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l iNI rED STATES GO\ RNMEN"I 

Memorandum 
• 

,o ~ OlaLU otnoer 
ottioer or t.ha .lt.toruaJ' aemnl. • 

FauN D1,irt.rict ~tor, TNk 

s~• cT: Pet.it.1.on to U67 United llat.1.ou V'int.111& MLaa1.on 

Tbi• 111 1n npl;r to Y,,111' _, or Jenu&rT 211, ues, - i,ubjeot. • 

.l nnff or tblt Court.'• t11-• oonneoted with t.ha pet.1t.1.on aboW9 t.ha 

tollowiAI• _/ 
1. 11,oMt.iae 1n 111h, ,lllouo Utt.o r,.i.4 a ooaplaint. 1n t.lw 

Tria1 D1n,n;J ot t.ha ~ Court. (Tl'Uk c:Lrll ,1.ot.1.on 1to. 
7) qa1Ut xr. John SpiffJ' tor t.he ~ 1.ndioat.ed 1A 
tblt pet.it.ion. Tld.a .-,unt, aecordille to 111'• u"o, ftP"' n-• ooat. of oopra olpl and wine prondlld b7 oopra 
prodaoe"• Dl addl..t.1.on ~ tbltN .lll- ol&iU t.m.t 
the xal■n4 Tft41III ~ (nc) _. Id.a and~ 
peopla oertda -,mlt of __,. ,ml.oh t.ba I!C •dnl>W4 
iJ1 .~tina tlw prioa of eopra 'to N pa14 to U. P"­
m.ain• ,lllouo 01.aiad t.hat the dadu.Ct.i.oU wre 
aUcht.l;r pater tban the aotual -..lcbt. of the aaolra. 
JO.'. Jolin SpiffJ' waa -4 dllrendallt. 1n tha lli&h Court 
-• ea waa a aaplOJ'N or rrc at. t.bat t.iJla. 

l. OD 111,rOh 1%, 1.96&, •ttndant SpiffJ' r,.i.4 aot.1.on to 
cll.a1a• aot.1.on on ~ t.hat. the oaa,plaint raile4 
to at.at.a a oaM of a11t1.ao ad t.hab ha W8 not. t.i. 
proper part1' ainca ha ftll onl;r aot1ll& u qent of l'!C. 

II. OD llU'Oh 14, li54, Cbief Jv.et,ioe ,arber dimd ... ed t.ba 
act.1.on aa apinat arendant John 9p1....,- and caw 
plaintilf .llfolUIO laaff to -4 id.a ooaplaint Ullllllll& 
ffC u defendant. Thi• ~ done• 

,. on J~ 12, 111M, 11r. Cbar1-• c. sl;ftal't., Pn•ident, 
talAmil Trad1n& OolllMID1' of Kl,.cronea:i.a, r,.i.4 .-urrer 
pra;ying that 00111PlAint. be d1ad.■N4 tor tailnft to 
state a cauee of a11t1on and u 'beiDC unoertain, 1.n-

clllt1.ni te and IIJl))i.cOOUII • 
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UNITED STATES GO,RNMENT • • 
·Memorandum 

lllU' Cl&ilU ott1oer 
Offiper of tb■ a.t.tormT oemril 

D1.■tr1lit a.dld,niatrator, Tl'llk 

cT: PatitioU tc. U67 um.ted llatioll■ V1n"1lle )t1.8■10U 

Thi• 1a in repl;r to your__, of Ja:mJ&rT 215, 1988, - IIQbjeot. 

