
'I'HE XXth CENTURY

French Indo·Cbina towards the Co.Prosperity
Sphere.

It must be stressed that tho Japantllle
Air Force h88 contributed a great deal to
the very effective operations of the Army
and Navy on all fronts in China. Among

other objoctives, particular attention h88
been paid to air b&8C8 which might eerve
Anglo-American designs for air attacks
against Japanese.held ba8es. In this way,
any poesible plana for an American air
offensive against tenitoriee under the Chineee
National Government have been frustrated.

BOOK REVIEW
ee for their tune IIDd the following geoeratione its
made oonvinoiDgJy olear.

Chin_ philoeophy, the moat Important factor
in Chineee letters, is o1oeely linked to hiatoricaJ and
eocioIotPcal deve!opmente, influeociDB ADd in·
flueneed. The au~ complete JDMt4Ir of this
subjeot.-givee a comprehenaive pioture of the
trend of thought for every period. Stood up thua
apinIt their proper m.&odOal beckground8. idM8.
beliefl, IIDd 8)'IItem.I aeem much easier to nnderatand
than wben treated by themeelvee.

Ten leotourea held in the p~oe of friondl ill
Pekina in the winter of 19.1/.2 have been made
available to the reader in this book. To publish
lecturee ill often a risky undertaking-not aU good
lectunlII make aood reading. But in the preeeot
ClUl8 it is a complete auooe.. Not only iI.theauthor
a 8peaker who cmoo- his WOIda witib the .......

care, but his iIao lift eVldeace-

~
of • tUm for writing. Ilia Jan.
,... doea not avoid diftlcult COn.lltruc.

r. I'I1n- t.ioae 01' out-of.tbe-ordinary exp.-iona.
lJII- but it IMMII' becolllH ponderous or Itilted.

::;;;;I~'~J"'1 It is alwaYIIlucid and holdl the reader's
_~ int~nlIIt to tbe end.

• • •<-

Folklore Studies. (Mweum oj
0rienIal EIMaoIow. 1M OalAoli4 Univet'·
ril¥ oj PeIMg. EdiIor: ProJ. Dr.

MaIlAiM EW. S. V,D. Vol. I, 1!H2, 109 pp., FRB

"~)editoria1ouWnee the aim8 of tllill new period.
ical. EthnoloaY aod the eoieooe of folklore should
not bo regardecl as IIlparate fields of 1'8II88l'Oh. but
rather as a oompoUte unit., capable of givins ....
clear idea ol"Eut Aaiatio Man viewed ... member
of his ~tive people and community." Aa
timll8 are unoertain. only one volume • )'eM' ill
planned 10 far, with the hope of «qMM'dinglater,
It will contain 8Ul'V8ye, bibliope.phiee of the work
done in thie fleld and, above al1, 8erve .... vehicle
for inveatigatione aDd new diaooveriea, in order to
"etimulate~ work" aod to "communicate
the lateet findinp to penoua iDtere.ted in ethno·
logical Itudiel." .

An aooount of the llueeum of Onental Ethnol.
ogy at the Catbolio Univeraity, Peking, and a
lIurvey of itoe exh!bitoe pertaining to folklore and
cuatome, old ADd _. in China and Japan, shows
that a start hM been made to put into pl'IIOtice
the ideM of S. )(. Shirokogorolf, noted ethnologist,
who died a fow yean 1IiO. From his pen is the
flra$ artioJe, dealing with the principlee and aima
whioh should guide "Ethnographical Inveltiption
in China."

Reeearch in spooial fielda. either 88 o1JeervatiODll
01 hitherto little·known sU.-titiOll8, or .. bia­
torical IIDd d~riptive acoounte of Chineee or
Japane. ClUIItome, forme the subject of the follow.
ing artioJee: "The Origin and Growth of the Fu

CHINA
Cblnaa Geacblcbte. zebn e1Dftlhreade Vor­

trlae (China's History. Ten introductory Ieoturea),
~ BeUmw WilIldm. (Pe1&iJlf/, 1912, EduioM Hmri
YcIc:A. 208 1'1'.)

