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COMMUNITY

Faisao to discuss
nuclear shipments

the trans-Pacific shipments of plu-
tonium and uranium from Europe
toJapan, the station said in apress
release.

Focus will be the potential haz-
ards that the CNMiI faces if one of
those ships were to experience an
accident in the area.

The highly secretive shipments
of nuclear fuel routinely travel
close toisland nations throughout
the Pacific.

Weapons grade plutonium in
sealed containers make their way
to Japanese nuclear power reac-
REPRESENTATIVE Melvin O. tors with no military escort, or
Faisao will be the in-studio guest ~ advanced warning to the island
of Hot 98 FM tomorrow, at 8 a.m. nations that they are traveling
to discuss the important issue of  close to.

Melvin O. Faisao

TV newswoman Cathy Anderson, shown carrying her son, surveys interesting things to buy at the Garapan

Street Market's opening night last Thursday.

Photo by Marian A. Maraya

GCA students enjoy Psalty’s Christ

‘Away in a Manger,’ the nativity scene played by GCA Elementary students with Psalty.

Contributed photo

'mas Calamity’ performance

THE CURTAINS were down
for “Psalty’s Christmas Ca-
lamity,” a wholesome, fun-
filled Christmas musicale for
the whole family, staged by
Grace Christian Academy stu-
dents over the weekend.

The presentation was the El-
ementary Music and Drama
department’s first major pro-
duction staged at the school’s
chapel/auditorium.

The evening showcased an
array of talents starting from
the anthems sung by the first
and second graders and the
opening act by the kindergar-
ten department.

The main delight of the
evening was when Psalty came
out in his costume. Played by

Jayesun Sherman, Psalty is a
singing songbook that en-
courages children to sing
praise songs to God.

Children from grades 3, 4
and 5 did sing their hearts
out and lovely voices were
heard from group singing to
the solo parts.

Grace Christian Assembly
Children’s Tambourine Team
also displayed their talents
in the “Jingle Bell Medley.”
The finale was a beautiful
rendition of the song “Christ-
mas is a Time to Love” sung
by all the performers from
kindergarten to fifth grade.

The event was a fund-raiser
for GCA’s library and caf-
eteria.
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You RE GOING T0 LOVE THtS CAR!

Pohn ei State

electlon today
on Saipan

POHNPEL! is having a run-off
election for the State’s Gov-
ernor and Lt. Governor seats
today, Tuesday, from 8 a.m.
to 7 p.m. at the Garapan Cen-
tral Park’s Round House.

All Pohnpeians residing in
the CNMI are encouraged to
come and vote. Same day reg-
istration for new voters is pro-
vided.

Please bring your FSM pass-
portor other ID’s for verifica-
tion of Pohnpei/FSM citizen-
ship.

The run-off candidates for
the Governor seat are: Johnny
David and Dion Neth. The
candidates for the Lt. Gover-
nor seat are: Anna Mendiola
and Jack Yakana,

You can avoid accident,
if you...
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Palau to Manila cargo direct

Tuna charter flights start

By Eileen O. Tabaranza

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) —
A big-time fish exporter com-
pany has found a way to extri-
cate itself from the hassles of
getting a reliable flight connec-
tions to Guam, plus the so-called
airlines’ “spaces” problems by
chartering a direct cargo flight
from Palau to Manila, Philip-
pines.

Using its first Boeing 737
aircraft, Centennial Air, an all-
jet-all-cargo carrier which
loads up to 15 tons of cargo
per flight, made its first flight
to Palau on Nov. 29 to pick up
Palau Marine Industries
Corp.’s (PMIC) tuna ship-
ments for exports to Japan.

According to Centennial Air,
Inc. Flight Operations Manager
Capt. Tito Garcia, it was the
first time that the airline, which
is serving six major cities in the
southern region of the Philip-
pines, went out of the country.

Centennial Air is among the
four Philippines airlines ap-
proached by EverCarry Trans-
portation Co., a freight for-
warder arm of PMIC, to do the
shipment to Manila. The air-
craftis being manned by experi-
enced pilots who worked for the
Philippine Airlines.

The flight, which came empty,
was chartered by PMIC, one of
the three big—time fishing com-
panies based on Palau, to ship

14 tons of fresh sashimi tuna for
exports to Japan.

PMIC President Tai Jung Fei
said the shipment will go di-
rectly to Manila as transit point
and will be taken to Japan either
through Singapore Airlines’ and
Japan Airlines’ connecting
flights.

“Before we used the services
of Asia Pacific Airlines to send
our fish cargo to Guam, but be-
cause the connections are not
good from here to Guam, we
transferred to Manila as the tran-
sit point for the commodity ex-
ports,” he added.

EverCarry Transportation
Co. President Ermas
Ngiraelbaed made it clear that
the direct charter flight to
Manila is an alternate route to
the Guam and Saipan routes,
which he said cannot always
be relied upon.

“We only supplement Conti-
nental flights or the spaces avail-
able. We are not competing
with Continental because
they’re serving us for a long
time,” Ngiraelbaed pointed out.

He cited that Centennial Air’s
charter flight for Palau is an
option that will guarantee ex-
ports of fish to Japan for other
fishing companies.

Fei said the PMIC shipped its
tuna exports through the Asia
Pacific Airline charter flights
and Continental Micronesia be-
fore, but added that the volume

hospltal dlrector from: fi Maml
said Tuesday. ’

culties in getting doctors to stay
here for a longer period of time
and that's the area where we can
probably help them,™ said

St Luke 'S Medxcal Ccnter

would explore the possibility of
Luke’s experts to work .at the
the same time share their exper-
tise with local doctors. _

St. Luke’s, whichuses sophis-

facilities, is considered one of

Ph:hppm ]

“Apparently, théy have dxfﬁ- E

Arsenio. C. Cantos, director of .
- Cantos, who ‘came to Palau -
;upon official invitation of Health -
Minister Masao Ueda, said he

sending to Palau some of St

Belau National Hospital and, at

ncated eqmpment and modern -

the best private hospltals in ihQ o

spect the g’ovemment hospztal
1d assess its. capabxhtles and
vweaknesses :
“Overall, Ifi nd thatthe hosp:-
tal is up to par with and even
better than some of the smaller
hospitals in Metro Manila. The
Belau National Hospital has bet-
-ter facilities,” Cantos said.
- “Their hemodialysis machine
is the newest in technology, and
. they have a long line of radiol-
‘ogy division with CT Scan and
mammography machine. They
- have a very spacious physical
setup,” Cantos added.
- He said the government hos-
pital has the capability to re-
‘spond to emergency cases.
- Obstetrics: and gynecology,
which deal with' maternity, are
- the areas that require assistance,
‘Cantos said.
“Lthink they can actually ex-

was very limited then since three
fishing companies are compet-
ing for the “space.”

He added the company
shipped around 2,400 tons of
fresh tuna every year, but to-
tal fish catch this year was
low. Fei, however, expressed
optimism that the charter
flight will bring about good
prospects for the fish export
industry on Palau.

Garcia, Fei and Ngiraelbaed
said they do know yet the fre-
quency of the flight since this
would depend on the total fish
catch.

“It depends on EverCarry
and PMIC, but we’re looking
at doing this weekly perhaps.
With the new aircraft that is
coming over, we hope that we
will be given the permit to
bring cargo from Davao to
Palau to help at least lower
the prices of goods here,”
Garcia said.

Garcia said the 737 aircraft
can load any items even “dan-
gerous” goods.

Fei is also hopeful that with
the new charter flight, he can
import some goods from the
Philippines.

For Ngiraelbaed, he said
they have not explored yet the
possibility of bringing in
goods from the Philippines
since there are no laws and
rules allowing them to import
fresh produce and marine
products from the said coun-
try.

“Hopefully, sometime soon
things will be changed, espe-
cially the regulations and laws
of Palau that we have inher-
ited from the. Trust Territory
government or better yet the
United States government,” he
stressed.

Four young men from the Republic of Palau recent!

rece/ved certificates of completion for a 90-day on the

Jobtraining at Mobile Constructon Battalion 133 on Guam where they acquired basic knowledge about heavy

equipment.

Photo by Eduardo C. Siguenza
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MIGHTY WINGS EXTRA VALUE MEAL

OPEN 24 HOURS DAILY

Includes 3 pieces
Chicken Wings
with Rice and with
Large Crispy
Golden Fries

and Medium

Ice Cold Drink
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~ pand their services as they be~
“come much more responsxve to
the ‘needs of the commumty,
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GARAPAN EXPRESS: Sunday to Saturday - 6 a.m. to Midnight
Sale is for limited time only while supplies last!

Drive
Safely

Customers Lrst

Test drive one today at MTR]PLE‘J MOTORS

NEW CARS + USED CARS * PARTS « SERVICE
On Beach Road in Garapan 234-7133

McOonald‘s
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PACIFIC ISLANDS

SUVA, FijiIslands — Prime
Minister Mahendra Chaudhry
was forced to stay in his ho-
tel room in Seattle yesterday
as the city remained under
siege from thousands of pro-
testers.

Chaudhry was holed up in
The Madison Hotel as protest-
ing labor unions and environ-
mental groups blocked streets
and surrounded a hall where
the World Trade Organization
was scheduled to hold its third
ministerial conference yester-
day.

The opening ceremony was
cancelled and the U.S. National
Guard troops were being rushed
to the city to bring the situation
under control.

Speaking from his hotel
room, Chaudhry said he was
advised by the United States
Secret Service to remain in his
room.

WTO protests keep I
inside h1s Seattle hotel room

Mahendra Chaudhry

Chaudhry said the WTO open-
ing ceremony was cancelled and
a curfew was imposed in the
city last night.

I can see the protesters from
my hotel room and the protests
are taking place just outside the
hotel,”” he said.

“They have blocked streets
and surrounded the meeting hall
and no one can enter the hall.

“The hotel where U.S. offi-
cials are staying was surrounded
and they have been unable to
leave the hotel to go to the meet-
ing.

“The (Washington State) gov-
ernor has called in the National
Guard and I have been told a
curfew will be imposed in the
city tonight.”’

Chaudhry said the Fiji del-
egation, which includes Com-
merce Minister Anup Kumar,
was safe.

“I have been advised by the
U.S. secret service not to leave
my room because of the condi-
tions,”” he said.

“When it is safe, they will
advise me.”’

The Prime Minister said local
police were caught off guard by
the large number of protesters.
He said policemen parked buses
around the meeting hall to keep
protesters out.

iji PM

Chaudhry said protesting
unions and environmental
groups demanded that they be
given a voice in the WTO.

“The labor unions are say-
ing that labor standards should
be tied to trade negotiations,”’
he said.

“Also environmental groups
are concerned with damage
caused to the environment
during development, espe-
cially by multinationals.”’

Chaudhry said he expected
the situation to be under con-
trol today.

The Prime Minister will de-
liver a paper on Fiji's position
onliberalization of world trade
at the meeting.

He will return next week.

For additional reports from
the Fiji Times, go to Pacific
Islands Report News/Informa-
tion Links: Newspapers/Fiji
Times.

New Zealand coalition
formally signs accord

WELLINGTON, New
Zealand (AP) — Labor and Al-
liance leaders formally signed a
coalition agreement Monday to
form a center-left government
that will end nine years of con-
servative rule in New Zealand.
The coalition is expected to be
sworn in Friday.

Prime minister-elect Helen
Clark and Alliance leader Jim
Anderton signed the deal inPar-
liament after last week naming

the 16 Labor and four Alliance

lawmakers to their Cabinet.

Labor has 52 seats, and the
Alliance has 11 in the 120-seat
Parliament.

The government’s policy pro-
gram is due to be unveiled when
Parliament meets before Christ-
mas to rush through legislation
introducing higher taxes for the
rich, which are due to come into
effect next April.

The agreement allows the two

parties to maintain their sepa-
rate political identities by offer-
ing a way out of the unwritten
understanding that Cabinet
memberswould be in unanimous
agreement on all Cabinet deci-
sions.

“The form of our coalition will
need to accommodate policy dif-
ferences which are both well-
signaled and considered,” Clark
said.

The coalition parties pledged
a policy that “reduces inequal-
ity, is environmentally sustain-
able, and improves the social
and economic well-being of all
New Zealanders.”

Anderton, who will be named
deputy prime minister in the new
Cabinet, said that while the coali-
tion would not be all smooth sail-
ing, the parties had a “commit-
ment to work through differences
in good faith and with enormous
good will toward each other.”

EU projects end
in Kiribati

TARAWA (Pacnews) — The
Pacific Regional Agricultural
Project (PRAP) has officially
ended in Kiribati.

A Kiribati national working for
the European Union (EU)-funded
projects in Kiribati, Kianteata
Teabo, said the EU has formally
ended funding for PRAP follow-
ing the completion of the five-
year programme.

Kianteata said the South Pa-
cific Forum Secretariat has for-
warded a proposal to the EU for
an extension of the programme,

but it is unclear at this stage if the -

EU will agree. He said although
the projecthas formally ended, its
results in Kiribati has been quite
dramatic.

“The idea of planting root crops

and vegetables on family plots to
improve the family’s diet has re-
ally taken off, with many families
all over Kiribati growing cab-
bages. cucumbers and other
‘greens’,” said Kianteata.

He said without PRAP, I-
Kiribati would still be eating their
traditional food, which he de-
scribed as being “full of starch
and protein but little vitamins™.

Head of the PRAP project in
Kiribati, Liz Kamauti said in
the last five years, a transfor-
mation had occurred in the
attitude of [-Kiribati towards
vegetables.

Traditionally, I-Kiribati con-
sider vegetables as excellent food
for animals such as pigs, but not
for human consumption.

RAROTONGA (Pacnews) —
A Member of Parliament in the
Cook Islands is planning to in-
troduce a Bill in Parliament to
reduce the salaries for MPs by
15 to 20 per cent.

Teina Bishop, who was a se-
nior member of the former rul-
ing Cook Islands Party (CIP)
and a Governmentbackbencher,
tried unsuccessfully to form a
coalition between CIP and the
Opposition Democratic Alliance
Party (DAP) just days before
the CIP Government of Dr Joe
Williams lost a vote of no con-
fidence in Parliament.

Bishop announced after the
vote and the subsequent forma-
tion of the DAP/New Alliance
Party Coalition Government that
he would resign from CIP be-
cause he was “sick of party poli-
tics”. Bishop, the sitting mem-

New bill to cut MP salaries

ber for Aratunga in Aitutaki,
said he would become an Inde-
pendent.

His planned Bill to cut sala-
ries has attracted criticism be-
cause Bishop is a successful
businessman and does not seem
to be in need of a parliamentary
salary like many other MPs.

Meanwhile, Prime Minis-
ter Dr Terepai Moate has an-
nounced that the board of the
Cook Islands Investment
Corporation will be dis-
missed in January. Dr Maoate
said the Corporation will be
administered solely by Brian
Mason.

A Government statement said
as a temporary measure Under-
Secretary Tapi Taio will take
over the board with two new
members who have not been
named.

Tonga seeks

to market
its crops in
A. Samoa

NUKU’ALOFA (Pacnews)
— The Tongan Government is
making arrangements to ob-
tain a business licence from
the American Samoan Gov-
ernment to market its agricul-
tural produce in the territory.

The licence is being sought
by Tonga Trade, which is part
of the Ministry of Labour,
Commerce and Industries.

The Tongan Government
has successfully obtained a
lease on a piece of land in the
capital, Pagopago, to estab-
lish a centre to market and sell
Tongan products.

The lease agreement was
signed last October by Ameri-
can Samoan Governor, Tauese
Sunia and the Tongan Justice
Minister and Attorney Gen-
eral, Tevita Tupou.

The Tongan Ministry of
Works will build a shelter to
house the commodities at a
site in Tafuna, which is lo-
cated near the airport.

Officials from Tonga Trade
and the Ministry of Agricul-
ture are co-ordinating meet-
ings with local growers for
their produce to be shipped to
Pagopago.

Saimone Vuki of Tonga
Trade said the main commodi-
ties required by consumers in
Pagopago are Swamp Taro and
watermelons.

He said this is an ideal op-
portunity for farmers to grow
Swamp Taro because the de-
mand for the crop remains
high. Samoa is the major sup-
plier of Swamp Taro to Ameri-
can Samoa but its crop has
been severely affected by Af-
rican snails.

SUVA (Pacnews) — Fiji
Government officials will to-
day meet with the 108 work-
ers laid off by the country’s
largest ship-builder, Ship-
building Fiji Limited (SFL)
to discuss their future.

Acting Finance Minister,
Dr Ganesh Chand said while
the Government is notrespon-
sible for the decision to lay
off the workers, it would nev-
ertheless try and help resolve
the crisis.

