100™H INFANTRY BATTALION VETERANS ORGANIZATION

PUKA PUKA

PARADE

L 0 40 20 40 2B 2B 2 4 ¢

* k kK K

January 2024

Issue No. 01/2024

Happy New Year! (PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE)
By Janice Sakoda (daughter of Gary Uchida (HQ)), 100" IBV President; Events Committee Chair

Happy New Year, everyone!

We are happy to report that 17 new
members have joined our club since
the December 2023 issue of our Puka
Puka Parade (PPP). Please join me in
welcoming Sandra and Brian Abelaye
(daughter and son-in-law of Walter
“Biffa” Moriguchi (A)), Alvin and
Mary Tsukayama, John Tsukayama
and Anna Taft, Stephen and Lisa
Tsukayama (sons and daughters-in-
law of Conrad Tsukayama (D)),
Marlene Yamane-Chau (daughter
of Mitsuo Yamane (A)); Randall

Hayashi and David Hayashi (nephews
of Mitsuo Yamane (A)), Craig and
Susan Hamada (son and daughter-in-
law of Masaru Hamada (B)), Davis
and Jason Akasaki (grandsons of

Roy Hatakenaka (Medics)), Lorna
Schnell (daughter of Mike M. Nagishi
(0)), and Rebecca “Becky” Wood (niece of Kiyoshi
Shiramizu (Medics)) and cousin to Mel Shiramizu,
whom I wrote about in last month’s PPP issue.

We are excited that descendants and their families
continue to join our club. The Events Committee is
working to provide activities that will interest a wide
range of members. Please see the Events Committee
Updates article elsewhere in this issue. If you have
a suggestion or would like to help our committee,
please let me know.

We are thankful for Karleen Chinen (daughter
of Wally Seiko Chinen (D)) for her editorship
of the Puka Puka Parade from July 2022 until

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans organization 2024 Board of Directors.
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February 2023, when Karleen requested a couple of
months leave to work on her book. Due to various
circumstances, Karleen has been unable to return to
her editorial role and Amy Kwong (granddaughter of
Eugene Kawakami (A)), who has been serving as
our temporary PPP Editor, has agreed to add this to
the many other hats she wears. Thank you, Karleen
and THANK YOU, AMY for taking on another
task. You may be aware that the PPP is the official
publication of the Corporation. Since 2024 is an
election year, the Editor’s role will be important to
make sure notices are published as required by our
bylaws.

Continued on page 2
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We recently gave a tour to Sharon Nakamura
(daughter of Takayuki Yamane (A)) and her
granddaughter. Sharon remembers coming to the
clubhouse during her “hanna battah days” for
Christmas parties and when her dad came to play
poker. While showing Sharon around, three people
approached the door to see if they could visit the
Clubhouse. Miyuki, who was visiting from Japan,
was very interested in the Nisei story. Although she
had an interpreter/guide and a driver, Arlene Sato was
able to share, in Japanese, about the 100™. Miyuki
was so interested in the Nisei soldier stories, she is
now planning to go to Bruyéres next Spring. I tell
this story to let you know that, if you’re interested in
a tour of the clubhouse, please schedule a time with
the office. Depending on the office and club schedule,
sometimes walk-ins cannot be accommodated.

Many of us are at the age where we are wondering
what to do with our father’s artifacts/memorabilia and
other “stuff.” For our family, we didn’t know which
of the 8 grandkids (and 10 great grandchildren) would
appreciate what the medals, uniforms, travel bag, etc.
meant to their grandfather, let alone how they would
take care of it. For this reason, it was a (relatively)
easy decision for our family to donate these things
to an organization that we knew would keep it all
in a climate-controlled environment, would stop the
progression of aging, and would let it be seen and
appreciated by a wider audience.

If you are at similar crossroads, may I suggest you
consider donating/loaning it to the Nisei Soldier
Traveling Exhibition that is being sponsored by
the National Museum of the U.S. Army, National
Veterans Network, and U.S. Army Historical
Foundation OR donating it to the Heroes of the
Vosges Museum in Bruyeres, France? A few of us met
with representatives from the Nisei Soldier Traveling
Exhibition in early December, and in early January,
we met with Allen Kamemoto, who is working with
Carl Williams on obtaining artifacts for the Bruyeéres
museum. Allen, whose father, Kazuo Kamemoto
(A), served with the 100", remembers his dad being
very active with the Green Thumbs club. If you have
any questions or want to loan or donate something,
please contact me via the Clubhouse office. &
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NOMINATIONS AND ELECTIONS
COMMITTEE

By Jan Nadamoto (daughter of Isao Nadamoto (B)),
100th IBV BOD - Director, Baker Chapter;
Nominations and Elections Committee Chair

My, how time passes by so quickly! It’s time to
start planning for the upcoming 2024 elections!
We’re in the process of forming the Nominations
and Elections Committee now, so if you’d like to
help out and participate in this, please email me

at Jannadamoto(@gmail.com or contact me at
(808) 347-3127.

