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CONGRESSMAN DANIEL K. AKAKA
SPEFCH TO NATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF RECYCLING INDUSTRIES
WESTERN DIVISION CONFERENCE
MAUI SURF HOTEL, MAUT, HAWAII | s
SEPTEMBER 3, 1977 L

Mr. Willie Nakakura, Chairman; Mr. Richard Frankel, National
President of the Recycling Industries; Mr. Manny Mighdoll,
National Executive Vice-President; Mr. Irwin Becker,

President of Western Division of NARI; (Mr. Morrie Greenstein,
Chairman, NARI Convention); officials at the head table,
distinguished members and families of NARI; Honored Guests

and Friends. ALOHA!

I had an important and interesting decision to make
this morning before departing for this luncheon on Maui. I

laid out my striped blue suit and my "Aloha shirt" for this

session. Then I read the letter Morrie sent me for any

clues he might have included. He had none. The green
brochure announcing NARIs conference on Maui impressed
me as being an informal, fun, relaxation type of function.
I decided to wear my navy blue "Aloha shirt" with large red
hibiscus prints and my navy blue trousers. Dick Frankel,
Irwin Becker and Manny Mighdoll and I should have consulted
on this matter of dress. They would have been as comfortable
as I am at this occasion.

It is a real pleasure and a very distinct privilege
for me to be here in lovely Lahaina, Maui, on such a beautiful
Hawaiian Saturday. The pleasure comes from enjoying a nice

luncheon with you and the privilege comes from associating
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with a group of people who are engaged in an industry that

is vitally needed everywhere in our great country. As a
liaison to the recycling industry, representing the non-
ferrous scrap dealers, secondary smelters, pgimary refiners;,
textile, paper and rubber dealers in recycling activities

you assist and advise your members in such matters as tax

incentives, environmental problems and import-export

regulations involving recycled materials in thirteen states

including Hawaii. You have a tremendous reponsibility of
wisely putting materials through a new cycle or returning
them for further treatment or use.

Modern Hawaii, often referred to as the Paradise of the
Pacific, also has problems of recycling and conservation.

At one time Hawaii was isolated from the world. 1In
fact, Hawaii was a world unto itself. During this period
of rule by the "Alii"--Chiefs or King--Hawaii had a
formidable political and functional infrastructure.

Being an Island community, all aspects of communal
life were governed by rules handed down by Chiefs or
Priests called "kahunas." Armies were formed to protect
the land estates called "kuleanas"; people were segregated
by skills in order to provide the most for the community.
By religious motivation and necessity of life, 0l1d Hawaii
was a nation of people who believed in conservation and the
best use of materials and natural resources on beautiful

tropical islands with limited land areas.
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One that we see in some parts of the State of Hawaii
is the burial of waste matter daily covered by a layer of
which eventually means the recycling of such waste matter
into compost. Other types include the transformation of
used or obsolete material into new substance or products.

Our Hawaiian ancestors were naturalists and conserva-
tionists. They used every part of their materials and
resources. Hawaiians altered the flow of their "auwai" or
stream and used the cool waters from the mountains for the
cultivation of "opai"--mountain shrimps, "oopu"--wide-
mouth gobies in natural ponds, practicing the principles of
aquaculture; and the cultivation of "taro" in a series of
ponds until it naturally flows into the ocean. They laid
the dried hau tree leaves in the taro ponds for fertilizer
and pressed them firmly by stepping on the leaves into the
soft mud bottom.

The taro leaves were called "luau" and used as a
vegetable in "laulaus" and stews; the stem as used as "ha"
a vegetable in cooking; the root, "taro," is used for poi
and the peelings fromcthe root was used as food for the
pigs and chickens and as fertilizer for plants.

The cocnut tree, or "niu," was used totally. Its
leaves were used for hats, baskets, decoration and shelter;
the meat of the coconut was used for copra and soft,
delectable and hard food; the water located in the shell

for a refreshing drink; the shell for cups, plates,
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and charcoal; the husk fibers for sinew and rope, the
trunk for strong supports, posts or forms; and the heart of
the ca%nut tree as an edible delicacy.