SFL was forced to shut op-
erations last Thursday after
the Government blocked a
FJ$150,000 (US$76,380)
overdraft application in-
tended for the completion of
a FJ1$2.2 million (US$1.3 mil-
lion) fishing boat due for de-
livery in 10 days. Company
bankers, ANZ Banking
Group, approved the over-
draft facility but the

Fiji Gov’t to hold discussions
with laid-off shipyard workers

Government’s refusal of con-
sent as a secured lender and
shareholder prevented the
transaction.

SFL’s Finance and Admin-
istration Manager Mark
Stinson said the company had
no choice but to lay off the
108 workers, He said the com-
pany does not have money to
pay the workers.

SFL Workers Unien Presi-
dent Jone Vuniwa said the
workers were still shocked
because there was no warning
from the company.

“For a government which
claims itis for the people, this is
a huge contradiction to their
promises to the people. If the
Government can reinstate 300
workers at the airport, how can
it just send home workers who
are actually needed?” he said.

Dr Chand said the workers
should talk to thé majority

. Government owns 49 per cent

- ploy to “save face”.

shareholders of the company,
MCI Carpenters Limited
which owed FI$3 million
(US$1.53 million) in unpaid
shares and penalties. The

of the company.

“We don't control the com-
pany, MCI Carpenters is re-
sponsible for the workers and
its debts,” Dr Chand said.

Atthe weekend, former Fi-
nance Minister Jim Ah Koy
said he would provide the
FI$150,000 (US$76,380)
guarantee needed by the com-
pany to complete the fishing
boat. He said the Government
was showing double stan-
dards by not helping the
workers at SFL as it had done
by reinstating the 300 airport
workers.

Dr Chand in reply said Ah
Koy’s move was a political

~PALAU
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Tourism on downtrend

By Eileen O. Tabaranza

For the Variety
KOROR (Palau Horizon) —
It seems that Palau’s tourism
would record its phenomenaal
slump this year.

There could be no other year
that could be as stagnant as
this year for the tourism sec-
tor, as percentage drop in visi-
tor arrivals stayed at a double-
digit level on a month-to-
month basis. It could hardly
bounces back to the 73,000
mark recorded in 1997, which
has prompted the Palau Visi-

tors Authority (PVA) to have
its projection at a 60,000 level.

Though it has to be visibly
propped up by the opening up
of new tourist markets and
holding of several confer-
ences, tourism, the prime
mover of Palau’s economy,
continued to take a downhill
trend.

In the first 10 months of
this year, the PVA has re-
corded only 46,714 tourists, a
far cry from the projected
60,000 level for this year with
two months remaining. The

saxdtheHousebanlang,
rate ‘registry, shipping registry
:center

shore banking industry on the
island; The proposed legisiation
upof several proposals from for-

banks:on:Palau.:

‘Seld would greatly benefit Palau
since " this 'would not just. only
‘generate more revenues for the
govemment coffer, ‘but at the
‘same time provide an alternative
source of in¢ome once the Com-
pact funds are drained.

He believed that Palau would
reap economic and financial
gains through opening up the
market to offshore banks since it
uses a very stable U.S dollar and

’counmes
‘zonewise.
' “Ourcurrency isami ghty U.S.
:dollar so-we have a very stable

t;mewxse ' and

tive form of conversion of Asian
‘can dolldr. Palau would be very
make ' their offshore transac-

tions,”: ‘Seid saxd

that as a sovereign nation we
should utilize. We need to get
‘our mdustry base going. This is

and means committees. are it ove
rently. draftmg bankmg, COIPO-"'. .

and trust laws that would make  po
Palau an’ mtematronal f nancxal i

_'top500mtematxona1banks We
- want the biggest and the best;”
“he said. In his opinion; he said
‘that they must accept only le-
- gitimate high’ standard banks
+ with good reputation and have

+-Both commxttées are workmcr- ‘
‘on a bill that would regulate fo- :

‘is being readied due to popping’
eign investors to setup offshore .

 The First Intematxonai Bankf' -Palau would notdelve into a full
Pacxﬁc, Limited and Asian In-
ternational Bank of Commerce,.
-Limited, aSoum_Afrman-backed -

;offshore banks were the firstto

thattrustaccounts would be open
: cooperation withother countries.
> 'tees are also thinking of requit-

-ing banks to know who their
Such servxce accordmg to
. deposxts

 he made clear that they will seek
-inputs from the United States

its extreme closeness to Asian
offshore banking activities on

© i just “very cautious.” .
currency | base. This is an attrac- -

“don’t'do it incomplete and we
~don’tdo it without the aspect of

‘catrenciestoavery stable Ameri- -

accessible to Asian countries to- .
: »moneylaundennganddmgtraf—
- ficking,” Seid said..

“If we don’t set it up we are
rmssmg avery, good opportunity .-
- ina“complete package, he said,

pmbably one of the better op-.

tions that we can think Qf since ' ary next year.:

strong asset base.: .
- Another thing, he cited; isthat

secrecy bankmg methods and:
for mvesngatxon by having a

' Seid further. said the COmimit-

clients are before acceptma any

In the process of legislation,

appropriate agencies since Palau
has-a mutual law enforcement
agreement with the U.S. under
the Compact of Free Associa-
tion for the common goal of
prohibiting drug and money traf-
ficking.

Seid-also brushed aside such
allegatlons that President
Nakamura is reportedly against

Palau, adding that the president
T think the president is very
cautious to make sure that we
legal ‘instruments: to  prohibit
i they could putin place vital
measures, rules and regulancms
the president would support it.

“The" proposed legislation is
slated to be submmed in Febru-

figure, however, dipped from

the 54,211 recorded in the

same period last year.

Forums such as the South
Pacific Forum Association of
Pacific Island Public Auditors,
Directors of Health for the
Pacific Island Countries, Fo-
rum Fisheries Agency, the
26th Annual Association of
Terminal Operators and Ste-
vedoring Companies of
Micronesia meetings, which
drew at a minimum of 50 par-
ticipants failed to perk up the
tourism sector.

Total overall visitor arriv-
als, including returning resi-
dents also went down by 12.3
percent to 55,345 from 63,111.

Although Palau’s largest
market recorded a 7.5 percent
increase in the number of ar-
rivals, Japan tourist market did
not manage to pull up the over-
all figure. The number of
Japanese tourists that flock to
the island expanded by 1,329
in the first 10 months of 1999

to 19,000 from 17,671 last
year.

Palau’s most promising
tourist markets such as the
United States and Taiwan suf-
fered setbacks, posting a 10.6
percent and 44 percent drop,
respectively.

After hitting the 2,350 mark
last year in a single month
alone, Taiwanese tourists
numbered 9,430 in the first 10
months of this year from
16,973 last year. It even hit
the lowest level in October

- alone this year at 488.

Tourists from the U.S. main-
land, including Hawaii and
Alaska, numbered 4,784 in the
first 10 months of this year as
compared to 5,353 last year.

While the U.S., Taiwan and
Japan markets continued to
show dismal performance over
the 10-month period, the Euro-
pean market, Palau’s newest
tourist market, is sparking hopes
that bright prospects still lies
ahead for the tourism sector.

European countries such as
France, Germany, Italy, Swit-
zerland and the United King-
dom (UK) are starting to pen-
etrate the local tourism sector
especially this year, as these,
though not consistently, in-
crease their tourist numbers
to Palau.

Arrivals from Germany went
up by a whopping 127 per-
cent, while UK reported a 76
percent rise. Arrivals from
Switzerland hit 87.

Tourists from mainland
China and Korea are becom-
ing as significant as the other
markets at 754 and 418, re-
spectively.

For the month of October
alone, tourists numbered
2,736, while those who came
for business purposes hit 251.
Those who came for employ-
ment stood at 271.

Data showed that the num-
ber of repeaters outpaced that
of first timers, or 1,906 versus
2.,289.
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announces NEW long distance
calling plans with HUGE SAVINGS

on all of your long distance calls!

Compare a call using startec+rci's Global Connect Plan
to other long distance carriers:
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Australia $2.84 $5.50 48% | $5.06 44%
China $5.06 $14.30 65% |$13.16 62%
Hong Kong $2.84 $5.50 48% | $5.06 44%
Japan $2.91 $6.00 52% | $5.52 47%

S. Korea $3.22 $6.00 46% | $5.52 42%
Philippines $2.78 $5.00 45% | $4.60 40%
Taiwan $3.53 $14.50 76% [$12.88 73%
USA $0.73 $1.40 48% | $1.29 44%

Call for even GREATER SAVINGS on our Business Calling Plans!
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~ start saving

today!

Comparison is based upon a 9.2 minute call placed at 7:00 p.m.
on a Saturday. *startec+PC! amounts reflect a 25% startec+PCl
Global Connect calling plan discount for which conditions apply.
For details, please contact startec+PCl at 235-4724.
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2nd Floor, Joeten Office Bldg.
Susupe, Saipan MP 96950

(670) 235-4724
(670) 234-8418 Fax
www.petpci.com
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AT&T pledges to
share lines for web

WASHINGTON(AP)—AT&T
intends to give competing Intemnet
providers access to its high-speed
cable lines. The move could quell
fears about the telecommunica-
tions giant gaining too much con-
trol over what informationreaches
consumers’ homes.

In aletter the company planned
to send federal regulators Mon-
day. AT&T pledgeseventually to
give its customers a choice of
Internet providers over AT&T's
cable connections. according to
sources close to the discussions.

The letter to the Federal Com-
munications Commission spells
out the framework AT&T will
use in negotiating future contracts
with rival Internet providers that
want to share the company'scable
lines. said the sources, speaking
on condition of anonymity.

Among those signed on to the
terms outlined in the letter is the
nation’s No. 2 Internet service
provider MindSpring Enterprises,
Inc. Although the letter does not
amount to a contractual agree-
ment. it sets the stage for AT&T
to reach a deal with MindSpring
and other Internet companies.

AT&T officials have said be-
fore they would consider agree-
ments with other companies once
their exclusivity contract with
Internet provider ExciteAtHome
expires in June 2002.

The letter is aimed at shoring
upthatcommitment, althoughany
deals still could not take effect
until the 2002 contract is up, ac-
cording to the sources. The non-
binding agreement does lay out
AT&T s pledge to charge Internet
providers reasonably comparable
prices and set similar conditions

for their deals.

The nation’s top Internet ser-
vice provider, America Online,
was not a party to the discussions.

AT&T’s promise comes amid
growing debate on the national
and local level about whether the
company should be forced to share
its newly acquired high-speed
cable lines withrivals. Broadband
access over cable lines provides
connection speeds dozens of times
faster than today’s dial-up tele-
phone modems.

AT&T has positioned itself to
become a major player in the
broadband market through its
purchase of cable company Tele-
Communications Inc. last sum-
mer and its proposed merger with
MediaOne.

But AT&T’sexclusive arrange-
ment with Internet provider
Excite AtHome has drawn the ire
of other companies such as
America Online that now reach
consumers through slow dial-up
phone connections. They want to
delivertheirserviceover AT&T’s
cable lines into customers’ homes.

Consumer groups also have
called for AT&T to share its lines
with rivals, fearing that the com-
pany will otherwise exert too
much influence over the diversity
of information reaching the pub-
lic.

Consumer advocates said Sun-
day that AT&T’s action is amove
in the right direction and an open
acknowledgment that it is pos-
sible for multiple Internet provid-
ers to share the same cable pipe.

But they say AT&T’s pledge
falls far short of ensuring nondis-
criminatory access for all Internet
providers.

V/ce President Al Gore talks with Chet and Cathy Mitchell during a campaign stop in Nashua N.H., Sunday
as part of his run for the Democratic presidential nomination. ~ Ap

Cyber-stores chat
with customers

NEW YORK (AP) — E-retail-
ers are turning to live online chats
and otherinteractive customer ser-
vices for the holidays as more
shoppers abandon the mall for the
Web. But it’s hardly the warm-
and-fuzzy experience some
people crave.

Online shoppers fed up with e-
mails that gounanswered and 800
numbers that eternally ring busy
are demanding instant assistance
at the click of a button.

“People get frustrated with the
level of customer service avail-
able,” said Seema Williams, ane-
commerce analyst for Forrester
Research in Cambridge, Mass.
“They're in a hurry.”

Two-thirds of all cyber-shop-

SIXTH CNMI STATE BOARD OF EDUCATION

NOTICE OF MEETING

Pursuant to Public Law 8-41 the State Board of Education hereby gives notice that the
regular meeting of the State Board will be conducted on Thursday, December 9, 1999 at
9:00 a.m. in the Board Conference Room in Susupe, Saipan.

The following items will be on the agenda for the above referenced meeting.

I. PRELIMINARY MATTERS
1. Call to Order
2. Roll Call

3. Adoption of Agenda
4. Adoption of Minutes
1L CHAIRWOMAN’S REPORT
1. Inauguration Date
IIL COMMISSIONER’S REPORT
Iv. COMMITTEE REPORTS
1. Fiscal & Personnel Committee
2. CIP Committee
V. NEW BUSINESS
1. Selection of School Facility Sites
VL GENERAL COMMENTS
VIL PUBLIC COMMENTS

foreclose on your B

ping carts are abandoned before
transactions are complete, she
said, so Web operators that were
preoccupied with getting sites up
and running a year or two ago are
now honing in on customer ser-
vice.

The apparel giants Lands’ End
and Eddie Bauer are among the
largest sites that use interactive
software connecting a customer
service representative to a shop-
per via on-screen “‘chat,” a two-
way dialogue that appears in a
tiny box when the shopper clicks
on an icon.

The agentthensynchronizesher
computer screen with the cus-
tomer and can “‘push” pages of the
Web site with the requested infor-

mation before the shopper’s eyes,
in addition to answering ques-
tions about sizing, availability and
billing.

“It works, and it makes custom-

. ers happy,” said Bill Bass, vice

president of e-commerce for
Lands’ End, which added chat
and other live service options in
September and has heavily pro-
moted them offline.

It works sometimes, countered
Bob Chatham, another Forrester
analyst focused on e-commerce.
LivePerson.com, one of the com-
panies that sells the chat service,
tracks the live interactions and
says about 35 percent of custom-
ers who use it buy after the expe-
rience.

larger computers and networks
used. by business and ' govern-
ment get most of the attention,
the PC at home could be vulner-
able, too;

Risks are gmatcr with older
PCs, as well as banking, spread-
sheets and other programs that
use a lot of dates.

most cases, but o.

“It’s important'fo

NEW YORK (AP) _Byentie '_ Sute
personal computerisn’ timmune
to the Year 2000 bug. While  di

- gramming practice of using only
~Free remedies are avaﬂabie . th :

ruptdata. Anonlmévbanlvcmg pro-: ‘sors do not care about the' year'

gram, fori mstance, mloht thxnk a :

internal clock andasystemcalied

_;catlons. 3

,-atmg system.

and other software.
Still, he admits, he’s “a httle :
prxsed at how people seem to be
leaving things to the last minute,”:
The Year 2000 bug, or Y2K,
sterns from a 1ongstandmg pro-

but other computer components
. Most PCs have. a separate

10S to. relay date and time in-
ormation to the computer appli-

won't relay the correct: éentury
. ~Software, mciudmgtheoper—
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GOP bets gear up for debate

WASHINGTON (AP) — GOP
presidential candidate Steve
Forbes said Sunday he has been
clear in letting voters know what
he stands for, unlike front-runner
George W. Bush, and hopes for“a
real interchange™ among the six
candidates in Monday’s debate
so people can judge for them-
selves.

Scheduled to join Forbes and
Bush in Phoenix are Gary Bauer,
Sen. Orrin Hatch of Utahand Alan
Keyes. The state’s senior senator,
John McCain, will participate via
satellite from New Hampshire,
where he is campaigning.

McCain led Bush 39 percent to
31 percent in Arizona in a late
October poll by the Media Re-
search Program at Arizona State
University, but 18 percent of the
voters were undecided.

Bush, in his debate debut, drew
fire Thursday night from his ri-

vals during a candidate forum in
New Hampshire on Social Secu-
rity, abortion and tax cuts. Forbes
hopes to keep up the pressure.

“Ido want a campaign of issues
and ideas and 1 think I've got
some very exciting ideas out there
and I hope that we have a chance
in these future forums and de-
bates,” he said on ABC’ “This
Week.”

“I hope we have more flexibil-
ity so we can have a real inter-
change sothe people can see what
we stand for. I've put out there ...
what I stand for and I wish that
George Bush on some of these
issues would do the same, and I
hope that will come out in these
future debates.”

Bush spokesman Ari Fleischer
said later that Bush “looks for-
ward to healthy debate and lots of
interaction with the other candi-
dates.”

