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kw$l “SETTING AN EARLY GOAL”
CHMMENCEMENT ADDRESS OF THE HONORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA
UNITED STATES SENATOR
BEFORE THE 1986 GRADUATING CLASS
OF HENRY J. KAISER HIGH SCHOOL
HENRY J. KAISER HIGH ScHooL STADIUM - HONOLULU, HAWAII

SATuRDAY, May 31, 1986 - 6:30 P.M.

THANK You, DIANE (FURUBAYASHI), FOR YOUR MOST GENEROUS
INTRODUCTION. [T IS OF GREAT COMFORT TO ME TO BE PROPERLY
INTRODUCED, FOR MUCH TOO OFTEN | AM MISTAKEN FOR A FOREIGN
DIPLOMAT. (HAIG STORY)

[T IS CUSTOMARY FOR SPEAKERS AT COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES
TO OFFER SOME SAGE ADVICE AND URGE THE STUDENTS ON TO GREATER
SUCCESS IN THEIR FUTURE ENDEAVORS. | AM A LITTLE RELUCTANT TO
DO THAT, HOWEVER, FOR | REMEMBER FROM MY OWN STUDIES AS A
YOUTH THAT THE GREEK PHILOSOPHER SOCRATES WENT AROUND GIVING
GOOD, SOUND ADVICE TO THE YOUTH OF ATHENS AND THE CITY FATHERS

POISONED HIM TO DEATH!




SO INSTEAD, [ WISH TO OFFER YOU A CHALLENGE TODAY -=- A

CHALLENGE TO DEVELOP YOUR LEADERSHIP ABILITIES TO THE FULLEST

EXTENT AND TO HELP SOLVE THE VERY TOUGH PROBLEMS WHICH FACE

OUR STATE AND NATION == YES, EVEN THE WORLD-.

AS YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN PREPARING EITHER TO CONTINUE

YOUR EDUCATION OR TO ENTER INTO FULL-TIME EMPLOYMENT IN THE

ADULT WORLD, YOU HAVE OPPORTUNITIES AND OPTIONS MUCH GREATER

THAN THOSE WHICH WERE AVAILABLE TO THE MEMBERS OF MY HIGH

SCHOOL CLASS BACK IN THE DAYS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION OF THE

1930's. WHEN | wAS A STUDENT AT KAuAl HigH ScHooL I ALsoO

WORKED AS A PART-TIME YARD BOY AND AS A STEVEDORE-

WAREHOUSEMAN. AT THAT TIME BEING OF ASIAN ANCESTRY MEANT

BEING AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAY SCALE. | REMEMBER CHALLENGING

MY HAOLE CIVICS TEACHER WHO HAD RECENTLY ARRIVED IN THE

ISLANDS FROM THE MAINLAND AND WAS EXTOLLING THE VIRTUES OF

AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. “IsS IT THE OBJECTIVE OF AMERICAN

DEMOCRACY TO PAY A CAUCASIAN THREE TIMES WHAT IS PAID AN

ORIENTAL EVEN THOUGH THEY WORK SIDE BY SIDE DOING THE SAME
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KIND OF WORK?"” I ASKED. "“OF COURSE NOT,” HE ANSWERED. "ARE

YOU TRYING TO TELL ME THAT THAT SITUATION PREVAILS HERE IN

Hawa11?” 1 sAaIiD, “YEs, SIR.” HE LEARNED LATER AFTER DOING HIS

OWN INVESTIGATION THAT [ SPOKE THE TRUTH, AND HE CALLED ME
ASIDE AFTER CLASS ONE DAY.

n

“You KNOW, SPARKY,” HE SAID, “THE ONLY WAY YOU'RE GOING
TO CHANGE THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SYSTEM IN HAWAII IS TO
CHANGE THE LAWS. AND HOW DO YOU DO THAT? YOUu MUST BECOME A

"

LEGISLATOR, A LAWMAKER —-- GET INTO POLITICS." THEN HE SAGELY
ADDED, “HAWAII IS GOING TO BE A STATE SOMEDAY. AND WHEN THAT
HAPPENS, | WOULD LIKE TO SEE YOU BECOME A UNITED STATES
SENATOR.” THE NAME OF THAT INSPIRING TEACHER WAS

ROBERT W. CLOPTON, WHO LATER BECAME THE DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF
EDUCATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII. HE PUT THE BUG IN MY
EAR! HIS IDEALISM WAS INFECTIOUS BUT IT DIDN'T COME EASY.
AFTER WORKING FOR SEVERAL YEARS FOLLOWING HIGH SCHOOL, | won A

