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150th Sugar Anniversary/Koloa Celebration 
July 27, 1985
Honorable Daniel K. Akaka

Governor Ariyoshi, Mayor Kunimura, Doc, Bobby, officers 
AND MEMBERS OF THE KOLOA COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION AND HONORED 

FRIENDS:

My HEARTIEST ALOHA AND BEST WISHES GO OUT TO EVERYONE ON 

THE OCCASION OF THE SESQUICENTENNIAL OF THE SUGAR INDUSTRY 

in Hawaii. It is truly a pleasure for me to be here this 
AFTERNOON TO PARTICIPATE IN THIS CELEBRATION. It IS ALSO 

INDEED NOTEWORTHY THAT WE ARE GATHERED IN COMMEMORATION OF 

THIS MILESTONE. ONE HUNDRED AND FIFTY YEARS AGO, SUGAR WAS 

FIRST CULTIVATED BY LADD $ COMPANY ON 50 ACRES OF LAND, WITH 

A TWO-YEAR YIELD VALUED AT $290. As WE STAND HERE TODAY, 

HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS OF ACRES, MILLIONS OF TONS OF RAW 

PRODUCT, $425 MILLION IN REVENUES AND 26,000 DIRECTLY AND 

INDIRECTLY RELATED JOBS HAVE STEMMED FROM THAT MODEST BUT 

AMBITIOUS BEGINNING.

The OBSERVATION OF A MOMENTOUS EVENT IS ALWAYS CAUSE FOR 

REFLECTION. THIS REMEMBRANCE, HOWEVER, SIGNIFIES EVEN MORE. 

It is a reaffirmation of the vitality and longevity of the 
SUGAR INDUSTRY IN HAWAII. It IS A REDEDICATION ON THE PART 

OF LABOR, MANAGEMENT AND THE COMMUNITY~AT-LARGE TO WORK 

TOGETHER IN PROVIDING THE COMBINED WILLINGNESS AND INGENUITY 

NEEDED TO MEET THE CHALLENGE OF A CHANGING WORLD MARKET.



All of us here appreciate and recognize the signal 
CONTRIBUTIONS MADE BY SUGAR TO OUR STATE, CERTAINLY, NO 

INDIVIDUAL ECONOMIC BASE HAS SUSTAINED US SO WELL FOR SO LONG, 

Its development and maturity have forever left their mark on 
THE HISTORY OF HAWAII, No OTHER SECTOR HAS DRAWN SO 

MEANINGFULLY ON THE EFFORTS AND TALENTS OF THE ENTIRE 

SPECTRUM OF HAWAIIAN SOCIETY NOR CREATED SO SPECIAL A 

KINSHIP AND SENSE OF MULTI"CULTURAL COMMUNITY. FROM THE 

Federal perspective, no one will continue to exert a 
GREATER ATTEMPT THAN ME TO PRESERVE THE ONE ASPECT OF OUR 

LOCAL ECONOMY THAT IS AS MUCH A WAY OF LIFE AS IT IS A 

SOURCE OF BUSINESS.

AS MOST OF YOU ARE WELL-AWARE, THERE HAS ALWAYS BEEN A 

Federal presence with respect to the domestic sugar industry. 
It beoan in 1739, when a tariff was imposed to help raise 
revenues. It gradually evolved to its present state, where, 
AT NO COST TO THE AMERICAN TAXPAYER, WE WORK TO PROTECT OUR 

OWN PEOPLE FROM THE INTRUSION OF GOVERNMENT-SUBSIDIZED 

FOREIGN PRODUCTS. STILL, AS STRANGE AS IT MAY SEEM, THERE 

ARE THOSE WHO WOULD BE PLEASED TO SEE SUCH POLICIES EXPIRE 

this fall. Well, I, for one, say "NO! "



I AM NOT SO POLITICALLY SELF-INGRATIATING AS TO GIVE YOU 

ANY GUARANTEES. NONETHELESS/ I WILL SAY THAT I AM OPTIMISTIC 

THAT A FOUR-YEAR REAUTHORIZATION OF THE NONRECOURSE LOAN 

PROGRAM WILL ULTIMATELY BE SIGNED INTO LAW. I CANNOT 

SUFFICIENTLY DESCRIBE THE TREMENDOUS SUPPORT I HAVE 

received from Governor Ariyoshi, the County Mayors and other 
ELECTED OFFICIALS THROUGHOUT THE STATE, AND FROM PEOPLE LIKE 

Bobby Hughes, Doc Buyers, Eiler Ravnholt, Tommy Trask, 
Al Castillo, Mike Lewis and many, many others. With such 
BROAD-BASED BACKING, I CANNOT HELP BUT BELIEVE WE WILL 

SUCCEED.

With that upbeat note for the future, I would like to 
CLOSE BY EXPRESSING MY SINCEREST MAHALO TO ALL OF YOU FOR 

INVITINGMILLIE AND ME HERE TODAY. My SPECIAL THANKS TO 

the Koloa Community Association and the HSPA for sponsoring 
THIS WONDERFUL PROGRAM. It GIVES ME GREAT JOY TO BE BACK 

in Hawaii to share this time with you.
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