Bradley preaches
racial progress

WATERLOO, Iowa (AP) —
Promising an administration that
would “set a tone in the air” pro-
motingracial unity, Democrat Bill
Bradley preached a message of
racial progress Sunday during
services at a Baptist church in
eastern Iowa.

Bradley, who is challenging
Vice President Al Gore for the
Democratic nomination, recalled
growing up in Missouri during
the 1950s, when two of his Ameri-
can Legion baseball teammates
were barred from restaurants be-
cause they were black.

“Today it’s not a matter of ho-
tels or restaurants that block your
entry, but something more subtle,”
Bradley said.

Bradley spoke to about 80
church members at Corinthian
Baptist Church, touting his goals
of extending benefits to 44 mil-
lion Americans without health
insurance, building after-school
programs for children and creat-
ing an administration that would
put racial progress at the fore-
front.

The former New Jersey senator
said he would make diverse ap-
pointments at the federal level,
support affirmative action and

create an administration that
would help eliminate racial divi-
sion.

“I'm going to do that by the
tone in the air of the administra-
tion,” Bradley said. “If I'm presi-
dent and you want to please the
boss, you're going to show that in
your life, in your job ... you’ll
promote racial understanding.”

Following his speech, Bradley
took questions from church mem-
bers who asked him to make im-
provements in education and af-
ter-school programs.

Bradley’s speech was part of
three-day campaign swing
through Iowa, where he plans to
spread his message on health care
and labor issues.

In an interview with The Asso-
ciated Press, Bradley said his ideas
were driving the campaign and
resonating with voters, prompt-
ing criticism from Gore.

“He's in attack-mode but his
attacks are getting a counter-re-
action from those who want a
politics of positive anddon’t want
to have politics as usual, where
youend up withanelection where
instead of voting for someone,
you’re voting against someone,”

Bradley said.

*“He’s going to keep hisremarks
hopeful and positive and discuss
his plans on taxes, education and
Social Security,” said Fleischer.

Keyes, appearing on “Fox News
Sunday,” said he took heart from
the candidates’ performances
Thursday.

*“The one thing I saw the other
night that was clear,” he said, was

that “Bush does not stand out in
this field. Compared to the other
folks who are out there, he does
not have any special quality or
ability that makes him an out-
standing choice for the Republi-
can Party. Nothing,.

Bush skipped a November de-
bate in Arizona attended by the

other five GOP contenders, but

said afterward he would be avail-
able in December. On his behalf,
the state Republican Party ar-
ranged Monday’s debate.

The schedule wassolast-minute
that McCain is having to appear
by television from New Hamp-
shire, where he already had com-
mitted to a series of campaign

appearances.

Republlcan presidential cand/date Sen John McCa/n of Arizona smiles as supporters cheer followmg the
GOP debate Thursday in Manchester, N.H. All six Republican presidential candidates met for the first time.

AP

Give the Gift of Cellular!

This holiday season GTE Pacifica is making it easier than ever to give the gift of
Cellular! Choose any Analog or Digital plan and enjoy enhanced features like Caller
ID and Guam Roaming. Exchange an Analog cellular for a Digital model and receive
$50 credit*. Or, switch an active Saipan Cellular phone to a GTE Pacifica Digital plan
and get $50 credit*. Sign up before Christmas and get our lowest airtime rates in the

CNM]I, plus a free gift with any Cellular plan purchase!

Call today, 682-2745 or visit our offices on Middle Road.

PACIFIC A

We're Connected To You™

*Conditions Apply

VIII. ADJOURNMENT

Cullen,- vice presxdent at

Symantec Corp., whxch sells a

Y2K tesLerforPCs.v
Despite warnings, many com i

-Word: processors, v.Intemet
»;’browsers and’ games may: not:
_care what yearit is, but banking

Texas Gov. George W Bush waves to supporters at a rally Thursday
in Manchester, N.H. Bush drew fire from his pursuers for the Repub-
; pmgrams and spréadsheets do. lican presidential nomination, challenged on Social Security, abortion

All interested persons are welcome to attend and to submit written or oral comments on
thea bove agenda items.

and tax cuts. AP
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Family murder-suicide

Mother mourns family deaths

SACRAMENTQ, Calif. (AP) —
Mai Thao returned Sunday to the
one-bedroom apartment where
her husband killed five of their
seven children and himself less
than 24 hours before.

She went there to mourn. In-
stead, she found apolice seal on
the door, a last touch by detec-
tives who had scoured the blood-
stained rooms for an explana-
tion. .

Crying, Thao forced her way
in, only to be turned back by the
landlord, who boarded up the

door and told her to leave. She
sat on a staircase outside and
sobbed, comforted by dozens of
neighbors.

“They were a good family,”
said Chong Cha of Lodi, a cousin
whose family had spent Thanks-
giving weekend with them. “We
never expected this.”

Police say Kao Xiong used a
shotgun and high-powered rifle
to shoot his youngest children
Saturday afternoon, then turned
one of the guns on himself.

Cha identified the children

Sacramento coroner’s officials remove the body of one of six people
killed in a murder-suicide in Sacramento, Calif., Saturday. Five children
were apparently shot to death by their father before he turned the gun
on himself. ap

4R PAC

EMPLOYMENT OPPORTUNITY

Marianas Pacific Distributions Inc. (MARPAC) is looking for
qualified applicants for the following positions:

SALES MANAGER

Applicants must meet the following requirements:

#® University Degree (preferably Business)

# Excellent verbal and written communication skills
# Proficient with the use of Excel & Word, Email Etc...
% Able to work under pressure

# A Team Player

MARPAC offers a competitive benefit package.
Interested applicants should submit their resume at the
MARPAC office located in Gualo Rai. No phone calls
please.

MARPAC requires proof of identity and eligibility to
work in the CNMI (Resident Workers Only), drug
testing, police and court clearance and ability testing.

MARPAC 1s aN EQuaL OprPORTUNITY EMPLOYER.

killed as Kong Meng Xiong, 7
Lisa Xiong, 5; Kong Pheng Xiong,
3; Peter Xiong, 2; and Micky

Xiong, 1.
Their older brothers, 14 and 9,
escaped unharmed — one by

climbing through a bathroom win-
dow — and are now staying with
relatives, police said.

Cha described Xiong as a
loving husband and father who
worked hard but could never
seem to earn enough to sup-
port his wife and children. He
said he had no idea why his
cousin would have opened fire
on his family.

Shortly before the shootings,
Xiong called relatives in Lodi, 40
minutes away, saying he going to
kill the children, police said. By

the time the relatives reached the
apartment, the police were there
and Xiong and five children were
dead.

Cha said he remembered his
father had talked to Xiong by
phone shortly before the
shootings, but he did not know
what was said.

The children’s mother was out
at the time and learned what had
happened when she returned
home, police said. Investigators
questioned her Saturday night
but she was too distraught to
provide much help, Lt. David
Poroli said.

The family had lived in the
$310-a-month apartment for just
over six months. Like most of the
building’s residents, the family

was Hmong.

A neighbor, Lao Thao, said
Xiong had worked with him as a
golf course maintenance worker
for the past month. The family
came to the United States from
Laos about seven years ago, he
said.

“He had a hard time, moving
from job to job,” Cha said. “He
was unable to keep a job that
would support the family.”

Thor Xiong, a family friend,
said he had known Kao Xiong
since they lived in arefugee camp
in Thailand, where both men lived
for 15 years.

“He was a very brave person,”
Thor Xiong said. “Ifhe decided to
do something, he ‘would do it.
Nothing could stop him.”

hl% w1fe LauradaBeacham,

urday mghti'
yelled “Give it up
their wallets, poh_c

W, RhseellG Byers, 59, and

‘Byers was stabbed once in the - .

L nge in. tourban crim
o 'f“Russeli cared more about th
¢ future of the city of P_hxladeiphza v
-+ and did more to try t influence it
. in a positive way 'than"anybody'

Jence is al_so _drr_e_cted attheentire

Baltimore Mayor Kurt Schmoke (left) confers w:th police off/cers on the street outside a home where f/ve

women were found dead of multiple gunshot wounds Sunday. ap

Neighbors nervous over bomb inquiry

ELK GROVE, Calif. (AP) —
Mary Wilcox just finished mov-
ing into her home a half-mile
from a huge propane storage fa-
cility, and now she wonders if
she should pack up and leave
because of the possibility of a
terrorist attack.

Twomen were in custody Sun-
day on federal weapons charges
while authorities investigated
whether they were plotting to
blow up the Suburban Propane
fuel storage center. Courtappear-
ances were scheduled Monday

for Kevin Ray Patterson, 42, of
Camino, and Charles Dennis
Kiles, 49, of Placerville.

They were arrested following a
yearlong FBI investigation into a
potential threat against Suburban
Propane and other Sacramento-
area targets, the U.S. Attorney’s
Office said. It did not identify the
other threatened sites.

The men arrested Friday, Kevin
Ray Patterson, 42, of Camino,
and Charles Dennis Kiles, 49, of
Placerville, have militia connec-
tions, a source familiar with the

probe told The Associated Press.

Ms. Wilcox, a retired Sacra-
mento County sheriff’s deputy,
said she wants the plant shutdown
or plant security beefed up.

“We just got rid of our moving
boxes,” Ms. Wilcox said. “Idon’t
want to fill them up again.”

SuburbanPropane has hired off-
duty sheriff’s officers and tough-
ened its security system, spokes-
man John Fletcher said.

Federal investigators released
few details on the men and no
motive for the reported threat.

R ek eae A St
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Still no word from Mars

PASADENA, Calif. (AP) —
NASA antennas listened in vain
Sunday for a signal from the Mars
Polar Lander and mission offi-
cials acknowledged that, after
three days of silence, time was
running out inthe effort tocontact
the craft.

“Clearly the team is getting
more frustrated, certainly, and
more tense about all of this,” said
operations manager Richard
Cook.

The $165 million lander was
supposed to have signaled imme-
diately after Friday afternoon’s
touchdown about 500 miles from
the Martian south pole.

Failure of the Mars Polar Lander
would be a double blow to
NASA’s Jet Propulsion Labora-
tory, still smarting from the Sep-
tember loss of its sibling space-
craft, the Mars Climate Orbiter.

Mission managers worked on
eliminating simple failure sce-
narios one by one. But they con-
ceded if contact has not been es-
tablished before mid-week, itwas
increasingly unlikely tohave suc-
cess with what would then in-
volve more complex failure sce-
narios.

“When you start stacking — if
this thing has to fail and then this
thing has to fail and then this
thing has to fail to get into this
circumstance — then you’re defi-
nitely in extra time,” Cook said.
“We're not there yet. I think we
will be, come Tuesday morning.”

Sunday’s first communications
window opened at 10:50a.m. PST
and closed 10 minutes later with-
out any transmission from the
surface of the Red Planet.

The lander, if working prop-
erly, was supposed to have
switched radios to relay a signal
through NASA’s orbiting Mars

Global Surveyor. But the map-
ping spacecraft only sent its own
data and none from the lander.

Sunday’s only other communi-
cations opportunity, using the
original radio, was scheduled for
9:40p.m.PSTto 11:55 p.m. PST.

Lack of any signals since shortly
before Friday’s scheduled land-
ing leftmission officials with hope
only that the little craft survived
the touchdown and, on its own,
was taking steps to establish con-
tact.

Mars Polar Lander could have
gotten into trouble simply by set-
ting down in difficult terrain.

“Landing on Mars is very hard
— and it’s the part where you're
landing that’s really hard,” said
Cook. “It doesn’t take much to
have problems.”

Two tiny probes designed to
fall separately from orbit and
plunge into the surface also failed
to send signals. Sarah Gavit, the
project manager for the probes,
said that if they did not make
contact by late Sunday night it
would be unlikely to believe com-
munication would ever be estab-
lished with them.

Controllers continued to oper-
ate on the assumption that the
landing was successful because
the spacecraft was in excellent
condition just prior to entry and
analysis showed its trajectory was
good.

Engineers have theorized that
the craft set down in a position
that has keptitsdish antenna from
pointing at Earth, or that it settled
into a soft surface.

Sunday’s first communication
window was based on a contin-
gency program carried aboard the
lander.

The craft was designed to com-
municate directly with Earth

An undated artist's rendering shows the Mars Polar Lander setting
down on Mars. Radio signals confirming the Polar Lander’s touchdown
on Mars did not immediately reach Earth as hoped Friday, raising
questions about the whereabouts of NASA's probe. ap

‘From left, Rep. David Dreier, NASA admln/strator Dan Goldin, and Jet Propuision Laboratory d/rector

Edward Stone look at computer terminals at the Mars Polar Lander- Deep Space 2 command center
Saturday in Pasadena, Calif. NASA has heard no signal from the lander, heightening fears that the $165
million mission may have ended in failure. AP

throughadirectional dish antenna.
But its programing included in-
structions in case there was a fail-
ure of the power amplifier for its
“X-band” transmitter — the one
intended for Earth communica-
tions.

The programrequired the lander
toswitch to anon-directional UHF
radio if it had not received in-

structions from Earth by Sunday.
The orbiting Mars Global Sur-
veyor was to listen for the UHF
broadcast and relay it to Earth
immediately.

NASA said that if the commu-
nications blackout continued past
the weekend, commands would
be transmitted to instruct the
lander — if it was operational —

to begin switching between re-
dundant systems to try to signal
Earth.

The lander was also pro-
grammed to keep track of how
long it has been since it was last
contacted by Earth, and after six
days to assume there was some
type of failure and begin switch-
ing between backups on its own.

Mars exploration could face un-

and the growing likelthood that

; contacted.

' though engineersbelieve itmade
a safe 1andmg ‘

- The space agency has been
'launchma orbiters and landers
every 26 moriths since 1996 to
explors theRed Plariet’s climate
history, geology and water, pav-
ing the way for samples to be
returned to Earth and, eventu-
ally, humans to be rocketed to
Mars.

In the rush to launch probes
faster 'and more cheaply, com-
ponents and systems from one
mission are often duplicated in
another. It usually is a reliable
way to cut down on develop-
ment Costs. .

The fearis thatwhatever might
have caused the $165 million
Mars Polar Lander to disappear
could affect the Mars Surveyor
2001 mission, now nearing the
end of its development. :

Polar Lander and its 2001
cousin have similar structures,
landing systems and protective
heat shields. Both were designed
and built by Lockheed Martin
Astronautics, where the metrics
mix-up that doomed the Mars
Climate Orbiter originated.

“Whenever we have a prob-
lem of any type, we re-evaluate

certainty after the embarrassing -
lossof an. orbxter in September‘ .

the Polar Lander may never bei

For a: thrrd day Sunday, the‘

flander alledtosxgnalEarth al- -

But: unnl Mars Polar Lander is

: actuaﬂy confirmed dead and in-
. vestigators are able to determine
a cause, it is impossible to know
- how such a loss would affect fu-
‘ture missions, said Carl Pilcher,

‘NASA’s science director for so-

lar system exploration.

“There's no question be-
cause of the similarity of de-
signs ... if the lander were to
be lost, surely it would have
an impact on what we’re do-
ing in ’01,” he said. “What
that impact would be is im-
possible to say right now.”

The Sept. 23 loss of Climate
Orbiter will be felt more in how
future missions are run than how
the spacecraft are made.. Investi-
gators were critical of JPL for
failing to catch the error that
caused the $125 million probe to
burn up in the Martian atmo-
sphere.

- A report blamed the loss on a
failure to convert navigation data
from English units used by one
group of technicians to the metric
system used by a different team.
Investigators also found the or-
biter. program understaffed and
navigators lacking knowledge
about the spacecraft. Poor com-
munication between JPL and
Lockheed Martin also was cited.

. NASA added more engincers -
" to the Polar Lander flight team

Fut ure Mars missions face scrutiny

a where‘that rmght be used i in the -
,."future, saldSyivraleier,aMars
. program architect at NASA’s Jet
~Propulsion Laboratory. “We look -
. .at what might be needed to] be
Changed L :

and reviewed every aspect of

the mission; Anoiher reporthlI

“be issued Feb. 1 to address the
“isstig of future 1 mxssrons. Ll

The 2001 mission is near the

~end of deveiopmem in a phase
- ofintegration and testing, Miller
- said. A landeris tobe lainched

April 10 from Cape Canaveral,

_Fla.; while an orbiter will take

off March 30 from Vandenberg
Air Force Base near Santa Bar-
bara, Calif.

A-small rover — an exact
duplicate . of the ' Mars
Pathfinder’s Sojourner — wili

‘accompany the lander, Which

will carry mineralogy experi-
ments, a robotic arm and in-
struments to conduct the first
assessments of radiation on
Mars.

