PIA in trouble
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Cited by FAA for 32 vzolatzons

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
THE PACIFIC Island Aviation
has reportedly violated air safety
standards enforced by the Federal
Aviation Administration on sev-
cral occasions, it was learned yes-
terday.

Documents obtained by the Va-
ricty indicated that PIA has been
cited for at least 32 separate vio-
lations of FAA air safety regula-
tion during the last five years.

Civil penalties slapped against
PIA during the fast five years to-
taled $94,500, according to the
documents.

But two of the proposed penal-
ties were reduced in a settlement
agreement between PIA and the
FAA to $80,500.

Records showed that PIA had
paid a total of $60,500 over the
last five years as penalty for its
alleged violations, while the re-
maining $10,000 remained in the
“proposed” category.

However, the specific nature of

PIA’s Bob Chnstlan

the violations on the pending and
unreleased cases was not imme-
diately available.

PIA chiefexecutive officer Bob
Christian neither denied nor con-
firmed the report.

He only said PIA has been fly-
ing the Marianas in an “above-
average” level.

“Marianas is one of the safest
placesto fly,” Christian said in an
interview yesterday, apparently
dismissing claims that PIA has

been a habitual violator of air
safety regulations.

The FAA report said 14 sepa-
rate enforcement actions were on
file against PIA “pertaining to
numerous violations of federal air
safety regulations.”

At least seven cases, entitled
“Orders Assessing Civil Penalty,”
an order entitled “Notice of Pro-
posed Civil Penalty,” were en-
forced against PIA, the papers
revealed.

Inaddition, the FAA confirmed
that six other cases are pending,
or could not be released as pro-
vided for by the Freedom of In-
formation Act (FOIA), including
two other cases which are on file
in the form of computer printouts
only, with no additional details.

The documents showed that the
violations cited by the FAA in-
clude substandard maintenance of
aircraft, or failure to comply with
the minimum safety requirements
on the aircraft operated by the
Contmued on page 8

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio with top aides Dr. Jose T. Villagomez, Gregorio B. Sablan and Lt. Gov. Jesus R. Sablan

during yesterday’s cabinet meeting at the Administration Building.
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When 902 talks resume

CNMI will argue
vs federal takeover

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
LIEUTENANT Govemor Jesus
R. Sablan yesterday said the
CNMI panel will “try its best”
to argue for the retention of lo-
cal control overimmigration and
minimum wage when the so-
called Covenant Section 902
talks with the White House is
resumed.

But Sablan, who will head the
Commonwealth panel, ruled out
any policy of confrontation with
the federal government, saying
that the CNMI will use the 902
talks mainly to “mend differ-
ences and solidify-a good work-
ing relationship” with Washing-
ton, D.C. and “establish mutual

. respect.”

The talks are likely to be held
after the congressional hearings -
scheduled in February, perhaps
before Summer, Sablan said.

The Clinton administration
and its allies in Congress re-
main convinced that federal
immigration and minimum
wage laws should now be ex-
tended to the islands, but Sablan
said anything is still possible
through “the art of compro-
mise.”

“Confrontation is a ‘No, No’
and we want a healthy discus-
sion,” he said, “and though we
still need to retain local control
(over immigration and mini-

Continued on page 8

Even for FY 97 levels

Governor says current
revenues not enough

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
yesterday revealed that current
revenue collection is not enough
to fund the government’s budget
needs for this fiscal year.

“We (are short in) resources,”
Tenorio said.

Current revenue collection, he
added, is not enough for the fund-
ing levels set by the fiscal year
1997 budget of $247 million.

Under the so-called *“continu-
ing resolution,” the FY 1997 bud-
get is being used by the govern-
ment after the previous
administration’s $262 million
budget proposal for FY 1998—
later scaled down to $253.2 mil-
lion—wasnotenacted by the Leg-
islature.

“It’s a difficult situation, but
the (various departments and
agencies) should (cope),” he said.

Meanwhile, he added, the ad-
ministration will continue cutting
onitsexpenditures,and with other
austerity measures, including a
“freeze” on the hiring of new per-
sonnel.

The governor, at the same time,
said there are a considerable num-
ber of government employees
working without contracts, and
all are now “under review.”

In an earlier interview, Tenorio
admitted that the tax cuts and pay
hike bills signed into law by his
predecessor will create more fi-
nancial problems for the govern-
ment.

He said the pay hike for gov-

Continued on page 8

Override of pay hike veto sparks legal questions

By Mar-Vic C. Munar

Variety News Staff
THE LEGISLATURE may
have to confronttwo legal ques-
tions that may arise from the
Senate’s recent override of then
governor Froilan C. Tenorio’s
veto of the bill seeking salary
increases for elected officials.
One legal issue involves the
question about the applicability

_ of the salary increase, and the

other, the authority of the 11th
Legislature to override a veto of
the former governor.

Speaker Diego T. Benavente

PAC NEWSPAPER STACKS

(R-Saipan) predicts that majority
of the House members are likely
to support the Senate’s override
of the pay hike bill.

But Benavente, who maintains
his opposition to the proposed
measure, warned that the over-
ride move s likely totrigger court
litigation.

“My current salary is enough
for me, and I know the current
financial situation of the govern-
ment. But I guess others feel that

apay hike is needed,” Benavente

told reporters yesterday.
*“Ithink the majority of themem-

D:ego T. Benavente

bers will pursue an override, but
this

may result in litigation regard-
ing the application of the pay
hike,” Benavente warned.

Under the CNMI Constitution,
a salary increase law does not
apply to the Legislature that en-
acted it.

House Bill 10- 308 the pay hike
measure, was passed by the 10th
Degislature last Jan. 8.

- It was vetoed by Tenorio on
Jan. 9, or three days before his

_term as governor ended.

The 11th Senate overrode the

veto last Friday.

Inanearlierinterview, Senate
legal counsel Stephen Woodruff
explained that incumbent legis-
lators may argue that the bill
was enacted by the 10th Legis-
lature, and therefore could ap-
ply during the term of the 11th
Legislature if the veto override
succeeded.

However, a legal analyst who
requested anonymity said that
when Tenorio vetoed H.B. 10-
308, the 10th Legislature’s “au-
thorship” of the bill had, in ef-

Gontinued on page 8
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Pope bids farewell, peace for Cuba

By CHARLES J. HANLEY
HAVANA (AP) - Pope John Paul
II, ending a spiritual journey to a
dispirited land, summoned Cubans
at home and Cubans in exile to
“new paths” of reconciliation, and
called this country’s bishops to the
task of helping lead them there.

And the Cuba they build, the
pope said before boarding his flight
back to Rome Sunday evening,
should be a land of *"greater free-
dom and pluralism.”

With his carefully chosen words,
the ailing, 77-year-old pope put
himself and his churchmen squarely
in the middle of the four-decade-
long Cuban showdown.

It was the climax of a difficult
five-day pilgrimage during which
the Roman Catholic pontiff had to
balance criticism of Cuba’s com-
munist system with the need to
bolsterand fosterthe Cuban church.

The leader of that system, Presi-
dent Fidel Castro, saw him off at
Havana’s airport, declared Cuba
had “nothing to hide from the
world,” and congratulated the pope
for visiting “*what some choose to
call communism'’s last bulwark.”

*For every word you have said -

even those I might disagree with -
on behalf of all the Cuban people,
Holy Father, I thank you!” Castro
declared.

Earlier Sunday, Castro sat front
and center for an open-air Mass in

ket forces™ of global capitalism.
“The wealthy grow ever wealthier,
while the poor grow ever poorer,”
John Paul declared to explosive
applause.

But he also had pointed words

“attentively studied.”

human rights groups.

Cuba promises quick
response to papal plea

HAVANA (AP)-Cubahas promiseda quxck response toPopeJohn
_Paul II's appeal for the release of 200 prisoners in the commurust
island country, Vatican officials said Sunday. :
The officials, traveling with the pope-on his five-day visit to _
Cuba, said they were assured Sunday that the request was bemg

While John Paul was meeting with Cuban President Fidel Castro
on Thursday, Vatican officials in Havana presented petitions for
the release of about 200 prisoners. _

Several of them were jailed for polmcal crimes, accordmg to -

Havana's vast Plazaof the Revolu-
tion,and heard asharpattack by the
pope on one of the Cuban leader’s
own favorite targets, “neoliberal
capitalism.”

The pontiff wamed Cubans
against embracing the “‘blind mar-

for Castro, who had urged his
people to pack the final Mass, re-
peating appeals forrespect for free-
dom of conscience, for greater reli-
gious freedom and on behalf of
political prisoners.

“The pope, in his heart and with

his words of encouragement, em-
braces all who suffer injustice,”
John Paul said to applause and
waving flags - and to silence from
government officials.

The Vatican entourage said,
meanwhile, that Cuban authorities
had promised a “quick response”
to its appeal to Castro earlier this
week for release of about 200 pris-
oners.

The Mass unfolded in an epic
setting of color, faith, and history-
in-the-making, in a vast square
dominated by towering portraits of
revolutionary martyr Emesto*“Che”
Guevara and - temporarily - Jesus
Christ.

The faithful, the curious and
those simply heeding Castro’s call
had set out from outlying towns by
bus as early as 2 a.m. They were
joined by pilgrims from around the
world, including anti-Castro ex-
iles.

By the time the pope arrived
almost eight hours later, the crowd
was approaching perhaps a quar-
ter-million. And overthe next three
hours the melodious Cuban music,
the prayers, the excitement - all
built, under overcast skies, into

‘

sights and sounds unthinkable just
a few years ago:

+Of adark-suited Castro mobbed
by bishops in white, pumping his
hand.