Our first meeting will be held on Saturday,
February 17, 2024 at 11:00 a.m. at the
clubhouse. &
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Happy Birthday! 7/
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Tokuji Yoshihashi (Able) (101)
Dr. Takashi Manago (Able) (100)

Masaharu Saito (Rural/Baker) (101)

Happy Birthday
to our
[OOth Infantry Battalion
veterang born in
January!

EDUCATION INITIATIVE - LEGACY2ACTION — STUDENTS APPLY NOW!
By Kathi Hayashi (daughter of Tokuichi Hayashi (4)), 100" IBV Treasurer; Education Committee Chair

Club 100 is proud to announce the launch of our 3rd
annual educational initiative called Legacy2Action
(L2A4). Our partners are ‘lolani School, the University
of Hawai i Center on Aging and Central Pacific Bank.
In this Problem Based Learning (PBL) initative, we
challenge middle and high school students to identify
a problem or issue facing Hawai‘i and to develop
a creative solution using the values of the 100th
Infantry Battalion. Values like Giri (Obligation),
Sekinin (Responsibility), Enryo (Modesty), Ganbaru
(Give it Your All), Gaman (Perseverance), and Haji
(don’t shame the family) are discussed as attributes
of the 100th Infantry Battalion soldiers. They were
small in
stature, but
giants when
recognized
with the
442nd RCT
as the most
decorated
in U.S.
Military
history.

2023 Legacy2Action participants.

In prior years, a student observed a problem of
underprivileged students arriving on the first day
of school without the required school supplies. He
developed a plan and implemented a drive to collect
school supplies, and donated over 2,000 items to Ala
Wai Elementary School. Last year, there were 31
participants and each student was passionate about
developing creative solutions to help the community.
Some problems identified were: 100th sacrifices
being forgotten, declining bee population, loneliness
of kupuna, intergenerational gaps, struggles with
dementia, invasive algae, and many others. Schools
represented thus far are: Stevenson Middle School,
McKinley High School, Roosevelt High School,
Maryknoll, ‘Iolani and Punahou. We look forward to
participation from more schools this year.

At last year’s presentation ceremony, Senator Brian
Taniguchi noted, “the things that happened today
speaks well of our future. We have a lot of talented
students here who are able to produce very quality
projects...we need to step back and think of how we
look at our future in Hawai‘i and I think getting our
young people involved with different kinds of issues...

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3

and then looking back at the past and see how people
solved some of these problems, which is very, very
important and, bode well for us as we move forward.”

Please click on https://youtu.be/ove7IZIKBF8
to view last year’s presentation, and https://
www. 100thibv.org/post/legacy2action-2024-
application to access the 2024 L24 Flyer, Project
Overview, and Application Form. Please contact us at
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info@100thbattalion.org for more information.

The following article was written by our partner,
Dr. Christy Nishita at the UH Center on Aging. A
shorter version of this article is published in the
January/February 2024 Generations magazine We are
excited to launch this year’s initiative and hear the
creative solutions to help Hawai‘i become a better
place in line with Club 1005 motto, “For Continuing
Service.” &

Legacy2Action: Inspiring Youth to Preserve the Legacy of the 100th Infantry Battalion

By Christy Nishita, Ph.D., University of Hawai‘i Center on Aging, 2430 Campus Road, Honolulu, HI 96822
Written in collaboration with the 100" Infantry Battalion Veterans Organization and “lolani School.
Special to the Puka Puka Parade

Since it was built in 1952, the unassuming one-
story building long known as “Club 100” on Kamoku
Street served as a gathering place for veterans
of the legendary 100th Infantry Battalion, which
originated as an all-Japanese-
American combat unit during
World II. These Hawai‘i-born

Call for students

soldiers were the first Japanese LA‘:’P‘:\‘: f;:::?;"“
Americans to serve in WWII Chgall e‘; ge

and proved their loyalty to sy g o orown [
their country, the United States, e Sl e
despite the fact that Japanese The Challenge

Americans were considered " g et yas ot oo vt
enemy aliens. For its bravery R e

and sacrifices, the 100th/442nd m“:":::::;;:”m

community-contensd cpprooch ond
propose an nnovative sclution /plon to
address your identified problem thot
revitalizes and nurtures Hawai for now

Regimental Combat Team would
later be recognized as the most
decorated unit for its size and
length of service in the history of
the United States military.

