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The unofficial results of the Constitutional Referendum 

in Palau show that as of Monday morning (July 17) 2,841 

people had voted ‘‘no” and 2,407 had voted ‘‘yes’”’ with 
94 spoiled ballots not counted. 

Counting of ballots in Palau will be resumed on July 22 

when the 707 votes from Saipan, Guam, and Honolulu 

plus an estimated 300 more from the other districts and 

regular absentee ballots from other places, especially the 

mainland United States, will be tabulated. Thus this 54 to 

46 per cent ratio could still go either way. 

In Ponape District, the unoffical results as of Tuesday 

morning (July 18) show that 5,821 people had voted 

“ves” and 1,973 had voted “‘no’”’. Absentee ballots remain 

to be counted beginning on July 22. 

Truk referendum officials say that counting of ballots 

in that district may commence on July19 and may be 

completed by the 22nd of this month. Ballot boxes from 

the Truk outer islands may reach the district center 

sometime before July 19 for counting. 

The latest word from Yap and the Marshalls districts 

indicate that counting of ballots in those two districts will 

start by Thursday (July 20) and will take about two to 

three days, T.T. referendum officials say. 

In Kosrae District, the unofficial result from that 

district shows 1003 voted ‘‘yes”’ and 650 voted ‘‘no’’. The 

absentee ballots still remain to be counted. 

In the Micronesian News Service Referendum Day 

survey of the various polling places throughout the Trust 

Territory, reports were received from Majuro, Kolonia, 

Moen, Koror and Saipan by early afternoon of July 12. 

All districts reported a very heavy turnout of voters in 

clear weather and ideal conditions. No serious conflicts, 

challenges, or other incidents have so far been reported to 

Saipan. 

From the Marshalls, 90 per cent of the registered voters 

were expected to turn out at the polls. A lid was put on 

campaigning as of midnight July 11 and the city of 
Majuro was calm with long lines of patient voters waiting 

their turn at the ballot box. 

In Kolonia, Ponape, three polling places were set up, 

one at the administration headquarters, one in the 

Kapingamarangi Village, and one at the Community 

College of Micronesia. The CCM position was for those 
residents of Ponape from other districts who wanted to 

vote absentee and as of the latest information, the 
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High Commissioner Winkel (sitting at his desk at Headquarters on 

Saipan) on June 28 appointed Lazarus Salii of Palau as Acting 

Administrator of the Development Services Department. Also on 

that day, the HiCom offieially signed personal letters appointing 

N. Neiman Craley, Jr., and Resio Moses as Administrators of the 

Administrative and Community Services Departments respectively; 

the two had earlier been approved by the Congress of Micronesia. 

Witnessing the occasion were (I-r) T.T. Program and Budget 

Officer Thomas Crossan, Jr., Mack Redford of the T.T. Attorney 

General’s office, HiCom’s Special Consultant Dwight Heine, 

Moses, Winkel, Deputy High Commissioner Juan A. Sablan, 

Craley, Salii, and Director of the Bureau of Personnel Podis 

Pedrus. Story on page 2. 

majority of those voting were students and faculty 

members of the College itself. 

In Truk, the turnout was reported as much heavier 

than previous Congress of Micronesia elections. Only one 

incident was reported, that was from Uman, one of the 

lagoon islands. According to administration officials, three 

men were arrested Wednesday morning (July 12) for 

refusing to leave the voting place when they were 

instructed to do so by the voting officials. No other 

details were available. 

At Trust Territory Headquarters on Saipan, voting was 

heavy early in the morning and tapered off later in the 

day. Trust Territory citizens working for the government 

cast their absentee ballots in front of the Bureau of 
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More On Referendum 
(continued from page 1) 

Education headquarters on Capital Hill. By 2:00 P.M. 

nearly 250 voters had cast their ballots. 

On Thursday (July 13), the ballots were sorted by 
districts and sent to the district referendum 

commissioners for counting with the rest of the absentee 

ballots. Similar voting procedures took place on Guam 
and in Honolulu and each district center designated a 

polling place for people from other districts. 

On Saipan, the voting was a bit more complicated than . 

in other places because many T.T. citizens from other 

districts living on Saipan for many years have registered to 

vote in the Northern Marianas. These individuals were not 

permitted to vote in the Constitutional Referendum. 