The orbiter will carry a
gamma-ray spectrometer that
willattemptto measure the abun-
dance of frozen water immedi-
ately beneath the surface —
something Polar Lander was
supposed to do locally near
Mars’ south pole.

Missions still under review

" for 2003 and 2005 would col-

lect soil and rock samples that
would be returned to Earth in
2008. '
One benefit of quick, inex-
pensive missions is that instru-
ments lost on one probe couid
be duplicated and squeezed onto
a future mission, Pilcher said. -
“Because we have a continu-
ing program, we have opportu-
nities torecover the science,” hie

- said.
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Online shoppers angry

NEW YORK (AP) — E-retail-
ers are turning tolive online chats
and other interactive customer
services for the holidays as more
shoppers abandon the mall for
the Web. Butit’s hardly the warm-
and-fuzzy experience some
people crave.

Online shoppers fed up with e-
mails that go unanswered and
800 numbers that eternally ring
busy are demanding instant as-
sistance at the click of a button.

“People get frustrated with the
level of customer service avail-
able,” said Seema Williams, an
e-commerce analyst for Forrester
Research in Cambridge, Mass.
“They're in a hurry.”

Two-thirds of all cyber-shop-
ping carts are abandoned before
transactions are complete, she said,
so Web operators that were preoc-
cupied with getting sites up and
running a year or two ago are now
honing in on customer service.

The apparel giants Lands’ End
and Eddie Bauer are among the
largest sites that use interactive
software connecting a customer
service representative to a shop-
per via on-screen “chat,” a two-
way dialogue that appears in a
tiny box when the shopper clicks
on an icomn.

‘The agent then synchronizes
her computer screen with the cus-
tomer and can “push” pages of
the Web site with the requested
information before the shopper’s
eyes. in addition to answering
questions about sizing, availabil-
ity and billing.

“It works, and it makes cus-
tomers happy,” said Bill Bass,
vice president of e-commerce for

Nordstrom 'S deparfment store Santa helps workers remove plywood
from the storefront windows Friday in Seattle. Rioting in response to the

Lands’ End, which added chat
and other live service options in
September and has heavily pro-
moted them offline.

It works sometimes, countered
Bob Chatham, another Forrester
analyst focused on e-commerce.
LivePerson.com, one of the com-
panies that sells the chat service,
tracks the live interactions and says
about 35 percent of customers who
use it buy after the experience.

Still, the service agents, some-
times handling up to four custom-
ers at a time, often depend on
scripted responses, and long
pauses are common.

*“It’s kind of clunky,” Chatham
said. “It’snot like talking to some-
body onthe phone. Thereisn’tthe
richness, there isn’t the pacing.
Often it’s slower than speaking
on the phone because the agents
are expected to handle multiple
chats simultaneously.”

Lands’ End’s other interactive
service options include the oppor-
tunity for a customer to type in a
telephone number so an agent can
callback,and“Shop WithaFriend,”
allowing two people at opposite
ends of the world to chat and show
pages to each other while their
screens are synchronized.

Some sites use the chat func-
tion in limited ways, to assist cus-
tomers filling out complicated
purchase forms. Others restrict
the chat service to customers and
clients looking to make high-ticket
purchases, such as $50,000 or
more in investments at the Fidel-
ity brokerage site. Intuit, which
owns the Quicken home finance
software, uses live chat for instal-
lation support.

WTO meetings in Seattle cost many businesses in terms of lost sales.

AP

Though chatting for fun has
been around for years, chatting to
boost profits is just emerging.

Only 2 percent of consumers
seeking online customer service
in the past six months have used
chat, while 70 percent used e-
mail and others used phones,
Forrester research said. Fewer
than 5 percent of the Web’s top
2,000 commercial sites offer cus-
tomer service chat, but forecast-

ers predict up to 90 percent of all
commercial sites eventually will
as a less expensive alternative to
telephone service.

LivePerson charges its 300 cli-
ents a onetime setup fee of $500,
plus $250 a month. Cisco Sys-
tems, whichrecently bought Web
Line Communications, sold
Lands’ End its software and
charges companies a onetime fee

of $1,500 to $2,500 per customer

service agent.

Robert LoCascio, the founder
of LivePerson, went into business
after an online experience shop-
ping for Dell computers wentsour.

“I was buying 10 computers for
about $40,000,” LoCascio said.
“]I filled out e-mail and they said
they'd get back to me witha quote,
and they never did. They lost my
e-mail. I wanted to spend $40,000
and they lost me.”

John Doyle a bl/nd student SCIent/st at McGill University in Montreal, Canada, demonstrates a touch-
feedback computer technology called TouchWeb during a visit to New York. TouchWeb adapts technology

to enable visually impaired people to surf the internet. Ap

Nazarene is ﬁndmg'peopie like

‘nient as well:

want to leave their cars,:

feel it is tacky, and 1 suppose
intellectually it is,” said Carla
Johnson, professor of commu-
nications at St. Mary’s College
in Notre Dame, Ind. “But from
the standpoint of they have a
message that they want to getto
as many people as they can ...
it’sa really good idea.” -

their religion qmck and conve—j_

This week; the church is clos-
ingitsparking Iotto setup adnvej o f
through Nativity. scene for those
who want to experience the “rue
meanmgokamstmas ”butdon 't g ,

. each telhng a part of the Chnst—:
“mas story, Inascene where shep-
“herds watch their flocks by mght

“1 suppose some peoplé will '

an angel is suspended in the air.

Many churcheshavehadtoturn

to secular-style marketing efforts
to attract a crowd, Johnson said.
“They'reusing the channelsthat

people are comfortable with.
They’re gmngyou somethmgyou v
. want 1o see and at the same time

. “He hadn’t beén in church
since he was aboy,” Kmtz said..
“Becatise] 1twas outSIde, he camc

. worth the work we go throug
 she said..

ada spxntua} Te- awakemng_

through it.”
The next year he pomayed
one of the shepherds,. she said.
“That one- person alone is

WASHINGTON (AP) — When
the sleds come out, the bikes go
away. But a physician who
checked figures on head injuries
resulting from sledding thinks part
of the bike equipment should stay.

It’s the helmet.

If America’s kids wear helmets
whenthey sled, thousands of head
injuries each year could be
avoided, said Dr. John R. Tongue
of Tualatin, Ore.

“Head injuries from sledding
are certainly preventable,” said
Tongue, who studied sled inju-
ries for the American Academy

Doctor: Klds on sleds need helmetéi:

of Orthopaedic Surgeons.

Datacompiled by the Consumer
Product Safety Commission show
that around 7,000 sledders ages
16 and below are taken to hospital
emergency rooms each year to be
treated for head injuries. “‘Forty-
three percent are brain injuries
and a third are serious, so you are
talking about a serious problem,”
Tongue said.

Other types of helmets also
could prevent injury, but bike
helmets are cheap, commonly
available and capable of doing
the job, Tongue said. “Bicycle

crashes occur at higher speeds
than sledding injuries,” he said.

The risk probably is greater
among younger kids, whose necks
are weak and heads are large com-
pared with the restof their bodies,
Tongue said. Besides, the younger
kids are newer to sledding and
probably are not paying as much
attention as they should to such
dangers as the sledders behind
them, he said.

Although bike helmets weren’t
created for sledding protection,
there are similarities in the types
of accidents.
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Japan economy shrinks

TOKYO (AP) — Japan’s
economy shrank more than ex-
pected in the July-September
quarter after two quarters of ex-
pansion, the government said
Monday, dealing a blow to the
country's hopes of emerging from
its worst economic slump in de-
cades.

The country’s gross domestic
product contracted 1.0 percent in
the three months that ended Sept.
30, the Economic Planning
Agency said.

A downturn was expected as
the effect of government spend-
ing measures wear thin and con-
sumer spendingremains stagnant,
butit was much larger that the 0.1
contraction predicted by econo-
mists surveyed by Dow Jones
Newswires.

Japan’s strong economic per-

formance in the last two quarters
had raised hopes that Prime Min-
ister Keizo Obuchi would be able
to fulfill his promise of delivering
0.5 percent growth in this fiscal
year, which ends in March.

GDP is the value of goods and
services produced within the
country.

The economy grew by 0.1 per-
centin April-June, after surging 2
percent in January-March.

Despite the grim economic data,
Japan’sbenchmark stock indexrose
sharply, gaining 1.4 percent in the
first half-hour of trading. Analysts
said investors were prepared foran
economic contraction.

Before the announcement of the
GDP data, economic planning
chief Taiichi Sakaiya said second
quarter growth would be “diffi-
cult” but that the government was

US president’s brother
performs in N. Korea

SEOUL, South Korea (AP) —
President Clinton’s half-brotherand
two dozen South Korean pop stars
performed a concert Sunday in
communist North Korea, singing
together hand-in-handandinviting
top performers from the North to
the stage, television reported.

Roger Clinton, a singer and
bandleader, arrived in the North
on Thursday with 37 South Ko-
rean pop stars and organizers to
perform in a 2,000-seat concert
hall in Pyongyang.

The U.S. State Department said
there was no official U.S. govern-
ment connection to Clinton’s visit.

Nevertheless, Clinton has man-
aged to meet high-ranking offi-

cials in Pyongyang and visit the

birthplace of late President Kim Il
Sung, media reported.

The private SBS-TV, a co-or-
ganizer of “The 2000 Peace and
Friendship Concert,” showed
Clinton and others singing to-
gether hand-in-hand in what
seemed to be the last part of the
concert. '

The North Korean audience,
shown briefly, clapped and sang
the song, “Our Wish is Unifica-
tion,” which is often sung at pro-
unification ceremonies in both
Koreas.

SBS said several top North
Korean performers also joined the
concert, which was sponsored by
the semiofficial Korean Asia-Pa-

cific Peace Committee.

The television station did not
give details on the concert, pend-
ing the airing of an edited, 70-
minute-long version of the con-
cert later this week.

On Saturday, Clinton met with
peace committee chairman Kim
Yong Sun, the news agency said.
Kim Yong Sunis also secretary of
North Korea’s ruling Korean
Workers’ Party and a confidant of
leader Kim Jong II.

The concert is one of several
cultural exchanges to break down
tense barriers between the com-
munist North and the capitalist
South, which were divided shortly
after the end of the World War II
in 1945. The two countries on the
Korean peninsula are technically
still at war, since their 1950-53
Korean War ended with an armi-
stice, not a peace treaty.

The reclusive North has been
shielding its people from the in-
fluence of the United States and
South Korea. It began opening up
in recent years, partly because it
badly needs food aid.

SBS earlier said Clinton and
the other singers had agreed to
perform for free.

The Korean Central News
Agency - the North’s overseas
news outlet - identified Clinton as
a U.S. pop singer, but did not
mention his relation with the U.S.
president.

Slnger Roger Clinton (5th from right) poses for a souvenir photo with
unidentified companions in front of the birthplace of North Korean late
leader Kim Il Sung in Pyongyang Friday. ap

confident that it could engineer

growththis year if the contraction .

was smaller than 0.5 percent.

At an annual pace, Japan’s
economy shrank 3.8 percent in
the quarter.

Last month, Japan’s Cabinet

announced a plan to take on a
record amount of debt to help
finance a $172.5 billion supple-
mentary budget to boost the
economy.

The package is aimed at help-
ing Japan’s economy grow this

fiscal year for the first time in
three fiscal years, but it has raised
fears that it will merely add to the
budget deficit without sparking
the consumer and corporate con-
fidence needed for a real eco-
nomic recovery.

An employee of SECOM robot institute, demonstrates the company’s newly developed robot that assists
disabled to dine in Tokyo Friday. By touching a button by cheek, laser is beamed on a control panel to operate
the robot arm to pick up a piece of food from plate or lunch box to your mouth. ap

Village Date
Chalan Kanoa  12/7/99
‘Koblerville 12/7/99
Dandan 12/14/99
Kagman 12/14/99
Tanapag 12/21/99
Garapan 12/21/99

ly Violence
Vﬂ age Meetings

ok ERCE u’*

The Famﬂy Violence Task Force will be sponsormg v1llage
meetings to give the community an opportunity to share concerns, make
suggestions, and learn more about family violence.
Let us work together to protect our families and community.

Schedule of Village Meetings:

Time Location
7-8 p.m. Karidat Youth Center
7-8 p.m. Lot Next to the Koblerville Fire Station
7-8 p.m. San Vicente Church Social Hall
7-8p.m. Kagman II Pavillion
7-8 p.m. Tanapag Elementary School
7-8 p.m. Kristo Rai Social Hall
o
e
\{\\%&\ * Why victims stay

* Effects of Domestic Violence on Children

* Available Services

* Legal Information
WE HOPE TO SEE YOU THERE!

For more information, please call any of the following:

Blumel Ada : 664-2355

John Aguon: 664-4583

Michelle Rasa: 322-7469
Jenny Villagomez: 664-4550

This project is supported by Grant No. 1999-WR-VX-0002 under the Rural Domestic
Violence and Child Victimization Enforcement Program received through a subgran!
award from the Criminal Justice Planning Agency Supervisory Cotuncil,
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MIDDLE EAST

Ross arrives in Mideast

RAMALLAH, West Bank (AP)
— U.S. Mideast peace envoy
Dennis Ross heard demands from
Israeli and Palestinian officials
Sunday in meetings aimed at pav-
ing the way for a visit by Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Albright.

Albright. who will arrive Tues-
day.is being asked tointervene in
a host of issues. including the
expansion of Israeli settlements
in the West Bank, an overdue

troop withdrawal and a tight
timeline for a final peace agree-
ment.

Ross and Palestinian leader
Yasser Arafat discussed setile-
ments and sticking points in ne-
gotiations during their 2 1/2 hour
meeting in the West Bank town of
Ramallah.

The envoy was to meet Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak early
Monday in a gathering closed to

the media. Ross also met with
Palestinian and Israeli negotia-
tors.

“I told him (Ross) that it would
be impossible for us ... to hold
negotiations while settlement ac-
tivities continue,” Palestinian ne-
gotiator Yasser Abed Rabbo said.

Ross said Albright would try to
“shape the environment in such a
way as to make progress likely”
to help meet a February deadline

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat (center) sits in Bethlehem between religious leaders during the kickoff
ceremony of the Palestinian Millennial celebrations Saturday. The ceremony marked the beginning of
Palestinian celebrations of the millennium. AP

Israel, Muslims in a heated

dispute over Jerusalem shrine

JERUSALEM (Reuters) —Is-
rael said on Sunday it ordered
Muslim religious authorities at
the most sensitive holy site in
Jerusalem to stop construction
work which Israeli officials
charged had damaged archaeo-
logical relics.

The dispute. over creating an
emergency exit in an under-
ground chamber at the Temple
Mount, a shrine Muslims call
al-Haram al-Sharif, threatened
towidenreligious riftsinJerusa-
lem as it prepares for an influx
of millennial pilgrims.

“Saturday. when the un-
equivocal message was passed
tothemnot to continue the work,
they stopped it.” said Haim
Ramon, an Israeli cabinet min-
ister.

But Ikrima Sabri, the Pales-
tine Liberation Organization-
appointed mufti, or top Muslim
religious official in Jerusalem,
denied receiving any Israeli ul-
timatum.

Israeli officials and archae-
ologists had said relics were
damaged in the building work
at the esplanade, which houses
the Dome of the Rock and al-
Agsa mosque, Islam’s third ho-

liest shrine, and served as the
site of the biblical Jewish
Temples.

Ramon told Israel’s Channel
One television that the govern-
ment had approved an emer-
gency exit but the Muslim reli-
gious trust had violated tacit
understandings by expanding
the dimensions of the opening.

The Temple Mountis a source
of sharp religious tensions and
a spark for potential violence
whenever either side suspects
the other of tampering with a
fragile status quo.

Bloodshed erupted three years
ago when then Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
ordered an entrance punched
into a tourist tunnel near the
compound.

Sixty Palestinians and 15 Is-
raelis were killed in ensuing gun
battles in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip.

Sabri said he had not heard of
any contacts between the Israeli
government and the religious
trust on stopping work in the

. underground chamber, gener-

ally known as Solomon’s
Stables but which Muslimsiden-
tify as the seventh century

Marwani mosque.

“We do not see any reason for
halting the renovation work or
fornotremoving the debris from
the corridors. The safety of wor-
shippers requires that we take
the rubble away,” Sabri told
Reuters.

“Al Agsa is an Islamic affair
and the Israeli government and
the Israelis have no right what-
soever to interfere,” he said.

Jerusalem’s Israeli mayor,
Ehud Olmert, has also chal-
lenged the construction work
and threatened to seek a court
injunction.

But Ramon said Olmert, a
leader of the main opposition
right-wing Likud party, knew
that the issue was extremely
sensitive and realized he
‘“can’t take any action without
coordination with the govern-
ment.”