Our century bu p~ted 118 with a great num·
ber of .cholarly aDd uaeful boob on Ohinese his·
tory--eome of them fairly rooent.--eo that the
qaeetioD may well ari8e: "Why another'" The
an.nrer ill definitely: we need it. For the BUb~ect

i' vut aDd the interest in it ill steadily growmg.
A P-t variety of reeden demandl So variety of
boob on the lIlIm8 IUbject. As the excellent
bibliography attached to thie new book reveals.
many recent publicatlone have dealt with ODe
period or upeet of Chineee hiltory. The amazing
dilloovery of an authentlo. Shang dynaety hall
iDllpired lIp8Cial Itudiea and rendered aU earlier
boob ho~y antiquated. To the
average penon, Shang often impliee noth·
ing but an expensivo kind of bronzo
"_1. U he reads Wilhelm', book, he
will find that. u a period of Chineee
history, It grew out of So Itill remoter
put and influenced later centuries. :u
.. put into ita proper p1aoe.

The flnt, chapter deale in a rational
rnanner with the time preceding the
tfbaog dynuty, lettinc archeolopal
di8eoveriell. ethnolosioal evideoce, IIDd
lepndl have their ..y about China's eedieilt
civilization. Even though the political h1Itory of
China may not have got under _y until late­
ChiDNe civilization hal itoe rootoe in pre-Shang
timOB,
~t boob have eometimee overemphaeiud

the eulier perioda of Chineee hiItory .. beiDa tbe
only creative onee. Dr. Wilhelm iI more impartial:
11i11later ohaptel'a do complete juatioe to the special
cbaract.er of each dynaltlo reign. But.moe thent
ill no doubt that the centurill8 before our ChriatiaD
era were the formative years of Chinese oivilization.
almoat half of the book ill devoted to them.

ODe of the book's great merita i8 the imputoiality
with which every event, penon, aDd idea .. treated
in itoe relation to the whole of China', hiatory.
Juatioe ill done to people with bad rep'utatiOQl,
like Chin Shih Huang TI or Wang An-ehih; othera.
like Kublai Khan or Chien Lung, are Itripped of
lOIDe of their glamour. Anecdotes are t-t for
cbaraocterisation, but the l18DAtional ill never
exploited.

80 many hiatory boob cannot withstand the
W1mptation to Itre. a partioular personality, period
or movement at the ezpenae of others. The even
balance maintained throlJ8hout thiR book is eepe·
~ noticooble in the chaptera on Lao·t8u IIDd

uciua. The 8pace devotod to them i8 eotinlly
in proportion to the IICOpo of the book, IUld hence
rather limited. But linoe they are Dot treated u
iIIolated phenomena, the importance oft~ geniu..
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GERMAN VERSE
G6tter und Menseben (Gods and Men), by

Elgar von Randow. (Shanghai, 1943, Ma:z: NIH8kr
&1 Co. 44 pp.)

It. ie a proof of the spiritual vitality of the emall
community of Germane living in East Asia that
from time to time books in German are published
from ita midst to help fill t.he gap of intellectual
stimuli which has been caused by their being cut
off from home. The moet recent of th_ pub.
licatione is a well·printed and attractively bound
volume of verse containing 43 poems (including
many sounets) by Elgar von Randow.

isolated for four years and W88 thus in a very
dangerous position, even though sorne Japaneee
circlee may have spoken of a "splendid isolation."
In the opinion of t.he speaker, the conclusion of the
Anti-Comintem Pact terminated this period of
isolation; and he foretelle that, just as the Anglo­
Japanese alliance had been followed by treati8fl
with Rueeia and Franoe, the Anti-Comintem Pact
would be but a first step in a new direction.

The Il800nd epellCh. held in July 1937, deals
with the friendly relatione between Japan, Manchou·
kuo, and Gennany, and the po88ibilitiee of getting
together etill closer in the spirit which led to
the conclusion of the Anti-Comintem Pact. The
author'e frankneee and the luoidity of his id888
make the booklet absorbing reading and will con·
t.ribute towards deepening the friendship between
t.he t.wo allied natio08.-K.F

Gr08sdeutacbland In derjapantscben Lltera­
tur (Greater Gennany in apanese Literature).
A bibliography by Humann &hiJ!er and KelJji
Talca1lallhi. in German and Japanue. (Tokyo,
1943, Japani8eh-DfltlUcMs KulturiMtuul. 155 pp.)

