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The unofficial results of the Constitutional Referendum
in Palau show that as of Monday morning (July 17) 2,841
people had voted ‘‘no” and 2,407 had voted ‘‘yes’ with
94 spoiled ballots not counted.

Counting of ballots in Palau will be resumed on July 22
when the 707 votes from Saipan, Guam, and Honolulu
plus an estimated 300 more from the other districts and
regular absentee ballots from other places, especially the
mainland United States, will be tabulated. Thus this 54 to
46 per cent ratio could still go either way.

In Ponape District, the unoffical results as of Tuesday
morning (July 18) show that 5,821 people had voted
"yes"" and 1,973 had voted ““no”. Absentee ballots remain
to be counted beginning on July 22.

Truk referendum officials say that counting of ballots
in that district may commence on July19 and may be
completed by the 22nd of this month. Ballot boxes from
the Truk outer islands may reach the district center
sometime before July 19 for counting.

The latest word from Yap and the Marshalls districts
indicate that counting of ballots in those two districts will
start by Thursday (July 20) and will take about two to
three days, T.T. referendum officials say.

In Kosrae District, the unofficial result from that
district shows 1003 voted “‘yes’ and 650 voted ‘“‘no”’. The
absentee ballots still remain to be counted.

In the Micronesian News Service Referendum Day
survey of the various polling places throughout the Trust
Territory, reports were received from Majuro, Kolonia,
Moen, Koror and Saipan by early afternoon of July 12.

All districts reported a very heavy turnout of voters in
clear weather and ideal conditions. No serious conflicts,
challenges, or other incidents have so far been reported to
Saipan.

From the Marshalls, 90 per cent of the registered voters
were expected to turn out at the polls. A lid was put on
campaigning as of midnight July 11 and the city of
Majuro was calm with long lines of patient voters waiting
their turn at the ballot box.

In Kolonia, Ponape, three polling places were set up,
one at the administration headquarters, one in the
Kapingamarangi Village, and one at the Community
College of Micronesia. The CCM position was for those
residents of Ponape from other districts who wanted to
vote absentee and as of the latest information, the
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High Commissioner Winkel (sitting at his desk at Headquarters on
Saipan) on June 28 appointed Lazarus Salii of Palau as Acting
Administrator of the Development Services Department. Also on
that day, the HiCom offieially signed personal letters appointing
N. Neiman Craley, Jr., and Resio Moses as Administrators of the
Administrative and Community Services Departments respectively,
the two had earlier been approved by the Congress of Micronesia.
Witnessing the occasion were (l-r) T.T. Program and Budget
Officer Thomas Crossan, Jr., Mack Redford of the T.T. Attorney
General’s office, HiCom’s Special Consultant Dwight Heine,
Moses, Winkel, Deputy High Commissioner Juan A. Sablan,
Craley, Salii, and Director of the Bureau of Personnel Podis
Pedrus. Story on page 2.

majority of those voting were students and faculty
members of the College itself.

In Truk, the turnout was reported as much heavier
than previous Congress of Micronesia elections. Only one
incident was reported, that ‘was from Uman, one of the
lagoon islands. According to administration officials, three
men were arrested Wednesday morning (July 12) for
refusing to leave the voting place when they were
instructed to do so by the voting officials. No other
details were available.

At Trust Territory Headquarters on Saipan, voting was
heavy early in the morning and tapered off later in the
day. Trust Territory citizens working for the government
cast their absentee ballots in front of the Bureau of

(continued on page 2) .