+Of Cubans wildly chanting toa
Bishop of Rome, his green robe
flapping in the wind, “John Paul
Two! The people are with you!”

«Of apope, or simply anyone not
named Fidel, standing before
Cuba’'s masses, at the revolution's
most hallowed spot, and instruct-
ing them to take their future into
their own hands.

It was enough to fill ordinary
Cubans with awe.

“Inever thoughtin 40 years that
we would see this,” said Norka
Dominguez, 62, clutching the hand
of granddaughter Daisy.

It may take more years still to see
just what it all will mean for Cuba.

Throughout his visit, in Masses
inprovincial cities, in talks togroups
in Havana, the pope delivered a
message, sometimes elliptically
worded, of political freedom, of
personal moral responsibility, of
reconciliationbetween Cubanshere
and inexile -always through Christ
and his church.

;
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‘Teno can reprogram funds for relief’

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
can reprogram the $300,000
needed to match the federal relief
funds for typhoon victims even
without an authorization from the
Legislature, its leadership said.

Senate Vice President Thomas
P. Villagomez (R-Saipan), dur-
ing the Senate session Friday,
urged legislators to support the
governor’s effons in disbursing

the matching funds, adding that
Tenorio can go ahead withit with-

. out a joint resolution from the

Legislature.

House Speaker Diego T.
Benavente (R-Saipan), in an in-
terview yesterday, said he agrees

‘with Villagomez.

Currently, he added, he was told
that the administration is trying to
get awaiver from the federal gov-
emment on the need for matching
funds.

“I think we can justify the
waiver considering the current
financial state of the government,”
Benavente said.

“I hope the administration can
get a waiver,” he said, “butif not,
the governor can go ahead with
the reprogramming of funds, and
1 don’t think a joint resolution is
necessary.”

The CNMI is required to put up
25 cents to match every dollar
made available by the Federal

Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA), said Tenorio who has
vowed to assist the typhoon vic-
tims seeking federal relief.

FEMA and the Emergency
Management Office (EMO) un-
veiled last month the federal aid
programs forindividuals and busi-
nesses whose properties suffered
damages from supertyphoon
Keith.

The aid program includes di-

" saster loans from the U.S. Small

Business Administration.

Prior to supertyphoon Paka's
fury last Dec. 16-17, the CNMI
was hard hit by supertyphoons
Joan on Oct. 7-8, and Keith on
Nov. 2-3.

President Clinton declared the
CNMI a disaster area last Dec. 8.

The President later made an-
other declaration of disaster for
the Commonwealth as a result of
the extensive damages caused by
supertyphoon Paka on Rota.

-By Ferdie de la Torre
Variely News Staff

employee.

radio.

case, police said.

Cop accused of
stealmg radlo

A POLICE officer assigned at the Bureau of Motor Vehicle was arrested
on Friday for allegedly stealing a hand-held radio from a government

Arrested was 41-year-old Isidro Re¥es Sablan, according to Department
of Public Safety’s acting Information Officer Sgt. Franklin Babauta.
Babauta said police officers caught Sablan in possession of the stolen

Sablan was detained and later released for further investigation of the

\fv Initial investigation showed that prior to the incident amale employee of
: the Division of Fish and Wildlife went to BMV office to renew his driver’s

. license on Friday. :
The DFW employee requested a  worker at BMV to watch his radio
y because he would pay for his license’s renewal at the treasurer’s office.

Death toll in shrine
blast rises to 15

By DILIP GANGULY
COLOMBO, Sri Lanka (AP)
- Tens of thousands of police
officers and battle-ready troops
kept a night-long vigil across
Sri Lanka to prevent any anti-
Tamil backlash, as the death toll
in a truck bomb attack on Sri
Lankan Buddhists’ holiest
shrine rose to 15 Monday.

Sunday’s attack in Kandy,
east of Colombo, was blamed
on separatists who accuse the
Sinhalese majority of some-
times brutal discrimination
against the Tamil minority.
Most Sinhalese are Buddhist and
most Tamils Hindu, though re-
ligion has not been a central
issue in the 15-year ethnic war.

Troops in full combat gear
guarded Tamil neighborhoods
in Colombo, Kandy and other
towns. Despite a few angry Sin-
halese protests, no violence
against Tamils was reported
overnight.

The director at Kandy Gen-
eral Hospital said two of the
injured died overnight and po-
lice recovered two more bod-
ies from a lake that adjoins
the temple, bringing the death
toll to 15 - including three
rebel suicide bombers. An-
other 21 people remained hos-
pitalized.

The attack on the 18th cen-
tury shrine, which houses what
the faithful believe is a tooth
of the Buddha, came just 10 days
before it will host Sri Lanka's
50th independence anniversary
celebrations. Officials said the cel-
ebrations, with Britain’s Prince
Charles as the chief guest, will go
ahead.

The temple’s roof was dam-
aged in the explosion, but the
blasts did not harm the inner

shrine where the tooth is kept.
The relic is an important sym-
bol to Sinhalese nationalists.
In ancient times, a ruler who
failed to protect the tooth was
seen as being unfit to be king.

Hours after the attack on the
temple, a mob of enraged Sin-
halese burned down a Hindu
cultural center in Kandy, but
no one was hurt. Police fired
tear gas to disperse the mob.
Protesters also set fire to three
vehicles in Kandy on Sunday,
but the rioting did not spread.

Government media broad-
cast repeated appeals for calm.

Anti-Tamil rioting in 1983
following a rebel attack that
killed 13 Sinhalese soldiers
forced many Tamils out of Co-
lombo and created the impres-
sion in their minds that they
could not be safe in areas con-
trolled by the Sinhalese. More
than 51,000 people have been
killed since Sri Lanka’s sepa-
ratist war broke out that year.

Sunday’s audacious attack
could increase the ethnic di-
vide, threatening the
government's attempt to per-
suade both the Sinhalese and
the Tamils that they can live
together.

On Thursday, local govern-
ment elections will be held
for the first time in the north-
ern Tamil heartland of Jaffna.
After the vote, Parliament is
expected to debate a new con-
stitution that would give local
councils wide autonomy.

A section of Sri Lanka’s
Buddhist clergy has tried to
rouse public opinion among
the Sinhalese majority against
the draft constitution, saying
it would divide the country
along ethnic.

ceremony in Havana Sunday. T
throughout the country. ap

Sonia Gandhi sorry
over Sikh deaths

By KISHORE PATHANIA
CHANDIGARH, India (AP) - The widow and daughter-in-law of
two assassinated Indian prime ministers compared her own sorrow
to the pain of Sikhs who lost loved ones in religious violence.

Sonia Gandhi, campaigning Sunday for the Congress Party in
Sikh-dominated northern Punjab state, referred to the June 6, 1984
attack by Indian security forces to flush Sikh separatists from the
religion’s holiest temple. Prime Minister Indira Gandhi, Sonia
Gandhi's mother-in-law, was killed by her Sikh bodyguards after
the assault on the temple in the Punjabi city of Amritsar.

The government said 493 people were killed in the temple attack,
though some observers maintain four time that numberdied. Bloody
Hindu-Sikh rioting swept New Delhi and other cities after Indira
Gandhi’s assassination. The Sikh separatist movement has since
been crushed.

*“The incident which took place in Punjab on June 6, 1984 and in
Delhi after Mrs. India Gandhi's death ... were unfortunate,” Sonia
Gandhi said in Hindi to hundreds of rapt listeners in Chandigarh,
about 250 kilometers (150 miles) north of New Delhi. “Being a
widow and a mother, I can understand the agony of ‘those who
suffered ... such incidents should never have taken place.”

Rajiv Gandhi. Indira Gandhi's son and Sonia Gandhi’s husband
took over from his mother and served as.prime minister until 1989.
Rajiv Gandhi was assassinated in 1991 by suspected rebels from

Continued on page 8

Cuban President F/del Castro ﬁeaks to Pope John Pau/ Il at the Jose Marti Internat/onal Alrport depalture
e pope completed a five-day visit to Cuba, including four Masses celebrated

Spice Glrl
'engaged

0 Brltlsh

LONDON (AP) - How do you pro-
posetoPosh Spice?Inaposhhotel, of
course,

Newspapersreported Monday that
English soccer star David Beckham,
22, proposed to Spice Girl Victoria
Adams on Saturday night at an up-
market hotel in northwest England.

The23-year-old,dressedinablack
top and miniskirt, smiled for photog-
raphers Sunday as she showed off a
solitaire diamond ring giventoherby
Beckham, who plays for Manchester
United and is also in the English
national team.

She gave himadiamondencrusted
gold band in retum,

The couple, who met ten months
ago,don’tplantomarry for 18 months
due to work commitments. Adams is
busy with the other four Spice Girls
promoting their new movie, “Spice
World.”
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already missing.

denied taking it.

 th11 the radio.
" misconduct in public office.

Feb. 13.

of inspection.

incidents.

v ‘When the BMV worker turned around, he discovered that the radio was

- Sablan, who was assxgned at the Records Section, denied he took the |
radio, prompting the DFW employee to seek police assistznce. .
Investigators asked Sablan about the radio, but the latter vehemently

Police later arrested Sablan as he was seen leaving the oﬂice allegedly

Last December the Attomey General’s Office charged BMV Assmtant
Chief Anthony C. Tenorioand two otherpohce officers foralleged theftand

.. Courtdocuments showed that Tenorio$tole from the govemment $75as -
- payment of vehicle registration for hoense plate number SORY HA last

Tenorio also stole last March 14 $25 for payment of mgxstxanon of
another vehicle license plate number, the complaint stated.