NEWSPAPER SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST AND THE PRIZE MONEY ENABLED ME

TO ENROLL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII. THE YEARS OF WORLD




WAR 1] LAY AHEAD OF ME UPON MY COLLEGE GRADUATION AND [ SERVED

IN THE ARMY IN NORTH AFRICA AND ITALY. NEXT CAME A POST-WAR

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT JOB AND THEN LAW SCHOOL, THANKS TO THE Gl

BILL. | BECAME A LAWYER IN 1951 AND IN 1954 ] FINALLY

REALIZED MY AMBITION, AS A MEMBER OF THE HAWAII HOUSE OF

REPRESENTATIVES, TO BECOME A LAWMAKER. IN 1962, | WAS ELECTED

To THE U. S. House oF REPRESENTATIVES AND IN 197b T0 THE U. S.

SENATE.

[ HAVE RELATED MY PAST ONLY IN ORDER TO ENCOURAGE EACH

AND EVERYONE OF YOU TO LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR FUTURE == TO

PREPARE YOURSELF TO SEEK OUT YOUR INDIVIDUAL CAREER OBJECTIVE.

TODAY OUR SOCIETY IN HAWAII OFFERS EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES TO

YOUNG HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES, AS NEVER BEFORE-.

So | CHALLENGE YOU NOT ONLY TO PREPARE FOR THE WORLD OF

HIGHER EDUCATION OR THE ADULT WORKFORCE, BUT ALSO TO PREPARE

TO FULFILL YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES AS CITIZENS OF THE GREATEST

COUNTRY ON THE FACE OF THIS EARTH! [EACH OF YOU MUST SET A




GOAL =~ TAKE UP A CAUSE —- AND DEDICATE YOURSELF TO ITS

ATTAINMENT.

“SUCCESS IN LIFE DEMANDS/AN EARLY GOAL,/ WHICH YOU

YOURSELF MUST SET/AND STRIVE TO GAIN.”

AND LET ME ADD THAT AS FUTURE CITIZENS AND LEADERS OF

THE 21sT CENTURY, YOU COULD HAVE NO BETTER GOAL, OR CAUSE,

THAN THAT OF WORLD PEACE.

IN SUCH A CAUSE, HOWEVER, | WOULD OFFER ONE CAUTION:

BEWARE OF BUMPER STICKER CLICHES. [0 LIVE AS AN ADULT CITIZEN

IN A DEMOCRACY REQUIRES YOU TO THINK FOR YOURSELF. THAT IS

YOUR FREEDOM ~= AND YOUR BURDEN, TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIN.

OPEN UP THE DIPLOMA YOU WILL BE RECEIVING THIS EVENING AND YOU

WON'T FIND ENGRAVED ON IT THE SUM=TOTAL OF WHAT YOU HAVE

LEARNED IN CLASS AND ON THE PLAYING FIELDS AND AMONG YOUR

FRIENDS OVER THE PAST FOUR YEARS. YOUR DIPLOMA IS ONLY A

SYMBOL OF WHAT YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED AND WHAT YOU HAVE

MASTERED. BY THE SAME TOKEN, ONE CANNOT EXPECT AN APHORISM ON

THE REAR-END OF AN AUTOMOBILE TO SUBSTITUTE FOR THE HARD




BUSINESS OF THINKING AND THEN ACTING UPON THAT THOUGHT. To0 SO

SUBSTITUTE IS ONLY TO FOLLOW THE DRIVER AHEAD OF YOU INTO HIS

RUT == AND PERHAPS THE NEXT DITCH AROUND THE BEND.

I WAS BORN ON THE EVE OF OUR COUNTRY'S ENTRY INTO THE

FIRST WORLD WAR AND FOUGHT MYSELF IN THE SECOND, THE BLOODIEST

IN WORLD HISTORY. SOME OF MY WORLD WAR II BUDDIES AND HIGH

SCHOOL CLASSMATES WENT ON TO FIGHT ONCE MORE IN THE KOREAN

CONFLICT. WHEN | REACHED MY STRIDE AS A CAREER LAWMAKER OUR

NATION WAS CAUGHT UP IN THE TURMOIL OF THE WAR IN VIETNAM.

SINCE THEN THERE HAVE BEEN LESSER CONFRONTATIONS -- BEIRUT,

EL SALVADOR, GRENADA, LIBYA == BUT NONE OF THESE SKIRMISHES

HAS SERVED TO DISPEL THE CENTRAL LESSON OF THIS CENTURY =<

THAT IN AN AGE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONRY, WARFARE IS OBSOLETE AS A

MEANS OF SETTLING INTERNATIONAL DISPUTES-.

