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UN Trusteeship Council Begins Annual TT Hearings 

The United Nations Trusteeship Council began 

its annual hearings late last month. Delegates 

were scheduled to begin hearing testimony from 

TT Representatives in early June. 

High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston left Sai- 

pan Saturday, May 23, on an extended trip which 

will include his appearance before the Trusteeship 

Council. Johnston heads the TT delegation of Ex- 

ecutive Officer Leo Falcam, Congress of Micro- 

nesia Senator Ambilos Ieshi and Rep. Benjamin 

Manglona, Congress Legislative Counsel Kaleb Udui, 

and N. Neiman Craley, Jr., TT Director of Public 

Affairs. 

The US in mid-May reported that further pro- 

gress has been made in Micronesia’s political, e- 

conomic and sacial fields. The Associated Press 

(AP) reported that UN Secretary-General U Thant 

has made available to members of the 15-nation 

UN Security Council the 22nd annual report of the 

TT covering the period July 1, 1968, to June 30,, 

1969. 

been distributed to the 126 UN member govern- 

ments under the provisions of the UN Charter. 

The UN Security Council was primarily involved 

with the report because the islands are consider- 

ed a strategic territory. The US report came in 

advance of the report from the UN Visiting Mis- 

sion which toured Micronesia earlier. Both the 

US report and that of the visiting mission will be 

considered by the UN Trusteeship Council. 

In the field of economics, the US report said 

that, while some areas of advancement remain be- 

hind schedule, the tourism industry is showing pro- 

gress and growth potential. It reported that the 

number of visitors to the Territory has increased 

about 45 per cent annually over the last four years. 

It also said improved air service introduced in 

1968 was followed by a new contract for logistic 

shipping, which includes. direct service from the 

Far East and US West Coast ports. The report 

further noted that the communications moderniza- 

tion program was progressing on schedule, with 

all major inhabited islands now equipped with ra- 

dios. 

The US report on Micronesia’s progress also has - 

  

THESE EBEYE PRE-SCHOOLERS are some of more than 
32,000 Micronesian youngsters who attended the 
more than 200 public and private schools at all 
levels in the Trust Territory this year. For a 
report on the school year, turn to page eight. 

In the period covered, a record was set in gov- 

ernment construction. About $23 million, plus $8 

million in emergency typhoon restoration projects, 

was expended to bring to the Territory such need- 

ed facilities as hospitals, schools, power plants, wa- 

ter and sewers, the report said. 

‘‘Improved facilities in the Marianas, devastat- 

ed by Typhoon Jean in April, 1968, were nearly 

completed by the year’s end,’’ the report said. 

Along with the School construction program, a- 

bout 800 more elementary and 350 additional’ se- 

condary students were reported attending classes. 

Some 445 Micronesians were studying abroad in 

institutes of higher education. 

The High Cominissioner is expected to return 

to Headquarters in Saipan in early July. During 

a stop in Honolulu, Mr. Johnston attended a 

Health, Education and Welfare meeting, and 

conférred’ with "Robert Law, TT Liaison Officer, 

Following the report to the Trusteeship Council, 

the High Commissioner will travel to Washington, 

D.C., where he will present testimony before war 

claims hearings.  



Typhoon Briefing Held at TT Headquarters 

A team of the US Air Force and Navy officers 

from the Fleet Weather Central and the Pa- 

cific Joint Typhoon Warning Center on Guam 

briefed a meeting of the District Administrators and 

the Hi Com’s cabinet members on Tuesday, May 

12. They compared notes on mischievous and tem- 

peramental ‘‘girls’’, all of them intruders into 

peaceful Micronesia. 

These ‘‘girls’? are the typhoons which annually 

spread terror among the inhabitants of the West- 

ern Pacific. Some of the familiar names the peo- 

ple of the Western Pacific often talk about are 

**Ida,’? ‘‘Nina,’? Jean,’? ‘*Sally,’?? *‘Karen,’® *‘Nancy,’? 

‘*Tess’? and ‘‘Olive.?’ d 

‘‘The typhoons are named after women because 

they are difficult to manage and they don’t do the 

things you want them to do,?? Navy Commander 

William C. Kaag, operations officer of the Fleet 

Weather Central, said. In 60 years, 61 major ty- 

phoons hit Guam and the Marianas Islands. The 

worst was Typhoon Karen which ripped through 

Guam with more than 200 mile-an-hour winds 

in 1962. 