The "tapa" cloth after its original use as clothes,
decor and covers, was washed, repounded, re-marked with
designs, and used again for clothes and other purposes.

The wood used in an "imu," the underground oven, was
saved for charcoal and used to heat the sleeping quarters
of Hawaiians when nights were cool.

The glandular organs of fish, pigs and chickens were
used for feed and fertilizer. The teeth and bones were
strung into leis and used as ornaments, tools and hooks.

The Hawaiians conserved their food resources through a
"kapu" system which forbade anyone to take or use other
than any designated food. The "aku" (or tuna) was open
during the January through June season, and "opelu"
(mackerel scad) had an open season from July to December.

The Hawaiians used their food and materials wisely
so there was really no waste and hardly any need to reuse
products for the 2nd or 3rd time. They practiced Manny's
theme of "Waste Not, Want Not."

If you can visualize the Hawaiian community as it once
may Have been, then we may come to the realization that
the Hawaiian culture was steeped in conservation and recycling
long before the first white explorers reached our shore.

Today, however, I wish to tell you about the recycling

of a Hawaiian person into a Congressman. He was recycled
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from a laborer to a seaman--a tugboat endgineer to an
educator--to a State administrator and now a legislator...

«..from a small community to the Nation's capitol...

...from dealing with small issues to those of national
and international interest...

...from working with the County and State governments
to working with our huge, federal government.

This is indeed an example of recycling of a "human
resource."

First, I want to thank you for having given me the
opportunity to serve you in the halls of Congress with hard=
working, highly intelligent, honorable men and women.

On Capitol Hill, a Congressman's word to his colleagues
is his bond. I am thoroughly enjoying my work despite
long hours of 14 to 16 everyday.

Congress has shifted in attitude and changed in
structure. The 95th Congress is bending its efforts toward
reform and reorganization. Freshmen Congresspeople have
a better opportunity today to participate in the complex
decision-making process and are highly regarded as legislators.
Since more than 50 per cent of the present Congress members
were elected in the past 5 years, the group constitutes a
powerful block and is a segment that is considered and
respected. As a result, many members of this group hold
important assignments on major committees.

I serve on two main committees. One is Agriculture,

and the other--Merchant Marine and Fisheries. I am also




. . - . .

Page 6 -- NARI speech, Sept. 3, 1977

a member of subcommittees in Agriculture such as Livestock
and Grains; Domestic Marketing, Consumer Relations, and
Nutrition; and Family Farms, Rural Development and Special
Studies. My Subcommittee assignments in Merchant Marine
and Fisheries include Coast Guard and Navigation; Oceanography;
and Fisheries and Wildlife Conservation and the Environment.
Here is a real example of the impact the freshman class
made at the first Democratic Caucus meeting on the
House floor. Prior to the meeting the 95th Class members
met to discuss, argue and plan the rule change to permit
the public and the press to attend all Democratic Caucus
meetings. The Caucus meetings were traditionally closed from
the public and the press.
Immediately after the meeting wws convened, our
spokesman called for recognition and put the motion that
the public and press be included in the Democratic Caucus
meetings. The question was called by our class; the Chairman
attempted to call order. The senior colleagues continued to
greet each other joyously, causing continuous commotion

on the floor. The Chairman started the motion and called

for the question. The ayes had a very overwhelming response

and the nayes were weak from uncertainty. The Chair declared
that the gallery doors will be open to the public and the
press. That was the new rule in the history of the Caucus

by the freshmen and the first of a series of reforms in the

U.S. House of Representatives.
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I am proud to be a Congressman. One of about 1,100

who have served in Congress since its beginning. I have

dedicated myself to serve Hawaii and ocur country together
with honorable decison-makers who are setting directions
for our country's future.

(Sing the "Rainbow Song.")