Last year marked the 81st
anniversary of the formation

and its partners, ‘lolani School, the University

of Hawai‘i’s Center on Aging, and Central Pacific
Bank, are committed to keeping the stories of

the 100" Infantry Battalion alive through the
“Legacy2Action” challenge. The
challenge is now in its 3 year
and has been recognized by
Governor Josh Green in a special
message.

Through project-based
learning, students identify an
important community issue, draw
inspiration from the values and
lessons from the 100th Infantry
Battalion soldiers and veterans,
and take action by implementing
an innovative project to address
the problem. Last year‘s projects
were creative and uplifting,
addressing wide-ranging issues.
Two focused on homelessness
and community-building,

Apply b

of the 100" Infantry Battalion
(Separate). There are 10 known
soldiers who are still alive and
able to tell their stories. As time passes and our
veterans pass on, the stories of their valor will also
begin to fade in the memories of our children and our
community. Hawai‘i needs to act now to ensure their
legacy lives on, for generations to come.

2024 Legacy2Action Flyer.

The 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans Organization

culminating in the production
of art kits and writing activities
for houseless children. Several
projects featured intergenerational programs and
others focused on climate change and the
environment. We are calling on middle and high
school students, teachers, and club leaders to reach
out to us at info@100thbattalion.org for more
information and help us to keep the memory of
these Hawai‘i heroes alive. &9
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EVENTS COMMITTEE UPDATES
By Janice Sakoda (daughter of Gary Uchida (HQ)), 100" IBV President; Events Committee Chair

The Events Committee is excited to
present the following events for the
first half of 2024 for our members
and ‘ohana. We hope you will join
us. And, as always, donations of
refreshments to our events are very
much appreciated.

Saturday, January 20 (1 p.m.) —
Book Presentations.

Mike Malaghan, author of Picture Bride and A
Question of Lovalty, will share about his second
of three books, which covers the men of the 100th
Infantry Battalion before and after the bombing of
Pearl Harbor, including the battlefields of Italy.

Carolyn Morinishi, niece of the late Elsie Oshita
(wife of Itsuki “Tony” Oshita (HQ)), will discuss
her latest book, Japanese American Culture 4 Kids!
Book 3: Heroes - The Nisei Soldiers of World War
1I, which includes tidbits of information about
the soldiers and instruction for crafts for upper
elementary children.

This event is expected to last an hour, followed by
an opportunity to purchase an autographed book from
the authors.

Saturday, March 9 (11:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m.) —
Meet and Greet.

We encourage all members, especially new
members, to join us for this informal “meet and

§ PLEASE

SAVE THE

DATE

greet” at the clubhouse. Refreshments are
welcome!

Saturday, March 16 (1:00 p.m.) —
Book Presentation.

Gail Okawa, author of Remembering
Our Grandfathers’ Exile: US Imprisonment
of Hawai‘1’s Japanese in World War 11,

will be sharing about the double irony of
Hawaii’s Nisei sons not only fighting but dying while
their fathers were unjustly imprisoned by not only
the U.S. Department of Justice but by the U.S. Army.
This event is expected to last an hour, followed by an
opportunity to purchase an autographed book.

Saturday, April 20 (1:00 p.m.) — Movie Matinee:
The First Battle: The Battle for Equality in War-
Time Hawaii.

Written, Produced and directed by Tom Coffman, this
movie is about behind-the-scenes stories why there
was no mass internment in Hawaii.

Saturday, May 4 (10:00 a.m.) — Ladies Tea for
Mother’s Day.

We’re excited to have this tea to honor our widows
and mothers! More details will be appear in a future
PPP issue but if there are any 100" spouses/widows
who would like to attend, please call the office. We
will make every attempt to provide you with a ride!
The tea will be held at our clubhouse. &Y

KUAKINI HONOLULU HEART PROGRAM PRESENTATION TO CLUB 100
By Kathi Hayashi (daughter of Tokuichi Hayashi (4)), 100" IBV Treasurer; Education Committee Chair

On November 16, 2023, Dr. Kamal Masaki,
Director of Research at Kuakini and Principal
Investigator for the Kuakini Honolulu Heart Program
(HHP) and her staff members Karen Tabin and Donda
Spiker gave Club 100 attendees first class treatment
in the private dining room of the Kuakini Medical
Center. They were so appreciative to our fathers, who
participated in the Kuakini HHP for many years and
contributed to significant awareness and discoveries

to improve heart health and well-being, avoid
dementia, improve longevity/quality of life and so
much more. The study is the longest of its kind and is
considered a national treasure of research data.

