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(This appears in the Congressional Record of Nov. 2, 1977)

November 2, 1977 HOV 7 3q3FH "]7
WASHINGTON, D.C.

Akaka's Floor Speech for H.R. 7928,

Authorization of Sale of Obsolete Vessels

Mr. Chairman:

The intent of this bill is very simple. It
authorizes the sale of two obsolete Navy vessels, the
AOG-1 Patapsco and AOG-9 Kishwaukee, presently located
at the Naval Inactive Ship Maritime Facility at Pearl
Harbor, Hawaii.

Mid-Pacific Sea Harvesters, a corporation organized
under the laws of the State of Hawaii, wishes to acquire
these ships for conversion and operation in the fisheries
of the United States.

Section 203 of the Federal Property and Administrative
Services Act provides that surplus vessels may be disposed
of only in accordance with the provisions of the Merchant
Marine Act, 1936, as amended. Section 510 of the Merchant:
Marine Act prohibits the commercial operation of obsolete
or other vessels acquired by the Secretary of Commerce.
Thus, it is necessary to enact this legislation authorizing
the sale.

This measure has already passed the Senate under the
sponsorship of Senator Daniel K. Inouye, my esteemed
colleague from Hawaii.

Comments and testimony have been received from the
U.S. Navy and the Department of Commerce. Neither has any
objection to the intent of this legislation.

The bill specifically states that the conversion of

these vessels into collecting and processing "mother ships"

will be done in the United States. Tt further requires that

they be documented and operated under U.S. laws, in
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conformity with all international conventions to which
we are a signatory and that even their scrapping will
be done domestically.

Mid-Pacific Sea Harvesters has already said that
they will not be using these ships in any areas under
consideration for designation as critical habitat for
endangered species. Additionally, they have also
been instructed by the Department of Commerce not to fish
within the already heavily exploited CYRA.

The vessels in question were retired in early 1970
and placed in the inactive fleet at Pearl Harbor.

In June 1974, they were inspected and found unfit for
further service. They were stricken from the Naval Vessel
Register and authorized for disposal.

In August 1974, they were referred to the Maritime
Administration for disposal pursuant to the previously

stated statutes.

For three years, no one has expressed an interest in

these vessels, except for scrap material. Only Mid-Pacific
Sea Harvesters has sought to purchase them for use as
viable, much-needed additions to the United States fishing
fleet.

The House has long espoused the position of directing
its efforts toward assisting and bolstering our Nation's
fishing industry and merchant marine fleet. Here we

have the opportunity to contribute to that effort.

(more)
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Mid-Pacific Sea Harvesters has taken the initiative
in attempting to expand operations and exploring and
developing new fisheries. They will most greatly aid
independent, small boat fishermen whose crafts have
limited range. By providing these fishermen with
processing and refrigeration facilities, bunker fuel and
provisions, a vast new field of opportunities will be
opened to America's fishing industry. 1If we are to be
true to our goals, we must support these endeévors.

We must remember that this measure will cost the
government nothing. Mid-Pacific Sea Harvesters will pay
the full appraised value of these vessels. Their
conversion, which will cost approximately $2.5 million,
will provide employment for American workers. Their
usage will be under all American laws, regulations and
agreements. The United States can only stand to gain
from the approval of this sale.

We must provide the kind of stimulation, assistance
and encouragement that will ultimately help our fishing~
industry regain a position of world prominence. I would
respectfully urge that the House pass this bill and
reaffirm our commitment to support the fishermen of

our nation.