WHEN | FIRST INTRODUCED A BILL IN CONGRESS MORE THAN

TWO DECADES AGO TO ESTABLISH A UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF PEACE,

THERE WERE MANY WHO DUBBED ME A VISIONARY, AN IMPRACTICAL

IDEALIST. BuUT AFTER 21 YEARS OF UNRELENTING HARD WORK THAT




BILL WAS ENACTED INTO LAW AND TODAY THE UNITED STATES

INSTITUTE OF PEACE IS AT WORK FORMULATING ITS PROGRAM WHEREBY

POTENTIAL LEADERS OF THIS NATION AND OTHER NATIONS WILL STUDY

THE ART OF PEACEMAKING, FULFILLING MY LIFE-LONG DREAM.

CERTAINLY THIS PROSPECT IS MORE PRACTICAL AND REALISTIC

THAN THE IDEA THAT THERE CAN BE A “TECHNOLOGICAL FIX" ToO

ASSURE PEACE == A LO0 PERCENT EFFECTIVE LASER SHIELD AS

ENVISIONED IN THE SO-CALLED “STAR WARS” STRATEGIC DEFENSE

INITIATIVE. SURVIVAL IS NOT A QUESTION OF TECHNOLOGY BUT OF

HUMAN WILL. FIVE CENTURIES BEFORE CHRIST WAS BORN THE UHINESE

PHILOSOPHER CONFUCIUS WROTE:

“THERE WILL BE NO PEACE UNTIL THE

InDIVIDUAL CITIZEN WANTS IT, SEEKS

"

[T AND WORKS FOR IT-

PEACE, MOREOVER, IS A DYNAMIC, NOT A STATIC, CONDITION.

IT IS THE SAME HUMAN ENERGY WE OBSERVE UNDER CONDITIONS OF

WAR, BUT APPLIED TO MORE HUMANE ENDS. FOREMOST, OF COURSE,




THE PRACTICE OF PEACE-MAKING REPRESENTS A COMMITMENT TO SETTLE

DISPUTES AT THE BARGAINING TABLE, NOT ON THE BATTLEFIELD.

YOUR OWN HUMAN ENERGIES ARE ENORMOUS AT THIS TIME IN

LIFE; YOU HAVE BUT TO CHANNEL THEM IN DIRECTIONS WORTHY OF

YOUR OWN WELL-BEING AND THAT OF THOSE WHO CARE FOR YOU. As

YOU PREPARE TO TAKE YOUR PLACE IN THIS WORLD, [ WOULD URGE YoOU

NOT TO SELL YOURSELVES SHORT. KEEP THE PEACE AND KEEP THE

FAITH -= IN YOUR OWN SELF-WORTH. EACH OF US CAN MAKE A

DIFFERENCE AND EACH OF US IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DIFFERENCE HE

OR SHE MAKES. FEAR NOT WHAT LIES AHEAD FOR YOU BUT GO FORWARD

IN CONFIDENCE. "“COMMENCE YOUR WORK WHEREVER YOU CAN;/YOUR

"

MAJOR TASK MAY BE TO START."” AND DON’'T BE TOO EASILY
DISCOURAGED. “IN FENDING LIFE'S SOUL-TRYING BLOWS/LET
PATIENCE BE YOUR WINNING PLOY.” PERSISTENCE PAYS OFF. [T HAS
TAKEN YOU TO THIS POINT WHICH YOU AND YOUR PARENTS CELEBRATE

THIS EVENING.

DREAMS CAN PAY OFF AS WELL. T0 PARAPHRASE GEORGE

BERNARD SHAW, “HUMAN PROGRESS IS ADVANCED NOT SO MUCH BY THOSE




|

WHO &EE THINGS AS THEY ARE AND ASK 'WHY?', AS BY THOSE WHO

DREAM OF THINGS AS THEY OUGHT TO BE AND ASK 'WHY NoT?'”

SO, MY CHALLENGE TO YOU IS: SET YOUR GOALS IN LIFE NOW
-- AIM HIGH AND PLAN ON HOW TO ACCOMPLISH THEM. AND IN YOUR
ROLE AS A CITIZEN, SEEK AND WORK FOR PEACE. ASPIRE TO A LIFE
WHICH TRANSFORMS YOUR SURROUNDINGS TO WHAT OUGHT TO BE == AND
IT CAN BE!