In hie preface, Dr. H. Zachert, the Gennan head
of the Japanese.German Culture lnetitute in Tokyo,
says: "Today all circles in Nippon ahow the
greateet poeaible interest for t.he &111' Germany.
Countleee worb, both good and bad, t.ry to give
answers to all queetione. It ie the aim of this
litt.le volume to present a survey of recent pub.
licationa in order to allow t.he reader to make au
intelligent selection. It is intended u a guide in
the field of Japanese publicatione on Greater
Germany for all those who wish to inform themaelvee
about. the nature and t.he work of t.he German
people with the aid of good booke. May it be to
all who use it a valuable guide through the variety
of what ie offered and thus contributo itll ehare
towards the deepening of understanding for Ger·
many."

The volume containe a llOlectioD of about 3.'')11
titlee or books publiehed in t.he years 1937/42 aud
d088 not include works of a purely 8Oienti6c or
technical nature. Each title ie followed by a
short deecription of the contents.

Since there are more thaD 1,200 publicatione to
be coneidered, not. counting thoee out of print,
this volume ie to be followed by others. The
authors hope that. their attempt. will be tile
beginning of a complete bibliography of Japanese.
language publicetione about Germany, as a coun­
terpart. to the German BlbliographM txm Japan
founded by Nachod. But even in its present form
the litt.le book will be extremely U88ful u a reliable
guide through the Japanese literature on Germany.

•••

• t: '-U.. (Adolf Hit1el'-the Fuhrer aud
his Work), by Honrgo.Si7Utro. (To1cyo, 1942,
Nippon Dempo TlIW1lifHha. 1681'1'.)

This beautiful publication W88 iAued on the
second anniveru.ry of the conclusion of the Tri·
partite Pact. Written in Japaneee, it containe a
wealth of intereeting photographs, partly colored,
of the Fdhrer'e work and hie breath.taking career
from humble birth to supreme leadership of the
Reich. Well bound and printed, and very ably
orrlUlged, the book ie aure to find many avid
l'oll.l1ors.

• • •
Die Bedeutung dea Deutaeb-Japanlseben

Abkommens llegen die Komlntem (The Signif.
icance of the Gennan.Japaneee Anti-Comintem
Pact), by Dr. Y08ukfl MaUuolca. (Tokyo, 1938,
Nippon Dempo T8U8hin.8ha. 63 pp.)

This ie a little volume containing the German
trana1atione of two speeches by Dr. :Matsuoka,
then the Director of the South ManohW'ian Railway.
The author W88 one of the moot ardent advooatee
of the German.Japanese alliance and visited Berlin
as Foreign Miniet~r after the conclusion of the
Tripartite Pact.

In tobe fint epeech, held late in 1936, he explains
the 1'888008 which inapired the fonnation of a
Gennan.Japanese front againet World Bolehevism.
Then he reviews t.he Japanese polioy of aIliancee
einoe the beginning of t.he century, etating that,
after the abrogation of the Anglo.Japanese alliance
in 1922, Japan resembled an ocean liner on the
high 8688 with a broken rudder, drifting with the
stonn and currents towards that reef caI1ed Geneva.
While eventually avoiding that peril by resigning
from the League of Natione. Japan remained

GERMANY AND JAPAN

• • •
ChlDe.e Documentary PubUcatlons Concern­

In~ the Forelp PoUcy of the Last Hundred
Yeare. In oW' review appearing in the April
IlJ43 i88ue, t.he Chinese characters on page 313,
IpCt column. line 23, should read: Jtff- 'J oM; line
:!4: ~.Ci:.1t~: right column, line .: :9:...

Chi," by Chao Wei.pang; "Vow Fulfilhnent by
Substitution," by JOIIef Thiel (illU8trated); "Ex.
amplee of Charm againat Epidemioa," by Ch'en
Hsiang.eh'un (illUlltrated); "Heihaku-Mitegura-­
Uohei," by Karl Reitz; and a pictorial report on
the manufacture of "Iron Flowers" by Hedda
Hammer, whoee photographs are alway. a joy to()
the eye.

Accountll of what h88 been achieved and pre·
sented to thoee interested by ChineN 1ICh0lant are
given in "Modem Chineee Folklore Investigat.ion,"
by Chao Wei.pang, and in "Buddhist Legends of
Yiinnan and Kueichou." To the Bibliographical
Reports belongs also a eummary by the Editor
of "Japaneee and German Animal Folk Storiee,"
a dieeertation in German by Aehiya Mizuyo.
Engliah extracts of the articlee written in German
conclude the volume.