Israel captured Arab East’
Jerusalem, including the Old
City with its major holy sites, in
the 1967 Middle East war and
claims all of Jerusalem as its
“united, eternal capital.”

Palestinians reject the claim
and want EastJerusalem as capi-
tal of a future state.

for a framework agreement for a
final peace treaty.

Abed Rabbo and his Israeli
counterpart Oded Eran were to
meet Monday morning to discuss
the framework agreement, and
Ross was to join them later.

Israeli and Palestinian negotia-
tors met without Ross at the lwaha
resort in the Gaza Stripon Sunday
but failed to reach agreement on
an overdue Israeli withdrawal
from S percent of the West Bank.
Barak's office said he would raise
theissue in hismeeting with Ross,

The Palestinians want more
densely populated areas, while

Israelinsists ithasthe solerightto .

decide which land to hand over.

Palestinian negotiator Saeb
Erekat said he gave the Israelis a
document outlining the Palestin-
ian position on another expected
troop pullout, the third phase of
withdrawal under the Oslo peace
accords.

Erekat called an additional 500
bids for construction in the settle-
ments, announced Sunday, “dan-
gerous and harmful to the peace
process.”

Peace Now,adovishsettlement
watchdog group, said this latest
round of bids increased the num-
ber of housing units to receive
final approvalunder Barak’s five-
month tenure to 3,196. That al-
ready exceeds the yearly average
of units finalized by Barak’s hard-
line predecessor, Benjamin
Netanyahu, a statement from the
Israeli organization said.

Dennis Ross

Officialsin Barak’s government
have tried to distance themselves
from such building plans, saying
that they are all projects approved
under previous governments.

Israeli Minister for Jerusalem
Affairs, Haim Ramon, said
Albright’s visit was intended to
advance talks on a final peace
treaty, not intervene in disputes
over so-called interim issues like
the housing tenders or the with-
drawal.

Meanwhile, inthe divided West
Bank town of Hebron, Palestin-
ians protested what they said was
the army’s confiscation of their
land near the Jewish enclave of
Tel Romeida for a road around
the site.

The Israeli army spokesman
denied any land was being con-
fiscated or that any residents
had to move, saying in a state-
ment that the army was building
a wall on public land to protect
the enclave.

and air attacks against his coun-
try, similar to those in Decem-
ber last year.

Baghdad on Saturday refused
the U.N. Security Council's one-
week extension of the oil-for-
food program, which allows Iraq
to sell a. limited amount of oil

people.
“Anything smular to thls ex-

past ? Hamdoon saxd inaninter-
view. .

one-week extension to

- Theoil program,under which

barrels of crude a day, has al-

and Britain launcbmg, issile
“council members 1o vote.on a
" comprehensive decision on Irag

* tors back into the country.

“tions for:its:invasion of Kuwaxt
in 1990, has already re:;v:;ctedi the

tarian supplies for the Iraqx . draft,

over six months to buy humani- -

- U.S. and UK fo try to pressure
tension that comes up, we will three permanemmem rs, Rus-.
rejggt_ppnot deal with it unless g
they do the. routine and usual
renewal which we had in the

Tragsaid the Umted States had
orchestrated the decision ¢ ona

other council members to agree -
on 2 broader resolution on  Irag.

Traq has sold up to 2.4 million |

ways worked in phases of six

that - would suspend nine-year-
old U.N. sanctions in return for
allowing U.N. weapons inspec-

Baghdad, under UN. sanc-

“Thzé is dnly a ploy for the

WORLD

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 7, 1999 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-21

Castro wants Cuban boy back

HAVANA (AP) — President Fi-
del Castro demanded Sunday that
the United States return a boy
rescued at sea to his father in
Cuba within 72 hours, warning
that the Cuban people were losing
patience and soon would begin
mass demonstrations.

Waving Cuban flags and chant-
ing political slogans, about 500
members of the Communist Youth
held the first such protest Sunday
night outside the U.S. Interests
Section in Havana — the Ameri-
can government’s Cuban mission.

“There will be millions of
people in the streets demanding
the boy’s freedom,” Castro said,
according to state radio and tele-
vision. “Itis difficult to hold back
the population with the state of
irritation” generated by the case
of 5-year-old Elian Gonzalez.

Castro accused the U.S. gov-
ernment of kidnapping Elian, who
was found clinging to an inner
tube floating off the coast of
Florida. He promised a “battle for
world opinion” to bring the child
home.

In an unusual move Sunday,
the Cuban government stationed
several dozen soldiers outside the
U.S. Interests Section in Havana.
Typically, there are about four

LONDON (Reuters)— The Irish
Republican Army, holding to a
cease-fire in its guerrilla war
against British rule in Northern
Ireland, confirmed Sunday that
its go-between had met disarma-
ment monitors for the first time.

“The IRA leadership confirms
thata meeting between our repre-
sentative and the IICD (Indepen-
dent International Commission of
Decommissioning) has taken
place in line with our commit-
ment of the 17th of November to
appoint a representative to enter
intodiscussions with GeneralJohn
de Chastelain and the IICD,” the
IRA said in a statement.

“It is anticipated that further
discussions will take place.”

The two-sentence IRA state-
ment, givento British state broad-

Fidel Castro

soldiers outside the mission.

“Elian, our friend! Cubais with
you!” the young communists
chanted during an hourlong dem-
onstration. “Fidel! Fidel! Fidel!”

The reason for the move was
notclear; generally there are only
about four soldiers outside the
mission. Calls requesting com-
ment from the mission were re-
ferred to Washington.

State Department spokesman
James P. Rubin said last week
that Cuba had asked the U.S. mis-
sion in Havana on Nov. 27 for the
child’s return. But the case was
referred to the Florida state courts
because they take precedence in
custody disputes, he said.

Greeting the Cuban delegation

Cbns demonstrate i fnt of the U.S. issron to Haana temand the return to Cuba of 5—yer—o d Elian
Gonzalez, Sunday. President Fidel Castro demanded Sunday that the US return the boy rescued at sea to
his father in Cuba within 72 hours. AP

caster BBC and Irish state broad-
caster RTE, did not name the rep-
resentative orsay where and when
the meeting happened.

Britain’s Sunday Mirror tab-
loid named the go-between as
jailed IRA bombmaker Padraig
Wilson and said he held secret
talks with de Chastelain, a retired
Canadian army general, in the
town of Dundalk Saturday.

It said Wilson would soon be
released from prison to take the
lead role in the negotiations.

Prison officials dismissed the
reports that Wilson had been
released over the weekend.

The IRA, which traditionally
has viewed disarmament as tan-
tamount to surrender, has not
committed itself to handing in
its arsenal of guns and bombs.

at the airport upon their return
from the World Trade Organiza-
tion meeting in Seattle, Castro
blamed the U.S. government for
the boating accident, which killed
Elian’s mother. The Coast Guard
has said 13 people were aboard
and 10 died, while Cuban offi-
cials said 14 people were in the
boat.

The overloaded powerboat they
had been traveling in sank during
the 90-mile crossing to Florida.
The boy was found Nov. 25 just
off Fort Lauderdale. The U.S.
Coast Guard described the inci-
dentasacaseofillegal alien smug-
gling.

“The United States is the only
one responsible for the tragedies
produced by illegal departures,”
Castro said of the accident.

Elian’s father, Juan Miguel
Gonzalez, 31, said his ex-wife
took his son out of Cuba with-
out his knowledge. Castro said
the child’s stepfather, who
also died in the accident, had
organized the smuggling op-
eration.

Elian’s father and four grand-
parents have asked Cuba’s For-
eign Ministry for help in getting
the boy back. The U.S. govern-

ment has released the boy to his

But its decision to appoint a
go-between with de Chastelian’s
commission is one of the most
crucial steps in the step-by-step
process to bring a lasting peace
to Northern Ireland after decades
of sectarian strife.

Although mistrust still runs
high between the majority Prot-
estant and minority Roman
Catholic communities, the Brit-
ish province’s rival politicians
joined hands in a new govern-
ment after London handed
home-rule powers to Belfast last
week.

The Irish government did its
part to move the process for-
ward last Thursday by formally
adopting constitutional changes
that abandon Dublin’s territo-
rial clalm 1o Northem Ireland

Elian Gonzalez

great-aunt and great-uncle in
Miami.

American officials said a
Florida state court should de-
cide whether Elian should be
raised in the United States or
returned to his father and grand-
parents in Cuba. But Cuban au-
thorities rejected this, saying
they did not trust the “corrupt
judges” in a state where anti-
Castro exiles hold political
sway.

Castro said he was infuriated
by the way his enemies in Mi-
ami had embraced the custody
case as their own, and criticized
television images of the child
surrounded by toys and wearing
a T-shirt of the Cuban-Ameri-

can National Foundation — his
politically influential nemesis.

U.S. legal experts said what
may have to be resolved are
two conflicting principles —
the child’s custody, which in
most cases is granted to the
surviving biological parent, and
his immigration status. The
Cuban Readjustment Act of
1966 grants any Cuban who
reaches American soil the right
to stay.

The conflict comes just a
week before U.S.-Cuba migra-
tion talks in Havana. Under
current agreements, the U.S.
government was to stop accept-
ing Cubans picked up at sea. In
turn, Cuba promised to prevent
illegal departures, following the
1994 summer exodus of tens of
thousands of Florida-bound
rafters.

Cuba has complained that
U.S. authorities have not done
enough on their side to stop the
growing wave of immigrant
smuggling.

The two countries have no
diplomatic relations, and the
United States maintains anearly
four-decade-old trade embargo
against Cuba aimed at toppling
Castro.

KIEV, Ukraine (Reuters) —
Ukrainian President Leonid
Kuchma leaves for a trip to west-
em Europe, Russiaand the United
States Sunday to meet key part-
ners of his country on his first
visit abroad since starting a sec-
ond term in office.

Kuchma’s schedule includes
meetings with President Clinton,
European Commission President
RomanoProdi and Russian Presi-
dent Boris Yeltsin for talks ex-
pected to focus on economic re-
forms and renewing International
Monetary Fund (IMF) loans.

“It is clear why he’s going to
the European Union as integra-
tion into the European Unionis a
strategic goal for Ukraine,”
spokesman Olexander
Martynenko told Reuters.

“Russia is important as our
neighbor and strategic partner
and the United States also, as a
strategic partner, and France asa
country with significant weight
in the European Community.”

In his inauguration speech last
week, Kuchma revisited the
theme of steering the economi-
cally depressed and financially
strapped country toward EU
membership
- However, Kuchma will be
mindful of EU officials’ criticism
that few real steps on integration
into the bloc have been taken as he
heads for talks with Prodi in Brus-
sels on December S.

Kuchma has also said it was
crucial to have strong ties with
both Ukraine’s former master and
key trade partner Russiaand with
the United States, which annu-
ally gives Ukraine the third larg-

Ukraine’s Kuchma off
to meet key partners

Leonid Kuchma

est slice of its foreign aid pie.

This theme would be discussed
when Kuchma flies to Russia to
meet Yeltsin and Prime Minister
Vladimir Putin on December 6.

Meetings in France with Presi-
dent Jacques Chirac and French
businessmen would follow on De-
cember 7 before Kuchma arrives in
Washington on December 8.

He was due tomeet Clinton and
Vice-President Al Gore and take
part in a meeting of the Kuchma-
Gore commission, which would
focus on reform strategy among
other bilateral issues.

Kuchma was also due to meet
Michel Camdessus, managing

_director of Ukraine’s key donor

the International Monetary Fund.

The IMF has suspended fund-
ing to the cash-strapped former
Sovietstate over lagging reforms
and a controversial tax.

Persuading Camdessus to get
the Fund to renew loans is critical
for Ukraine, which faces foreign
debts of $3.2 billion compared
with just $1.3 billion in foreign
currency reserves and minimal
direct foreign investment.
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LIFESTYLE / ENTERTAINMENT

Conner, Wonder honored

WASHINGTON (AP) — Actor
Sean Connery, the original James
Bond, and 90-year-old Victor
Borge, the pianist-comedian who
debuted at age 10, were joining
three other performing arts stars
recognized Sunday for their ca-

reer achievements.

This year’s Kennedy Center
Honors recipients, including
singer-songwriter Stevie Wonder,
dancer Judith Jamison and actor
Jason Robards, were gathering for
a White House reception and then

President Clinton reaches out to honoree, actor Sean Connery, to
shake his hand as first lady Hillary watches, during ceremonies for
Kennedy Center Honors Sunday at the John F. Kennedy Center for the
Performing Arts in Washington. ap

an evening gala at Washington’s
showcase performing arts center.

Honorees traditionally do not
take the stage at the Kennedy
Center. Butthe complete program
remains secret until showtime. It
will air Dec. 29 on CBS.

Connery, 69, and Robards, 77,
were honored for their expansive
acting careers.

Connery, a Scot, is best known
for his role during three decades
as Agent 007 in films based on
Ian Fleming’s novels. He has be-
come a classic action hero and
won an Academy Award in 1987
for “The Untouchables.”

Robards has performed in stage
dramas from Shakespeare to
Harold Pinter. He won back-to-
back Academy Awards for his
portrayals of The Washington
Post’sBenBradleein 1976’s “All
the President’s Men” and novel-
ist Dashiell Hammett in 1977’s
“Julia.”

Borge, who turns 91 next

SGMA. . ..

Continued from page 3

the program, they must apply to
participate and agree to develop a
formal safety and health program
closely following the guidelines
of OSHA for their factories and
dormitories.

They need to agree to allow the .

federal agency toinspect their pre-
mises without any delay in the
event of a catastrophe, fatality,
and complaint or referral.

In return, the agency will limit
itsinspections on compliance with
the program and provide training

to assist in the effort. OSHA will,

however, still continue its legal
mandate to probe injuries in the
workplaces, including investigat-
ing bothsigned andunsigned com-
plaints that were not resolved by
employers -under the company
program.

Pierce said a number of provi-
sions encourage the involvement
of employees in the safety and
sanitation of their work and living
places, including the mandatory
establishment of a joint employer
and employee safety and health
committee.

Pierce said that as stated under
the agreement, aslong as the com-
pany is meeting the intention of
the partnership, “OSHA will con-
duct focused verification inspec-

tions in lieu of programmed in-
spections.”

He said the program is a break-
through for the SGMA, noting
that there had been many misun-
derstandings in the past by gar-
ment firms on the purpose and
legal basis of OSHA's inspec-
tions.

Pierce said that““what this agree-
ment shows, once again, is that
those officials who work with us
everyday on the ground, on
Saipan, know that they can trust
us.

“They're well aware of progress
that has been and continues to be
made. It’s too bad the politics
back there make it impossible for
them to say it,” said Pierce.
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Goru Pop/Gaby

EXTEND OUR MOST SINCERE GRATITUDE AND PROFOUND
APPRECIATION TO ALL OUR FAMILIES, RELATIVES AND FRIENDS FOR
THE CONTINUOUS PHYSICAL AND SPIRITUAL SUPPORT DURING OUR

TIME OF MOURING, AND SORROW. YOUR KIND EXPRESSION OF
SYMPATHY AND PERSONAL HELP EXTENDED TO US ON THE LOSS OF
OUR BELOVED FATHER, GRANDFATHER, GREAT GRANDFATHER, AND

BROTHER HAVE BEEN MOST COMFORTING AND TOUCHING.
THANK YOU SINCERELY FOR SHARING IN OUR SORROW.
YOUR PRESENCE AT THE NIGHTLY ROSARIES, FUNERAL MASS AND
ON THE FINAL RESTING PLACE IS GREATLY APPRECIATED AND WILL
ALWAYS BE REMEMBERED.

WE WILL REMEMBER YOU IN OUR HEARTS AND PRAYERS

Un. ."Zangkulu Na S %/m Mea'ade

THE FAMILY

.

month, made his debut as a 10-
year-old soloist with the
Copenhagen Philharmonic in the
city where he was bomn."

Celebrated at home for his
musical humor before age 30,
Borge was blacklisted by Hitler
for his barbs about the Nazis.
Borge fled to the United States
in 1940 and soon was perform-
ing with Ed Sullivan and Bing
Crosby.

At 49, Wonder is the youngest
of this year’s honorees. Blind
since birth, Wonder signed a con-
tract at 11 with Motown and be-

gan turning out hit records as
“Little Stevie Wonder.”

Wonder has used his music to
encourage racial harmony and to
fight famine. His career includes
an Oscar for “I Just'Called to Say
I Love You” and 17 Grammy
Awards,

Jamison, 56, is a dancer, chore-
ographer and teacher who has led
the Alvin Ailey American Dance
Theater since its founder died in
1989. She was the company’s big-
geststarfor 15 years. Evenso, she
often warned, “Don’t call me a
star. Call me a dancer.”