A renew of tb■ Court'• t'ila• oonn■oted witb tb■ pet.it.ion ebaVS tb■ 
fol.].oll1.llcl / 

1o S-1.ia iii lllh, A)loneo utto ti.lad a ~laint in thll 
Trial Di:n.~J of tb■ 1118b ()oU1't. (Tl'llk C1"1l. A.otiOU Woo 
7) ■/ea1n■t Kr'o John SpiffJ' for tb■ .-nt indicated in 
tb■ pet1t.1on. Th18 -,,mt, aoeordine ~ •• ~, np­
reN11t.a oo■t of oopra a and WW pronW bT oopra 
procbler■• Dl addition to 1ibeN All- olaiU that 
tM Ialand 'fl'&d1D& 0IIIIPUT (ITC) -• Ida and ~r 
peopla oert.aia .-,ant of mmT ,ibioh tM 1'!0 d■dlloted 
Sa .fl"P"-"1lle tM pr1oe of eopra w lie paid to t.11■ pl"O-

lbMlr■ o A)lon■o ol.aiad tllat tM al!lict.iollll wre ■liFtllr pater tban tb■ aotuai .. ~ of t.bl ■a,oa. 
Mr. Jom SpiffJ' wu -4 defendant in t.i. m.h Co111't 
-· 119 WU an lllll)1.oTe8 of rrc at that tiao 

t. OD IIU'Oh l.l, 1.9511, d9flllll■Dt Spi.WJ' f'1lad aot.ion to 
a.1■ 11 aot1.oll Oil p-owld■ that. th■ CIOlll)l.aiat fail.ed 
to at.ate a oanae of aoti.aG and that he wu not ti. 
proper part.T ■inea la wu o~ aot1nc u &&Gt of 1'!C. 

a. on !IU'Oh 1.,, ~, Chief' Jw,U.,. flrt'ber 41am1■11ad t.bl 
eot.1on u apinllt defendant Jolin 8piftT and 1aw 
pl.aintiff ,Ufonao l.aafl to -4 id.a -i,l.aiDt noiJIC 
rrc u defendant. Thi• wu done. 

,. on Jnllr 12, l.954, Hr. Charla■ c. stnart, ~•ident, 
:ra:J.ana Trad1n& (lollp&Q1' of )licl'ODH'.I.&, ti.lad ~r 
~ that oosplaint be d1ad.■11ed for failllre to 
at.ate a cause of action and u bein& _rtain, in-

cllfinite and UlbipUII• 

• • 
91Z'C'.la1-0tt1Nr I 

rt wal4 appear troll U. aboft ~ 
a:llallned in W..· - ad an -1n8 ::n :iap1 -&• llaft .. 
Cov\'■ fUe ~ appnz:taate,- l a poliq ....UC,n. Tia 
Hr. utt.o 1n -t.1.ft witola Id.a .;.,,_'IO place• of paper ■ualtted l:ir 
pert■ to ma11N u. ttpna • rt wall tab ~ ad -
tbll apert.iN Oil O'II' naff to 111, tld,a d in \!d,■ fUe and W dD IIOt bafl 

Oovt■, uder a - polio;, of tb■ Jud1o=~ to th■ Cleri: of 
AWellata DI.Tiaiall of tm ll1p. Oovt. • fUe• tor tba .ruuoe•• Qtfl.eo Sa lla1pm Pa1'bap8 U'O bmJlc fol'11&1'd1Ml to tho Cb1af 
l[oadqaartor■ wu14 ~ to• a.ber9 of tho lap]. llta1'f in 
bT t.bl Cl.erlc of OoilU'tf• aa1JIII tbo tuea wllich an boiJlc rornrdad 

a.n.r tbq bafl a.:lned tbo inf ~ qu■Upna wo will ondlNmlr to oaation ad nmood t.ba to apooUia f'1nd tb■ -I'll to noh qyatiou. 