To sum UP: DESIGN YOUR OWN BUMPER STICKER FOR THE
JOURNEY AHEAD OF YOU. [T MAY WELL BE THAT YOU WILL FIND
YOURSELVES PARAPHRASING LINES ABOUT “LIFE"” AND “HOPE"” AND

A

"witL” AND “wAy.” BuUT DO IT YQUR WAY AND, BELIEVE ME, YOUR
PARENTS AND [ WILL THEN HAVE FAITH IN YOUR FUTURE AND THE

FUTURE OF HAWAII, THE NATION AND THE WORLD. THANK YOU FOR

LISTENING, AND MAY (GOD BLESS YOU ALL-.




“SETTING AN EAKLY GOAL"
COMMENCEMENT ADDRESS OF THE HONORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA
UNITED STATES SENATOR
BEFORE THE 1986 GRADUATING CLASS
OF HENRY J. KAISER HIGH SCHOOL
HENRY J. KAISER HIGH ScHooL STADIUM - HONOLULU, HAWATII

SATURDAY, MAY 31, 1986 - 6:30 P.M.

THANK You, DIANE (FURUBAYASHI), FOR YOUR MOST GENEROUS
INTRODUCTION. [T IS OF GREAT COMFORT TO ME TO BE PROPERLY
INTRODUCED, FOR MUCH TOO OFTEN | AM MISTAKEN FOR A FOREIGN
DIPLOMAT. (HAIG STORY)

[T IS CUSTOMARY FOR SPEAKERS AT COMMENCEMENT EXERCISES

TO OFFER SOME SAGE ADVICE AND URGE THE STUDENTS ON TO GREATER

~,,

-

SUCCESS IN THEIR FUTURE ENDEAVORS. [ 'AM A LITTLE RELUCTANT TO

DO THAT, HOWEVER, FOR | REMEMBER FROM MY OWN STUDIES AS A
YOUTH THAT THE GREEK PHILOSOPHER SOCRATES WENT AROUND GIVING
GOOD, SOUND ADVICE TO THE YOUTH OF ATHENS AND THE CITY FATHERS

POISONED HIM TO DEATH!




SO INSTEAD, | WISH To OFFER YOU A CHALLENGE TODAY -- A
CHALLENGE TO DEVELOP YOUR LEADERSHIP ABILITIES TO THE FULLEST
EXTENT AND TO HELP SOLVE THE VERY TOUGH PROBLEMS WHICH FACE

OUR STATE AND NATION == YES, EVEN THE WORLD.

AS YOUNG MEN AND WOMEN PREPARING EITHER TO CONTINUE

YOUR EDUCATION OR TO ENTER INTO FULL=TIME EMPLOYMENT IN THE
ADULT WORLD, YOU HAVE OPPORTUNITIES AND OPTIONS MUCH GREATER
THAN THOSE WHICH WERE AVAILABLE TO THE MEMBERS OF MY HIGH
SCHOOL CLASS BACK IN THE DAYS OF THE GREAT DEPRESSION OF THE
1930"s.  WHEN ] WAS A STUDENT AT KAUAl HieH ScHooL I ALso
WORKED AS A PART-TIME YARD BOY AND AS A STEVEDORE-
WAREHOUSEMAN. AT THAT TIME BEING OF ASIAN ANCESTRY MEANT
BEING AT THE BOTTOM OF THE PAY SCALE. | REMEMBER CHALLENGING
MY HAOLE CIVICS TEACHER WHO HAD RECENTLY ARRIVED IN THE
ISLANDS FROM THE MAINLAND AND WAS EXTOLLING THE VIRTUES OF
AMERICAN DEMOCRACY. “IS IT THE OBJECTIVE OF AMERICAN
DEMOCRACY TO PAY A CAUCASIAN THREE TIMES WHAT IS PAID AN

ORIENTAL EVEN THOUGH THEY WORK SIDE BY SIDE DOING THE SAME




KIND OF WORK?” ] ASKED. “0OF COURSE NOT,” HE ANSWERED. "ARE
YOU TRYING TO TELL ME THAT THAT SITUATION PREVAILS HERE IN
Hawar1?” I saip, “Yes, sIR.” HE LEARNED LATER AFTER DOING HIS
OWN INVESTIGATION THAT | SPOKE THE TRUTH, AND HE CALLED ME
ASIDE AFTER CLASS ONE DAY-

n

“You KNOW, SPARKY,” HE SAID, “THE ONLY WAY YOU'RE GOING
TO CHANGE THE SOCIAL AND ECONOMIC SYSTEM IN HAWAII IS TO
CHANGE THE LAWS. AND HOW DO YOU DO THAT? YOU MUST BECOME A
LEGISLATOR, A LAWMAKER -= GET INTO POLITICS.” THEN HE SAGELY
ADDED, “HAWAIT IS GOING TO BE A STATE SOMEDAY. AND WHEN THAT