Tenorio on the same day, the complaint said, issued a motor vchxcle
registration for another plate number without obtaining the requisite proof

The other officers—PO3 Amold K. Seman and PO2 Lourdes C.
Tomei—were charged for stealing public funds in the amount more than
$250 but less than $20,000 and mlsused govemment vehicles in separate

The AGO recently charged 11 police officers for allegedly beating one
of the suspects in the burglary at Wendy’s Restaurant in Garapan.

4 cops in brutality
case plead innocent

By Ferdie dela Torre

Variety News Staff
FOUR of 1 1 policeofficerswhowere
charged in connection with the al-
leged beatingof one of the suspectsin
the burglary incident at Wendy’s
Restaurant pleaded innocent to the
charges.

During yesterday’s arraignment,
Police Officers Hillary Tagabuel,
Norbert Pua, Jesse Seman, and Sgt.
Joaquin Salas waived reading of the
information and advisement of their
constitutional rights.

The four officers, through their
counsels Antonio Atalig and Brien
Nicholas, pleaded not guilty to as-
sault and battery and misconduct in
public office.

Tagabuel also denied committing

perjury.

Superior Court Associate Judge
Edward Manibusan set a status con-
ference on Feb. 23.

Meanwhile, Police Officers Jason
Tarkong and Jose Saures will be ar-
raigned today.

Five other officers, who failed to
get their lawyers, were ordered to
appear on Monday for the arraign-
ment,

The five are Police Officers Jack
Camacho, Jesse Concepceion, Chris
L. Guerero, Diwain Stephen, and
Sgt. James Deleon Guerrero.

Assistant Atty. Gen. Marvin J.
Williams in the complaint said the
officersassaulted Francis A. Eugenio
on Dec. 1, 1997.

" Continued on page 8

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio buckles down to work with members of his Cabinet and other appointed officials of the
new administration at yesterday’s Cabinet meeting at the Governor's Conference Room on Capitol Hill

yesterday.

Photo by Zaldy Dandan

CNMI officers to be tapped
for marine law enforcement

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
REPRESENTATIVES from the
United States Coast Guard will
meet with the CNMI Division of
Fish and Wildlife.on Thursday to
discuss the plans deputizing Com-
monwealth officers in enforcing
federal marine laws.

Richard Seman, acting DFW

Director, explained the move was

made possible through amend-
mentsdone onthe 1983 Magnuson
FishConservation Act which gave
insular areas — Guam, CNMI
and American Samoa among oth-
ers — equal share in the funds

that can be derived from fines
imposed on arrested violators.

“We are working on this. We
will be meeting with the US Coast
Guard so that we can iron out
some of (thelaw’s) languages that
are preventing us from entering
into a pact (with the federal gov-
ernment),” said Seman.

The treaty, called Cooperative
Enforcement Agreement, will
enable CNMI enforcement agen-
cies apprehend suspected viola-
tors in the Commonwealth’s wa-
ters, try them at the U.S. District
Courton Saipan, and impose fines.

In the past, it was the U.S. Coast

Guard which conducted most of
the arrests.

Butwiththe agreementinplace,
Seman said CNMI enforcement
officers will be “deputized by the
federal government and made into
special agents to function in be-
half”” of the National Marine Fisher-
ies Service, a federal body tasked to
look after US sea territories.

Seman said the agreement will
be made between the CNMI, the
U.S. Coast Guard and the Na-
tional Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration.

The meeting will be held in
closed doors.

WHO warns agalnst fake drugs

By Aldwln R. Fa]ardo

Variely News Slaff
PEOPLE take medicine to com-
bat diseases but there are also
drugs that render people sick, and
the public must be warned against
this.

The World Health Organiza-
tion has reported that counterfeit
pharmaceuticals were found in at
least 28 countries between 1982
and 1997.

The WHO said it has been re-
ceiving public and confidential
reports from nations all through-
out the world about the prolifera-
tion of counterfeit drugs, although

some of the cases were yet to be
confirmed or validated.

It said 25 percent of the 751

reported cases came from indus-
trialized countries, while 65 per-
cent were from developing coun-
tries and at least 10 percent from
unspecified sources.

The WHO said counterfeit
drugs proliferate especially in
countries without a regulatory
body on pharmaceuticals.

“The CNMI, a US insular area,
is yet to create a body that will
regulate the sale of drugs and other
pharmaceuticals.

The International Workshop on

Countﬁrfelt Drugs, in a recent meet-

ing in Geneva, recommended that
WHO must continue to function asa
clearing house by collecting and ana-
lyzing reports, monitoring the situa-
tion in member states and exchang-
ing information on reported cases.

Some countries have already
stepped up their efforts in fight-
ing counterfeit pharmaceuticals,
through more stringent regula-
tions, effective enforcement of
existing laws, or closer cooperation
among countries involved.

The WHO called for the establish-
ment of adequate and vigorous na-

Continued on page 8




'4-MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-TUESDAY- JANUARY 27; 1998

Conflicting financial figures bug gov’t

By Zaldy Dandan

Variety News Staff
GOVERNOR Pedro P. Tenorio
yesterday said the Finance De-
partment and the Office of Man-
agement and Budget are still rec-
onciling conflicting figures re-
garding the current state of the
government’s finances. (See re-

ent figures,” Tenorio said, when
asked to explain the delay in the
release of his transition team’s
assessment report.

[A key Tenorio aide yesterday
said the real state of the govern-
ment coffers will likely be known
next week when the “reconciled”
figures are revealed.]

working on drafting a proposed
fiscal year 1999 budget which is
expected to be submitted in April.

In an earlier interview, the gov-
ernor said he has instructed his
staff to come up with a “more
reasonable” budget, adding that
the revenue collection estimates
are now being reviewed.

to the effect of the Asian currency
crisis on the islands’ tourism and
foreign investments, but Tenorio
said he will “find a way out.”
Meanwhile, he said, the admin-
istration will continue with its
current austerity measures.
Citing concerns over the bud-
get estimates submitted by the

month decided not to pass an FY
1998 budget, and instead wait for
the “more realistic” figures of the
new govermnor.

The CNMI government is cur-
rently operating based on FY
1997°s $247 million budget since
the end of FY 1997 last Sept. 30.

The funding level for the FY
1998 general budget bill stood at
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False alarm stirs DLNR

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
A PHONE call made at the De-
partment of Lands and Natural
Resources late last week report-
edly almost senteverybody scam-
pering to where the distress mes-
sage came from.

stashed in a trash can by a firm
near the Puerto Rico dump.
Thinking they would finally
have the biggest single catch of
brown tree snakes, DLNR'’s con-
servation officers scurried to the
site and immediately secured the
area, said acting Fish and Wild-

ally soaked in alcohol for medici-
nal purposes,” Seman said.
*“They smelleditand they immedi-
ately knew it was of that type.”
Government has been serious
in its drive against the brown tree
snakes, according to Seman.
At least two canines have been

put up at the ports of entry.

Also, appropriate government
staff have likewise been undergo-
ing regular trainings on Guam
regarding how to identify and
catch the snake.

Seman said at least seven con-
servation officers, in groups of

scheduled part of their (conserva-
tion officers) learning process...
enhancement of their skills for
the prevention and eradication of
the snakes,” said Seman.

Seman said anumber of staff from
the Quarantine Section of the custims
division as well as those from the

in this i i ex- revious administration, the
Ia{.e\f{,;r?er)é (I)':n’lﬁlg ;;ilif/fth differ- th? u;;;?: i Sv:rl;}:,o(;lri 1:1: Sg:;(ejsy gz;‘:gl b?igtn:g:rl:é?; 1?52 due Ee gls(l)ature s leadership last The caller which, according to  life Director Richard Seman. procuredtodetect the presence of  two, are scheduled to leave for  snake program’s Tinian office will
sources, sounded frantic, was, in “But when our COs arrived, these nocturnal reptiles among  Guam upon approval of the Of-  join the training.
ashaky voice, talking abouthav-  they found out that it was one of  incoming cargoes. fice of the Governor. Sofarthere has been no sighting or
ing found some 30 baby snakes  those Asian varieties that is usu- Abufferzone haslikewise been capture of the snake species this year.”

Teno commits full support to Education board

By Laila C. Younis
Variety News Staff

BOARD of Education members
were smiling as they left Gov.
Pedro P. Tenorio’s office from a
meeting yesterday.

The governor had acknowl-
edged his full support for Public

gramming authority.

“It was a very excellent meet-
ing. We wanted to give the gov-
ermor a commitment in that the
BOE is unified in its position re-
garding CIP projects,” said BOE
Chair Marja Lee Taitano.

“We are moving forward and

which we will be using shortly for
repairs on storm-damaged
schools,” she said.

“Our goal is to get the needed
classrooms. We have great stu-
dents and teachers but there are
no places to teach and we face
overcrowding,” she added.

looking into helping BOE *“find
creative ways” to secure the $16
million loan for school projects.

“We are on the verge of secur-
ing the loan from California Fi-
nancial Services and the gover-
nor agreed to match CIP funds
that is required for us to do that,”

attorneys in terms of outstanding
projects, so we can find ways to
award contracts and get the
projects done quickly,” said
Tenorio.