A high turnout was reported from Palau where 90-95 
percent of the voting population was estimated at the 

polls. Some challenges to the qualifications of voters took 

place but it was reported that most of them were 

dismissed. Members of both parties spent the day shuttling - 

voters to and from their voting places during the day and 

the representatives of the U.N. observation team included 

Babelthuap and Koror on their voting day observations. 

No report was available from Kosrae and Yap reported 

only that the turnout was very heavy on July 12. Three 

districts, Yap, Palau and the Marshalls, reported that there 

could be a shortage of ballots at some polling places before 

the referendum closed at 7:00 p.m., July 12. 

(Note: More on the Constitutional Referendum will 

appear in the next issues of Highlights.) 

Rosenblatt’s Deputy Named 

A career Foreign Service Officer, Richard L. Williams, 

has been appointed as Deputy to Ambassador Peter R. 

Rosenblatt, the President’s Personal Representative for 

the Micronesian Status Negotiations. 

Williams, 48, entered the Foreign Service in 1956. Most 

of his career has been involved in Asian and Pacific 

Affairs. He has served in Hong Kong and Taiwan. 

Williams succeeds Donald M. Anderson, who has been 

reassigned to the Department of State as Deputy Director 

for People’s Republic of China and Mongolian Affairs. 

Williams is a graduate of Chicago and Harvard Universities 

and served for two years in the United States Army prior 

to entering the Foreign service. He is married and has a 

son and a daughter. 

Williams will attend the next round of status 

negotiations and expects, thereafter, to visit several 

districts of the Trust Territory. 

  

    

Winkel Nominates Salii 

High Commissioner Adrian P. Winkel recently 

appointed Lazarus E. Salii to be Acting Administrator of 

the Department of Development Services. 

Salii is the Director of the Office of Planning and 

Statistics. His nomination still has to be approved by the 

Congress of Micronesia Joint Committee on 
Administrative Appointments. 

With the designation of Salii to head the third of the 
three ‘‘super’’ departments created by the reorganization 

act signed into law on May 1 this year, and the previous 

appointments of Juan A. Sablan as Deputy High 

Commissioner, N. Neiman Craley, Jr., as the 

Administrator of the Department of Administrative 

Services and Resio Moses as the Administrator for the 

Department of Social Services, the top four positions of 

the Executive Branch have all been filled. 

Winkel expressed his personal gratification at having 

the opportunity to appoint such highly qualified 

individuals. 

“I'm gratified that it was possible to find four men of 

this quality to hold these positions,” Winkel said during 

the brief ceremony at his office on June 28. “I think they 

epitomize and reflect totally what | had in mind when | 

said last summer that my desire (was) to find intelligent 
persons. That was my objective. 

“I’ve worked with previous groups of people that have 

been groups of high quality,’’ he continued. ‘‘But there 
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has not been any group of higher quality than these four 

men.” 

Salii, if confirmed by the Congress of Micronesia, will 

have under him the Bureaus of Public Works, 

Transportation and Communications and _ Natural 

Resources. Upon receiving his designation letter, Salii told 

Winkel he will do his best to carry out the functions of his 

job. 

In his letter to Salii, Winkel stated: ‘| am pleased to 

note my satisfaction of your commendable performance 

in your former work with the Congress of Micronesia as 

its chief negotiator for the future political status of the 

Trust Territory and in your present position with the 
Executive Branch as the Director of the Planning and 

Statistics.” 

Winkel noted the Congress of Micronesia Joint 

Committee on Administrative Appointments letter which 

highly praised Salii’s abilities when he was nominated to 

his most recent position. 

“Your designation brings a resourceful addition to the 

Trust Territory Government during this important 

transitional period in the history of the Trust Territory 

Government,” Winkel pointed out. 

Winkel also signed personal letters officially appointing 

Craley and Moses to the positions which have earlier been 

made and confirmed by the Congress of Micronesia. 

In another development, Winkel also annouced the 

nomination of Bermin F. Weilbacher who is presently the 

Acting District Administrator for Ponape, to be Acting 

Governor for that district. 

Strik Yoma, who is temporarily assigned as Special 

Advisor to Weilbacher, was nominated by the High 
Commissioner to be the Acting Lieutenant Governor for 
Ponape. Both nominations were made to the Legislature 

which will hold hearings on the nominees under the 

provisions of the Ponape Charter. The Ponape Legislature 

has yet to set hearing dates on the two.  