Thus the first ieeue and the forecast of the
contentll of the leCond already give an ample idea
of the field t.he Editor and hie contributors intend
to cover, both geographically and met.hodically.
-Eleanor Coneten.

I
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Poetry ie the moe' .ubjfdive of aU literary
lonDL It reveal8 t.be~ ill hie relatioubip to
him8elf and to God. to "hie lellow mIlD and to N.·
ture, and ie often • hlahly personal oonIeMion.
One might. diYide lyricaf poetry into two typell.
ODe which ....)'8 within the apbere of tbe wbjeotive
and one whieb linb up with the objective. EIgw
VOIl R.adow's poeme reveal • __l4ve poM
who ie at.riving to 10 beyond t.be peraonal to
what Iah~ of the fundameatal iaau. in
hUJDUl IiICI-6I1d who, out of the depth of his
own UperillDce, triell to lIlLy thinga whicla concern
othen too. Tn thia his finlt volume of verae, the
author baa .ucceeded beat in his more peraonal

pCIOmL All his worb, ho_ver, dilltinguiebed
by • poliabed .yle eometimM ftlmini t 01 Rilke.
We quote one uample:

DiIlTage

Nicht du _ ech~ Die Tap hiDzulebeD
Und ihrer FueJJe nur Gef_ au sein.
Nicht dazu hauchte Gott dir Atem ein,
Oeouepam aufaulaopn, was _ geben.

Viel echwerer Iat,-und darin liegt die Sendung,
Vor der umsolWt du dem Oeaicht verhuel1llt,­
Dua du die Tap mit dir eelber fuel"t,
Und Do dir StuteD werden &\II' VoUendung.

RECENT JAPANESE PUBLICATIONS

CoUectiOD 01 Yal&1 Juklchl'. Poema.
A 8tol')' 01 a BeautlM Beart, ", 8aMaI8U

Mw1tIJItoii,
ManIa,e, ", QUltu Nohymna. (To"";, 1943,

Bolrob..1la, 255 pp., Ym 1.80)

• • •

Japanese literature ia now advancing in a new
direction in accordance with "the platforma of the
recently lllItabliahed Japan Literature Patriotiu
Service A.ooiation. Ita main platforms are
"Estabu.hment of • W8lIaIuc1lauung of the Japa.
_ literary mao," ''Oo-operation for the 8lItab.
Iisbment and execution of literary policy," "En.
hancement of national 8pirit through literature,"
"N.tional advancement through literature," ete.

Of CQUDe, it will be some time befOl'8 the spirit
of t.heee platforms is embodied ir;1literwy worU.

When _ ..-d the poema of Jukichi YlItP we
feel that, without having studied religioua doc·
trioM, we .... directly .w.... of the exietenoe of
Ood. The aWaigbtforwwd aentiment of simple,
nlligioua men and the beeuty of the hUJDUl soul
.... captured in tbeae poems.

At timee, Jukichi Vagi, in his lone ~h for
God, sprt!eds an atmOllpbere of melancholy, but a
by DO ID88Il8 dismal melancholy. BehiDd t.be
dar~ there are the ~, pumy, -ad __
bri~'- of • man who hu God witlUa his IOUI.
This bright_ rna,. be 00IIlJNlI'ed to the'lfIbt 01
a candle ftickaoilUr 'WON an.u.r. Let as quote
hia poem ''Tnith''':

When I am 1000t In • _ of perplexity,
When I am in the deptJllI of 10nelineol8.
Into t.hat loneoo- I would stretch my hand
And emtly touch t·he hand of Truth.

The JlO8' w.. bom in 1898. After graduating
from a higher normal school, he became .. t41acher
of the EJlgUab languago. At the age of tbirty he
died of • chest diaeaRe, hill son and daught,er fol.
lowing their father's death at the age of fifteen
and sin-. When _ look at. the portraits of
his wife and children which accompany this col.
lection of hie poems, and when we think of hie
abort liIe, it. _ms quite natural for him to have
written with such pure feelings.

