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UN Trusteeship Council Begins Annual TT Hearings

The United Nations Trusteeship Council began
its annual hearings late last month. Delegates
were scheduled to begin hearing testimony from
TT Representatives in early June,

High Commissioner Edward E. Johnston left Sai-
pan Saturday, May 23, on an extended trip which
will include his appearance before the Trusteeship
Council. Johnston heads the TT delegation of Ex-
ecutive Officer Leo Falcam, Congress of Micro-
nesia Senator Ambilos Ieshi and Rep. Benjamin
Manglona, Congress Legislative Counsel Kaleb Udui,
and N. Neiman Craley, Jr., TT Director of Public
Affairs.

The US in mid-May reported that further pro-
gress has been made in Micronesia’s political, e-
conomic and sqcial fields. The Associated Press
(AP) reported that UN Secretary-General U Thant
has made available to members of the 15-nation
UN Security Council the 22nd annual report of the

TT covering the period July 1, 1968, to June 30,

1969.

The US report on Micronesia’s progress also has
been distributed to the 126 UN member govern-
ments under the provisions of the UN Charter.
The UN Security Council was primarily involved
with the report because the islands are consider-
ed a strategic territory. The US report came in
advance of the report from the UN Visiting Mis-
sion which toured Micronesia earlier. Both the
US report and that of the visiting mission will be
considered by the UN Trusteeship Council.

In the field of economics, the US report said
that, while some areas of advancement remain be-
hind schedule, the tourism industry is showing pro-
gress and growth potential. It reported that the
number of visitors to the Territory has increased
about 45 per cent annually over the last four years.

It also said improved air service introduced in
1968 was followed by a new contract for logistic
shipping, which includes. direct service from the
Far East and US West Coast ports. The report
further noted that the communications moderniza-
tion program was progresﬁng on schedule, with
all major inhabited islands now equipped with ra-
dios.

HESE EBEYE PRE-SCHOOLERS are some of more than
32,000 Micronesian youngsters who attended the
more than 200 public and private schools at all
levels in the Trust Territory this year. For a
report on the school year, turn to page eight.

In the period covered, a record was set in gov-
ernment construction. About $23 million, plus $8
million in emergency typhoon restoration projects,
was expended to bring to the Territory such need-
ed facilities as hospitals, schools, power plants, wa-
ter and sewers, the report said.

“Improved facilities in the Marianas, devastat-
ed by Typhoon Jean in April, 1968, were nearly
completed by the year’send,’’ the report said.

Along with the School construction program, a-
bout 800 more elementary and 350 additional se-
condary students were reported attending classes.
Some 445 Micronesians were studying abroad in
institutes of higher education,

The High Comimissioner is expected to return
to Headquarters in Saipan in early July. During
a stop in Honolulu, Mr, Johnston attended a
Health, [Education and Welfare meeting, and
conferred with * Robert Law, TT Liaison Officer.

Following the report to the Trusteeship Council,
the High Commissioner will travel to Washington,
D.C., where he will present testimony before war
claims hearings.