Entertainer Jennifer Lopez accepts the Most Fashionable Female
Artist award at the VH1 Fashion Awards Sunday in New York. ap

Guam...

Continued from page 3
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lic official or public employee of
the government, from represent-
ing private clients before the
courts.

If the court adopted the defen-
dants’ interpretation of the Act,
the judge said, not only would
Atalig and Arriola be disquali-
fied, but the Assistant AG, whois
representing defendants sued in
their personal capacity, would also
be disqualified.

Manibusan said the AAG could
no represent Kara and other de-
fendants as the Act limits his rep-
resentation solely to the govern-
ment entity that is his principal
employer.

Applying the Act to this case,
the judge said, the only named
defendant the AAG would be able
to defend is the CNMI govern-
ment.

The court noted that the indi-
vidual defendants are sued in their
personal capacity and is hard
pressed to equate these individu-
alsas synonymous with the CNMI
government.

“Thus, it is this court’s opinion
that such an interpretation of the
Act as advanced by the defen-
dants is illogical both on its face
andinits application,” he stressed.

Manibusan said Atalig does not
have an attorney-client relation-
ship with the BPL considering

thathe merely serves as amember
of that Board.

Therefore, he stressed, there is
no possibility of a conflict of in-
terest as prescribed in the ABA
Model Rulesof Professional Con-
duct.

The judge said Atalig by virtue
of his position as special masterin
‘Hillblom case, is not acting as an
advocate againstanyone involved
in that matter.

Thus, Manibusan pointed out,
Atalig is not representing the
plaintiffs adversely against other
clients, and there is nothing in the
record to indicate that there is a
conflict of interest involved in his
representation.

“Rather, defendants have re-

" lied upon an illogical interpreta-

tion of the Act to support the
pending disqualification motion,
and have pointed to no actual or
apparentconflicts involved inthis
representation,” he said.

With regard to Arriola,
Manibusan said the lawyer is a
member of the Board of Parole
and the same he does not have an
attorney-client relationship with
this entity.

Manibusan also determined that
Arriola’s contract with the Legis-
lative Bureau, Legislature, cre-
ates an attorney-client relation-
ship solely with the Senate and
that such a representation does
not create an attorney-client rela-
tionship with the entire govern-
ment.
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NEW YORK (AP) — Y2K
talk is everywhere. The Year
2000 bug has spawned several
books, countless articles in
magazines and newspapers,
even a TV movie. It’s enriched
computer programmers and ad-
visers.

The Commerce Department
estimates that government and

than $100 billion by 2001 in the
United States alone.

So what exactly is Y2K, and
what should you do about it?
Here’s a basic guide:

Q. What is Y2K all about?

A. Y2K stands for Year 2000
and commonly refers to com-
puter problems that might arise
from a programming practice
of using only two digits to rep-
resent a year.

Programmers adopted the
technique decades ago to save
memory, which was expensive
at the time.

At the end of this year, “99”
willroll over to “00,” much like
a car odometer that has reached
its limit. If left uncorrected,
computers might misread “00”
for 1900 in the new year, dis-
rupting systems that run power
grids, control traffic lights and
perform other key tasks.

Q. What is being done about
it?

grammers have examined tril-
lions of lines of computer code,
looking for date references and
fixing the coding when neces-

sary.

businesses will have spentmore -

A. Over several years, pro- .

Despite all the time and money,
Y2K experts donot expect to fin-
ish the job.

So, for less-critical systems,
governments and businesses have
come up with alternative ways to
do the same tasks.

Also, they are planning for the
unexpected, in case some date
references were overlooked. With
such contingencies in place, wide-
spread disruptions are unlikely,
although sporadic outages are
possible.

Q.Idon'tevenuse a computer,
so  have nothing to worry about,
right?

A. No. Older video cassette re-
corders might not record your fa-
vorite shows. Home burglar
alarms might cease to function.

Some coffee makers and mi-
crowave ovens have chipsinthem,
although those appliances tend to
care less what year it is.

At any rate, check with manu-
facturers for guidance. Even if all
of your appliances are OK, you
could be susceptible to problems
beyond your control.

For instance, an errant com-
puter elsewhere might send you a
bill for all charges in the 20th
century, thinking your last pay-
ment was in 1900.

Utilities, banks, credit cards,
phones and airplanes all depend
heavily on computers.

Q. So should I cancel all my
travel and withdraw all my money
from the bank?

A. That might have been good
advice had private industries not

. addressed the issue.

But government officials are
confident that the major systems
have been fixed to correctly read
the year.

In fact, extreme behavior such
as stuffing cash under a mattress
might cause shortages unrelated
to Y2K and make you more vul-
nerable to crime.

That is not to say nothing will
go wrong, either. Minor glitches
are likely at the local level and
with smaller businesses, and Y2K
experts advise planning for tem-
porary disruptions the way you
would for an approaching winter
storm or hurricane.

And if traveling abroad, check
the State Department’s Web site
at travel.state.gov/y2kca.html.
Some foreign countries are less
prepared than the United States.

Q. What can I do to help?

A_Planforpotential problems -
and plan early. That means mak-
ing sure you have fresh batteries
for flashlights and radio, as well
as stocks of nonperishable food
and water.

This way, should there be ac-
tual disruptions, you won't tax

the emergency response system
with your needs.

Andby planningearly, you help
prevent lines and shortages that
procrastinators might cause.

There is no need to overreact,
either. Hoarding drugs, food and
other supplies could also cause
artificial shortages.

One other thing: Try to avoid
picking up the phone just after
midnight to check for a dial tone.
If everyone does that, the phone
network could be overwhelmed.

Q. I've heard that government
officials will be monitoring Y2K
problems all day Dec. 31. Why so
early?

A. Midnight strikes the Repub-
lic of Kiribati in the South Pacific
when it is 5 a.m. Dec. 31 in New
York. Midnight then hits Austra-
lia, Asia, Europe and eventually
the United States. That doesn’t
mean you need to only pay atten-
tion to your local time.

Many systems, including air
traffic control, use a standard of
Greenwich time, which is five
hours ahead of Eastern time.

After all, planes fly across time
zones so quickly, it would be im-
practical - and even dangerous -
for pilots to have to change their
clocks while airborne.

Q. What if the power goes out
or the ATM won’t give me cash?

A. Don’t assume it’s a Y2K
failure, and don’t assume it's a
problemeverywhere. Power goes
out all the time, and the electric
companies have backup systems
in place and can borrow power
from neighboring utilities.

Guide to Y2K computer trouble

If an ATM doesn’t work, go
to another a few blocks away.

Q. So if  wake up on Jan. 1,
and nothing went wrong, then
should I assume that Y2K was
much ado about nothing?

A. Notreally. Although com-
puter failures are most likely to
appear at midnight Dec. 31,
Y2K troubles aren’t restricted
tothatsecond oreventhat week-
end.

In fact, a few problems have
already surfaced. Some federal
agencies had minor trouble on
Oct, 1, the start of fiscal 2000.

And in Maine, motor-vehicle
officials mistakenly classified
model 2000 cars as pre-1916
“horseless carriages.”

Pay attention to Monday, Jan.
3, the first business day of the
new year. Some problems could
also crop up as businesses go
through the first billing cycle
for 2000.

Feb. 29 is another key date:
Some computers mightnotrec-
ognize 2000 as a leap year be-
cause years that end in “00”
usually aren’t.

Q. Where can I get more in-
formation?

A. President Clinton’s advi-
sory group has an Internet site
at www.y2k.gov and atoll-free
number: 1-888-USA-4-Y2K.

The American Red Cross has
information at
www.redcross.org/disaster/
safety/y2k.html. Both groups
offer brochures, as do many
other private organizations and
government agencies.

Y2K efforts have now shifted towards making people ready

'NEW YORK (AP) — After
'spending years and billions of dol-

lars to get business and govern-
ment ready for Y2K, one main
task remains: To make you ready.

Sohere’s some advice from the
folks who clean up after floods,
hurricanes and tornadoes: Treat
the computer bug as you would an
approaching storm. As the year
ends, the focus shifts from getting
computers ready to getting people
prepared.

Tests and simulations suggest
that there’s little need to worry
about widespread disruptions, but
sporadic glxtchesare likely - some-
where.

“No one can say what will hap-
pen,” warns Rocky Lopes, the top
disaster educator at the American
Red Cross.

“It’s always a good idea to be
prepared for anything that may
disrupt your life.” That’s sound
advice for natural disasters, he
says, as well as“any consequences
that Y2K may bring along.”

Y2K expertsdonotadvise buy-
ing months of food, drugs and
other supplies. In fact, overreac-
tion could lead to shortages unre-
lated to Y2K glitches.

The Red Cross does encourage

. families to take stock of supplies.

Put fresh batteries in flashlights
and radios, and get a first aid kit.

PN

Gather extra blankets, coats and
hats to keep warm. Top off the
tank of gas.

Get a refill on prescriptions
when you have a five- to seven-
day supply left. Families should
also stock several days’ worth of
nonperishable food and water - a
gallon per person per day is a good
guideline.

Have portable cooking devices
onhand. And do all this as early as
possible to beat any last-minute
rush. Also, getextrasupplies where
local governments do not appear
ready. But, no, don’t withdraw all
your money from the bank.

Some banks will open on New

Year's Day to counter perceptions
- unfounded, the bankers say - that
ATMs may malfunction.

Even Alan Greenspan, chairman
of the Federal Reserve, recom-
mends taking only enough for a
normal holiday weekend and warns

- that too much cash could tempt

muggers. President Clinton’s Y2K
advisory council has a 31-page
pamphlet to help individuals pre-
pare, as well as a toll-free informa-
tion line - 1-888-USA-4-Y2K -
and a Web site at www.y2k.gov.
The Red Cross has already dis-
tributed more than 20 million bro-
chures. Other government and pri-
vate groups have Web sites and

ROUTE MANAGER
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¢ A proven track record
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» Effective written & oral skills
* Ability to meet weekly deadlines
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Apply at
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brochures-as well.

Among other tips:

-Check with manufacturers of
personal computers, security sys-
tems and other electronic equip-
ment to make sure they will work
properly.

Many fixes for PCs are avail-
able on the Internet. Also, back up
computer files and install software
to block viruses.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANAISLANDS

IN THE MATTER OF

MARK STEVEN MARTINEZ
Petitioner,

Civil Action No. FCD -CN-99-
0487

NOTICE

Mark Steven Martinez petitioned
the Court for an order changing his
legal name to Mark Steven Nauta.

Pleasc take notice that a hearing
in this matter will be held on Decem-
ber 27, 1999 at 9:00 a.m. day of the
Commonwealth Superior Court in
Saipan, CNMI Courtroom ___ for
the purpose of changing the name of
petitioner.

/s/CLERK of the Above-cntitled Court

FOR SALE
401t Dry Container

Good Condition
Please contact: Kenny at 234-7243

- FOR RENT
(2) Bedroom, (1) Bedroom Apartment,
Fully Fumished, Laundry Room, Security Gate w/
Intercom, 24 hrs. hot water, High quality and cheap
price. Located in Koblervilie.
Modem Apartment
Contact person: Mr. Wu 283-8484 or page 2344228

Wood Working Business
Fa AR
Established Cabinet Shop, Excellent

Reputation, Same Location Since 1986,

All equipment & inventory $45,000/offer
Phone/Fax 322-3221

HOUSE FOR RENT

-SAN JOSE .

ALY FURNISHED

24 HRS. WATER w/HOT & COLD.
Tel. 234-90838

name: CHE SHAO HONG

Nationality: Chinese
FOR SALE

||\
VER-REEI
DO.0U

CALL: 234-2639
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' DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication

|NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incorrect, call us
immediately fo make the necessary corrections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsible only for one incomect insertion. We
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad af any fime.

¥ ‘,

" Job Vacancy
Announcement

PUBLIC NOTIGE

All interested resident workers are
urged to register at the
Dept. of Labor & immigration,
Division of Employment Services for
the job/s being advertised in which
you are qualified and available.
For further assistance,
please call Alfred A. Pangelinan at
Tel. 664-2078.

02 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER-Salary:
$3.50-6.50 per hour plus $425.00 per
month housing allowance

High school graduate; 3 Years experi-
ence required

Contact: DFS Saipan Limited Tel. 234-
6615(12/7)T817900

01 GRAPHIC ARTIST-Salary: $3.50 per
hour

Contact: YOUNIS ART STUDIO, INC.
dba Marianas Variety News & Views Tel.
234-6341(12/7)T81803

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary: $ 3.05 per
hour

Contact: AMERICAN FUCHENG COR-
PORATION Tel. 233-9668(12/7)T33588

03 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Salary:
$3.05 per hour

03 JANITOR-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: DINO/LETTY A. JONES dba
D/L Personnel Service Supply Tel. 322-
5389(12/7)T33589

01 WAREHOUSE WORKER-Saiary:
$4.55 per hour

01 CIVIL ENGINEER-Salary: $700.00-
800.00 per month

01 PLUMBER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: JG Sablan Realty & Construc-
tion Co., Inc. Tel. 234-3221(12/
7)T33590

02 DELIVERY ROUTE-Salary: $3.05
per hour

Contact: JG SABLAN WATER & ICE
INC. Tel. 234-3219(12/7)T33591

01 MECHANIC, MARINE ENGINE-Sal-
ary: $600.00 -1,500.00 per month
Contact: BIG BOY MARINE SPORTS
INC., dba Big Boyz Il Marine Tel. 234-
3358(12/7)T33592

02 WASHING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary: $3.05 per hour

01 WELDER-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: HIP SHING (SAIPAN) Tel. 322-
8989

02 BEAUTICIAN-Salary:$3.35-3.60 per
hour

Contact: STANLEY C. & JUANNET G.
TORRES dba Juanny's Beauty Salon
Tel. 288-7686 33604

04 FISHERMEN-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: RAY FALCON dba D&C Fish
Market Tel. 235-1535(12/14)T33675

01 ELECTRICIAN—Salary:$3.50 per
hour

Contact: MARIANAS PARAMOUNT
CORP. Tel. 233-4030(12/14)T33664

01 ELECTRICIAN BUILDING-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

01 ELECTRICIAN BUILDING-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.50 per hour

Contact: NHZEK! INTERNATIONAL
SAIPAN CO., LTD. Tel. 234-5050(12/
14)T81907

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$4.00 per
hour

Plus $100.00 housing allowance.
Contact: BLT AMUSEMENT INC. dba
Fun Zone Tel. 322-4577(12/14)T33669

01 SINGER-Salary:$4.50 per hour
Contact: FELIPE Q. MAHINAY dba
Mahinay Production & Promotion Tel.
235-9517(12/14)T33670

01 CAMERA OPERATOR-Salary:$3.50
per hour

Contact: MARIANA SPORT CLUB, INC.
dba M.S.C. Tel. 233-0670(12/
14)T33663

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.50 per hour

Contact: MICRONESIAN INVEST-
MENT INT'L. dba Marianas Postal Ser-
vices Tel. 234-8491(12/14)T33665

01 COOK-Salary:$3.20 per hour

Plus $50.00 housing allowance.
Contact: ROWENA L. O'CONNOR dba
K's Dimsum & Noodle House Tel. 234-
3307(12/14)781895

.01 WAITRESS (RESTAURANT)-Salary:
$3.05 per hour
02 COOK-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: JNM KINTOL INC. dba Auntie
Mag's Diner Tel. 288-0375(12/
6)M33579

01 (SERVICE CUSTOMER) MAN-
AGER-Salary:$9.62 per hour

Contact: 3-H CORPORATION dba Tapo
Shopping Tel. 234-2500(12/21)T33766

01 MAINTENANCE REPAIRER, BLDG.
-Salary: $4.00-4.50 per hour

Contact: SEAFIXINCORPORATED Tel.
322-0997(12/7)T33593

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Salary:
$800.00 per month

01 CUSTOM TAILOR-Salary: $3.05 per
hour

Contact: PACIFIC ENGINEERING &
CONST., INC. dba Tessie's Corner Tel.
234-5224(12/7)T33600

04 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05-4.00 per
hour

Contact: NIPPON GENERAL TRADING
CORPORATION dba Country House
Restaurant Tel. 233-8223(12/
21)T33770

01 AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.50 per
hour

Contact: CEM MANAGEMENT SER-
VICES INC. dba Rajamsbelle Auto Parts
& Service Tel. 235-8656(12/21)T33772