The Ood 1VOl'llhiped by Jukichi Vagi ill Jesus
0hrIat. Ho_ver, it must not neceBBarily be Ohrist.
Hie God ia all that. ia supreme, 1aCnld, and pure,
and hie poems~ to communicate the words of
God jUllt .. they ..... "

However, there .... already eome novela written
on t.be WeIIan«1tGUWIf of the J~ literary
man, .. -U as eorne literary worb intended to
enhance the national spirit.. 10 the field 01 poetry,
for inatance, all poets have tnmed to war 01' pa.
triotic themell. The poems which have moved the
k~::: moo are tboee by Kotaro 'l'llkamura allli

. hi Ozaki.

As a novel, there ie A Story oj II 1ka1diJul BfIOrl
by San_tow Muahakoji. The u.. Ia the hean
of tl.oM who' 10ft. As an~ .......
baa taken the J)MIicm of • ,o~ ""bo,
in the Orer.t.. ..... AM W.. y loob for.
ward to the~ when he will die in combat with
t.be eDIID)':; "'l'Iie ·whole Gory ia peneLrated by tbo
&lI&bor". ~""", namely, that it ia l&

Jo7 .&0 Jhoe t.brou(Jh every diftlc:ulty and that a
bliPt life" beckons beyond every battier. The
~ combined with the simplicity of the
author'. attitude toward life ia what. appeala eo
intel1llely to the public. It ia in weh worb that
the enhancement of the national spirit would IIIlOm
to be attained by literature.

•••
As indicated by it4 title, loIarrilUft, Giilhu

Nakayama's coUection of IIl10rt storitltl dOll'" almolltl
exolWlively with the quetltio/1 of Ulurriage. ~
author says:

"Man canDOt live alone. Harri..- is • happy
and beautiful dream embraced bT eveq maD and
woman. At the aame time, it; ... riddle which
every human being muat 101ve lor 1IiDwelf:'

Two of the storiell deal with • man who h84 lost
his wife and ia living in lonelineaa. Sometimes ho
I~ laimself in drink and diaaipation. When be
ieeober be feels the quallM 01 OOO8Clience and re8eotAI
upon bia own corrup&ed IOU1. The voioe of bia
self·torture ia 10 r-.l tbM it tears at the heart of
the reader. On other occaaiona, he wwr­
these refiectiolUl and behaV88 reck1NB1y. But,
no matter what be dOllll, it is always tbe figure of
hie dead wife which appeanI before hie eY88 and
looks at him out of everything. As the lI88>IOns
change, hie feeling of 10nelineM deopelUl. The
story _ms to dMcribe the author's own experienc.
es.

AnotJ_ story, entitled "Prisoner," tel1ll WI
about a young womall. II student .,t a coUetl9 01
muaio, who geta to know a student of economics
through an introduction of a frielld. They IOOIl
get lII&I'ried, but their liIe together turne out to

•••
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be a failure because of a deep cleavage in their
physical affection. At times they live apart, and
once she even thinks of committing suicide. The
woman's mental anguish l88ts for some twenty
years, until her hus~and's death. .

The Buthor describes how she tries to find a
monning in life through her child to compensat.o

her for her lack of satisfaction in her huaband.
The story deale with the Rge-old problem of phys.
cal and spiritual affection between huaband and
wife, and the author ill partioularly interested in
trying to dillcover the root of the discord with
regard to the influonce of maritRI relations.
-Tsutomu Nam.'lllki

ON THE SCREEN
JAPANESE PRODUCTIONS

War Records of· the Army Air Force and
Construction of a Base. Documentary fihns
photographed by staff members of the Press Sec­
tion of the hnperial Army and Navy.

The first picture shows the activities of the
Army air corps in the battle of Burma, with the
camera focused on the daily operations at its base.
Although the film does not contain breath.taking
scenes of aerial combat, it teaches the nation the
important role played by tho air force in modem
warfare. It is too much to expect a perfect and
diversified description of such 1arge'8Cale opera­
tions from a single cameraman who worked without
a director. Moreover, since it is poorly edited,
its eight reels seem too long. We are shown the
constantly advanoing air·force b_. which was
originally established in Thailand and later moved
into Burmese territory. We see the activities of
the air wirele118 corps and air IlUI"veying oorps, 88
well 88 the important mission of scouting planes.
There are some impre88ive BCenes showing the
rescuing of the crew of a scout plane which had
made a forced landing. Before bidding f~well

to the plane, the crew and the rescue corps BOt fire
to it with their own hands.

