treacherous conduct 
against the U. S. A.?

4. How many have been cited or given awards? Names and 
addresses of these would be helpful if from southern 
California.

Yours truly,

ARTHUR T. KENT
MINISTER

FIRST  METHODIST CHURCH

 012 WEST 165th PLACE
GARDENA, CALIFORNIA 

Phone Menlo 4-1325