HAPPENS, | WOULD LIKE TO SEE YOU BECOME A UNITED STATES

SENATOR.” THE NAME OF THAT INSPIRING TEACHER WAS

ROBERT W. CLOPTON, WHO LATER BECAME THE DEAN OF THE COLLEGE OF

EDUCATION AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII. HE PUT THE BUG IN MY

EAR! HIS IDEALISM WAS INFECTIOUS BUT IT DIDN'T COME EASY.

AFTER WORKING FOR SEVERAL YEARS FOLLOWING HIGH SCHoOL, | woN A

NEWSPAPER SUBSCRIPTION CONTEST AND THE PRIZE MONEY ENABLED ME

TO ENROLL AT THE UNIVERSITY OF HAWAII. THE YEARS OF WORLD




WAR 1] LAY AHEAD OF ME UPON MY COLLEGE GRADUATION AND | SERVED
IN THE ARMY IN NORTH AFRICA AND [TALY. NEXT CAME A POST-WAR
FEDERAL GOVERNMENT JOB AND THEN LAW SCHOOL, THANKS TO THE Gl
BILL. [ BECAME A LAWYER IN 1951 AND 1IN 1954 I FINALLY
REALIZED MY AMBITION, AS A MEMBER OF THE HAWAII HOUSE OF
REPRESENTATIVES, TO BECOME A LAWMAKER. [N 1967, I WAS ELECTED
To THE U. S. House OF REPRESENTATIVES AND IN 1976 To THE U. S.
SENATE.

I HAVE RELATED MY PAST ONLY IN ORDER TO ENCOURAGE EACH
AND EVERYONE OF YOU TO LOOK FORWARD TO YOUR FUTURE == TO

PREPARE YOURSELF TO SEEK OUT YOUR INDIVIDUAL CAREER OBJECTIVE.

TODAY OUR SOCIETY IN HAWAII OFFERS EQUAL OPPORTUNITIES TO

YOUNG HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES, AS NEVER BEFORE-.

So | CHALLENGE YOU NOT ONLY TO PREPARE FOR THE WORLD OF

HIGHER EDUCATION OR THE ADULT WORKFORCE, BUT ALSO TO PREPARE

TO FULFILL YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES AS CITIZENS OF THE GREATEST

COUNTRY ON THE FACE OF THIS EARTH! [EACH OF YOU MUST SET A




GOAL == TAKE UP A CAUSE ~— AND DEDICATE YOURSELF TO ITS

ATTAINMENT.

“SUCCESS IN LIFE DEMANDS/AN EARLY GOAL,/ WHICH YoOU

YOURSELF MUST SET/AND STRIVE TO GAIN."

AND LET ME ADD THAT AS FUTURE CITIZENS AND LEADERS OF

THE 21sT CENTURY, YOU COULD HAVE NO BETTER GOAL, OR CAUSE,

THAN THAT OF WORLD PEACE-.

IN SUCH A CAUSE, HOWEVER, | WOULD OFFER ONE CAUTION:

BEWARE OF BUMPER STICKER CLICHES. [0 LIVE AS AN ADULT CITIZEN

IN A DEMOCRACY REQUIRES YOU TO THINK FOR YOURSELF. THAT IS

YOUR FREEDOM == AND YOUR BURDEN, TWO SIDES OF THE SAME COIN.

OPEN UP THE DIPLOMA YOU WILL BE RECEIVING THIS EVENING AND YOU

WON'T FIND ENGRAVED ON IT THE SUM=TOTAL OF WHAT YOU HAVE

LEARNED IN CLASS AND ON THE PLAYING FIELDS AND AMONG YOUR

FRIENDS OVER THE PAST FOUR YEARS. YOUR DIPLOMA IS ONLY A

SYMBOL OF WHAT YOU HAVE EXPERIENCED AND WHAT YOU HAVE

MASTERED. BY THE SAME TOKEN, ONE CANNOT EXPECT AN APHORISM ON

THE REAR-END OF AN AUTOMOBILE TO SUBSTITUTE FOR THE HARD




BUSINESS OF THINKING AND THEN ACTING UPON THAT THOUGHT. [0 SO
SUBSTITUTE IS ONLY TO FOLLOW THE DRIVER AHEAD OF YOU INTO HIS
RUT —-- AND PERHAPS THE NEXT DITCH AROUND THE BEND.

