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ADMINISTRATION OF NATIVE HAWAIIAN
HOME LANDS

FRIDAY, AUGUST 11, 1989

U.S. SENATE, SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS,
MEETING JOINTLY WiITH THE COMMITTEE ON INTERIOR
AND INSULAR AFFAIRS, HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,

Hilo, HI.

The committee met, pursuant to notice, at 10:33 a.m., at Campus
Theatre, Hilo Campus, University of Hawaii, Hilo, Hawaii, Hon.
Daniel K. Inouye (chairman of the select committee) presiding.

Present from the Select Committee on Indian Affairs: Senator
Inouye.

Present from the Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs:
Representative Blaz.

Also present: Representative Akaka.

STATEMENT OF HON. DANIEL K. INOUYE, U.S. SENATOR FROM
HAWAIIL, CHAIRMAN, SELECT COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS

The CHAIRMAN. Ladies and gentlemen and my fellow Americans,
on behalf of the Senate Select Committee on Indian Affairs and the
House Committee on Interior and Insular Affairs, I welcome you to
these hearings.

This will be the last hearing in the island chain to look into the
matter of the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act.

On June 30, 1921, Prince J. Kuhio Kalanianaole stood before the
House of Representatives and pleaded his case on a matter which
was then pending. The matter pending before the House of Repre-
sentatives was the Hawaiian Rehabilitation Act, sometimes called
the Hawaiian Homes Commission Act, of 1920. It was his last
appeal before the vote was taken, and in his impassioned appeal he
told the group that his people, Hawaiians, were dying rapidly, and
that they should be returned to the land; and, by so doing, rehabili-
tate themselves.

We are here, 68 years later, to learn from you whether the great
wish and grand hope of Prince Kuhio was carried out. Was the
intent of the law carried out? ;

Some have suggested that the law was a sham, that it was draft-
ed and passed only to benefit the very wealthy, the sugar planters
and the pineapple producers. Some have suggested that in drafting
this measure, they knew very well that the Hawaiian race would
be a thing of the past.

Whatever it is, in the presentation of the bill by Prince Kuhio,
he did speak of rehabilitation. He did speak of the land, and he
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