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TO Assistant Secretary of War, Room 4E 886. Pentagon Building
(Servicr, division, or organisatioo)

(Branch or unit)

(Location)

Attention:__ Colonel H. A, Gerhardt
(Attention)

DESCRIPTION 
OF ATTACHED 

COMMUNICATION
War Relocation Authority Hon. Leroy Johnson___ January 31, 1945

(Originator) (Addresarc) (Date)

Files of the Japanese-American Branch

FROM
(Sutjjecl) (File No.)

Personnel Security Division, PMGO, Room 1829, Munitions Bldg,78052
(Service, division, or organization) (Location) (Telephone)

The inclosed copies of letters written by 
Congressman Leroy Johnson and the War Relocation Authority 
have been noted by this office and are returned in compliance 
with memorandum routing slip dated 2 February 1945.

For The Provost Marshal General:

ALTON C. MILLER,
Colonel, C.M.P,,

Director, Personnel Security Division.
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Memo routing slip 
w/2 incls.
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Hon. Leroy Johnson 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C.

RECEIVED

JAN 3 1 1945

FEB - 3 1945

Dear Mr. Johnson:

This will acknowledge your letter of January 13 requesting information 
as to the disposition of certain questionnaires which were filled out at the 
relocation centers.

It is thought you have in mind Selective Service System form DSS 3O4A, 
Statement of United States Citizen of Japanese Ancestry. Among other questions 
for the purpose of securing background information there is question No. 28 
which reads as follows: Will you swear unqualified allegiance to the United 
States of America and faithfully defend the United States from any or all 
attack by foreign or domestic forces, and forswear any form of allegiance or 
obedience to the Japanese emperor, or any other foreign government, power, or 
organisation?”

To correct any possible misunderstanding as to the use of the form 
(DSS-3O4A), it is pointed out that the questionnaires were not to our knowl­
edge submitted to internees, who were under the jurisdiction of the Depart­
ment of Justice, and have never been a WRA responsibility. The questionnaires 
were submitted to all male evacuee citizens 17 years of age or older. The 
basic plan was proposed by the War Department, in cooperation with Selective 
Service, and in February and March of 1943 the registration was conducted 
under the direction of Army teams at the 10 relocation centers. The purpose 
of the plan was to secure volunteers for an all-Nisei combat team. At the 
conclusion of the registration the Army teams gathered up the completed forms 
and departed. Copies of the forms were not left at the projects.

In addition to the form DSS-3O4A, we also submitted a questionnaire 
of our own (WRA-126 Rev.) to the female citizens and to the alien residents 
of both sexes, 17 years of age or older, at the relocation centers. In 
general, this questionnaire was quite similar to the form DSS-3O4A used for 
the male citizen evacuees. Question 28, as presented to the alien residents, 
however, was worded as follows: "Will you swear to abide by the laws of the 
United States and to take no action which would in any way interfere with 
the war effort of the United States?"

In view of the Mitsuye Endo case decided by the Supreme Court on 
December 18, 1944, and the raising of the exclusion order on the West Coast
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by the War Department on December 17, 1944, we have ceased to accumulate 
further information regarding individual evacuees. The Army has now assumed 
full responsibility regarding both security and loyalty matters pertaining 
to the resettlement program. We, of course, are cooperating with the War 
Department insofar as we are requested, but without any degree of responsi­
bility.

In answering the specific questions raised in your letter. It will 
be necessary to distinguish between the form DSS-304A and the form WRA-126 
Rev.  The originals of the questionnaire for the male citizens are pre­
sumably on file in the War Departaent and are under Jurisdiction of that 
agency. In view of this fact, we do not know definitely whether any of then 
have been destroyed although I am strongly inclined to doubt it or whether 
they would be available to inspection by a public official such as yourself.

Originals of the form WRA-126 Rev. (other than for those specially 
processed by the Provost Marshal General's Office) are on file in this agency 
and under our Jurisdiction. None have been destroyed although we have made 
no plans for maintaining them after WRA goes out of existence. In line with 
the practice generally followed by the intelligence agencies regarding informa­
tion of this kind, we have made the data on these questionnaires available 
only in response to requests concerning specific individual evacuees from 
the authorised investigative agencies of the Federal government.

Sincerely,

???? Director

RKThurber/ms
1/23/45
rewritten
DSMyer/ms
1/29/45

cc:Asst. Sec'y. McCloy
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 J. Leroy Johneon 
30 District California,

Committee 
Military Affairs

CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES 
House of Representatives 
Washington, D. C,

January 13, 1945
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Washington 
238 House Office Bldg,

Sacramento, Calif,
Post Office Bldg, 
Sacramento, Calif,

Mr. Dillon Myer
Director of War Relocation Authority 
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr. Myer:

Referring to question # 28 on the ques­
tionnaire submitted to certain internees in WRA 
camps, I respectfully request that you furnish 
me with the following information:

1. Where are these questionnaires?

2. Under whose jurisdiction are they?

3. Have any of them been destroyed?

4. Will they be preserved if and when the 
camps are abandoned?

5. Where will they be available for the 
inspection of public officials like 
myself?

Very truly yours,

/s/ Leroy Johnson

Leroy Johnson 
Member of Congress

LJ:MV

This is the question pertaining to swearing allegiance to 
the U.S, etc.
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