| WAS BORN ON THE EVE OF OUR COUNTRY'S ENTRY INTO THE

FIRST "WORLD WAR AND FOUGHT MYSELF IN THE SECOND, THE BLOODIEST

IN WORLD HISTORY. SOME OF MY WorLD WAR [l BUDDIES AND HIGH

SCHOOL CLASSMATES WENT ON TO FIGHT ONCE MORE IN THE KOREAN

CONFLICT. WHEN [ REACHED MY STRIDE AS A CAREER LAWMAKER OUR
NATION WAS CAUGHT UP IN THE TURMOIL OF THE WAR IN VIETNAM.
SINCE THEN THERE HAVE BEEN LESSER CONFRONTATIONS == BEIRUT,
EL SALVADOR, GRENADA, LIBYA == BUT NONE OF THESE SKIRMISHES
HAS SERVED TO DISPEL THE CENTRAL LESSON OF THIS CENTURY --
THAT IN AN AGE OF NUCLEAR WEAPONRY, WARFARE IS OBSOLETE AS A
MEANS OF SETTLING INTERNATIONAL DISPUTES.

WHEN [ FIRST INTRODUCED A BILL IN CONGRESS MORE THAN
TWO DECADES AGO TO ESTABLISH A UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF PEACE,
THERE WERE MANY WHO DUBBED ME A VISIONARY, AN IMPRACTICAL

IDEALIST. BUT AFTER 21 YEARS OF UNRELENTING HARD WORK THAT




BILL WAS ENACTED INTO LAW AND TODAY THE UNITED STATES
INSTITUTE OF PEACE IS AT WORK‘FORMULATING [TS PROGRAM WHEREBY
POTENTIAL LEADERS OF THIS NATION AND OTHER NATIONS WILL STUDY
THE ART OF PEACEMAKING, FULFILLING MY LIFE-LONG DREAM.
CERTAINLY THIS PROSPECT IS MORE PRACTICAL AND REALISTIC

THAN THE IDEA THAT THERE CAN BE A “TECHNOLOGICAL FIX" TO

ASSURE PEACE == A L00 PERCENT EFFECTIVE LASER SHIELD AS

ENVISIONED IN THE SO-CALLED “STAR WARS” STRATEGIC DEFENSE

INITIATIVE. SURVIVAL IS NOT A QUESTION OF TECHNOLOGY BUT OF

HUMAN WILL. FIVE CENTURIES BEFORE (CHRIST WAS BORN THE UHINESE

PHILOSOPHER CONFUCIUS WROTE:

"THERE WILL BE NO PEACE UNTIL THE

INDIVIDUAL CITIZEN WANTS IT, SEEKS

[T AND WORKS FOR IT.”

PEACE, MOREOVER, IS A DYNAMIC, NOT A STATIC, CONDITION.

IT 1S THE SAME HUMAN ENERGY WE OBSERVE UNDER CONDITIONS OF

WAR, BUT APPLIED TO MORE HUMANE ENDS. FOREMOST, OF COURSE,




THE PRACTICE OF PEACE-MAKING REPRESENTS A COMMITMENT TO SETTLE
DISPUTES AT THE BARGAINING TABLE, NOT ON THE BATTLEFIELD-.

YOUR OWN HUMAN ENERGIES ARE ENORMOUS AT THIS TIME IN
LIFE; YOU HAVE BUT TO CHANNEL THEM IN DIRECTIONS WORTHY OF
YOUR OWN WELL-BEING AND THAT OF THOSE WHO CARE FOR YOU. As
YOU PREPARE TO TAKE YOUR PLACE IN THIS WORLD, | WOULD URGE YoOUu
NOT TO SELL YOURSELVES SHORT. KEEP THE PEACE AND KEEP. THE
FAITH == IN YOUR OWN SELF-WORTH. FEACH OF US CAN MAKE A
DIFFERENCE AND EACH OF US IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE DIFFERENCE HE
OR SHE MAKES. FEAR NOT WHAT LIES AHEAD FOR YOU BUT GO FORWARD
IN CONFIDENCE. “COMMENCE YOUR WORK WHEREVER YOU CAN;/YOUR

"

MAJOR TASK MAY BE TO START. AND DONfT BE TOO EASILY

DISCOURAGED. “IN FENDING LIFE’'S SOUL=-TRYING BLOWS/LET

PATIENCE BE YOUR WINNING PLOY.” PERSISTENCE PAYS OFF. [T HAS
TAKEN YOU TO THIS POINT WHICH YOU AND YOUR PARENTS CELEBRATE
THIS EVENING.