“The 60emergency classrooms
has been a problem for overayear
and I would like to see it expe-

“(The trainings) are a regularly

USFWS rep
to meet Teno

School System construction  the governoris supporting us. He Taitano also explained that the  said Taitano. dited. I have no preference for ; By Jojo Dass about $1.2 million from USFWS
projects, including hisdecisionto  promised nottorescindthe 25per-  Board is “putting together a fund- “That means we will have a  any contractor, just the best and ; Variety News Staff tofinance environmental projects.
4 total of 32 million to start con-  most responsible one for the job,” A REPRESENTATIVE from the The program’s cycle covers a

keep BOE’s 25 pcrcent repro—

cent reprogramming authority

ing package” and the governor is

struction on a new jr. high and
high school as well as other
projects. It will be very helpful
for the children,” she said.

“The Board is also bringing all
of our outstanding projects up to
date and those who are lagging
behind will get termination let-
ters. Weare workmg very hard to

'see thateverything will be brought

to order,” she added.

The governor agrees, also cit-
ing the need “for all projects to be
done inanefficientand expedient
manner”’.

“I recommended to the Board
members to work it out with their

he said.

Tenorio also noted that in re-
gards to the CFS $16 million loan,
he “has no problem” with good
financing” and he will “help find
matching funds”.

“I also have no intention of re-
scinding their 25percent repro-
gramming authority. The Board
members areeducated, trusted and
responsible for the operations of
PSS,” said Tenorio.

“I have confidence in them that
they will make the best decisions
for the students, I have autho-
rized them to use it and I have no
problem with that,” he said.

By Jojo Dass
Variety News Staff

DFW needs 6 biologists

THE CNMI Division of Fish and Wildlife needs at least six more
biologists to augment the three ones presently under its contract,
Richard Seman, acting DFW Director said.

T

US Fish and Wildlife Service here
tommorrow to begin a series of
talks with Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio
and other key officials on the con-
tinuity of the federal agency’s pro-
grams in the CNMIL.

Identity of the visiting federal
official was, however, withheld
pending confirmation from the
USFWS’ Hawaii office on who is
going to be sent, said acting Lands
and Natural Resources Secretary

-Bertha Leon Guerrero.

“They (USFWS) are interested
in meeting with the new gover-
nor. I’m also going to meet their
representative,” said Guerrero.

For his part, Richard Seman,
acting CNMI Fish and Wildlife
Director said the meeting “will
basically provide some direction
on how we should proceed with
the fishery and wildlife program
for the next five years.”

The CNMI government re-
ceives an average annual fund of

five-year period.

Current projects include the
ongoing “population reduction”
of the estimated 1,200 wild goats
threatening Sariguan Island’seco-
logical system.

“After this meeting with the
governor, the CNMI Fish and
Wildlife hopes that the governor
and USFWS can come to a very
positive understanding,” said
Seman.

“CNMI Fish and Wildlife is
hopeful that we can get into full
gear with our programs,” he
added.

DLNR sources said the meet-
ing will be held aspart of USFWS”’
efforts to ensure that the new ad-
ministration is supporting the fed-
eral agency’s projects in the
CNML.

The USFWS had reportedly
received signals indicating the
previous administration’s lack of
cooperation.

"SMILE FOR NUTRITION. Members of the GNM! Nutrition Council and San Vicente students and
teachels gather for a group photo before meeting with the governor recently.

Photo by Lalla C. Younia

Consul confident on RP economy

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
CONSUL Julia Heidemann ex-
pressed confidence the Philip-
pines will weather currency tur-
moil affecting economies in Asia.

Inaninterview, Heidemann said

the crisis, brought about by the
depreciation of currencies, is be-
ing dealt with accordingly by the
Philippine government.

While stressing that the crisis is
hardly felt in the Philippines, the
consul admitted business pros-

pectsare brightthough “cautious”
because of the unstable economic
situation in the region.
“Worst hit are companies that
have foreign loans,” she said.
She added that the Philippine

Continued on page 19

“QOur present staff is certainly not enough,” lamented »Scman.-

“Basically, what we do is finish off what we can finish off,” he
added, referring to pending DFW projects like the Sariguan Island
wild goat populatxon reduction and the routme assessment of the
CNMI water’s fishery resources. ’

At least two of DFW’s biologists are workmg with its ﬁshenes
section while the third, a herpetologist is thh the CNMI
government’s Brown Tree Snake program..

Seman said DFW used to have six biologists — three for the ]
fisheries section and another three for the wildlife section. g

However, employment contracts of the scientists were not re-
newed by then Lands and Natural Resources Secretary Benigno M.
Sablan upon expiration last year.

“As far as the divison is concerned, we wanted to renew them
(biologists),” said Seman.

He however declined to comment on why the concerned scien-

Watchmen Virine DLG. Salas and Asapmar Ogumoro get ready to sling a rooster during a live performance
of Mt. Carmel School Theater Club’s “Much Ado About Nothing”on Saturday. The MCS play attracted crowds
over the weekend.

2 men charged for
beating women

will plead guilty to assault with
a dangerous weapon.

Inreturn, the government will
recommend to sentence the de-
fendant to five years’ imprison-
ment, all suspended.

James shall serve 300 hours
of community work service and
seck marital counseling at the

- By Ferdie de 1a Torre

Variety News Staff
THE GOVERNMENT filed
yesterday criminal charges
against two men who allegedly
beat two women in separate in-
cidents.
: Cluster Techad and Damien -
Silo were charged with assault

tists’ contracts were not renewed. i -and battery beforc the Superlor - Commonwealth Health Center.
Seman said DFW needs four biologists, including a supervisor, l Court.- - Court documents said the de-

for its wildlife section, and another two for ts fisheries desk. , A551stant Atty Gen. Nicole  fendant hit the victim with a-
“We need four biologists for the wildlife section, a bottomfish Forelli in the complaint said ° baseball bat last Nov. 1.

Iechad, of San Antonio, beat a In another incident, a man
woman last July 14. - ~identified as Richard S.

‘Forelli saidSilo, ofAsFahglla ~ Benavente, was arrested for
assaulted a woman onDec. 10, illegal possession of firearm

biologist, a pelagic fish biologist and a near-shore bxologlst " he
said.

He stressed that the pool of biologists is needed should DFW go
fullswing in its projects.

He admitted though that the hiring of new biologists depends 1996 I ~ and ammunition at Ladder
much on the turn out of the scheduled talks between Gov. PedroP. . Thetwo defendantswere sum- - Beach Sunday afternoon. GREAT McDONALD’S DEAL
Tenorio and officials from the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Services (See ‘moned to- appear in court on  _Police said the 27-year-old
related story). March9. . " Benavente, armed with a QUARTER POUNDER W/ CHEESE
Meanwhile, amanaccusedof - rifle, was conducting - a EXTRA VALUE MEAL

assaulnngawomanthhabase- shootmg practice ‘at ‘the

(INCLUDES LARGE FRENCH FRIES AND MEDIUM SOFT DRINKS)

.ballbatentcmdmtoapleaagree - beach with two other com-

ment with the government. -~ panions.. - L NOW FOR ONL

_ KellyJamesandcounselRob—{r - Benavente, ~ however, o Y $2'99

_en Naraja sxgned the agmement - failed to show a permit pos- FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY/WHILE SUPPLIES LAST

with Forelli, -~ = . session of the | gun and bul-
Fam/Iy members of the fallen Hero (center) comfort her during a dramatic.scene in Mt Carmel School Theater e . . : MIDDLE ROAD: SUNDAY TO THURSD )
Club's “Much Ado About Nothing.” The three-day show tickets were sold out. Photos by Lalta C. Younls i Und the agmem e lets polxce sald e [STORE HOURS| FRIDAY AND SATU?IDIXI ?)lﬁhérjso 2‘42%8:§3HT McDonalds

= . - GARAPANEXPRESS: SUNDAY TO SATURDAY 6 AM TO 12 MIDNIGHT
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Guerrero begins DLNR ‘rehabilitation’

By Jojo Dass

Variety News Staff
ACTING Lands and Natural Re-
sources Secretary Bertha C. Leon
Guerrero yesterday said she is
asking her division directors to
submit a report on their office’s
stocks as part of moves to “reha-
bilitate’ the department.

The reports, said Guerrero, will
be forwarded to the Office of Pro-
curementand Supplies, whichhas
been asked to conduct an audit of
the department’s equipment, for
comparison.

“I want each of the directors to
provide me with a report on their

inventory and their conditions,”,
said Guerrero.

“Iam going to attach these (re-

ports) with my memorandum to
(Office of) Procurement (and Sup-
plies) and tell them, ‘Here’s what
they (directdrs) say, get a look on
your files and check,” she ex-
plained.

The process is supposed to de-
termine which among the
department’s equipment remain
accounted for and which needs
repair or are missing.

Guerrero, in an earlier inter-
view, has lamented that the
department’s staff has lost ac-
countability, a situation she at-
tributed to a string of officials that
handled the office in a mere act-
ing capacity since former DLNR
Secretary BenignoM. Sablan gave
his post up last year.

Bertha C. Leon Guerrero

In her bid to get the department
back in shape, Guerrero said she is
also asking for an audit of the staff
as well as of its financial state.

“We have been inquiring. There
is a lot of administrative things
right now that I am taking care
of,” said Guerrero.

DLNR insiders, requesting ano-
nymity, said Guerrero’s efforts
may yet end up in vain as having
been appointed in-an acting ca-
pacity herself, she may not stay
long enough to complete the
department’s rehabilitation.

“Before you knew it, an official
appointee could be in place and
with a different priority too,"” said
one observer.

Sources said - Guerrero was

“aghast” during her first few days
in the department upon learning
that “too many things are not in
order.”

Guerrero has said that she was
surprised to learn that the depart-
menthas no photocopier but how-
ever has office desks that stands
on hollow blocks, a newsletter
that runs articles weeks old, at
least three press relations staff, a
broken thermostat, and “so many
staff that are salaried but not physi-
cally present” at the office.

