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·11 SALVA G HJ G 11 ·AND HO lJ I T I S COVERED UP __ ____,______ -------· . ----..,~~ 
On October 21.(, 19.77, a' report LJas received from Davao con­

cerning Rosendo Gumela who had roportedly been taken in an en­
c Ou n t er th 8 l a~st""t.1 e e1<~· () f s e p t em b er 19 7 7 i n Mag pi t , Ki d a paw 3 n ' 
Cotobatci and who was detained at the PC Stockade in 'Da vao (Cf. 
U_pd~~, 0ctobor 25, 1977). On October 8th; RosErndo was taken 
Ranocuffed from the stbckade at 11= □□ P.M. and brought to the 
Buhangin area and E, hot, - that nigri1b ·~ his body was seen at 
tho PC stockade . Later, the body was found at the Funeria Villa, 

Rosendo's brother Josn executed an affidavit dated 21 October 
1977 and stating that in i1the· week of October 16, we -received a 
telegra.in from 0ava·o City informing us that my brother' has boen 
shot. '1 • · ::Io se · further stated in his affidavit that :i according ,to 
the 6atetaker at the funer~l parlor, the body was brought by the 
PC at aro,und 1 ~0 0 h .M. of· □ ctober 9, 1977. n 

Rosendo was given a Christian burial by his family on October 
21, 1977. The dBath certificate signed by Jaso G. Ladrio, Jr,, 
r-1;0,, givc::;s the cause of daath as 0 shock secondary to multiple 
gunshot wounds, i; 

P.lso · in F"unoria Villa 1Jhon Ro~endo I s body 1.ms recovered, was 
the body of Franci_£S.9 . del__tlorite from Catigan 1 Toril who had also 
allegedly boonns'alvag~by---rfie military. 

. The .. Da_~Jy __ _EXQr e ss ( November 24,, 197 7) ca rr i o d a story under 
the heaaTincTtiJPA cor~r~ANOERS,B 0ISSIDO!TS ,KILL.ED and stat.ing . 
that tt.,10 r a nking comman_ders of the NPA had bzJGn killed in separate 
enountsr s th e previous week and that 111 Ka Pepo' uas killed to­
gGther with thr.oe of his henchmen Francisco del Mont □, Rosendo 
.9.l!._mela ancl an uni cle nti fied companion cIT,ring "fn?c · mili E'ary operations 
in the £ctabato-0avao City-Bukidnon frianQl e at th e foot of Mt~. · 
Ap o 11 (und e r sco ring suppl i ed). . · · 

. . . 
A ~uestion arises as to how Rosendo and Francisbo could 

have been killed j_ n mid-"'.November in an 1·en.counter. n 1.ihen they 
had al re ady been buried in ·0ctobor. I t will be r e called that 
11 Bo ng 1; Sison 2 nd somo companions uere also kille r! in an noncounteril 

· . last August 1 4 th 1 1977~ ' t~o weeks after thoy had been ar ro sted in 
the M,.ci kati .Area. 

What is ala rming in these· inciidentri is that the death · 
penalty' can be given and executed :: unofficially '1 apart from 
the no tmal leg a l processes in~ cou~try in-which both civil 
and mi litary court s aro functioning. · 
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' lo~al r, ~wspap_e:q, ,rE!por.ted .the .kirrest, .. of _2,YlV_ia ~it].es y Or~.silino 
alc:in~ wi tM Jdsei. M'a. S.i,,s~n ,,.a nd □--t~er. 81 last ·_November - 10th, 1977 · , , 
(Cf· • .fu:l)Jetin Toda1,, and Times _]our rial, NoveR;ber 20, 197_7). Syl\i'ia, 
along with Ra mon Isberto and his wife Ester C8 niza wer& reportealy 
taken to the bartolina section. o~ Bicutan Rehabilitation Center on o.r a bout Novernber !3th. ( A bartoiina is a small, dark, room 
wi.thout adequate a ir or facili t'Iesl':--i"ti'e three were kept in the 
bartolina section .without proper notification of their families 
as to their wherapouts. Finally at Christmas-time, Ra_mon __ an_d his 
wife were allowed to be visited for the first time since their 
arrest. 

