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Senator Daniel K. Akaka
October 18, 1991

Exemplary Programs Award

I am indeed pleased to be here today to pay tribute to

this year’s Exemplary Program Award honorees. I am especially

proud of the substance abuse prevention programs from my home
state that have received this special distinction. Fifty-nine
such programs were nominated from across the country. Eight

have been selected by the National Prevention Network and the
National Association of State Alcohol and Drug Abuse Directors

as exceptional national models. Two of those are from Hawaii.

All who are involved in the success of these
outstanding efforts are to be congratulated on their
innovation and commitment in helping to put the participants
in touch with their legacy of Native Hawaiian values and
practices. Luigi ("Gigi") Coquio is representing the Waianae
Coast Community Mental Health Center’s Na Keiki O Ka Aina, a
Makaha Elementary School Hoa Aina project. Maria Davilla
(Keonona) and Annie Kainoa are here to accept the award for
the Alu Like Native Hawaiian Ex-Offender Substance Abuse

Prevention Program.

Through Na Keiki O Ka Aina, students work on a
community farm, learning respect for the land, each other and

their bodies. Their school enhances these experiences with




activities and a curriculum that returns to a heritage that
was based upon principles like collaborative learning, shared

work and cultural ideals such as ohana and lokahi.

The Native Hawaiian Ex-Offenders program works through
Kupuna Outreach Facilitators. The elder Hawaiian mentors seek
to connect the Hawaiian ex-offenders to their cultural roots
by using traditional curative and preventive practices. One

kupuna'’s approach is to start by discussing geneology, because

it helps return to these individuals their sense of identity

and begins the healing process.

As a founding member of the House Select Committee on
Narcotics Abuse and Control, I have long been involved in the
constant search for effective new methods to deal with the
growing, ever more devastating problem of drugs in our
society. It is ironic, but truly gratifying, to note how so
much success has been achieved in addressing the critical
problems of the present and their potential impact on the

future by relearning what was best about the past.