Appuentl;r pot.1.t.iomr Allouo Utto cllciaion of t.bl oovt. ~ dmiDC bu not 'boml ■at.i■tiod wit.h 1;bo 

troquent n■i t.or to t.b1a offico OODJO t.'MN put JUN be bu boon a 
be alao pr■ Noted th1a -tt■r t.o t.b■ ·=-~ ~tter. - udentand 0oDi"N of Jlicroneaiao ... .-...,r Omaittoo of tho 

l 



• • 
t 

6. OD Oowbff 11, U6', ueooi,ato .1U\1N .,_. llobol.9 
cl1al.N9d • OOIIIPlaiat 'buH cm dlllf911dam1

• dlalrNl'o 
Plai'autf Alt-~ tls1a dNild.Glll to -.aw-U&w Dl'l'iaioD of tbe 111.&b eoan. 

s. 0n JIU'Cl!l 1, 1956, • .aw-uato c.,wn rmaft4 U• 
lte eplld.on :la ta -• na afftn1Jlc ~ dN1alon of 
the B1cb Coan, the .aw-Uaw Coan lltaWH 

•n u oln'iou tu\ ~ an • allapU­
iD tbll _.cl ..-plaint wtrieh pre9C\ a 
jut.lcUbl.9 OODWOftl'IIT for '11111.oh relief 1a 
naUable 1D tb11 Tnn fen'lto17. It 1a 
aot .U.C-cl ta\ \ll9re bu .._ bnaoh of 
-trao\ aD4, of .,.ne, \la pollC7 qaen.ime 
1Jni1,lw4 an not aject to 3wllol&l oopl-sanoe.• . . 

n wal4 llppMI' ha tm aboff 49oleloal t.hat 1ep.1. -«1.ee llaft 11em 
allall.n94 1D W..· - 11114 an -1DII 111 a pollq ....UOn. fla 
c.,vt•• tua ..W. llppllU:laaW]T l'l'O JUN• of paper ..-S.\te4 lir 
llr. 1Jtto 1D -ti.oil wl\A bill olalM. ft -U \aim t;ia 11114 a­
psrta to ma]tM ._ t!pft• eoaw.1.Md 1D ti!!,1a tue 11114 w 49 Mt llaft 
tbll apert.1N on ov naff to ell, Ul18e .IIIIOO~ to ta Claic of 
Co'Cll'te, udar a - poliCJ' of tbe Juclic:l.ar:r, all tue• for tbll 
.aw-1.late DI.Tle1aa of ta ll1&b 0clllrt are llCIIC fol'WU'd9tl to t.he Ch1af 
.iut1oe•• otftN 1D llaipml. Pn'bapa ~ ot tbe l.epl. natf 1D 
l!Ndqaart,9n WQl4 want to aa1ne tm tu.ea which an ~ tol'VU'dacl 
b>' t.m Cleric of Oalal'tae 

Ut.er t.hq haTe aalmcl tbll 1Dtomation an.cl redDNd ti.a to -,.oUlo 
qunipna w will tllldeaflr to t1Jld the &IIIIWl'II to nob czae•Uou. 

Apparent'JT pst.1.t,1-r ilfouo 1Jtto bu not 'been aatlatled with Ula 
dllclllion cf the com-t nnce clar1DC tb9N put J'9&l'II • bu 'been a 
trequant naltor to tb18 otttoe ooooerni.DC t.hla •tter. 1111 udantancl 
i. a1eo preNntocl tb18 aattar to the 11166 DateJ'i.or 0-1.ttee of the 
OongreN ot IU.crono11lae 

l 
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CIHtrtH af. • ltrHUla - /fJ 
Clapttol .Ul, 6atp11. •rtua J1lau1 

Dl51 
4Hflrr tlf th lt11a,111or • •u,I 

11.u.DUJM 
Ula!J.tlft COUMlllt. 

Nove111ber 7, 1967 

Dr. Robert K. ~boecreft 
Attornei General 
Trust Territory Govern111ent 
Ssipan, M. I. 

Dear.Dr. Shoecr~ft: 

Attacbed is a 111i111eograpbed letter fro111 one Alfonso P. 1l'tto, 
of Fefan Island, Truk District, relating to a certain 
petl tion to . the United lleti ons Visiting !•as~ 

The subject letter eppenrs to touch tipon olei111s sub111itted 
to the Vieiting Missi on byithe people of Fefen Islend, end 
perhaps tbose from outlying areas. 