After serving 8 months in the U.S. Congress as a
freshman, I appreciate the beauty of Hawaii and its
people and am convinced even more that the United States

of America is the greatest country on this earth.
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with a group of people who are engaged in an industry that
is vitally needed everywhere in our great country. As a
liaison to the recycling industry, representing the non-
ferrous scrap dealers, secondary smelters, primary refiners,
textile, paper and rubber dealers in recycling activities
you assist and advise your members in such matters as tax
incentives, environmental problems and import-exvort
requlations involving recycled materials in thirteen states
including HWawaii. You have a tremendous reponsibility of
wisely putting materials through a new cycle or returning
them for further treatment or use.

Modern Hawaii, often referred to as the Paradise of the
Pacific, also has problems of recycling and conservation.

Mt one time Hawaii was isolated from the world. In
fact, lawaii was a world unto itself. During this period

of rule by the "Alii"--Chiefs or King--Hawaii had a

formidable political and functional infrastructure.

Being an Island communitv, all aspects of communal
life were governed by rules handed down by Chiefs or
Priests called "kahunas." BArmies were formed to protect
the land estates called "kuleanas"; people were segregated
by skills in order to provide the most for the community.
By religious motivation and necessity of life, 01d Hawaii
was a nation of people who believed in conservation and the
best usc of materials and natural resources on beautiful

tropical islands with limited land areas.
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One that we see in some parts of the State of Hawaii
is the burial of waste matter daily covered by a layer of
which eventually means the recycling of such waste matter
into compost. Other types include the transformation of
used or obsolete material into new substance or products.

Our Hawaiian ancestors were naturalists and conserva-
tionists. They used every part of their materials and
resources. Hawaiians altered the flow of their "auwai” or
stream and used the cool waters from the mountains for the
cultivation of "opai"--mountain shrimps, "oopu"--wide-
mouth cgobies in natural ponds, practicing the principles of
aquaculture; and the cultivatioﬁ of "taro" in a series of
ponds until it naturally flows into the ocean. They laid

the dried hau tree leaves in the taro ponds for fertilizer

and pressed them firmly by stepping on the leaves into the

soft mud bottom.

The taro leaves were called "luau" and used as a
vegetable in "laulaus" and stews; the stem as used as "ha"
a vegetable in cooking; the root, "taro," is used for poi
and the peelings from the root was used as food for the
pigs and chickens and as fertilizer for plants.

The cocnut tree, or "niu," was used totally. TIts
leaves were used for hats, baskets, decoration and shelter;
the meat of the coconut was used for copra and soft,
delectable and hard food; the water located in the shell

for a refreshing drink; the shell for cups, plates,
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and charcoal; the husk fibers for sinew and rone, the
trunk for strong supports, posts or forms; and the heart of
the ca%nut tree as an edible delicacy.

The "tapa" cloth after its original use as clothes,
cdecor and covers, was washed, repounded, re-marked with
designs, and used again for clothes and other purposes.

The wood used in an "imu," the underground oven, was
saved for charcoal and used to heat the sleeping quarters
of Hawaiians when nights were cool.

The glandular organs of fish, pigs and chickens were
used for feed and fertilizer. The teeth and kones were
strung into leis and used as ornaments, tools and hooks.

The Hawaiians conserved their food resources through
"kapu" system which forbade anyone to take or use other
than any designated food. The "aku" (or tuna) was open
during the January through June season, and "opelu"
(mackerel scad) had an open season from July to December.

The Hawaiians used théir food and materials wisely
so there was really no waste and hardly any need to reuse
products for the 2nd or 3rd time. They practiced Manny's
theme of "Waste Not, Want Not."

If you can visualize the Hawaiian community as it once
may have been, then we may come to the realization that
the Hawaiian culture was steeped in conservation and recycling
long before the first white explorers reached our shore.

Today, however, I wish to tell you about the recyclina

of a Hawaiian person into a Congressman. He was recycled
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from a laborer to a seaman--a tugboat endineer to an
educator--to a State administrator and now a legislator...

...from a small community to the Nation's capitol...

...from dealing with small issues to those of national
and international interest...