The department’s divisions in-
clude Fish and Wildlife headed
by acting Director Richard Seman;
Agriculture, Public Lands, Parks
and Grounds; and the Coastal
Resource Management.

Lower CPI may boost consumer confidence

By Aldwin R. Fajardo

Variety News Staff
LOWER consumer price index
may help boost consumer and
business confidence in the North-
ern Mariana Islands, the Central
Statistics Division said yesterday.

The Commonwealth’s CPI
dropped by 1.2 percent in 1997
from the 1996 level, according to
figures released by the commerce
department's statistics division.

Officials said the drop in the
“over-all CPI should come as good
news to the local business sector

Publlshers Workshops

since low inflation rates should
help increase consumer confi-
dence and business investment.

“Prices in the CNMI have lev-
elled off in the past few years, and
for the first time, we are even
seeing an actual drop in the prices
which should be an added incen-
tive for investment here in the
CNML,” the CSD said in a press
statement.

The 1997 CPI was the result of
the price survey of four quarters
for the five categories of food,
housing, transportation, apparel

HONIARA (Pacnews)—The Pacific Islands News Associa-
tion, PINA, is organising a workshop for newspaper publishers
from Melanesian countries to begin in the Solomon Islands

capital Honiara Monday.

Workshop coordinator and host John Lamani says publishers
from Papua New Guinea, Fiji, Vanuatu and Solomon Islands
newspapers will be attending the five-day meeting, SIBC re-

ported.

Lamani says currently there are only three financial members
of the regional news organisation from Solomon Islands.

And he has appealed to media organisations in the country to
pay their annual $US250 fee to enable them to participate in the

workshop.

V. New Business

C. Goals for 1938

VI Miscellaneous
A Board of Regents

PUBLIC NOTICE CORRECTION

Northern Marianas College
Board of Regents
Regular Meeting Agenda

Friday, January 30, 1998
Board of Regents Conference Room
As Terlaje Campus, Saipan (10:00 a.m.)

Pursuant to Public Law 841, Section II, Govemor Pedro P. Tenorio and LL Governor Jesus R. Sablan, through the
Northern Marianas College Board of Regents are hereby giving notice that a regular meeting of the Board of Regents
will be held on Friday, January 30, 1998, at 10:00 a.m. in the Board of Regents Conference Room, As Terlaje Campus,

Saipan.
I Opening Procedures
A Welcoming Remarks by Chair
B. Review/Approval of Agenda
C. Review/Approval of Minutes
1. Regular Meetings.
November 24, 1897
December 29, 1997
. Fiscal Committee’s Report
A. Financial Statement
. President’s Report
A Program Presentations
1. Nursing Program
2. Marine Technology
B. Student Enroliment
C.  Adling Posttions
D.  Accident Report
E. Trip Report
F Monthly Reponts
G. Travel Reports (Dec. 2-31, 1997)
Iv.  Oid Business
A Board Policy - Satety and Health
B. Class size

A. Proposal for Improving Security
B.  Audit Report for FY 93-94 - USDA

D. College Appraisal {As Terlaje Campus)

ALL INTERESTED PERSONS ARE WELCOME TOATTEND

and upkeep, and health and recre-
ation items.

The CSD cited three main rea-
sons behind the drop in the 1997
consumer price index, including
the increased competition among
local businesses.

“For example, the increase in
the number of car dealerships,
major wholesale/retail food dis-
tributors, shoe stores, oreventele-
communication providers have
helped pass on lower prices to the
consumer,” the CSD statement
added.

Commerce officials also men-
tioned ‘the low inflation rate in
mainland United States, at less
than three percent last year, where
CNMI import most of its prod-
ucts.

The currency devaluation in the
Pacific Rim countries, where
CNMI also import commodities,
have likewise contributed to the
proliferation of low-cost import
commodities.

The Northern Martanas’ CPI
calculations are based on the origi-
nal 1977 CNMI Consumer Ex-

penditure Survey, when atotal of
268 families where surveyed to
study their consumption habits
and patterns.

Based on this survey, 103 dif-
ferent items among food, hous-
ing, transportation, apparel and
upkeep, and health and recre-
ation were identified in 1977 as
the most essential consumption
items among the families in the
CNMIL.

The CSD has been collecting
the CPI on a regular quarterly
basis since 1988.

3 hurt in basketball court riot

By Ferdie de la Torre

Variety News Staff
THREE men were injured when
a group of teenagers in San An-
tonio attacked them while they
were playing basketball Friday
night.

The victims suffered bruises on
the different parts of the body,
police said.

Investigation showed that while
the victims and fellow members
of the MDX Radio Group were
playing basketball at San Anto-
nio court about eight male juve-
niles arrived.

The juveniles, who were al-
legedly under the influence of
alcohol, started harassing the
players.

The youths then started throw-
ing rocks and chased the players
with tangan-tangan sticks, trig-
gering ariot in the court.

The suspects smashed several
vehicles belonging to the players,
police said.

A witness said at least five po-
lice vehicles responded to the
melee, but failed to arrest any of
the attackers.

Sources said the same gang was
suspected to be responsible for
other clashes at the basketball
court and Afetnas Square area in
the past several months.

The juveniles, believed to be
drug users, have been implicated
inaseries of burglary and robbery
cases in San Antonio, the same
sources said.

San Antonioresidents appealed
to the police to monitor the move-
ment of these kids.

In other police report, a 28-
year-old man reported that an
unidentified man abducted him at
gunpointin GualoRaiand brought

him to Tanapag Beach before
dawn Saturday.

The victim said when he came
out of the Town and Country Res-
taurant and was about to leave the
area, the suspect suddenly went
inside his car.

The suspect poked the victim at
the side of his body with an object
believed to be a gun and ordered
the latter todrive towards Tanapag
Beach.

The suspect alighted the car at
the beach, asked the victimtostay
in the car, and threaiened to shoot
him if he would look back.

The driver, however, drove the
car to a nearby store and sought
police’s help.

- No arrest was made yet.

The suspect was described as
between 19 and 20 years old, dark
complexioned, sporting a base-
ball jersey and long pants.

PORTMORESBY (Pacnews)—
‘The Papua New Guinea govem-
ment has assured workers confrib-
uting to the Public Officers Super-
annuation Fundthatit will soonpay
outstanding housing advance mon-
ies to the fund.

Treasury and Corporate Af-
fairs Minister Iairo Lasaro says
arrangements have been made
under the 1998 budget to pay

PNG govn’t

to pay housing advance

out the state shares for members
wanting to buy or build their own
homes, NBC reported.

The government has already
paid out K26.6 million
($US15.5m) in 1995/96
oustanding monies for retired and
retrenched public servants and the
rest of the money will be paid out
from the 98 budget.

Lasaro says these monies have

waiting for this payment.

beenoutstanding for along time
because the government was
facing funding constraints.

Meanwhile, the superannua-
tion fund is appealing to mem-
bers to be patient while it sorts
out their “finish” money from
the funds just paid in by the
government.

About 24 000 members are

In Case of Emergency, Call 911

J

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-7

‘Gov’t policy on tourism needed’

By Laila C. Younis
Variety News Staff
A COMPREHENSIVE gov-
ernment policy is “urgently
needed” to guide all govern-
ment agencies and private
businesses in promoting the
CNMI as a tourist destination,
according to Marianas Visi-

. tors Bureau Managing Direc-

tor Anicia Q. Tomokane.

“We need a long-term com-
prehensive government policy
that will address all aspects of
the tourism industry from the
requirements of opening a
business to mandating a uni-
form  greeting,”  said
Tomokane.

“For example, all hotel em-
ployees could greet all guests
with ‘Hafa Adai.’

Where else in the world can
you hear that but here in the
CNMI? In the Philippines,
when you hear ‘Mabuhay,’ it
makes you feel right at home,”
she said.

“And businesses could be
mandated to have atleast some
form of tropical landscaping.
It will help to promote the is-
lands as a tropical destination

when you could see tropical
plants instead of just con-

crete,” she added.

Tomokane noted that that
government policy can also
address “language training,
quality of service, beauty and
samtatxon and promotlonal
messages”.

“Right now, everyone is
heading in different directions
with their version of promo-
tional activities. We need to
strengthen our image by hav-
ing a consistent policy,” said
Tomokane.

“By working together, both
private and public, we can
address all issues directly fac-
ing the tourism industry and
help promote the CNMI as a
tropical destination”, she said.

Tomokane also noted that
the government policy can
help determine “whether or
not the CNMI should join pro-
motional efforts with Guam".

Tomokane also stressed that
the policy “can set the tone”
and “avoid wasted time and
effort when goals and objec-
tives clash between agencies”.

“We are waiting for some
form of direction from the
government and we would like
to see the key players in the
tourism industry get in-

volved,” said Tomokane.

“We cannot do it alone. We
need everyone’s help. We are
concerned about an imperfect
infrastructure, streets without
names forsafety and security
or about dive spots not being
maintained but we can’t do it
all,” she said.

“We are inviting people to
the CNMI and we have to work
together to ‘clean house’ be-
fore. our guests arrive. It is
our responsibility together,”
she noted.

“We need to team up the
government and the private
sector with a policy to best
serve the image of a tropical
destination,” she said.

MVB held an “1998 I&S
Promotions Overview” at
Hyatt Regency last Friday
which hosted government of-
ficials and MVB membership.