DREAMS CAN PAY OFF AS WELL. [0 PARAPHRASE GEORGE

BERNARD SHAW, “HUMAN PROGRESS IS ADVANCED NOT SO MUCH BY THOSE




WHO SEE THINGS AS THEY ARE AND ASK ‘WHY?', AS BY THOSE WHO
DREAM OF THINGS AS THEY OUGHT TO BE AND ASK 'wHY NoT?'”
SO, MY CHALLENGE TO YOU IS: SET YOUR GOALS IN LIFE NOW

== AIM HIGH AND PLAN ON HOW TO ACCOMPLISH THEM. AND IN YOUR

ROLE AS A CITIZEN, SEEK AND WORK FOR PEACE. ASPIRE TO A LIFE

WHICH TRANSFORMS YOUR SURROUNDINGS TO WHAT OUGHT TO BE == AND
IT CAN BE!

To sum uP: DESIGN YOUR OWN BUMPER STICKER FOR THE
JOURNEY AHEAD OF YOU. [T MAY WELL BE THAT YOU WILL FIND
YOURSELVES PARAPHRASING LINES ABOUT “LIFE” AND “HOPE"” AND

4

"wiLL” AND “wAy.” BUT DO IT YOUR WAY AND, BELIEVE ME, YOUR
PARENTS AND | WILL THEN HAVE FAITH IN. YOUR FUTURE AND THE

FUTURE OF HAWAII, THE NATION AND THE WORLD. THANK YOU FOR

LISTENING, AND MAY GOD BLESS YOU ALL-.
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"SETTING AN EARLY GOAL™

COMMENCEMENE_ADDRESS OF THE HONORABLE SPARK M. MATSUNAGA/////
UNITED STATES SENATOR
BEFORE THE 1986 GRADUATING CLASS
OF HENRY J. KAISER HIGH SCHOOL j;
Henry J. Kaiser High School Stadium - Honolu%?{’Hawaii
Saturday, May 31, 1986 - 6:30 p,m;/
/

/

Thank you, Diane (Furubayashi), fp? your most generous

introduction. It is of great comfort t6 me to be properly

introduced, for much too often I a;/mistaken for a foreign

diplomat. (Haig story) ;
[f

E
It is customary for sp%ékers at commencement exercises

to offer some sage advice and’urge the students on to greater
;

success in their future en?@avors. I am a little reluctant to

do that, however, for I rgﬁember from my own studies as a
J
youth that the Greek phijlosopher Socrates went around giving
‘;/

good, sound advice to yﬁe youth of Athens and the City Fathers

poisoned him to deathf
j;’

r

/
7
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So instead:;I wish to offer you a challenge today -- a

challenge to devifop your leadership abilities to the fullest
extent and to heip solve the very tough problems which face

our state and nétion -- yes, even the worldﬁﬂAs young men and

women preparing either to continue your education or to enter




into full-time employment in the adult world, you have
opportunities and options much greater than those which were
available to the members of my high school class back in the
days of the Great Depression of the 1930's. When I was a
student at Kauai High School I also worked as a part-time yard
boy and as a stevedore-warehouseman, At that time being of
Asian ancestry meant being at the bottom of the pay scale. I
remember challenging my haole civics teacher who had recently
arrived in the islands from the mainland and was extolling the
virtues of American democracy. "Is it the objective of
American democracy to pay a Caucasian three times what is paid
an Oriental even though they work side by side doing the same
kind of work?" I asked. "Of course not," he answered. "Are you
trying to tell me that that situation prevails here in
Hawaii?" I said, "Yes, sir." He learned later after doing his
own investigation that I spoke the truth, and he called me

aside after class one day.

"You know, Sparky," he said, "the only way you're going
to change the social and economic system in Hawaii is to
change the laws. And how do you do that? You must become a
Legislator, a lawmaker -- get into politics." Then he
sagely added, "Hawaii is going to be a state someday. And when
that happens, I would like to see you become a United States

Senator." The name of that inspiring teacher was Robert W.

Clopton, who later became the Dean of the College of Education

at the University of Hawaii. He put the bug in my ear! His




idealism was infectious but it didn't come easy. After working

for several years following high school, I won a newspaper

subscription contest and the prize money enabled me to enroll
at the University of Hawaii. The years of World War II lay
ahead of me upon my college graduation and I served in the
Army in North Africa and Italy. Next came a post-war Federal
Government job and then law school, thanks to the GI bill., I
became a lawyer in 1951 and in 1954 I finally realized my
ambition, as a member of the Hawaii House of Representatives,
to become a lawmaker. In 1962 I was elected to the U. S. House

of Representatives and in 1976 to the U. S. Senate.