Inasmuch as you'r- office hes deal·t with cleims of similar 
natur e before, you mey be in e bett r position to determine 
the status of the petition involve in the letter . Accord­
ingly, we ere referring the letter to your office and would 
appreciate your advising us of any action, if e~y, which 
you wt ll take on the matter. 

Sincerely yours , 
.> 

Attachmont 

.. 

..... 



efi'\~I~ 
CIHgrtH •f •ttrHHII -1-#J 

Glapttol lfUl, &1tpa1. •rta• J1lad1 
•s• .,,.,, .r ,~. Ii,,,...,,., ...... 

ltALDIIIIUI 
LIOIILATIYJI COIJMIJl!L 

November 7, 1967 

Dr . Robert K. Sboecreft 
Attornex General 
Trust Territory Government 
Se:l.pan , M. I. 

Dear.Dr. Sboerroft: 

Attaobed is a mimeographed letter from one Alfonso P. 1l'tto, 
of Fefan Island,' Truk District, relating to a oertein 
pe~ition to the United Nations Visiting l~e 

Tbe subject letter eppenrs to touch upon·olaill!B a~bmitted 
to t he Visiting Miesion by tbe people of Fefan Island, and 
perbape those from ou tlying erase. 

In11s111ucb es you~ office bas deel:t wi tb claims of similar 
nature before, you may be in a bett,11-p position to determine 
the status of the petition involve~ in tbe lettei•. Accord­
ingly, we ere referring the letter to your office and would 
appreciate your advising us of eny action, if e~y, wbioh 
you will take on the matter . 

Sincerely yours, 

Attachment 

.. 

..... 

I 

• 
Felan Island 
Trulc Dietric t 
August JJ.., 1967 

Dear Sirs: 

The fc,llowing things were submitted to the United Nations Visiting 
M:ission a few years ag/,, and we have received no answer about what we were 
petitioning. They we./" as follows 1 • 

/ 
1. ?aym!'.!; to families for those killed during World War n. 
2, 

/ ). 

!,,, 

Payment for houses taken by Japanese soldiers, r 
Payment for food such as taro , breadfruit, and bananas consumed by 
Japanese soliders. 

Our case involvin'il',-,h: Islan~ Trading Company t.hru the y~-r• of 
191,8 to 19S2. This case in~lves $17,837. 82 of copra bags and 
ropes which the company should have rembursed the poeple of Truk, 
Mortlocks and Western Islands for • 

J:rf I have • in my possession the sirnatur!'s of the r island chiefs involved. 

I would like to ask the 1967 United Nations Visiting Mission to take 
s ome kind of immediate action on the problems which I have submitted to 
thnse United Nations Visiting Missions, the last in Februar y 1967, during 
the time they toured the Trust Territory of the Pacific Is l ands . 

Pet1tf8rt - -
Fofan Islan • 
Tr uk, Eastern C ,rol ine Islands 

,. 



.. 
I 

• 
Felan Island 
Truk District 
August 3L, 1967 

Doar Sirs: 

M:i.s s ion a few years Q. , and we have rece ived no answer abo ut what w; were 
. The fellowing ~h gs were •ubmitted to the United Nations Vio i t •ng 

petitioning. They wee as follows, 

l. ?ay~ to familie• for thooe killed during World War rr. 
2 • Payment for h::,uaeo taken by Japanese soldier s, r 3. 

4., 

Payment for food such as taro, breadfrui t, an d bananas consumed by 
Japanese sol idero. 

Our caoe involvin~h: IBLand Trad~g Comp~ny t hr u the y~ r• of 
1948 to 1952. This case involves $17,837.82 of copra b~g; a nd 
ropes which the company should have rembursed the poepl e of Tr uk 
Mortlocks and Western Islands for. ' 

I have ' in my posseas ion the • irnatur~s of the ~ island chiefs involved . 

