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Congresg of the Anited States

WWaghington, BE 20515
June 17, 1999

William Jefferson Clinton

President of the United States of America
The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. NW
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr Presideni

We are writing to make you aware of our grave concerns about the impact of the current Medicare cuts
as you continue to craft a blueprint for responsible Medicare reform. We welcome your leadership and
hope to work closely with you throughout the debate. We share a common goal of extending the

solvency of Medicare beyond 2015. However, we strongly object to making further cuts or reductions in
the Medicare program.

The Balanced Budget Act of 1997 (BBA) made substantial cuts to the Medicare program. While we
understand and support the need to address cost savings and issues of fraud and abuse, in some cases we
believe the cuts have exceeded their congressionally intended result. Some of these cuts have already led
to worst case scenarios where Medicare beneficiaries are being denied access to care.

For example, home health patients around the nation are left without care as home care agencies shut ~
their doors due to reduced reimbursements. Hospitals are already struggling with the difficult decision to
cut critical services due to reduced Medicare payments and are anticipating a need to reduce services -

further when the Outpatient Prospective Payment System and other scheduled cuts are in place. Nursing
homes are working to continue to provide adequate care as Medicare cuts are enacted. The bottom line is
that the cuts established by the BBA have gone deeper than Congress ever anticipated. Budget savings

resulting from the cuts have already far surpassed Congressional Budget Office estimates and
congressional expectations.

Many of us supported the BBA; none of us intended to deny patients care. As you examine proposals to
reform Medicare, it is our hope that you will not make further cuts and that you will consider restoring
several key benefits that were essentially delivered fatal blows by the BBA.

We are strongly supportive of your efforts to strengthen Social Security and Medicare before using the
surplus for other purposes. In addition, we urge you not to make any further cuts to Medicare. We stand
ready to work with you and appreciate your leadership on this critical issue. It is important that the
negative consequences of the cuts made under the BBA are addressed as part of that process.

Sincerely,

PRINTED ON RECYCLED PAPER
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Signers on the 6/17/99 letter to President Clinton

Debbie Stabenow
Robert Weygand
David Phelps

Max Sandlin

Nick Rahall
Carlos Romero-Barceio
Donna Christian-Christensen
Michael Capuane
Carolyn Maloney
Nancy Pelosi
Harold Ford, Jr.
James Traficant, Jr.
Edolphus Towns
Bobby Rush

Neil Abercrombie
Sam Farr

Richard Neal
Merril Cook

Jose’ Serrano

Ken Bentsen

Ed Pastor

Nita Lowey
‘Michael McNulty
Jim Turner

James McGovern
John Conyers, Jr.
Lois Capps

ke Skelton
Carolyn Kilpatrick
Joseph Crowley
Barney Frank
Lloyd Doggett
Martin Meehan
Lynn Woolsey
Barbara Lee

Bob Clement
Anthony David Weiner
Ted Strickland
Matthew Martinez
Jerry Costello
Charles Gonzalez
Ralph Hall
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Elijah Cummings
John Tanner
Danny Davis
Peter Defazio
John Larson
Martin Frost

Earl Hilliard
Mark Udall
Donald Payne
Frank Mascara
Eni F.H. Faleomavaega
Solomon Ortiz
Dennis Kucinich
Tom Allen

Bart Stupak

Dale Kildee
Janice Schakowsky
Shelly Berkley
Diana DeGette
Lloyd Doggett
Alcee Hastings
Ron Klink

Jim Barcia

Anna Eshoo
David Bonior
Ruben Hinojosa
Grace Flores Napolitano
Nick Lampson
Jay Inslee
Gregory Meeks
Loretta Sanchez
Norman Dicks
Thomas Sawyer
Michael McNulty
James Maloney
Peter Deutsch
Maurice Hinchey
William Pascrell
Ellen Tauscher
David Price
Frank Pallone