Saipan and her sister islands were smashed by 

Typhoon Jean in April, 1968. The typhoon’s 190- 

mile-an-hour winds leveled the islands, causing 

some $16 million in property losses. In 1968, 12 

typhoons whirled through the TT, 10 of which af- 

fected the Marianas. The other two swept through 

the Caroline Islands. 

Education Program Moves Ahead 
High Commissioner Edward E, Johnston, address- 

ing the opening session of the District Directors 

of Education conference in Saipan, said he was ex- 

tremely pleased with the progress of education in 

the TT. He said: ‘*‘There is a new thrust in edu- 

cation in Micronesia, and we are moving forward 

in every area.’’ 

The TT Chief Executive took special note of the 

Micronesian Occupational Center (MOC) and re- 

lated programs, upgrading of teachers, the scho- 

larship program and adult education. He added 

that the TT program to build more schools with 

money-saving techniques has been enthusiastically 

accepted by the US Congress and the Dept. of In- 

terior. 

‘‘The excellent direction the TT is moving in the 

field of education and other programs is 

most praise-worthy,’? the HiCom said. The con- 

ference opened with a welcoming, address by. TT 

Director of Education R, Burl Yarberry. Includ- 

ed in the five-day conference agenda were budget 

reviews, discussions of school codes and support 

of private schools, program funding, and District 

reports. 
  

Another super typhoon, ‘‘Sally’? packing nearly 220 

mile-an-hour winds plowed through Yap and Palau 

Districts in March, 1967. Yap and Palau have been 

‘hit by 25 typhoons in 21 years. 

‘*A typhoon can strike the islands in the TT at 

any time of the year,’’ according to Lt. Col. John 

Kinney. ‘‘Our mission is to provide typhoon ver- 

ification techniques and typhoon formation alerts.’? 

Aerial reconnaissance is provided by the US Air 

Force 54th Weather Reconnaissance Squadron and the 

Navy’s VW-1 Squadron. 

A weather satellite also furnishes day and night 

typhoon data, so that it is almost impossible for 

typhoons to escape detection. ‘‘We are one-third 

more accurate in verification techniques than a de- 

cade ago,’’ Kinney added. He said a new system- 

Tropical Cyclone Formetion Alert--has been start- 

ed this year. 

‘*The Western Pacific has three times more ty- 

phoons than the Atlantic, Carribean and the Gulf 
of Mexico areas. When’ a typhoon is detected 

heading toward a populated area, aerial reconais- 

sance is sent into the eye of the typhoon four times 

a day--every six hours,’’ Kinney said. 

‘Sometimes aircraft are sent on a mission ev- 

ery three hours until the typhoon comes into our 

radar range.’? Typhoons in the Western Pacific are 

spawned in the Marshalls and Truk Districts. The 

typhoons run west and swing north usually targeting 

Yap, Palau, Guam and the Marianas, 

Communicators at Workshop 
The TT Government Communications Workshop 

was held last month at Headquarters in Saipan, 

The two-and-a-half week meeting included discus- 

sions on sessions on training program aimed 

at assisting Micrdnesian radio operators to qual- 
ify for re-classification under new standards ap- 

proved by Headquarters representatives. 

John E, Welch, Chief of Communication Divi- 

sion, led off the conference with a speech cov- 

ering ‘his division’s modernization. program, ob- 

jectives and goals. Participants at the workshop 

were Micronesian Chief Radio Operators Lesley 

L, Talley, Marshalls; Oshiro F. Masters, Ponape 

and Saburo F, Antonio, Palau. Also attending were 

Chief Communications Operator of Truk Russell 

R. Spalding and William H. Sedore, Yap Chief of 

Communications. 

Leading the training session was Earl N., Inks, 

instructor and watch supervisor at Kagman Relay 

Control Station KUP-71, He was assisted by Clyde 

A. Benge, Gregorio B, Sablan, Cecil E. Gosney 

and Roland Gella from Kagman and Podis Pedrus 

from Personnel Dept.  