"

Gov. Pedro P. Tenorio, Lt Gov. Jesus R. Sablan and MVB Managing Director Anicia Q. Tomokane with Kart
racers and staff members during the opening ceremonies for the 3rd Annual Marlboro Kart Championship
at the Marianas Resort Seaside and Circuit.” Photo by A.E. Younis

P.O.
San Roque (670) 323-1010/1011 » Tinian (670) 433-3258/3261 * Rota (670) 532-0340/41

And next year’s holiday will be brighter with Bank of Guam’s
Christmas Club program! As a member of our $250, $500 or
$1000, as well as our “Customer Select Coupon” Christmas
Club, you’ll have the cash you need next Christmas to shower
your loved ones with gifts and merriment!

Becoming a member is easy, just visit a Bank of Guam branch
location and we’ll help you start saving for next year’s holiday
merriment.

Bank of Guam

The Local Bank. The People’s Bank.
Member FDIC
Box 678 Saipan, MP 96950 * Garapan (670) 233-5000/5001 « Susupe (670) 234-6801/6468
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Sonia. . .

Continued from page 2

neighboring Sri Lanka.

Sonia Gandhi’s overture to
Sikhs came a day after Congress
apologized fora 1992 mosque demo-
lition that is blamed on a Hindu na-
tionalist party. Congress also an-
.nouncedithadrefusedtoallow one of
its leaders, P.V. Narasimha Rao, to
runin upcoming parliamentary elec-
tions because as prime minister in
1992 he had been unable to stop the
violence.

The mosque’s destruction set
off Hindu-Muslim violence that
killed hundreds nationwide.

Congress argues that religious ten-
sion in predominately Hindu India
can only be contained if the govern-
ment refuses to favor any religion.
The stance contrasts sharply with that
of itsmainrival, the Hindunationalist
Bharatiya Janata Party.

Bharatiya Janata is expected to
dowellinparliamentary elections
next month. Congress is strug-
gling to repair strained ties with
Muslims and Sikhs, put corrup-
tion scandals behind it, and shake
off the perception it has lost touch
with ordinary Indians.

In the last general election two
years ago, Congress suffered its
worst ever electoral defeat. Lead-
ing up to that vote, it had gov-
emned India for 45 years.

In recent weeks, Sonia Gandhi
has broken her seclusion to cam-
paign for the party. She is not
running for office herself.

Override. . .

Continued from page 1

fect, been nullified.

If the 1ith Legislature suc-
ceeded in the override move, it
would consequently become the
author of the pay hike law, the
analyst said.

“It is the final act that makes the
law. If the 11th Legislature over-
rode the veto, then it is in effect

the 11th Legislature that is pass-
ing that law,” the source told.the
Variety.

The analyst also wondered why
legislators wishto give themselves
salary increases when the
Legislature’s budget for 1998 had
been doubled.

“Withahigherbudget, they will
have enough money to hire more
people, buy more equipment, and
spend for their trips. Why do they

need personal salary increases?” -

the source satd.

The source added that the pay
hike bill would cost the. govern-
ment about $300,000, which is
not appropriated in the current
budget.

“It will have to be repro-

. grammed. The bill didn’t say

where to get the money for the
increase,” the source said.
Another possible legal issue

involves the question about the
authority of the 11th Legislature
to override the veto of a former
£overnor.

Under the Constitution, the
Legislature has 60 days from the
date of the veto to override it.

The Constitution, however,
does not address the question as
to whether or not the new Legis-
lature can override the veto of a
former governor.
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- This section, Around the Islands covers community

stories, local events, and cuftural activities. Should you

have a story you would like to share, or an event that
needslobeooveted comactLaﬂaat234—6341

PIA. ..

Continued from page 1

PIA.

PIA operates Cessna, Piper,
Shorts and, previously, the
Embraer model.

Some of the violations cited by
the FAA were:

« The installation of NAPA auto-
motive parts on an aircraft.

* Cases of operating aircraft with
flight controls and structures in “un-
airworthy” condition during passen-
ger flights.

» Cases of operating aircraft with
engines in *“un-airworthy” condition
during passenger flights.

+ Cases of operating aircraft with
cracked, broken, or missing parts
during passenger flights,

“The penalties were assessed
against PIA with the often repeated
staternent by the FA A that PIA failed
to exercise the degree of care, judg-
ment and responsibility required of
the holder of an air carrier certificate
and a repair station certificate,” the
documents poirited out.

Governor. ..

Continued from page 1

emnmentemployees alone will cost
$12 million to $13 million a year,
and an additional $3 million or $4
million for the succeeding years.

“If we have no sources of rev-
enues I don’t know how we'll be
able to do it, and that’s why I'm
asking for the understanding and
cooperation of the people,” he
said.

“Thope they realize we’re inno
position now to continue spend-
ing public funds.”

But Tenorio added that he will
not ask forarepeal of the pay hiké
law, saying that government em-
ployees are entitled to it.

The law, he said, states that its
effectivity is subject to the avail-
ability of funds.

“If there’s no funds, I hope
they’ll understand,” Tenorio said,
adding that he would “like to see
that every government employee
continues to be employed.”

Tenorio likewise appealed to

PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM

P.O. Box'1370
Saipan, MP 96950

AMENDED VACANCY ANNOUNCEMENT

OPENING DATE:
CLOSING DATE:

POSITION/TITLE:
SALARY:
LOCATION:

SELECTION CRITERIA:

SUPERVISION:

ALIFICATION RE

TO:

BOARD OF EDUCATION

EXAMINATION ANNOUNCEMENT NO.: BOE-001-98A. This Announcement takes

Brecedence over all previously issued vacancy announcements for this position.
revious announcements should therefore be disregarded.

January 19, 1998

All Appli ication must be filed at the Board of Education- Offlce by

February 28, 1998 at 4:30 P.M.

Superintendent/Commissioner of Education
$70,000, plus benefits
Nauru Buudmg, Saipan (BOE)

DUTIES AND RE§P8N§IBILITIE§:
The Superintendent/Commissioner is the Chief Executive Officer of the Public School

System and is responsible for all of its operations and activities.

The five elected members of the Board will each use their own non-discriminatory criteria
in deciding which candidate they believe will best be able to handle the responsibilities of
this highly demanding position.

The Superintendent/Commissioner answers to the CNMI's elected Board of Education
and serves at their pleasure.

IREMENTS:
Applicants must possess at least a Master’s degree in some field of education and at
least five years experience in teaching or five years experience in education administration.
All candidates must have demonstrated excellence in management and leadership.

ALL APPLICANTS MUST COMPLETELY FILL OUT A BOARD OF EDUCATION
APPLICATION FORM. INTERESTED APPLICANTS MAY OBTAIN APPLICATION
FORMS AT THE BOARD OF EDUCATION OFFICE LOCATED ON THE FOURTH
FLOOR OF THE NAURU BUILDING. COMPLETED APPLICATION FORMS AND/OR
ANY INQUIRIES RELATED TO THIS APPOINTMENT SHOULD BE FORWARDED

CNMI Board of Education, P.O. Box 1370 CK, Saipan, MP 96950
Phone: (670) 664-3711, Fax: (670) 664- 3717 Email: Sean.Frink@Saipan.com

The CNMI Board of Education and Public School System are equal opportunity employers. Selection or nan-selection for
thi$ position will not be based in any way upona person’s sex, sexual orientation, race, color, religion, national, origin,
age, disability, or in retaliation for a person’s lawful exercise of such rights.

government vendors and suppli-
ers to give the government “a
little more time” to pay its debts.

Citing the “financial uncer-
tamty”confronnng the CNMI, the
new govemor earlier .issued a
memorandum restricting govern-
ment paid off-island travel and

contracts or personnel actionsover

$5,000.

The restrictions will be enforced
during the next 60-days.

In signing the memo, Tenorio
said once governmient’s financial
status is better known, the restric-
tions may be lifted.

CNMI...

Continued from page 1

mum wage), we also need the
help of federal agencies in these
areas.”

He said there will be no repeat
of the 902 talks initiated by the
previous administration in which
both sides took a stance “and no-
body gave in.”

The interests of the CNMI
people, however, will not be com-
promised, he said. -

In arguing for local control,
Sablan said the CNMI panel will
discuss the ripple effects of a fed-
eral takeoverto the local economy
and to the United States itself,

“We will tell the federal gov-
ernment not to open old wounds
again, and that we go forward
instead,” Sablan said.

“We (committed) mistakes, but
now we'll work to solve it to-
gether with the federal govern-
ment.

“We’ll do our best to become
mature citizens who take respon-
sibility (for their actions),” he said.

Still, Sablan added, the Cov-
enant granted the islands a certain
amount of self-government.

Hecalled the Covenantaunique
political document, saying that its
“uniqueness” should not be
changed.

[The Covenant, which governs
relations between the Common-
wealth and federal governments,
made the Northern Marianas part
of the United States. Its Section

902 calls for discussions between
the two governments on issues
affecting their relationship.]

Meanwhile, Gov. Pedro P.
Tenorio is still considering the
names of those who will join the
lieutenant governorinthe CNMI’s
902 panel, Sablan said.

“We want to keep the team a
manageable one, but it has to be
representative of the people,” he
added.

The business sector will be rep-*
resented as well as both houses of
the Legislature, Sablan said,

With the exception of Froilan
C. Tenorio, CNMI governors usu-
ally appoint their lieutenant gov-
emor as head of the Common-
wealth panel.

This was the case in the 1980s
during incumbent Governor
Tenorio’s first two terms in office
whenthe first 902 talks were held,
and in the early 1990s during the
administration of Lorenzo I. DL
Guerrero.