I have related my past only in order to encourage each
and everyone of you to look forward to your future -- to
prepare yourself to seek out your individual career objective.
Today our society in Hawaii offers equal opportunities to

young high school graduates, as never before.

So I challenge you not only to prepare for the world of
higher education or the adult workforce, but also to prepare
to fulfill your responsibilities as citizens of the greatest
country on the face of this earth! Each of you must set a goal

-- take up a cause -- and dedicate yourself to its attainment.

"Success in life demands/an early goal,/ which you

yourself must set/and strive to gain."




And let me add that as future citizens and leaders of
the 21st Century, you could have no better goal, or cause,

than that of world peace.

In such a cause, however, I would offer one caution:
beware of bumper sticker cliches. To live as an adult citizen
in a democracy requires you to think for yourself. That is
your freedom -- and your burden, two sides of the same coin.
Open up the diploma you will be receiving this evening and you
won't find engraved on it the sum-total of what you have
learned in class and on the playing fields and among your

friends over the past four years. Your diploma is only a

symbol of what you have experienced and what you have

mastered. By the same token, one cannot expect an aphorism on
the rear-end of an automobile to substitute for the hard

business of thinking and then acting upon that thought. To so
substitute is only to follow the driver ahead of you into his

rut -- and perhaps the next ditch around the bend.

I was born on the eve of our country's entry into the
first world war and fought myself in the second, the bloodiest
in world history. Some of my World War II buddies and high
school classmates went on to fight once more in the Korean
conflict. When I reached my stride as a career lawmaker our
Nation was caught up in the turmoil of the war in Vietnam.
Since then there have been lesser confrontations -- Beirut, El

Salvador, Grenada, Libya -- but none of these skirmishes has




served to dispel the central lesson of this century -- that in

an age of nuclear weaponry, warfare is obsolete as a means of

settling international disputes.

When I first introduced a bill in Congress more than
two decades ago to establish a United States Academy of Peace,
there were many who dubbed me a visionary, an impractical
idealist. But after 21 years of unrelenting hard work that
bill was enacted into law and today the United States
Institute of Peace is at work formulating its program whereby
potential leaders of this Nation and other nations will study

the art of peacemaking, fulfilling my life-long dream.

Certainly this prospect is more practical and realistic
than the idea that there can be a "technological fix" to
assure peace -- a 100 percent effective laser shield as
envisioned in the so-called "Star Wars" Strategic Defense
Initiative, Survival is not a question of technology but of
human will. Five centuries before Christ was born the Chinese

philosopher Confucius wrote:

"There will be no peace until the
Individual Citizen wants it, seeks

It and works for it."

Peace, moreover, is a dynamic, not a static, condition.

It is the same human energy we observe under conditions of




war, but applied to more humaneé ends, Foremost, of course, the
practice of peace-making represeénts a commitment to settle

disputes at the bargaining table, not on the battlefield.

Your own human energies are enormous at this time in
life; you have but to channel them in directions worthy of
your own well-being and that of those who care for you. As you
prepare to take your place in this world, I would urge you not
to sell yourselves short. Keep the peace and keep the faith --
in your own self-worth. Each of us can make a difference and
each of us is responsible for the difference he or she makes.
Fear not what lies ahead for you but go forward in confidence,.
"Commence your work wherever you can;/Your major task may be
to start." And don't be too easily discouraged. "In fending
Life's soul-trying blows/Let Patience be your winning ploy."
Persistence pays off. It has taken you to this point which you

and your parents celebrate this evening.

Dreams can pay off as well. To paraphrase George
Bernard Shaw, "Human progress is advanced not so much by those
who see things as they are and ask 'why?', as by those who

dream of things as they ought to be and ask 'why not?'"

So, my challenge to you is: Set your goals in life now

-~ aim high and plan on how to accomplish them. And in your

role as a citizen, seek and work for peace. Aspire to a life




which transforms your surroundings to what ought to be -- and

it can be!

To sum up: Design your own bumper sticker for the
journey ahead of you. It may well be that you will find
yourselves paraphrasing lines about "life" and "hope" and
"will" and "way." But do it your way and, believe me, your
parents and I will then have faith in your future and the
future of Hawaii, the nation and the world. Thank you for

listening, and may God bless you all,

H#