Charlotte Yamamoto Unni (daughter of George
Yamamoto (A)) was unable to attend as she cared for
her longtime partner, Bruce Shultz, who was under
hospice care. Bruce recently passed and we share our

Continued on page 6
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deepest condolences. Charlotte also shared the loss
of Wayne Fujita (son of Mansaku “Monty” Fujita
(A)), who was a good friend. May they both rest in
peace.

Charlotte took the time to share her personal
experience with the Kuakini Honolulu Heart Program:

“Dr. Masaki is a great lady! Glad you are doing
this. My dad, George S. Yamamoto, Company A,
was a participant in the original Hawaii Heart
study which was seminal in establishing the
relationship of diet to heart disease. It shows that
Japanese living in America and eating an American
diet of meat and fats had a greater incidence of
heart disease than Japanese living in Japan, eating
rice and vegetables with very little meat.

I am proud of his contribution and role modeling
in creating health knowledge to improve the lives of
successive generations. Following his values and
role modeling, I am part of the descendants follow
up study.

Dr. Masaki is the head of the University of Hawaii
John A. Burns School of Medicine (JABSOM)
Geriatrics department, and she is also head of the
JABSOM mini medical school for senior citizens
interested in health. It was in one of those mini
medical school classes that Dr. Christy Nishita
(UH Center on Aging and Legacy2Action partner)
lectured on building senior friendly communities.”

Club 100 attendees listen to Dr. Masaki at the Kuakini Presentation.

Thank you, Charlotte. My father, Tokuichi Hayashi
(A) was also in the HHP for many years. He left
his brain and spinal cord to Kuakini to continue
their good work. He was one of 8,006 Americans of
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Japanese Ancestry, who agreed to be recruited from
the selective service registry for World War II for
Kuakini’s Program.

Those attending were impressed with the clear
and informative presentation and how warmly we
were received.
Thank you and
congratulations
to Dr. Kamal
Masaki on her
decades-long
dedication to the
HHP study and
the opportunity
for our men to
contribute in such
a meaningful way.

Dr. Masaki presents to attendees about the
Honolulu Heart Program.

Handouts that we received at the presentation are
available at the Clubhouse office for viewing, and
more information is available on the Kuakini Medical
Center website as follows:

*  Kuakini Honolulu Heart Program recognized
by state (https://www.kuakini.org/wps/portal/
kuakini-research/research-home/in-the-news/

kuakini-honolulu-heart-program-recognized-by-
state-2)

*  Kuakini Honolulu Heart Program data plays
significant role in published research by

University of Hawaii (https://www.kuakini.org/
wps/portal/kuakini-research/research-home/in-
the-news/kuakini-honolulu-heart-program-data-

plays-significant-role-in-published-research-by-
university-of-hawaii)

*  Happy 50th Anniversary, Kuakini Honolulu

Heart Program (https://www.kuakini.org/wps/
portal/kuakini-research/research-home/in-the-
news/happy-50th-anniversary-kuakini-honolulu-
heart-program)

*  Kuakini Honolulu Heart Program (https://
www.kuakini.org/wps/portal/kuakini-research/

research-home/kuakini-research-programs/
kuakini-honolulu-heart-program)
I hope you will find them informative and helpful

in to making informed decisions about your diet and
lifestyle. &
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HEADQUARTERS/MEDICS CHAPTER NEWS
By Jan Sakoda, HQ/Medics Chapter Vice President (daughter of Gary Uchida (HQ)); 100" IBV President

Just a reminder Headquarters/Medics will be
meeting Wednesday, January 24 at 9:00 a.m. Let
me know if you plan to attend so we have enough
refreshments!

Please read the Events Committee Updates
article in this PPP. Ken and Delores Akinaka (son
and daughter-in-law of Isaac Akinaka (Medics)),
Sophie Hatakenaka (daughter of Roy Hatakenaka
(Medics)), Gail Awakuni (daughter of Fred
Hosokawa (HQ)) and I are part of this committee.