For his part, then governor
Tenorio -named his key aide
Brenda Y. Tenorio—who also
served in the staff of the CNMI
panel in the 1980s—and lawyer
Vicente Salas to the discussions,

Butafter President Clinton rec-
ommended the extension of fed-
eral immigration and minimum
wage laws to the islands, Tenorio
suspended the talks last June.

Under discussion then were the
possibility of denying U.S. citi-
zenship to children born in the
CNMI to alien parents, and the
equally contentious issue of the
CNMTI'’s off-shore boundary.

WHO . ..

Continued from page 3

tional regulatory systems as anessen-
tial starting point to prevent
counterfeting, including licensing of
productsand manufacturingsites, and
inspection,

The WHO is also planning to es- -

tablish an international network of
relevant technical and operational
drug regulatory officers.

Itis also recommending the devel-
opment of closer national collabora-
tion between the drug regulatory au-
thority and customs, police, profes-
sional organizations, pharmaceutical
industries and other related institu-
tions.

4 cops. ..

Continued from page 3
The Attomey General’sOffice said

theofficers“‘mauled” Eugenioshortly

after they arrested him at a residence
in Dandan.

Eugenio was limping and bruises
on his face, arms and legs were evi-
dent when he appeared for a bail
hearing last month.

The 20-year-old Eugenio was
charged with two other persons for
breaking into Wendy's Restaurant in
Garapan last Nov. 29. Police Officer
Jose Borja Cepeda was seriously in-
Jured when Eugenioallegedly struck
him with a crowbar during the inci-
dent.

Literacy is CAREER and CAREER FREEDOM.

NMHC announces loan
programs for veterans

THE Northern Marianas Hous-
ing Corp. (NMHC) has an-
nounced the availability of a fed-
eral loan program for American
veterans.

The program, known as the

Native American Veteran Hous-

ing Loan Program enacted by the

‘US Congress in 1992, is aimed at

providing Native American vet-
erans funds to enable them to re-
turn to their homelands and ac-
quire a decent family home.

The prograim was originally set
to expire on September 30, 1997
but has been extended until De-
cember 31, 2001.

In enacting this law, the US

Congress was especially con-

cerned with the plight of Native
American veterans who eam in-
comes lower than the non-native
American veterans.

The program is also open to
Pacific Island veterans, such as
those who are of Northern

Marianas descent.

Veterans who are of Northern
Marianas descent may apply for
loans under the Native American
Veterans  Housing Loan Pro-
gram at NMHC’s office on Saipan.

NMHC noted that several vet-
erans on Saipan have misunder-
stood the nature of the program,
and have challenged NMHC'’s
inability to process loan applica-
tions under the program for veter-

Continued on page 19

RP workers
get treat
from actor

By Aldwin R. Fajardo
Variely News Staff
PHILIPPINE movie heartthrob

" AgaMuhlach wowed the Filipino

community on Saipan in a two-
night concert at the Hyatt Re-
gency Hotel during the weekend.

Filling up the Gilligan’s 500-
seating capacity during his two-
night gig, Muhlach, who isamong
the prettiest faces in the Philip-
pines’ show business, belted out
nine English songs.

On his first visit to the Northem
Marianas, Muhlach was surprised
to see several thousands of Filipi-
nos on the island, blurting out that
he thought he would be in for a
very different environment.

“It’s just like the Philippines. 1
just want my countrymen here to
work, work, work for their family
and for our country,” he said in a
press conference before the show.

Mubhlach is on a three-day visit

to the island, which he was ex-
pecting to be filled with a lot of
water-sports activities. The actor
used to_date former Miss Uni-
verse Dayanara Torres, who re-
ports claimed, did not renew her

Aga Muhlach

work permit in the Philippines.

The pretty-faced actor claims
he is unattached and would prob-
ably prioritize his career over his
lovelife. “When it comes, it
comes,” he quipped.

m7pm'

”,322-9982 or 3229983,

indigenous plants.

‘organic matter into the soil.

. Kagman Nursery.

Tow” at6pm

to Aprll 18,

~ Announcement
Art exhibit

THE Commonwealth Council for Arts and Culture announces its
Second Annual Photography Exhibit which will open on February
13 and will run until February 27.

The exhibit will feature work by phofographers in the CNMIL
- Opening receptlon for the exhxblt will be on February 13, from 5

“Any mdnwduals who would like to submit their work may contact
the Arts Council for registration forms.

- Lastday of submission will-be on February 9 at 4: 30 p.m.

* For more information, call Angel Hocog or Tina Wabol Foster at

- X-mas tree trade

THE Chnstmas Tree trade is still on going. Interested parties still
- have eight ‘more days to. trade their old Christmas tree for two

- The Departmem of Lands and Natural Resourceis urging every-
' one o trade i in their Christmas tree before January 30.

.. Program coordinators Stan Villagomez and Vic Deleon Guerrero
,‘saxd the trees will be chipped and used for mulching to incorporate

The wood chips will be used for the plants being grown at the

For more 1nfom1atxoh call Stan or Vicat 256-3184.

'PTA meeting

THB Hopwood Jumor ngh School PTA will be meetmg tomor-

_The meeting. will be at the school cafetrxa
For questmns call 234-8950 extension 2929

Postponed

THE stter Remedlos Early Childhood Development Center has
. postponed the date of the Royal Court Coronanon from February 14

Economlst clarifies outlook

LOCAL. economist Edward
Stephens Jr. said he was mis-
quoted in an article published
yesterday (“CNMI can’t do
without tourism™).

“I conveyed tc the Variety
that tourism and garments are
important parts of the CNMI
economy, and that both sec-
tors will feel the effects of
global economic conditions,
including currency devalua-
tions in certain regions,”
Stephens said, adding he never
said that the Commonwealth
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should “enrich” the garment
industry.

*“That kind of misquote im-
plies I'm perhaps calling for
some kind of subsidy. Al-
though I’m a specialist in the
tourism market, I do not offer
any suggestions about the gar-
ment industry,” he said.

Stephens also said the
article’s prediction of a tre-
mendous growth in automo-
bile repair shops and parts
stores is the reporter’s opin-
ion and not his.
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To fix economic woes

Marshalls eyes grassroots solution

Philippines President Fidel Ramos, left, admires a gold-plated Indonesian-made assault rifle presented
to him by visiting Indonesian Research and Technology Minister B.J. Habibie during the latter’s courtesy
call at Malacanang Palace in Manila Friday. ap
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NORTHERN MARIANAS
HOUSING CORPORATION

REQUEST FOR STATEMENT OF QUALIFICATIONS _

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

The Northern Marianas Housing Corporation (NMHC), a public corporation under the Government of the Commonwealth
of the Northern Mariana Islands, is requesting Statement of Qualifications (RFQ) from Architectural/Engineering
consulting firms for the planning. design and construction management of its various projects through the islands of
Saipan. Tinian and Rota.

Interested firms are asked to submit detailed statements of their qualifications which should, at a minimum contain the
following:

L. Listof projects completed. Consulting firm needs to identify extent of involvement with the project listed.

o

Number of personnel and their respective position titles or capacity within the organization. Also include
current license/registration of staff members.

3. Short history of the firm indicating overall performance. The NMHC considers it critical that firms be firmly
established in the Commonwealth to take full advantage of its desire to fully participate in all aspects of its
projects.

While 254 und 235 forms may be used to document the firm’s Statement of Qualifications, NMHC expects a more in-
depth narration of the firm’s background and qualifications.

The RFQ is to be submitted to the NMHC Office no later than 2:30 p.m., Friday, February 20, 1998 at which time
NMHC will meet to evaluate each fimm's submission of its qualifications. Firms are advised that they may be called for
interview as part of the evaluation process at the discretion of the Corporate Director. Firms are also advised that NMHC
may select only firm or several firms to participate in various projects which are expected to be accomplished over
several years.

The following list while not all exclusive, presents the extent of projects the RFQ must address:
* Multipurpose Recreational Facility at the Northern Marianas College - to perform construction management;
+  Low-Cost House Plans - to develop several complete A/E plans for a 2-, 3-, 4- and 5-bedroom houses; and,

+  Kagman Community Center - to develop planning, complete A/E and construction management for acommunity
center in Kagman, Saipan.

This request for Statement of Qualifications constitutes the scope of work. Thus, the Statement of Qualifications must be
general, but at the same time, be specific enough to include projects relating to the planning, design and construction
management of projects in the Commonwealth. Al RFQ’s shall become the sole property of the NMHC.

/S’MARYLOU S. ADA
Corporate Director

By Giff Johnson

For the Variety
MAJURO-A National Economic
and Social Summit inthe Marshall
Islands galvanized public opin-
ion, releasing a wave of pent-up
anger about government policies
that served as a kick-off for in-
creasing community participation
in and econtroi of decision making
in this north Pacific nation, say
participants in the just concluded
grassroots conference.

Numerous people expressed
satisfaction with the openness of
the discussions and the dozens of
recommendations that resulted
from the discussions that brought
together 150islanders from every
walk of life to grapple with what
to do about the impending eco-
nomic crisis.

The government-sponsored
Summit was funded by the United
Nations Development Program.

Businessman Ramsey Reimers,
a long time government critic,
who moderated the Summit’s
“business environment” working
group, said that the importance of
the Summit is that while there
was criticism of the government,
there was an understanding that a
solution has to be developed. That
was what was good about the
Summit. There was a solid com-
mitment to do something.”

Reimers added that while some
people may feel nothing will hap-
pen as a result of the five day
Summit, he believes differently.
“This is a totally different situa-
tion,” he said. The Summit, he
said, was required by the over-
seas donors. “The donors are
saying, listen to the people or we
won’'t give you money.”