01 CARPENTER-SALARY: $3.05 per
hour .

01 PLUMBER-Salary: $3.15 per hour
01 MASON-Salary: $3.05 per hour
Contact: VARGAS CORPORATION Tel.
235-0287(12/7)T33602

01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: JOSE B. AVILA dba Alfied Ent.
Tel. 288-1086(12/14)T33671

10 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-

Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: EUROTEX SPN. INC. Te!. 234-
5277(12/21)T82058

01 MACHINE REPAIRER, MAINTE-
NANCE-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 GENERAL MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$800.00 per month

Contact: SAIPAN E TOURS dba Saipan
E Tours Tel. 235-8815(12/21)T82056
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03 MACHINE REPAIRER, MAINTE-
NANCE-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 GENERAL MANAGER-8al-
ary:$800.00 per month

Contact: E TOURS, INC. dba Saipan E
Tours Tel. 235-8815(12/21)T33774

04 MARKER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

07 CUTTER, MACHINE-Salary:$3.05
per hour

01 ASSEMBLER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
03 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

03 BUTTONHOLE MACHINE OPERA-
TOR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

55 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: EXPRESS MANUFACTUR-
ING, INC. Tel. 322-6742(12/21)T33768

CLASSIFIED
| ADS FIRST

R

01 BLDG. MAINTENANCE (HELPER)
REPAIR-Salary:$3.05-3.50 per hour
Contact: YCO CORPORATION dba
YCO Servistar Hardware/Liberty Plaza/
YCO Construction Tel. 233-3112(12/
21)782045

01AUTO MECHANIC-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: WONS CORPORATION dba
Won's Auto Repair Shop Tel. 234-
3429(12/21)T33760

01 PLUMBER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: NORTH PACIFIC ENT,, INC.
Tel. 233-3990(12/21)T33759

02 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
01 (GENERAL) MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 BARTENDER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: M.R. PHILLIPS ENT. dba USP
Club Tel. 234-1984(12/21)T33757

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIR-Salary:$3.05 per  hour
Contact: JOSEPH T. TORRES dba
Courtney's Plaza Tel. 235-1662(12/
21)T33755

02 MASSEUSE-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: STERLING CORPORATION
dba Dynamic Massage Tel. 233-
7766(12/21)T33756

01 MANAGER, ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: YANG HONG DEVELOP-
MENT CO., LTD. Tel. 235-3807(12/
21)T33753

01 COMMERCIAL CLEANER-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

01 OPERATOR (OXYGEN/ACETY-
LENE MACHINE)-Salary:$3.20 per hour
Contact: GAUDENCIO C. MACALINAO
dba Unity Trade Services, Inc. Tel. 322-
7461(12/21)T82041

01 COOK (WESTERN)-Salary:$3.05-
4.15 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN HOTEL CORPORA-
TION dba Hafadai Beach Hotel Tel. 234-
6495(12/21)782044

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$800.00-
1,175.00 per month

Contact: RITA C. CABRERA dba
Cabrera Center Tel. 235-9898(12/
21)T33761

Northern Marianas College
Vacancy Announcement #99-063 i
POSITION TITLE:  Japanese Language Instructor a
Pay Level & Step: ~ 32/01 - 35/08 Depending on Qualifications
Annual Salary:  $25,962.63-$39,930.61
Location:  As Terlaje Campus

Opening Date: 12/06/99:  Closing Date: 12/20/99

SIS L T

How to Apply:
Employment Application forms are available at the Human Resources Office of the

College. To be submitted to the HR Office together with official school transcripts, ,
diploma or certificates, and police clearance no later than the closing date of the An- :

nouncement.

Tie COLLEGE 1s AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

KM, MAENG KEUN, ctal.,
Plaintiff,

vs.
ROH. BYUNG MOON and CHUNG,
HYE SOOK.

Defendants.

Civil Action No. 99-404A

SUMMONS BY PUBLICATION

TO DEFENDANTS ROH, BYUNG MOON and
CHUNG. HYE SOOK:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and ne-
tified 1o file any answer you wish to make to the
plaintiff"s complaint, a copy of which way srved
on. and may be obtained from. the Attomey Cen-
eral pursuant to 7 CMC §1104(a), within thirty (25)
days after the fourth publication of this Sumimons,
and to deliver or mail @ copy of your answer 1o
REYNALDO O. YANA, the plaintiff's attomncy,
whose address is Post Office Box 500052 CK,
Saipan, MP 96950-0052, as soon as practicable
after filing your answer or sending it to the Clerk
of Court for filing.

Your answer should be in writing and filed with
the Clerk of this Court at Susupe, Saipan. It may
be prepared and signed for your by your counsel
and sent 1o the Clerk of this Court by messenger or
mail. It is not necessary for you to appear person-
ally until further notice.

If you fail 10 answer in accordance wilh this
Summons, judgment by default may be taken
against you for the relicf demanded in the plaintiff”s
complaint.

By order of the above Court:

Is/Deputy Clerk of Court
Superior Count

Dated this 26th day of November, 1999.

HOUSE FOR RENT

Dandan Arca
2 Bedroom, Kitchen, Living Room, Water
Heater, A/C Living Room, Rain Water Tank,
Chain Link Fence, Refrigerator, Stove, Asking:
$500 per month.
If interested please call Ben at 234-3901 after
5:00 or leave message.

To ail MAFEAnS,

The Marianas Association of Filipino Engineers and Architects (MAFEA)
wishes you to share your Christmas spirit to your fellows In profession: 1

What: Exchange Gift Christmas Party and Cocktail Dinner

When: December 11, 1999; 6:30 PM

Where: Diamond Hote! Ballroom

Giftto Bring:  worth $15.00 minimum (members only & optionat)
Entrance: $20.00

games and prizes and games and prizes and games and prizes and games

For details, pls call 234-2775, 235-1448 (MAFEA)
or at mafea@engineer.com )

“Support Bantay Bata 163 Program”

KIMGHI

{ (1) 33LBS/Drum/$30.00 (2) 16.7 LBS/Drum/$17.00

Hailan Market

Free delivery over two drums
Midle Road Chalan Laulau T1.34-958, 3-2978

APARTMENT/HOUSE FOR RENT |
“FLAME TREE TERRACE - LOWER CAPITOL HILL

2-3 & 4 BEDROOM HOUSE
1& 2 BEDROOM APARTMENT

FOR MORE INFORMATION
CALL: TEL. # 322-3366/5558  FAX: 322-3888

SPECTACULAR VIEWS
House Lots for Lease « 1,500 sq. m. lots
Mt. Tapuchao - View Managaha Islands -
Road Access - Electricity - Water
- Payment Accepted - 54.95 year lease

Please call Lisa at Tel. 234-5684

APARTMENT FOR RENT
Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms ® Three (3) Bedroomse Swimming Poo! Tennis Gourt

KANNAT GARDENS

NEAR SORTHERNANARIANASY COLLEG
235-5686 (8:30 AM 1o 5:30-PM, Weekdays)  235-9620, 234-5849 (6:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Everyday including Sat. & Sun.)

FOR RENT

HOUSES F0B RE : APARTMENT & COMMERCIAL SPACE ,‘
FIVE (5) BEDROOMS, AR MEY , ‘

TWO BATHROOMS WITH o : Gargon Nea DFS e Rock Caf |
GARAGE AND ¢ S eete rea .

FOUR (4) BEDROOMS, 2-Bedroom Fully Furnished {

TWO BATHROOMS WITH f

GARAGE, LARGE YARD CLOSE
TO THE OCEAN AT LOWER ASTEO
ARE AVAILABLE FOR RENT.

Split Tyne A/C on all Bedroom !
including dining, living & kitchen :

Laundry facilities, Spacious parking

“MUST SEE TO APPRECIATE”

Phone: 235-7T171/7272  Cell: 287-7070

PLEASE LEAVE YOUR NAME AND
TELEPHONE NUMBER AT
TELEPHONE NO. 235-1839
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schneider
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Bgm today, you are full of sur- day and read the correspond- Oon someone you trust to see 40 Ill::?fe of the
prises. You use this to your ad-  ing paragraph. Let your birth-  you through it all. ! surt
vantage in every epdeavqr, day star be your daily guide. TAURUS (April 20-May 441;_ gta"rlezze(?or)
whether you are pursuing social WEDNESDAY, DECEM-  20) — You’d better be pre- 43 First king of
interests or professional success BER 8 pared to spend more time ac- * ’ 44 :srae{
and advancement. You are likely SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov. complishing a routine task to- X 1 45 Sst:rovég?smr')
to be the type wl?o shows off a  21) — For the time being, our  day than you had planned = princess
great deal of diverse talents  willingness to do whatever  upon, particularly later in the 48 Youngster

when you are young, but that is
no guarantee that you will de-
velop any of those more promi-
nent skills and turn it into a
lucrative career. On the con-

trary, your greatest successes
are likely to come from those
things that are most *“last-
minute” and spontaneous in na-
ture. For you, planning is only
so valuable. You like to impro-
vise a lot!

You can be rather tough and
inflexible on the outside, but
inside you are quite sensitive
and generous with friend and
foe alike. You are fair in all
your dealings, even when your
back is against the wall.
You're not the type to break
the rules just to gain the ad-
vantage.

Also born on this date are:
Jodic Foster, actress and di-
rector; Meg Ryan, actress;
Dick Cavett, talk-show host;
Calvin Klein, designer; Indira
Gandhi, leader of India; Larry
King, interviewer and TV per-
sonality.

To see what is in store for

-you tomorrow, find your birth-

CLASSIFIED ADS FOR A
NEW GIRL TO
DATE? WHAT
ABOUT SHERVYL?

P YoU'RE LOOKING IN THE

I'M SPUTTIN'
UP WITH

you are told today will serve
you and others well. Soon,
you’ll want to call the shots.

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — Give yourself the
credit you do indeed deserve.
Others will surely follow your
lead, and recognize that you
are worth a good deal of praise.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — Social opportuni-
ties are increasing today, and
you'll certainly want to be
ready to take advantage of a
chance encounter.

AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) — Someone you’re work-
ing with is likely to show you
his or her “true colors™ today,
making it impossible to con-
tinue the partnership much
longer.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20) — Something new is likely
to pique your interest today.
Youmay want to follow anew
course as a result of this new
and growing fascination.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) — Though you may be the
one in the spotlight today,
you're going to have to rely

VP weve N
HAD FUN
DATING...

N

day.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— You'll have a good deal to
be proud of today, but you’ll
want to avoid being boastful.
This is especially true during
the evening, when others are
watching you.

CANCER (June 21-July
22) —It’s time for you to take
control of your own emotions
today. Failure to do so will
only result in a loss you can-
not currently afford.

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
Look at the big picture today
and you may discover that a
recent decision was precisely
the wrong one. It's time to
change your mind.

VIRGO {Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— Spend time studying that
which is most familiar today
and you’ll be more prepared
tomorrow to face the unusual
and bizarre.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
— You won’t want to miss out
on an opportunity to express
yourself more freely and hon-
estly today. It will be yours
come nightfall.

L]
Kldsp@‘ _ THERE ARE SEVEN THINGS IN
DRAWING “A” THAT ARE MISS-

ING FROM DRAWING "B.”” HOW MANY CAN YQU FIND?

“Sales have been great since I've gone pubfic.”

© 1933 United Fealure Synd.cats, inc E}és
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Daly, Davies top JC Penney

PALM HARBOR, Fla. (AP) —
John Daly or Laura Davies knew
their chances were slim heading
into Sunday’s final round of the

.

1t did not matter.

The two golfers teamed upfora
7-under-par 64 Sunday in modi-
fied alternate-stroke play to come
from five shots behind and force a

playoff. Then they defeated Paul
Azinger and Se Ri Pak on the
third extra hole to claim the final
title in the mixed-team event.
“The way Paul and Se Ri were

SRR A R A e

JCPenney Classic champions John Daly and Laura Davies hold their trophy Sunday afternoon at the Westin
Innisbrook Resort in Palm Harbor, Fla. The pair defeated Paul Azinger and Se Ri Pak on the third playoff hole.

AP

playing, I thought they were go-
ing to run away with it,” Daly
said.

“I thought if we shot nine un-
der, it’d probably just get us
close,” Davies added.

They were wrong.

After 23 years, the champion-
ship is being discontinued with a
PGA Tour event replacing it next
year, but Davis and Daly sent the
tournament out in dramatic style.

The winners, who will share a
$440,000 check, claimed the title
when Davies rolled in a 30-foot
birdie putt on the par-3 17, the
third playoff hole.

It was just a continuation of a
putter-powered rally that over-
took Azinger and Pak. Trailing
by three shots with three holes to

play, Daly dropped in a 35-foot
birdie at 16, then moments later
moved to within one shot when
Azinger-Pak bogeyed the same
hole.

Daviesrolledin a6-footerat 18
for birdie to move into a tie with

, Azinger and Pak at 24-under, then

dropped an 8-footer for par on the
second playoff hole to keep her
team alive.

After Davies’ 30-foot birdie on
the third playoff hole, Pak’s at-
tempt to answer from 25 feet
missed wide.

“I think that was the longest
putt I’ve holed all year and it was
my last one of the year,” said
Davies, who had spent much of
this LPGA season complaining
about her putting.

SG’A. . . Continued from page 28

group (1) Ray Diaz (2) Ben Aldan (3) Tom Aldan (4) and Judge Edward

Manibusan.

Last groupis (1) Norbert Sablan (2) Brian Reyes (3) Joe Camacho and
finally the defending champion (4) Joe Demapan. Second day pairing
will change based on day one net score. All other SGA members will

play following the first 11 players.

For more information, please contact Ray Diaz at 234-5997.

Japan. . .

Continued from page 1

Sakaiya, who heads apanel that
advises Prime Minister Keizo
Obuchi on the subject, forecasts
that in 10 years, the average Japa-
nese company worker will be in
his 50s or 60s, a situation that will
severely restrictJapan’seconomic
development.

Sakiya is behind a programme
that is now allowing long term
visas for skilled foreigners who
want to work in Japan.

Under recommendations from

high-levelofficials, foreign work-

ers hired by Japanese companies
in jobs such as researchers, engi-
neers, computer technicians, and
other important professions, can
hold one to three-year visas in-
stead of the current average six-
month visa.

The programme, however, does
not cover unskilled labour — esti-
mated to be around 270,000 who
are working illegally in Japan —a
sector that remains hotly debated
among government agencies.

“’Factories and farms are the
worst hit as a result of lack of
workers. Butthe governmentcon-
tinues to refuse to acknowledge
this sector and improve condi-
tions forthem, apolicy that shows
that the national guard against
foreigners is still there,”’ says
katsuo Yoshinori of Asian
People’s Friendship Society, a
support group comprised of Asian
workers, Japanese lawyers and
human rights activists.

Japan’s foreign population is
slightly over 150 million, accord-
ing to justice ministry data, out of
which 280,000, ordouble the level
adecade ago, are working as pro-
fessionals.

The sudden decision to ease
deep-rooted policies that sought
to protect Japan from an influx of
foreign labour lies in Japan’s des-
perate need to maintain its eco-
nomic clout.

An EPA survey covering 3,000
companies discovered a growing
need for foreign computerexperts
as there are not enough Japanese
workers to take the jobs.

The govemmentpredictsthat the
country’s Internet business oppor-
tunities would grow into a hefty
Yen 6.8 trillion (66 billion U.S.
dollars) in the 21st century, result-
ing in the need for more than
300,000 computer software engi-
neers, a situation which Japan
would not be able to cope with.

Go No, a Chinese national who
heads a firm that recruits Chinese
computerexperts, says he is bom-
barded by requests from Japanese
companies. ‘' can’t keep up with

Police. . .

Continued from page 1

from the heat and smoke.”

He added that “‘one of the large
posters on the wall caught fire;
the paintonthe south wall melted,
and the drop-ceiling tiles above
the south wall buckled from the
heat.

Mafnas also said “the heat and
flames, had the fire spread from

Building I, would have destroyed
atleast 25 computer stations worth
more than $50,000 in the Career
Resource Center.”

The incident was discovered on
the early morning of Nov. 16, but
the suspect got away despite the
college’s private watchmen.

On the same morning that DPS
were sifting through the scene of
the attack, Mafnas said NMC
staffer Bruno Dolla Pozza found
a large hole in the window of his

office which was created by a
stone that was hurled.

The information officer said
Pozza found a stone inside his
office, apparently the same stone
which was thrown through the
office’s window.

Asaresultof the attack, Mafnas
said the college has taken stricter
security measures, including aban
on unnecessary loitering within
the college compound especially
during night time.

Defeated. . .

Continued from page 1

efits.

“Specifically, it gives me an
option to retire as a class [T mem-
ber (those who have been in gov-
ernment before 1989) andreceive
the benefit of the retirement pro-
vided however that I waive my
legislative salary and I did. I am
still amember of the legislature,”
said Teregeyo.