...from working with the County and State governments
to working with our huge, federal government.

This is indeed an example of recyclinag of a "human
resource."

First, I want to thank you for having given me the
opportunity to serve you in the halls of Congress with hard-
working, highly intelligent, honorable men and women.

On Capitol Hill, a Congressman's word to his colleagues

is his bond. I am thoroughly enjoying my work despite

long hours of 14 to 16 everyday.

Congress has shifted in attitude and changed in
structure. The 95th Congress is bending its efforts toward
reform and reorganization. Freshmen Conaresspeople have
a better opportunity today to participate in the complex
decision-making process and are highly regarded as legislators.
Since more than 50 per cent of the present Congress members
were elected in the past 5 years, the group constitutes a
powerful block and is a segment that is considered and
respected. As a result, many members of this group hold
important assignments on major committees.

I serve on two main committees. One is Agriculture,

and the other--Merchant Marine and Fisheries. I am also
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a member of subcommittees in Agriculture such as Livestock
and Grains; Domestic Marketing, Consumer Relations, and
Nutrition; and Family Farms, Rural Development and Special
Studies. My Subcommittee assignments in Merchant Marine
and Fisheries include Coast Guard and Navigation; Oceanography;
and Fisheries and Wildlife Conservation and the Environment.

Here is a real example of the impact the freshman class

made at the first Democratic Caucus meeting on the

House floor. Prior to the meeting the 95th Class members
met to discuss, argue and plan the rule chanage to permit
the public and the press to attend all Democratic Caucus
meetings. The Caucus meetinas were traditionally closed from
the public and the press.

Immediately after the meetinag wws convened, our
spokesman called for recognition and put the motion that
the public and press be included in the Democratic Caucus
meetings. The question was called by our class; the Chairman
attempted to call order. fhe senior colleagues continued to
greet each other joyously, causing continuous commotion
on the floor. The Chairman started the motion and called
for the question. The ayes had a very overwhelming response
and the nayes were weak from uncertainty. The Chair declared
that the gallery doors will be open to the public and the
press. That was the new rule in the history of the Caucus
by the freshmen and the first of a series of reforms in the

U.S. liouse of Representatives.
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I am proud to be a Congressman. One of about 1,100
who have served in Congress since its beginning. I have
dedicated myself to serve Hawaii and cur country together
with honorable decison-makers who are settinc directions
for our country's future.

(sing the "Rainbow Song.")

After serving 8 months in the U.S. Congress as a

freshman, I appreciate the beauty of Hawaii and its

people and am convinced even more that the United States

of America is the greatest country on this earth.
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Few men of Hawaii can match the Horatio Alger mold of success
of the man I am about to introduce to you today. This man, who comes
from humble beg{nnings in the valley of Pauoa, Honolulu, has molded
himself into one of our most respected leaders in this State.

Few of us here today know Dan Akaka the welder...or Dan Akaka
the seaman...tugboat engineer...or even Dan Akaka the heavy equipment

operator with the Seabees during World War II.

No one could have foreseen that the mechanic on Sand Island

would one day be a Congressman. No one who met him while he was a
first mate on the Morning Star could have seen that Danny would one
day be a member of the U.S. House Merchant Marine and Fisheries
Committee. Few who were associated with Danny during his career as
teacher and principal could have visualized that, one day, this man
would be fighting in behalf of education in the Nation's highest
governing body.

As a Director of the O0ffice of Economic Opportunity and as Special
Assistant to Hawaii's Governor, Dan learned of the needs of the little
guy. Today, he stands in a position to act on some of the problems
that we face today. |

As an example of Congressman Akaka's resolve to help the people
of Hawaii, Dan, a prominent member of the House Agriculture Committee
labored many hours to insure that Hawaii's sugar industry would not
be left by the wayside. Dan Akaka was a co-author of the Agricultural
Bill which provided for aid to our sugar industry.

I am honored to introduce to you now, a true representative

in Congress, Mr. Daniel Kahikina Akaka.




