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)!ount.ains, their lines to the BOutheast and east
were systematically taken back. On June 5.
the Eternal City was evacuat.ed in order to
spare its invaluable treasures and monuments.

With the occupation of Rome the Allied left
wing speeded up its advance acro8S the plain to
the north of the cit,y in order to outflank the Ger.
man troops in the interior of t.he peninsula. But
:Marshal Kesselring succeeded in frust.rating aU
such designs. His IOt.h Army gradually with.
drew toward the north, where the Apennines form
a barrier acros" the northern bottleneck of the
peninsula and where his numericl\lly weaker forcea
had 1\ better (·hance of defending t.hemselves. The
weekly front lines 011 our map show the llbsence
of any Allied breakthrough after the oceupation
of Rome.

While fight.ing abated during the first t.hree
weeks of August along t.he entire front in Italy,

On all three EuropMn baUlegrounds the past summer saw a ge1'leral withdra't'al
of the farjfu"rl (ieMnGll fronts. At the begi1mi'1(J of summer the German lines of
defe/lse resembled stro?lfl dikes to protect Europe from the onrushing flcod$. Because
of their many tl'Ollsulld miles of length, these dikes could ollly be ma1lt1ed by a thin
line of flu.ards. The p·recario?<sne..<s of the Germ.an s-ituotiotl re~lUlted from the fact
that a dike 'is (Jood o"ly as 10llg as it holds in 1:/S entire length. A 8ingle breach too
large for ;,nmediate repair e.xp08cs wide areas of the hinterla11d to the flood, deprivillg
the rest of that section of dike of its usef'J.lness and forcing the defenders to withdraw
to new dike$ ra'/su! far to the rear. The dikes of Europe were pierced this Bummer
in three placcs: at Cisterna on .Hay 24, in the VitebskfJlobin area on June 23, and
at A LWI/l.ches OIl J Illy 31. Whot follou'ed l:n all three cases waR not a question of
defending the rest of the dike but of suving the guards from the flood and manning
new, shortcr dikes.

By tho middle of Xovember 1943 the Allied
nrmies in Itnly got stuck ncar the line which
runs from the mouth of the Sl\ngro on the

Adrillt.ic to the mouth of the Gariglil\no on the
Tyrrhenian Sen, and for a long time the AllZio­
)lettuno bridgehead est,ablished on January 22 did
DOt alter the general Bit,"ation. all attempts at
lItablighing n conllect.ion between the bridgehead
IUd -the main front being foiled.

To brenk the defllllock, the Anglo-American
forces were regrouped. As the main part of the
US 5th Army was needed to consolidate and rein­
force t,he Anzio·Nettllllo landing head. a lurge
port,ion of the British Sth Army was trnnsferred
from the Adriatic sect.or to oecupy the Allied left
qg with t.he reBt of t.he 'VS 5t.h Army. By the
lIfginning of :May & formidable st.rengt.h was ready
for act·ion along the Allied left wing and in the
bridgehead south of Rome.

THE SUMlIER OFFEXSl\7E

On ~ay II at II p.m., after all
utraordinurily heavy art illery barrage,
the Allies, some ten divisions st.rong.
began t.o attack along the 30·mile stret.ch
from the Cassino sector to the Tvrrhe­
lIian Sea, thus intoning the prelude'to the
pt summer bat tie for Europe.

But the defenders made t.he most of
the mountainous terrain, and the AlliE'S.
,.ho had an oVE'rwhelming superiority ill
lIumbers and material,suffered very heavy
_B. Slowly the Allies guined ground.
9n May 17. the Gcrmulls evacuatod
IJMgjno, the scene of one of t he most
heroic defensive hl\ttles in this war.
When t.he Allied left wing had rNLched
the Terracin& area, t.he Anzio-~ettuno

landing head came to life with a
violent artillery barrage early on lIlay
!3. The aim WQS to join up with t,he
formations advnnciJlg from the south
IUd, by a northward pUilh. to cut, off
the withdrQwing Gcrrulln divisions
9(Illroting in the Liri \·alley. They
~ceeded in t heir first object on May
t~, four months after the first landing
lOuth of Home, but they failed in
the second. ' .... hile the Uerml\ns were
~hting a violent delaying battle on
the slopes of the Alban and Lepini
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with only some activity in the Florence and Arezzo
sectors, major breakthrough attempts on a broad
front were launched in the Adriatic sector later
during that month. 'fhe right wing of the British
8th Army had been strengthened considerably for
this purpose, for here the Allies no louger faced
difficult mountain barriers on their way into the
Po valley. Preparations were also made for an
attack by the 8th Army's left wing. from the
area east of Florence. A breakthrough into the
Po valley would give the Allies far better chances
to use their material superiority; it would give
them access to the agricultural and industrial riches
of that densely inhabited part of the country
-two fifths of Italy's population live there-and
it would threaten the German positions in the
mountains further to the west with envelopment
from the north.