We’d love to have you join us at the upcoming events
and on our committee!! HQ/Medics will be discussing
our Spring Luncheon and will hear from Ken about
board matters.

Brian and Ada Akimoto (son and daughter-in-law
of Akira Akimoto (HQ)) recently went to Italy and
hired a guide to take them to places where
Mr. Akimoto and the other 100" soldiers fought. We
asked Ada to share about this portion of her trip,
which follows below. &Y

Visit to 100th Battle sites in Italy
By Ada Akimoto (daughter-in-law of Akira Akimoto (HQ))

A futile attempt to attend the Ryder Cup in Rome
before our Tauck Classic Italy tour ended, because
of the cost and tickets were sold out. I came up with
a better alternative, and that was to go on a tour of
World War IT (WWII)
battle sites where my
husband Brian Akimoto’s
father, AKkira Akimoto
(HQ), had served during
the 100th Infantry
Battalion’s campaigns in
Italy. We had only two
days to visit as many
sites as possible between
Nettuno and Cassino.

When researching for
tours, I found Dr. Danila
Bracaglia, who takes
people on WWII tours
in southern Italy only. She customized a 2-day tour
for us and researched Brian’s father’s probable
movements during that time.

October 2, 2023. Danila picked us up at Astura
Palace Hotel in Nettuno, Italy. We drove directly to
the Sicily-Rome American Cemetery. The 77 acres
of beautifully maintained grounds was gifted to the
United States to inter/memorialize service members
who died during the liberation of Sicily, battles at
Cassino, Salerno, Anzio and Nettuno. It is overseen

Brian and Ada at St. Peters
Cathedral in Vatican city, Rome.

by Americans and
Italians are hired to take
care of the grounds and
memorial buildings. It
was so touching and
emotional as soon as we
stepped in the cemetery.
There are about 7,900
service members buried
there. Most Hawai‘i
Nisei were returned to their family and interred in
Hawai‘i.

We chose to honor John “Jack” Johnson Jr. (HQ)
who died in the battle for Monte Cassino on
January 25, 1944, by putting flowers on his grave.
Danila was so nice to
purchase the flowers for
us. Jack Johnson was a
kama‘aina with the 100th
Infantry Battalion. The
visitor’s center gave me a
packet to take home for the
family of Jack Johnson.
It felt like such an honor.
We spent an unhurried
amount of time there in
deep appreciation for
the sacrifice of the fallen
soldiers there. Then we

Sicily-Rome American Cemetery.

Gravesite of John “Jack” Johnson.

Continued on page 8
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were off to see several areas that the 100th trekked
through in Anzio and Villa Crocetta where they met
resistance but were able to liberate.

Our tour was backwards since we went from north
to south, whereas the 100th went from southern
Italy northward.
Danila even took
us to a residential
area that used to be
open fields where
the Germans had
flooded so that the
Americans would
be bogged down
in the mud. The
Germans were very
intelligent tacticians in warfare. They were on hills
and mountains most of the time as this advantage held
the allies down and caused a lot of casualties. The
hilltop towns around Frosinone, Lanuvio, and Monte
Cassino were strategic sites for the Germans. From
those hilltops we could see how the Germans could
see everything and how hard it would be to advance.
These liberated towns were very thankful.

The Germans’ view from one of the hilltops.

A huge board in the middle of the town in Lanuvio
said, “On June 3, elements of the 34th Division,
helped by the 100th Battalion, formed by American
soldiers of Japanese origin ‘Nisei,” managed to
annihilate the enemy and cross the line of defense,
entering the town of Lanuvio. The next day, the 100th
will also free the road to Genzano from the rearguard
of the 29th Panzagrenadier Division, finding itself as
the vanguard of the 5th American army.”

Reading something like that makes one feel
so proud of their bravery. Danila also took us to
a strategic bridge outside Frosinone that had a
monument commemorating the 100th Infantry
Battalion. It was erected by the Municipality of
Biffontaine, France, where the 100th had also fought
and liberated the town. She took us to a quaint
restaurant for pizza or sandwiches that also served
gelato and good expresso. We were dropped off at
Hotel Garibaldi in a hilltop village.

October 3, 2023. Danila picked us up early as we
were traveling to Monte Cassino, about 1.5 hours
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away. On long
drives, Danila
played videos for
us on the 100th’s
wartime coverage.

