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BACKGROUND 

In June 1967, the Director, Office of Territories, Department of the 

Interior, made a formal request to the Geological Survey for topographic 

mapping of the main islands of Micronesia. This mapping is essential 

to the development of the Trust Territory since master planning, land 

use and urban planning, topographic and cadastral programs, all depend 

upon reliable mapping. The authority for expenditure of appropriated 

funds by the Department of the Interior in the Trust Territory of the 

Pacific Islands is provided by Public Law 85-743, approved August 23, 1968. 

Subsequent to the above request, representatives of the Topographic 

Division, Geological Survey, and the Office of Territories met to 

discuss the mapping project requirements. During the following months, 

liaison was established with the Department of Defense, Army Map Service, 

Defense Intelligence Agency, Navy Oceanographic Office, Coast and Geodetic 

Survey, and offices of the Trust Territory in Washington and the Pacific 

to coordinate geodetic control, photography acquisition, and other 

SL calteedandn Hydrographic and geodetic control surveys currently under= 

way by other agencies in Micronesia will be utilized in the mapping 

project. The Navy Photographic Squadron, VAP 61, will accomplish the 

mapping photography. 

A "Memorandum of Understanding'' between the Trust Terettery and the — 

Survey was drafted, reviewed by both agencies, and approved in August 1968. 

Some of the principal elements of this agreement are summarized as follows: 

--The Trust Territory pays for all field operations, including 

salary, travel, and transportation charges for the necessary 

field equipment, 