It was r epo~te d, howev~r, t~a~ Sylvia SalBS was taken from the 
bartolina on -or abo_ut December 23, . 1977 and her L,1hereabouts are 
ur;,kf) QW n. _ He_;r,17f..a,m_t .1 \ Y: ;-~,t ~-_1/ Jc h:a,~ n_9,t b,e,e_r: r__ d,_u ly noti fie~ ?f her 
aPPest •and· -whereao:outs,, :.n0"r .have they ' been able to . visit her. 

--: :,i: .. ' .J ' . - · , 

.,'-,i. r ·It .rs notl u•n!comrnon ·1f0:fi de,t :air.ee1s ,,to- be,,-taken to •1ssfehouses.li 
· where they und ergo severe maltreatment and ar e s ometime s eliminated 

by mi:.li t-ary · int~lli_g~lrlCtp r pe;r_:.q □ Q/J.G t. _ -H:ie military authori ~ies 
·. alwa y s ,deny tha t t.h £fs.e ::: p,ersor,,s , are .t :1 ~heir cu s to?y, . but in_ at least 

one ca se e;ight _mont,hs, o( d_enial. py mi-litary lJas finally belied by 
t .he s:ur.fra,c .in g of,' ~a' .d,e ;t.a.in.ee in: an official detention center. He 
h_ad p □ ,en ;i. n m.i,lit a ry custody a ll alor1-~:t• _ 

In the case of 2.11-.Y i a Sa__l.92, , the mili t i ry has publicaly admitted 
:to having ·t a ken h~r into. their cust od y and therefor e they cannot 
so easily deny it; nor can th e y de ny a nythin g that might happen- to 
her while she is in the~r cu s tody. If Sylvia i s not surfac~d ;in 
a regul a r dete ntion center more than two mo nth s aft~r her arrest, 
it can onl y be s uppose d th a t she is being/ha s baen subjected to 
severe maltreatment a.s in. th.e casss o f so many other !::, . 

8_,Et i_o n __ ,C,al l_e cL f 9r. ~ 

lJrito/Cable Pr e s . Fe rdinand E. Marcos, r1alacanang Pa lace, Manila 
Sec . Juan Po nc e Enrile, Dept . 6f Nat' l Defe n s e, 

Camp Aguin ~ld o , Quozon City 

requesti ,ngt t ,h,at th_c l,l_ho:r ~ab..□ ~ts of .sJJ:vi a Sa l os be made known . . 
imm e di a~'e ly a __ n d that she. _be _a llo,wed vi s

1
it s by her family. -

FIRST DEATH ANNIVERSARt 
• . . l ()"· I . 

One year ago January 23 r.d 9 ·Puri ,P(;d r o_, 1.Jho had boo.n arrec, ted in 
Bataar1 five days · b a rli e r, _ LJa 's _Vi::!,it ,s d_ in·h c r hospit ,._"l ro om by 
military' intel'lig 'crn ,c e men he_a c::l'ocJ _b./ Co,l ~ r1igUEJl Aur e of CSU, Camp 
Crame. Pu;:-i 1 s si _s .. t r, · T e rm e ri, was forced to l oa v e the room at gun-
po in t . Llh e n the CSU interr og a tor s l e f t , Pu ri was found dead. 
( Cf . th e full story in P~itica~tainees _in~~h~J~iljp~ 
(B ook Twc), Mnrch 1977). In a n int e rvi e w with BBC television last 
Febru c: ry· 1 9 7 7, Sec . J u a n Po nc o End.lo: promi sed publica lly th a t the 
c as s would b 8 investig ~ted, One y ea r l ate r - n o public invostigation. 