Going up the
mountain to Monte
Cassino made us
feel the immensity
of the task the 5th
Army had to attack
it. We learned
from Danila that
it took 4 attempts
before it was finally
captured. The 100th
Inf. Bn. was part of
the first and second
attempts. So many
different allies made
up each attempt.
After two attempts the Americans bombed the abbey
and destroyed it. It was a mistaken stronghold of
the Germans, and the British commander convinced
everyone to destroy it. Only after it was destroyed
did the Germans use it to take cover. In its history,
the abbey was destroyed 4 times (twice by invaders,
once by an earthquake, and lastly by the allies). The
cathedral was rebuilt each time exactly as it was built
the first time because the blueprints were preserved.

The Rocca Janula Castle, used to defend the
Abbey of Monte Cassino from attacks during
the battle.

The exterior of Monte Cassino.

Inside of the Monte Cassino Cathedral.

It’s a very beautiful abbey and the views from it are
breathtaking. One of the stained glass windows in a
basement chapel was donated by the 100th Infantry
Battalion veterans. It was a chicken-skin moment to
see it with the 100th Inf. Bn. insignia on it. Another

Continued on page 9
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Continued from page 8

proud and poignant moment.

We went to a market Danila likes to go to. The butcher served us so
much food! We are not used to eating such big lunches that include
dessert too.

After lunch Danila took us to the Cassino train station. It was the
end of our two-day tour. We were so grateful to her and our driver
for a wonderful tour to see where Brian’s father had been during the
various campaigns of the 100th Infantry Battalion. It gives us a better
unders‘Fandir'lg of what they went through physically and mentally on . 14 Brian Akimoto (son of Akira Akimoto (HQ))
the plains, hills, and mountains of Italy as they battled so honorably pose with the stained glass window with the 100th

for their COLlIltI'y and their families back home. @ Infantry Battalion insignia at the top, in the basement of
the abbey at Monte Cassino.

ABLE CHAPTER NEWS
By Kathi Hayashi (daughter of Tokuichi Hayashi (4)), 100™ IBV Treasurer; Education Committee Chair

As I look back at 2023, I am amazed with how reality. Lots of work, but very
much Club 100 has accomplished in just 12 short rewarding. I think the 100th
months. The November 2023 Puka Puka Parade men here and in Chapter Eternal
outlines our accomplishments: new kitchen cabinets are pleased.

and appliances, a working drip irrigation system,
kickoff of educational initiative called Legacy2Action . hiact with one of our 11
with “shout out” by Governor Josh Green, 70 new known living 100th Veterans,
members (office manager Amy Kwong reports M. Ikito Muraoka of Able
another 22 new members since the annual meeting
— lots of interesting and educational events and
so much more. We celebrated with our traditional

Over the holidays, I made

Company. My good friend from
my days working at Hawaiian
Tel, Alan Okinaka, informed me  wr. 1kito Muraoka (A)

Chapter Christmas parties enjoying the laughter that Mr. Muraoka is his wife’s (seated) with Alan Okinaka

of our growing 100th ‘Ohana. It was a lot of work uncle. Alan said he just visited (standing).

and thank you to Jan Sakoda for her leadergh'ip and him on Kauai for his 102nd birthday. Happy belated

all the members, who helped to make the vision a Birthday, Mr. Muraoka! You’re looking great! &
BAKER CHAPTER NEWS

By Jan Nadamoto (daughter of Isao Nadamoto (B)), Baker Chapter President; 100th IBV BOD - Director, Baker Chapter

Happy New Year everyone! Our first
meeting took place at 9:00 a.m. on January
6, 2024. We reviewed the Christmas Party
and the Poinsettia sales. It looks like we
will be doing the Poinsettia sales again this
year! Not only was it fun to get to know
others a little better — it was great to get
back to pre-2020 activities!

and beginning of February! If you did not
respond to Jan’s email about receiving
information on the monthly meetings and
would like to receive information on the
meetings, please email 100thCoB@gmail.
com or text Jan at (808) 347-3127.

As we step into the year of the Wood
Dragon, we hope to see some of you

Our next meeting will be on February take action and be more active with the
3,2024 at 9:00 a.m., via Zoom. Until then, Baker clubhouse and our activities! So, with that said, we
chapter has nothing planned for the rest of January hope to see some of you at our upcoming events! &9
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CHARLIE CHAPTER NEWS
By Arlene Sato (daughter of Hideshi Niimi (C)), Charlie Chapter Treasurer
Join us for breakfast on Saturday, January 27, 2024, 9:00 a.m., at Liliha Bakery in the International

Marketplace. Cost is $15/person, C Chapter will pay the difference. Validated parking is free for the first hour,
$2 each for the next 2 hours. Please let us know if you’re coming so we can be sure to save a seat for you. We’ll

be happy to arrange carpools too. &Y

DOG CHAPTER NEWS
By Joyce Chinen (daughter of Wally Seiko Chinen (D)), Dog Chapter President; 100th IBV BOD - Director, Dog Chapter

There are many activities planned for this year,
and we hope you will join us for them! Our next D
Chapter Meeting will be on Saturday, February 3 at
10:30 at the Clubhouse. See you then!