“My retirement pension will pay.

me from Dec. 5, ” she added.

As a legislator, Teregeyo said
she was being paid a gross salary
of $39,300 a year.

She failed to say how much in
retirement benefits she is entitled
to, adding nevertheless that the
amount will be computed based
on the number of years she has
been in government service.

Teregeyo started working for
government in 1965, where she
was employed as a clerk of the
Trust Territory government’sedu-

_gible toretire.”

the entry-level rate of 33 cents an
hour.

She became the first director of
the CNMI Council for the Arts
and Culture in 1980 and remained
there until 1990, when she was
elected to the House of Represen-
tatives.

Officials noted that Teregeyo’s
move may be taken as a precedent
by other lawmakers who lost at
the polls.

Teregeyo said her colleagues
may do so “if they are (also) eli-

the requests,’” he says in an inter-
view with the Japanese media.
“’Japanese companies are spe-
cially looking out for young tech-
nicians with software skills.”’

Gosays hiscompany has grown
in three years from a staff of three
to 184 people, with income sky-
rocketing to 500 million yen last
year.

Despite the government’s
change of attitude, observers say
Japan needs to legislate better
settlement programmes for for-
eigners if it sincerely wants for-
eigners to believe they are wel-
come in Japan.

A pressing demand is to allow
skilled workers to apply for per-
manent residence in Japan, such
as is the situation in the United
States and Canada.

‘’Many Chinese workers pre-
fer to go to the West (rather than
come tcJapan) which offers them
more security to build a future by
giving them permanent status,’’

Go said.

The Justice Ministry offers per-
manent status or nationality to
descendants of Japanese emi-
grants who left Japan, legalized
in the late 19th century, in search
of better fortunes in Latin Ameri-
can countries, the United States
and Asia.

During the bubble economy in
the eighties, Japanese companies
took advantage of the new law to
bring back thousands of second
and third-generation Japanese to
work in factories.

Yoshinori points out that Japan
must first deal with the problem
of illegal unskilled labour if it
wants to show the world that for-
eigners can work in Japan.

“Illegal workers find work in
Japan because Japanese workers
are not taking those jobs. They
have everyright as skilled foreign
labour because they are support-
ing industries and the Japanese
economy as well,”” he explained.

Seap()rt. . . Continued from page 1

trollable,” said Cabrera.

“We have problems because there are no regulations to abide by,”

Cabrera said.

He said that some people who take too much liberty with use of the
parking spaces cannot be accused of “abusing” the system due to lack

of concrete regulations to break.

Aside from the needed revenues it is projected to give the ports
authority, Cabrera stressed that the imposition of parking fees at the port
would give CPA more authority to implement the necessary regulations
with regard to seaport parking limitations.

Parking fee rates at Saipan International Airport which were imple-
mented only earlier ths year, will also apply at the seaport, according

to Tudela.

Vehicles will be charged $1 for the first one hour and an additional $1

for every succeeding hour.

US. . . Continued from page 1

tree snakes.

Underthe Interior Department’s FY 2000 budget, additional $500,000
isearmarked for reef programs while some $250,000 more was included
for the regional brown tree snake project.

This, said Babauta, brings the total budget to $2.3 million. The CNMI
will also be eligible for grants for both of the priority environmental

-+ concerns,
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Australia tops Davis Cup

NICE, France (AP) —
Australia’s long, difficult road
to the Davis Cup final ended
with toy kangaroos tossed on
the court, and Mark
Philippoussis enjoying a tennis
moment like no other.

Philippoussis, who did not
play any Davis Cup matches
last year because of a dispute
with team leaders, beat Cedric
Pioline of France 6-3, 5-7, 6-1,
6-2 Sunday to conclude the
100th anniversary of the show-
case event.

“This is the best moment of
my life,” Philippoussis said. “T
concentrated really well. I can
honestly say thatTheard nonoise
from the crowd, just the ball
hitting the line, the line calls
and my heart beating.”

Philippoussis, again relying
on his big serve, had 15 aces in
a victory that gave Australia an
unbeatable 3-1 lead in the best-
of-5 final. This was Australia’s
27th Davis Cup title and its first
since 1986.

After the final point,
Philippoussis was lifted by his
teammates, as hundreds of cheer-
ing Aussies in the crowd waved
banners and tossed inflatable kan-
£aroos.

“T got injured at Wimbledon
this year and whoknowsif Icould
have gone on to win there,”
Philippoussis said. “ButIwould

Australian Davis cup team (left to right) Todd Woodbridge, Mark Woodforde, captain John Newcombe,

Lleyton Hewitt and Mark Philippoussis pose with the Davis Cup trophy after winning the finals against the
French team Sunday in Nice, French Riviera. Ap

take this for a Wimbledon win
any time.”

Pioline, perhaps sensing that
at age 30 his last chance of a
Davis Cuptriumph had gone, was
in tears.

In the final reverse singles

match, Sebastien Grosjean of
France defeated Lleyton Hewitt
6-4, 6-3, leaving Australia with a
3-2 decision.

Australia began the day with a
2-1 lead after winning Saturday’s
doubles. Since 1978, every team

that has won the doubles has won
the trophy.

Australia eliminated Zimba-
bwe, the United States and Russia
to reach its 44th Davis Cup final.
The team nearly withdrew before
its quarterfinal against the United

States when organizers gave the
Americans home advantage to
celebrate the event’s centenary.

The day began with
Philippoussis walking ontoa court
amid a cauldron of noise from the
crowd of 10,000. But it was
Pioline who began uneasily,
double faulting on break point in
the first game.

The set ended with Pioline
double faulting again on
Philippoussis’ first set point.

Philippoussis missed a chance
totake the second set when Pioline
was serving at 4-5. Pioline took
the set, and the French crowd
hoped that would be a turning
point.

But after a long talk from Aus-
tralian captain John Newcombe,
Philippoussis came out roaring in
the third set, surging to a 5-0 lead
in 24 minutes.

“If T had done better and given
away fewer points thatmight have
changed the situation,” Pioline
said. “But the beginning of the
fourth set was the same story.”

In the fourth set, the Aussie
ripped four winners past Pioline,
including one blistering forehand
onthe line that left the Frenchman
holding his head.

“That was the best match Mark
has played with his head in his
life,” Newcombe said. “He
didn’t have highs and lows, just
highs.”

Cone agrees to terms;

will return

David Cone

NEW YORK (AP) — David
Cone will return to tne New York
Yankees next season, after agree-
ing to aone-year deal for approxi-
mately $12 million with the World
Series champions, a source close
to the negotiations told The Asso-
ciated Press on Sunday.

Cone, who was seeking a two-
year contract, agreed to the deal -
pending aphysical - before adead-
line Tuesday. The Yankees had
no comment.

An official announcement,
however, could come Monday
once the Yankees receive results
of Cone’s blood tests.

Cone, who pitched a perfect
game against Montreal on July
18, earned $9.5 million this year.
He was 12-9 witha 3.44 ERA, the
second-best in the American
League.

A clause in Cone’sexpired con-
tract gave the 36-year-old right-_
hander the right to prohibit the
team from offering him salary

with Yanks

arbitration, according to baseball
sources.

If Cone had exercised that right
and didn’t sign with the Yankees
by Tuesday, New York would
have been unable to re-sign him
before May 1. '

Cone said last week that other
teams have contacted his agent,
butthathe wanted to deal with the
Yankees first. The New York
Mets, Cleveland and Baltimore
were among the teams thought to
be interested, but it is unclear if
any of them were willing to offer
two years.

Cone had said his preference
was to finish his career with the
Yankees. He has pitched for New
York for the last 41/2 seasons.

“Idon’t think it’s unreasonable
to ask for two years considering
the type of run I’ve had with the
Yankees,” Cone said last Wednes-
day. “Tome,it’snottrying to maxi-
mize the dollar value of the con-
tract. It's the security of two years.”

Conewas 9-4witha2.86 ERA at
the All-Star break, but struggled in
the second half, going 3-5 with a
4.28 ERA.

Yankees manager Joe Torre was
forced to give Coneextrarestdown
the stretch of the season. Thatmove
paid off in the postseason, as Cone
rebounded to go 2-0 with a 1.29
ERA in two starts.

The Yankees, worried over his
age and the condition of his shoul-
der, were hesitant to give him two
years.

(IR

(AP) — Dan Marino proved he
isn’t washed up, while Peyton
Manning provedonce againhe’s
the NFL's best young quarter-
back.

Marino, facing an uncertain
future following a neck injury
and a horrible game against
Dallas on Thanksgiving, threw
three touchdown passes and ral-
lied Miami froma 14-point, sec-
ond-half deficit against India-
napolis on Sunday.

But Manning hit Marvin
Harrison with completions of
16 and 18 yards in the final 30
seconds to set up Mike
Vanderjagt’s 53-yard field goal
as time ran out, which gave the
Colts a 37-34 victory and the
inside track for the AFC East
title.

“This was a huge test for us,
the biggest test of the season,”
coach Jim Mora said after In-
dianapolis’ eighth straight win.

Marino, 38, rebounded from
his five-interception game
against the Cowboys with a
strong showing at the RCA
Dome. He completed 24 of 38
passes for 313 yards in his first
game since the Dallas debacle,
but became angry in his post-
game news conference when
asked about watching the win-
ning field goal.

“These questions are ridicu-
lous,” he said. “T'll tell you how
tough it is. You work your butt
off all week and then you lose a

Colts prevail over

game like that by three points. ...
That’s how tough it is. But you
wouldn’t know, would you?”

The Colts (10-2) took control
of the AFC East with a two-game
lead over Miami and Buffalo. The
Dolphins (8-4), who have lost
three of their last four, will prob-
ably have to scramble for a wild-
card berth.

“The way the AFC is, we’re
fighting just to make the play-
offs,” coach Jimmy Johnson said.

Manning threw two second-half
interceptions, but still finished 23-
for-29 for 260 yards and one
touchdown. He leaped in the air
following Vanderjagt’s winning

Dolphins

field goal.

“That’s the highest I’ve ever
jumped,” Manning said.

In other NFL games, it was
Green Bay 35, Chicago 19; At-
lanta 35, New Orleans 12; New
York Giants 41, New York Jets
28; St. Louis 34, Carolina 21;
Cincinnati 44, San Francisco
30; Baltimore 41, Tennessee
14; Detroit 33, Washington 17;
Oakland 30, Seattle 21; Ari-
zona 21, Philadelphia 17; San
Diego 23, Cleveland 10; Kan-
sas City 16, Denver 10; and
New England 13, Dallas 6.

The Monday night matchup
is Minnesota at Tampa Bay.

yards and three touchdowns. AP

St, Louis Rams quarterback Kurt Warner (13) pr%oares to passinthe
third quarter of the Rams' 34-21 win against the
Ericsson Stadium in Charlotte, N.C. Sunday. Warner threw for 351

arolina Panthers at
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SSC swimmers raise funds

TWO GROUPS of swimmers
swam 5 kilometers and 2.5 kilome-
ters respectively to raise funds for
the Saipan Swim Club last Satur-
day at the Kan Pacific pool.
Forty-eight persons competed in
the fundraiser, swimming 163,200
meters within the allotted times.
The veteran swimmers had to
swim 100lengths of the pool (Skm)
or one and one half hours. Over
half the swimmers made it before

Budweiser
Inter Saipan

‘'wins soccer
tournament

SAIPAN’S Budweiser Inter
Saipan FC defeated Chong
Song, 3-0, in the finals of the
four teamn Victory Cup Sun-
day at Hopwood Junior High
School. =

Joshua Gibson, an upcom-
ing 14 year old star received
MVP honors while Arkie
Reusora and Stephan Bossler
lead the team with 4 goal day
each, leading Inter to the
tournament victory.

Four local teams com-
prised the tournament field.
Inter FC advanced to the fi-
nals by defeating host Vic-
tory 4-1 and Arirang by a
score of 5-1. In addition to
solid performances put in
by Reusora and Bossler,
Inter FC also received
strong play from goal
‘keeper Mafijul Islam from
Securewest Int.

Other solid performances
were also put in by the
Duenas brothers Dave and
John, PIC’s Charles Agwo
and Brian Collier, on the
defensive end, Edward
Sikayuh, and veteran player
46 year old Friedman Gross
in the mid field and right
winger Agbchi Diekson.

In the finals, Inter FC and
the Chong Song entered
halftime. leading' by one.
Inter would have been tied
at 0-0 had it not been for a
spectacular combination
from Agwo, Bossler, and
Arkie.

Bossler then scored the .
first goal of the second half
to put Inter FCV- "'p_,2 -0,

the time limit, with Xenavee
Pangelinan, Justin Pierce and Seung
Gin Lee all touching at the same
time, in 1 hour, 7 minutes and 41
seconds.

Both Xenavee (16) and Justin
(18) broke their respective age
group records for the 5 km swim,
while Seung Gin (14) was one sec-
ond shy of Josh Taitano’s record of
1:06:37 set in 1996.

Tamiko Winkfield broke arecord

forthe 14 yearold girlsin 1 hour, 8
minutes and 24 seconds. Therecord
was | hour36.11 setin 1997 by her
sister Audra.

AmandaJohnson (8) was the top
10 and under trying for the five
kilometers distance, swimming
4.350 km in the 1 hour and 30
minutes time limit.

Michael Camacho (9)andRezne
Wong (8) forged a battle swim-
ming together for a total of 4.100

km to the time limit.

Forfirst year swimmers whohad
toswim 50lengthsor2.5kminone
hours time, Daniel Kim (12) topped
the boys in 53 minutes and 50
seconds and Louisa Moolang (11)
was tops for the girls, doing the
distance in 59 minutes.

Also going the distance were
Andrew Perry (9) and Katie
Nicholls (11), just as the whistle
sounded at the one hour time limit.

Lilly Jean Asanuma (11), Brenda
Atalig (10) and Rico Cruz (14),
were each only two lengths shy at
the one hour limit.

The event was considered a suc-
cess and swimmers and coaches
have expressed gratitude to the
SpONSOrs.

Anyone who would like to con-
tribute to the Saipan Swim Club
should contact any swimmer or
Bill Sakovich at 234-1001.

The Budweiser Saipan team members proudly pose with their trophy after winning the soccer tournament.

Contributed photo

TEAM TF will be playing the
winner of the game between
Power Factor and the War-
riors for the championship of
the P.I.C. sponsored Thanks-
giving Day Softball Tourna-
ment which took off this: past
weekend at the Susupe Soft-
ball Field.

Seeing action are 15 teams,
including 1998 Defending
Champions DPS Enforcers, as
well as some of Saipan Soft-
ball Association Men’s
Slowpitch League power
house teams Ngeaur Comets,
Camacho Roots, and Sedi
Kau. Team P.1.C. also fielded
a team composed of staffs
fromP.I1.C. Guam and Saipan.

After three days of compe-

Team TF awaits winner
in Warriors vs P. Factor

tition, Team TF, a mixture of
outstanding ball players re-
mained the only unbeaten
team winning all four of their
games to advance to the cham-
pionship round.

After losing its first match
of the tournament, Power Fac-
tor then won four straight, in-
cluding anupset over the tired
Ngeaur Comets, 16-6, for the
right to face the Warriors,
which had lost to Team TF,
12-0.

The winner of the Warriors-
Power Factor match-up will
face Team TF in game 28.
Should Team TF lose, a final
game will then determine the
“1999 Thanksgiving Day
Tournament Champions.”

SGA tournament set at COP

THIS is to inform all SGA mem-
bers that there has been a slight
change in the tournament sched-
ule and venue.

The tournament that was previ-
ously scheduled for LaoLao Bay
West Course this coming Satur-
day, December 4th at 6:24 a.m.
has been moved to Coral Ocean
Point Country Club.

Allmembers are asked to please
report to COP no later than 6 a.m.

for instruction and rules. There
has been no change made for the
second day tournament at the
LaoLao Bay East Course.

All members participating are
expected to report to the course
no later than 6 a.m. for pairing.

Team pairing for day one tour-
nament is as follows: First group
consist of (1) Jess Castro (2) Max
Castro (3) Harry Kang, Second

Contlnued on page 26

THE TINIAN Mayor’s Office
i is inviting all interested indi-
i viduals to register for the An-
nual Triathlon which will be

2000.
Participants may register at
the Tinian Mayor’s Office or at

held on Tinian on January 22, .

| Reglstratlon for Tlman tnathlon f

|

the Department of Community
and Cultural Affairs of Tinian.
For more information, please |
contact Philip Long at the
Mayor’s Office at 433-3969/ |
433-9269 or contact Joseph T. §
San Nicolas at the DC&CA at |
433-9330 or 433-0914.
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