Flowery Phantasm (Hanayaka.naru-Gemo),
directed by Kichindo Ochiai. In the leading parts:
Michitaro Mizuahima and Yumeji Tsukioka.

The hero of t·his picture, a music teacher at l\
high school for girls, is called to the colors in the
Greater E88t Asia War and 108eII both his eyes.
Returning from the front, he starts a new lifo as
a compo80r. He devotes himself to composing R
symphony called "Dawn of the Gods," The hero
is played by the young star Michitaro MizU8hima,'
and the heroine by a rising actrese of intellectual
beauty, Yumeji Tsukioka.

The blind composer then goes to Tokyo to hold
a concert, which tu,rns out to be a SUCOO88. The
relations between the hero and the heroine do not
develop into either love or marriage, Rnd tIle
film only suggests her yearning for him.

In the last scene, the Japan Symphony Orchestra
plays 0. symphony, a compoeition by Masao Ohkj,
11 rising composer. This is pro.bably the first time
that a Japan080 musical mm has taken Ilsymphony
as its theme; Unfortuuately, the presentatIon of
the concert is a failure, owing to the weakness of
its filming. The picture is unique in that it depicts
the life of a wounded soldier; however, it cannot.
be reganled 88 outstanding. One cannot help
realizing the slow progreBB of Japanese muaical
films. '.

Sugata Sanshiro, directed by Aki~ KUJ'08B~a.
In the loading parts: Suaumu FUJIta, D~Jlro

Okoohi, Yukiko Todoroki, and Ranko Hanal.
This is tho first ,Tllpane80 film dealing with judo

and Bhowing a number of judo matches.
The founder of the judo nrt of fighting W88 the late

.Tigoro Kano, a member of the House of Peers,
who, in the Meiji Era, established Kokokan 88 the
conter of judo training in Japan. A traditional
martial art. known 88 "jujitsu" bad been popular
in Japan eince th!t days of the Tokugawa Period,anel there were many masters of jujitsu in Tokyo.
Jigoro Kano, who bad just graduated from the
Tokyo Imperial University, deplored the degrada·
tion of thOBO m88ters of jujitsu and propoeed. the
found~tion of ju.do, for which purpose he opened
a judo training hall. Jujitsu is simply an art of
801f-defenso. Judo hM added au ethical moaning
to thill. Being a pedagogue who taught ethics at
the Peers' School, Kano created judo mainly 88 an
art for training the spirit. Today, thanks to his
efforts, jujit8u has been entirely repl&ced by ~odo.
kan judo.

The film Sugata Sanshiro is a popular melodrama.
Its hero, Sugata Sanshiro (played by Sueumu
Fujita, so succoBBful 88 a squad commander in
Sw. BaUle of! Hawaii and Maloi), is the best pupil
of the jwlo teacher Yano Shogoro (modeled after
J"JgOro Kano and played by Denjiro Okochi, Japan's
Emil ·Jannings). He distinguishes himself by hill
outstanding ability and goes on to conquer many
lll118ters of jujiteu. The story, which aIBo contains
t he necessary love element, is about all imaginary
person and h88 been adapted from a popular novel
by Tsuneo Tomita.

The film starts off with a thrilling scene in which
Yano Shogoro is attacked late at night by BOven
lawless jujitsu profeBBionals. With hill judo meth.
ods, Yono throws them one by one into a river.
He finally holds down the leader of the gang and
makes him apologize. In revenge, the enemy later
challenges him to a bout. The challenge is ac·
cepted by Sugata Banshiro, who throws hill oppo·
nent and thus causes his instant death. Sugata
feels pity for this man's daughter (played by Ranko
Hanai). Although killing one's opponent in a judo
match does not constitute a crime, it none the
1_ causes mental anguish to young Sugata.

Thill is the first. work by a new director, Akira
KUl'088wa. It is interesting in its dynamic dellCrip.
tion of judo matches. Although judo matches are
always held in a hall nowadays, it W88 not un·
common for them to be held outdoors at the begin.
ning of the Meiji Era. The weak point. of the
picture is that its Bt.ory is too complicated. More·
ovor, t,he psychology of SlIgato.'S mental o.nguisb
and of his uttitude towards women i8 ambiguous.

•
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