'fhe Allied landing in southern France on August
15 and the German evacuation of that region have
denuded Marshal Kesselring's right wing. The
Alps form a steep precipice there on the Italian
side, and the Germans must try to hold the passes
and their western approaches. Fighting for them
haa already flared up. In "iew of Allied naval
supremacy, the defense of the Nice gap will be
extremely difficult. Besides, the Allies may yet
carry out anol her landing in the Gulf of Genoa.

RESULTS

It haa been one of the Allied aims to tie down
large German forces on the Italian front. But
the German High Command haa preferred to give
up territoI')' rather than throw reserves into battle
in an area which is isolated from the rest of Europe
by the towering wall of the Alps. German troops
may even have been withdrawn from that tJleater
of war as the territory to be protected grew smaller
and the lines of communications shorter, and Rll

mixed German·Italian formations under the com·
mand of Marshal Graziani-which were trained
and equipped in the Reich-arrived on the scene.

On the other hand, the stubborn German reo
sistance has tied down very considerable Allied
forces in an area where they can hardly hope to
determine the out-come of the great European
battle. While giving the Allies some political
prestige, ~he occupat.ion of southern and central

Italy is no economic asset, this territory being
dependent on outside food supplies and virtually
without industry. Although General Alexander
has seen to it that English and American blood
was spared as much as possible at the expense of
Polish, J.o'rench Colonial. De Gaullist, and other
auxiliaries, heavy losses have been inflicted upon
the Anglo.Americans too. According to a state·
ment by War Secretary Henry Stimson, US casual·
ties in Italy up to May 27 aggregated 65,160,
while Churchill admitted a total of 73.122 British
casualties in Italy including those of Dominion
8lld Indian troops up to June 5. To this mUllt
be added casualties suffered since the beginning
of June as well as losses en route and officers and
sailors lost by the combined naviUll. Politically
speaking, the Anglo·Americans have also been
faced by difficulties in Italy. Moscow is utilizing
the dissension among the Italian population, which
has been increased by Allied maladministration.
as a fertile ground for planting its doctrines. One
third of the Italian fleet had to be handed 0\'8r
to the Soviets. And tho Bonomi Cabinet, which
succeeded that of Badoglio and includOll in ita
ranks a number of Commuwat8, has reflected the
confusion and bitterness felt in Allied.occupied
Italy. In his letter of resignation from the Cabinet,
the famous Italian liberal Benedetto Croce flayed
the indifference of the Italian people. who "listen
to none of U8," and characterized the Allied
armistice terms u "t.errible and merciless."

The battle of the last few mont,hs baa been
fought on ancient historical ground covered with
more monuments of past splendor than perhaps
anywhere else in the world. Nwn08 of citi..
antedat.ing Rome have been mentioned in com·
muniques. as have been the flourishing cent.en of
the Middle Ages and the Renaissance. Some of
the most venerated monuroenta of the Occident,
among them the Abbey of Monte Cassino, have
been destroyed despite all endeavors on the part
of the German High Command to spare such ire
replaceable treasures. It is to the credit of the
defenders that, through the early evacuation of
such cities as Rome. Siena. and Florence, a Bub.
atantial part of tills rich legac)' has been saved,
although their defense might have offered the
Germans military advantages.

THE EASTERN FRONT

(June 22 to August 31, 1944)

.THE two great German offensives of the
summers of 1941 and 1942 were followed
by four great Soviet offensives (winter

,19~/43, summer 1943. winter 1943/~4. summer
IOU), the last of which is the subject of this sur­
vey. although it has not ~'et !lome to ~. close.
After the first Soviet offensive had brought the
success of Stalingrad. the second and third ones
lacked the hoped-for breakthrough and resulted
in .. forcing back-sometimes fut, sometimes
slow--of the German lines which on the whole
remained intact. It was onl)· the fourth offensive

which succeeded in achieving a breakthrough of
considerable depth in one seotor of the GermaD
central front.

TW!l BUAltTHROOGJI (.rONE &ND JULy)

'With a sentimentality one would hardly expect
from them, the Soviets began their summer offen·
sive this year on June 22. Within a few days
the Red Army tore up the German front over a
width of 300 kilometers. The bastions of the
German defense in this sector fell into their hands
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