I would like to ask the 1967 United Nation• Visiting Miss ion to take 
s ome kind of immediate action on the problems which I have submitted to 
thP.Se. United Nations Visiting Missions, the last in February 1967, during 
the tune they toured the Trust Territory of the Pacific •Islands. 

: (/~,-,,,., ,/! ID& Pehd?>il · - -
Fe fan Islan , 
Truk, Eastern C .,reline Islands 

,. 

• 

1. 

• • 
T!da S. a copy ot •Wt.rat ,q petltUD tq the tll 'fiait.ing MlM1on 1lh1oh -
tnnalate4 i,y- an .&nt.bropol.ogit by" the - at J'rank lfllhca;r in the J'NI' 
ot 1-, 1,19b8 to 19S2 • 

... 
Thi llUlllhr of pecpla ct the• ialllnda in Truk vllo •t toptllar Clll t.hu 1alanll 
ot lfo9ll not hen ,q going to their boua• er 1al.lnde but ~ in thie place 
at-o-pecpla. 

Thi ~ ot tbl• illpa'taDt old.eh in the !al.Inda ot Truk and thl 
llal'tloclla a the Wutem Manda to ~t vho haft agree4 with •• 
Cid.ate 34 

Well• nm w wlll add theN togrtllar. S07 
34 

541 
We nnt to know about the 1w that .. know (sic) 1n the book ot i..a at the 
wcrld la,,.b8 (Intuia Begul.etloa , Tz,ilaN iz.alat1oa thenat) ~t w aball 
net relltriot . Clittbe pecpla•i It ~ ftfWa to -pal'IIClll but thl mabar ot 
pao,i,. ta 1arpr then thet aat ...unta to SU Jl90pl.e wm haft •cr-i with th1a 
•tter. 

4. The Ul0tlllt ot mney t ar_.. than thia n~ I vUl vrite en th1a latter. 
I wU1 ccw;:::Ww llacaUN 1t vUl ~be~ cl.Hr when it 1a f1.nall;r 
dllc1Ale4 latter. 

~ Por all Truk TotaJ. t.l.71837.82 

>.)~ 

) 

Feran, Truk District 



. 
' .. • • 

Thia Sa a cop,r of a Wt.er of 111¥ patS.ticlll tq the tW YlaitS.ng NS.N1Ala wh1.cb -
tranalatell b7 an Antbros,ologiat b7 the - of J'rank 1llhoa:, 1n the -,ev 
of ,~ 1,191&8 to 1952. 

RAIi 

l. The· DUlihr of paople of tbeN ialmdll in Truk who •t toptmr Clll th1a 1al.an4 
or llolll not tt-c,m IV' going to u.1.r bcnlN• or 1a1an4a but ~ 1n t.h1a p1aca 
of al,:)' people. 

2 • The llUllt>a of tbeN impartant old.ah 1n the ialandll of Truk and ti-. 
MartJ.ocb and the Wast.em Ulanda to ,aim,at who haft agrae4 with •• 
Cb1eta 34 . 

Wall• 11W W 14ll add tbaN togrtharo 

5Li • 
3. We -t to kDw about the la that w knGlt (Ilic) 1n tha book of lan of the 

WClll'ld Jr.Ji8 (Iirt,eria IIAlgulatim , TrulalN tnllalat.icn tbaraot) ~t w aball 
net rntriot fNadm ottha people. It ~ n1Wlt to -parecm but tha nUlll:lar ot 
~ Sa larpr t!lan that and uiounta to SU JJ80pla who haw acrea4 nth th1a 
mttar. 

4. The aa,unt or -Y tor--. than th1a nuaber I will vr1ta cm tbia latter. 
I vUl ca!p'tlllN llacauae it vill ~ be f'ull;J claar whan it 1a tinal.l;r 
dff1de4 latter. 

•· Por all Truk Tota]. Sl.7,lt37.62 

) 

Fetan, Truk Dietrict 
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but oal;r 1n th1a place 
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