New Year’s greetings to all Dog Chapter members!

D Chapter held an informal meeting on January 6
— informal because I forgot to send out a notice; so
Greg Kuwazaki, Karleen Chinen and I discussed the
Dog Chapter Christmas party. We will discuss it in
detail at our February meeting. We were fortunate to
have the leadership and help of Greg (son of Eddie
Kuwazaki (D)) and Marcy Kuwazaki and their sons;
Art Nakayama (son of Katsumi Nakayama (D)); and
the Tony Kinoshita (D) family — Irma Kobayashi,
and Sandy and Danny Rank. Thank you all!

We are also pleased to welcome six more Lifetime
Members to Dog Chapter — the Tsukayama brothers,
sons of the late D Co. veteran, Conrad Tsukayama,
and his wife Yoshi. They are Alvin and wife Mary,
John and wife Anna Taft, and Stephen and Lisa.
Thank you, Mary, for encouraging all of them to join!
For those of you who were not aware, in January
2023, the 100th IBV Board of Directors voted to
reduce the Lifetime Membership dues from a
one-time $400 to $100. What a bargain!

After a successful D Chapter Christmas Party,
I am sad to report that we have lost our beloved
Joy Teraoka (widow of Denis Teraoka (D)) on
December 23. We send Dog Chapter’s and Club
100’s condolences to the Teraoka family — daughter
Denise, and sons Douglas and Jeffrey. Denise said
a semi-private memorial service will be held in
February, which I will attend on behalf of Dog
Chapter and Club 100.

Some of you may recall that Joy was born and

raised on the mainland, but became a kama‘aina, in
large part because of Club 100. Joy recalled that she
and Denis Teraoka met at a dance in Washington,
D.C,, and it was “love at first sight.” I will never
forget the hilarious story Joy shared about writing
to Denis at
his home in
“Pow How”
(Pa‘auhau), on
Hawai‘i Island.
The U.S.
Postal Service
actually
delivered it!
Joy’s
daughter,
Denise,
remembers
that her mom
was passionate
about never
letting the
legacy of the
100th be lost. She supported Denis as Dog Chapter
president and as Club 100 president. She was also a
talented singer who performed at many parties and
banquets. Joy worked with other veterans and wives
on collecting stories, editing, printing, collating, and
preparing the Puka Puka Parade for mailing. She also
left several folders with notes and documents that I
will be going through in the coming weeks.

Aloha ‘oe, Joy Teraoka.

Many activities are planned for this year and we
hope you will join us for them! Our next Dog
Chapter meeting will be on Saturday, February 3, at
10:30 a.m. at the Clubhouse. I’'ll send out a reminder
notice — I hope you will attend! &
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CLUBHOUSE OFFICE UPDATE
By Amy Kwong (granddaughter of Eugene Kawakami (4)), Office Manager; 100th IBV BOD - Director, Able Chapter

Shinnen Akemashite Omedetou Gozaimasu (Happy
New Year)! Thank you to all of you for your warm
support in 2023, and we look forward to continue to
connect (and re-connect) with the families and friends
of the 100th Infantry Battalion in 2024.

Over the year-end period, we welcomed a few
visitors to the Clubhouse. Several of them were
visiting from the mainland, and requested Clubhouse

Education Center tours while in town for the holidays.

While providing these tours, I enjoyed learning more
about the 100th/442nd veterans they are related to,
because although I am not able to make memories
with the ones who have passed, it allows me to make
new memories of them, through the stories that the
families share. From time to time, I have asked for
permission to share some of these stories to future
Clubhouse visitors, so thank you to these families for
helping to keep our tour content alive and evolving.

One of these visitors to the Clubhouse was Sandy
Erlandson (daughter of Sam Tomai (B)), who is
the cousin of our wonderful office volunteer, Ada
Akimoto (daughter-in-law of Akira Akimoto (HQ)).
Sandy not only shared stories with me about her
father, but also of my mother, Joanne Kai (daughter
of Eugene Kawakami (A)), as they were high school
classmates.

