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REMEMBERING WILLIAM KENJI "PILA" KIKUCID 

Hallett H. Hammatt 

Dr. William Kenji "Pila" Kikuchi w~s a local boy boi:n and raised in Palo lo _Yall~y ~n 
Oahu . He attended grade school m Palolo and KaimukI, followed by uruvers1ty m 
Honolulu, Seattle, and finally the University of Arizona where he was awarded a 

Ph.D. in 1973 . 

Dr. Kikuchi was above all an inspiring teacher. He was the recipient of multiple 
awards for excellence in teaching, and he was nallled "a Living Treasure" ofKaua'i. 

He was also an accomplished scholar. Every one of his fields of interest was pursued 
by harmonizing nobility and humility with relentlessness. The pursuit of knowledge 
dominated every fold and comer of his life. Yet he was fun to be around. He never raised his 
voice, and he preferred to keep social interchange on the light side on the surface with a 
profound underlying meaning. This was also the flavor of his ever-present humor which was a 
powerful tool in his teaching. 

From my perspective, Pila contributed in untold ways to the advance of Hawaiian 
archaeology. These particular aspects are most apparent. 

It all started with fishponds. Of course, with his characteristic attraction to 
dichotomy, Pila dreamed of fishponds while in tlle Arizona desert. His ex'tensive and 
authoritative work on this subject was a vital step in the process of elevating Hawaiian 
fishponds to the status of valuable and multi-functioning living cultural monuments. His 
statewide inventory and classification has fonned the foundation for restoration and econo1nic 
revitalization of fishponds on many islands. After many years of studying, compiling, and 
being sought for consultation, he finally reached the point of saturation, never wanting to 
think of another fishpond. At that point, he discovered the gold mine of information in the 
murky deptlls at the bottom of tllese ponds that could be retrieved through sedin1ent coring. A 
whole new dinlension of investigation, focused on chronology and environmental context, 
was opened to him, and it then lead to his again groundbreaking w01k at the Malm'ulepu 
caves and sinkhole. 

Pila was an integrator of Hawaiian archaeology and culture. He was trained in the 
language and culture by the recognized kupuna autllorities of tlle generation now passed. As 
witl1 all his know ledge, it was comprehensive, but he carried it lightly . He had speaking and 
writing skill in the language, but he never announced it to otl1ers. His understanding of 
Hawaiian cultural history was profound, and it was woven tlrrough his investigation and his 
teaching. One of his most inspiring lectures involved an explanation of the way the 
personality and management sty Jes of tlle early chiefs influenced thought patterns that survive 
even today and contribute the distinctive character to each island. 
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Pila single-handedly created a community culture on the Island of Kaua'i and 
elsewhere, characterized by a broad and infonned interest in Hawai' i's past and the 
monuments that have survived. He created this culture through inspired teaching, unending 
personal contact, fieldtrips, clubs, volunteer projects, cemetery inventories, news letters, radio 
shows, journal articles, public lectures, seminars, conferences, doughnuts, coffee, and 
alliances with many talented people. What is the proof of this culture? It is evident 
everywhere on the Island ofKaua'i in the high level of awareness of archaeology and history. 

Pila was also a visionary. He knew that the next crisis in Hawaiian archaeology 
would be storage, curation, organizing, preserving, all the records and materials of more than 
50 years of continuous and intense archaeology in this State. This material, which continues 
to be generated in ever-increasing quantity, is presently stored in garages, attics, barns, 
temporary storage containers, and leaky sheds on all the islands. His last concerted effort was 
devoted to the organization, funding, and creation of a curation facility for all these invaluable 
materials. This vision may be on hold, but it is not abandoned. 

Finally, as an archaeologist, Pila understood that it is up to the living to peipetuate 
the value of the past. Pila's legacy is tl1e interest and excitement that he infused in other 
people's minds. It is in tltis spirit tl1at the present volume is dedicated to h.inl. 
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