Sandy Erlandson (right) poses with the display of her father, Sam Tomai’s Aloha
Team baseball uniform, along with Ada Akimoto (lef?).

It was also great to see Sandy Nakamura (daughter
of James Kawashima (B)), who came in to the
Clubhouse to arrange a Turner Hall rental for a family
gathering. She and my mom were members of the

original Sons and Daughters of Club 100 group in
1964, where they spent much time together. I grew up
hearing much about both Sandys, and so I was very
happy to finally get to meet them in person.

We began the year much like we ended it — with
more requests for Clubhouse Education Center tours.
It is encouraging to meet so many people who are
interested in learning more about the 100th Infantry
Battalion. Please contact the office to schedule a tour
if you are interested.

The office will be closed on Monday, January 15
in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, and on
Monday, February 19 in observance of Presidents’
Day.

IN APPRECIATION

We wish to express our sincere gratitude to those
who have donated to the 100" Infantry Battalion
Veterans organization and would like to acknowledge
the following generous donations received between
December 17, 2023 and January 12, 2024.

In-Kind Donations

Joy Teraoka - Handmade Ukulele and Club 100
vintage logo items/historical documents

General Operating Account
$100 Alexandra (Sandy) Nakamura

$50 Clifford Tanigawa

$100 Peggy Mizumoto in memory of father,
Robert Katsumi Mizumoto (C)

Gravesite Decorating Flower Fund
$500 Carl Muraoka

$300 Lorna Schnell

If your donation sent during this period was
inadvertently omitted from this list, or if there are
any errors to your donation that need to be corrected,
please accept our sincere apologies, and kindly inform
the 100" Infantry Battalion Veterans clubhouse office
at (808) 946-0272 or info@100thibv.org. Mahalo for
your continued support of the club. &Y
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100th Infantry Battalion Veterans
520 Kamoku Street
Honolulu, HI 96826

RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Jan.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

Feb.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS & MEETINGS (2024)

(All events at the 100" IBV Clubhouse and all times are HST unless otherwise indicated)

15 (MON)

20 (SAT)

21 (SUN)
24 (WED)

27 (SAT)

03 (SAT)

04 (SUN

10 (SAT)

17 (SAT

19 (MON)

Office Closed in observance of Martin Luther King, Jr. Day.

100th IBV Board of Directors Meeting. 9 a.m. at the Clubhouse.

(Event) Book Presentation by Mike Malaghan and Carolyn
Morinishi. 1 p.m. at the Clubhouse.

Banquet Committee Meeting. 10 a.m. at the Clubhouse.
HQ/Medics Chapter Meeting. 9 a.m. at the Clubhouse.

Charlie Chapter Breakfast Meeting. 9 a.m. at a restaurant.
(See Charlie Chapter Article for details)

Baker Chapter Meeting. 9 a.m. on Zoom.
Dog Chapter Meeting. 10:30 a.m. at the Clubhouse.

(Event) Legacy2Action Open House Kick-off.
10 a.m. at the Clubhouse.

Able Chapter Meeting. 10 a.m. at the Clubhouse.

100th IBV Board of Directors Meeting. 9 a.m. at the Clubhouse.

Nominations & Elections Committee Meeting.
11 a.m. at the Clubhouse.

Office Closed in observance of Presidents’ Day.

Non-Profit
Organization
U.S. Postage

PAID
Permit No. 158
Honolulu, HI

PUKA PUKA

The Puka Puka Parade is the official newsletter of
the 100th Infantry Battalion Veterans
(Club 100), and is published monthly.

The opinions expressed in the
Puka Puka Parade are those of
the individual authors and
do not necessarily reflect the position of the
100th Infantry Battalion Veterans.

Please email your articles, comments or questions
about the Puka Puka Parade to

info@100thibv.org.

If you do not have access to email,
please mail your articles, comments or questions to
the Clubhouse Office.

100th Infantry Battalion Veterans
520 Kamoku Street
Honolulu, Hawaii 96826
Phone: (808) 946-0272
Office Email: info@100thibv.org
Website: www.100thibv.org
Education Center: www.100thbattalion.org

OFFICE HOURS:
Monday - Friday
9 a.m. to 12 p.m.

or contact for appointment

Closed on holidays.

To ensure delivery of the Puka Puka Parade to your

inbox, please add info@100thibv.org to your Contacts.
LELEIL
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