Butuntil this week’s grassroots
Summit, there has been little pub-

lic participation in government
decision making since constitu-
tional government was established
20 years ago.

Assumption High School Prin-
cipal Marie Maddison, a former
permanentsecretary of health and

education, said the fact that the.

Summit included many long time
critics of the government was a
first for the country.

“And the people have spoken,”
is the way Marshall Islands Visi-
tors Authority general manager
Ben Graham described the Sum-
mit. “We’ve taken the first of two
steps, by gathering everyone in a
democratic process so they could
state their opinions. Now the ques-
tion is will the leaders take the
recommendations and implement
them?”

The Summit adopted dozens of
proposals for action to address
the ailing economy, declining
health and education standards,
and promotion of tourism, fisher-
ies and agriculture.

Among the proposals is for the-

government to adopt a code of
ethics for government officials
and for allowances of elected lead-
ers to be cut to fund deficits in
education and health.

Graham added that the summit
didnltreally bring up new issues.
“Most of the recommendations
are not radically different from
what people know should be
done,” he said.

“But for the first time it1s been
formalized, it1sinblack and white
on paper.”

Maddison said that participants
in the Summit agreed that the
“people at the top (of govern-
ment) havebeenholdingtoomuch
power and thatls been the major
problem all along.”

Foreign secretary
quits his post

By Giff Johnson

For the Variety
MAJURO-Marshall Islands For-
eign Secretary Robert Muller has
resigned from the public service,
effective at the end of January.

Interwewed Wednesday (Jan.
21) as 'he was “tying up loose
ends” at the Foreign Ministry,
Muller said he had originally
planned to resign as of January 1
but was requested to extend
through the end of January, and
has.

Muller is the highest ranking
public servant to leave the em-
ploy of the Marshall Islands gov-
ernment and strike out into the
private sector.

His resignation comes as the
Marshalls government is facing
animpending economic crisis and
is mid-way through an Asian De-
velopment Bank-backed eco-
nomic reform program that is lay-
ing off several hundred govern-
ment workers,

Muller said that after working
forthe government for about seven
years, he had lost the motivation

to work in the public sector and
decided to resign to pursue op-
portunities in the private sector.
“I wanted to start the new year
with a new career,” he said.

Muller has been secretary of
Foreign Affairs for over a year.
Prior to that he worked for the
Ministry of Resources and De-
velopment for about four and a
half years, mostly in the post of
permanent secretary of the minis-
try.

“When I came back from
school, I had intended to give
two-to-three years to government
service,” he said. *“I've done
seven, and now I want to pursue
personal intérests in the private
sector.”

Muller said that he didn1t have
any specific plans at this time,
though he was looking at a num-
berof possibilities, including pos-
sibly completing his graduate
studies.

Russell Edwards has been act-
ing Foreign Secretary since Muller
went on leave late last year and
then turned in his resignation.
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=== The Pacific

Continental cutback worries Marshalls

By Giff Johnson

For the Variety
MAJURO-Continental Micronesia
may soon be cutting one of three
weekly flights to and from the
Marshall Islands, a possibility that
could hurt a growing scuba dive
operation at Bikini Atoll and is
worrying the business commu-
nity in Majuro.

The possible reduction in Con-
tinental flights from the current
three was discussed at Thursday 1s
Chamber of Commerce meeting
in Majuro, as local businessmen
reported unofficial news from local
airline officials about the impending
cutback in Continental service, the
only carrierconnecting the Marshalls
with Guam and Honolulu.

Local businesses, particularly those
involved in tourist-related activities,
expressed great concern about the
impact of fewer flights servicing the
Marshall Islands.

Continental station manager John
Hawley said in a separate interview
thatthe reduction*‘isnotdefinite yet.”
He said, however,.that a top Conti-
nental official from Guam will be
arrivinginMajuroin the next week to
discuss a variety of airline issues with
political and businessleaders. Conti-
nentalofficialsfromGuamhavebeen
holding similar meetings with politi-

cal and business leaders in Palau and”

the Federated States of Micronesia
this month, Hawley said.

Continental Micronesia has pro-
posed the reductiontostarton April 1,
according to reports. Hawley did
note, while not confirming a cut-
back in the island-hopper service
which links Honolulu with
Majuro, Kwajalein, Pohnpei,
Kosrae, Chuuk and Guam, that
Continental Micronesia has al-
ready started pulling out of anum-
ber of Asian destinations, includ-
ing Seoul, S. Korea, and is look-
ing at dropping Taipei, Taiwan
from its schedule also. It has also
trimmed air service into Saipan,
he said.

During the early 1990s, Conti-
nental provided four weekly
flights to and from Majuro. That
was reduced to three in 1995 when
Air Marshall Islands was providing
the first ever competition with Conti-
nentalonthe Honolulu-Majuroroute.
Heavy losses forced Air Marshall
Islands to cancel its jet service to
Honolulu in early 1996.

Outrigger Marshall Islands Resort
general manager Laverne Salvador
said that the hotel1s marketing strat-
egy for 1998 is based on an antici-
pated three-to-four percent growth in
visitor amrivals and no further loss of
seats to Guamand Hawaii. “The loss
of any seats is going to be detrimental

Permanent ceasefire
in Boug'ville looms

CANBERRA (Pacnews)—Peace
talks between the government of
Papua New Guinea and representa-
tives of the Bougainville factions
are expected to end today with
hopes of a permanent ceasefire
and reconstruction of services on
the troubled island.

The talks are being held at Lin-
ccoln University in Christchurch,

New Zealand, and are scheduled
to end this afternoon with a clos-
ing ceremony.

The meeting is being held be-
hind closed doors and officials
were commenting Thursday on
progress at the talks.

The talks are being chaired by
Solomon Islands Prime Minister
Bartholomew Ulufa’alu.

Samoa takes action to
prevent dengue entry

APIA (Pacnews)—Samoa has be-
come the fourth regional country to
take measures against dengue fever
after the outbreak of the virus in Fiji.

Earlier, healthauthorities in Tonga,
Vanuatu and Solomon Islands an-
nounced they were acting to pre-
vent the virus spreading to their
countries.

Samoa’s national radio, 2AP, re-
portsthat the Health Department will
setup facilitie$ at the National Hospi-

tal with the help of the South Pacific
Commission to test for dengue virus.

The departrment has also started a
Spraying campaign against mosqui-
toes in the capital Apia.

Health authorities are appealing to
the public to keep their surroundings
cleananddestroy possible mmosquito
breeding places.

Meanwhile, in Vanuatu, officials
have began spraying against mosqui-
toes in Port Vila and Luganville.

43 Fiji policemen
return from Croatia

SUVA (Pacnews)—About 43 Fiji
police officersarrived at Nadi Airport
Thursday night after 10 months of
peacekeeping duty in Croatia.

Police Commissioner Isikia Savua
and Divisional Police Commander
Westemn Senior SuperintendentIndar
Prasad welcomedthe officersinNadi,
The Fiji Times reported.

Savuasaidthe United Nations had
asked that 15 police officers extend
their terms and rewrn in April.

He said 8 of the 15 would be sta-
tioned in Croatia while seven would
be deployed in Bosnia.

The officers have been praised by
the United Nations for their contribu-
tion to law and order in Croatia.

to achieving our marketing goals,”
she said.
Thereductioninflightservicecould
directly impact the growing scuba
dive business at Bikini Atoll, now
about to open its third season for
diving. A Rodale Press reader
poll featured on its web page this

at #X Younis Art Studio, Inc., in Garapan.
Telephone Nos. 234-6341 ¥ 234-7578 ¥
234-9797 ¥ 234-9272 or Fax No. 234-9271.

week lists Bikini as the second
most dreamed aboutdive destina-
tion, behind only Australials
Great Barrier Reef. Local offi-
cials confirm the overseas inter-
est in the dozens of World War II
battle ships onBikini Islagoonfloor.

“We have people pre-booked to

ics.

System.

VINYL SIGNS: Forindoor/outdoor with col-
ors, style and quality, on wood, glass, metal,
plastic cloth and walls, designed in computer
graphics, artistically drafted, composed with
a lot of talent and knowledge, is now avail-
able at Younis Art Studio, Inc.

VINYL BANNERS: On cloth and plastic
materials, from 1-5 feet wide and length from
3 feet to 50 or 75 feet and more, with any
color, letters size and.style and rich graph-

DIGITAL PRINT: Signs for inside markets/

stores/shaps in full colors with print of the
B goods/merchandise on plastic sheets/
boards or on transparencies on special pa-
per or cloth for ceiling hang for display or
above shelves, counters and merchandise
stands, can easily be produced by the tal-
¥ ented and capable sign makers at YAS Sign

| Full color digital print for back light in shops
window or special display in the outdoor,
§ such as food items, drinks cosmetics, per-
B fumes, jewelry and many more.

Vinyl signs are durable, colorful and guar-

anteed to last for five to seven years in all

&8 Weather conditions and stands heat tem-
@l perature 40-180 degrees Fahrenheit.

Bikini through 1999,” said chief ex-
ecutiveofficerRamseyReimers. The
Bikini visits are based on a Wednes-
day night departure back to Hono-
lulu, the flight that Continental is
apparently considering cutting off.
“It could throw a wrench into the
program,” Reimers added.

—

Also hand painted signs and banners, artis- |
tically designed and colored on any mate- :
rial surface of all sizes.
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'HONG KONG (AP) - AHong
Kong newspaper facing gov-
emment legal action for con-
tempt of court is also embroiled
in a controversy over a massive
donation to the British Conser-
vative Party.

The government said Satur-
day it would seek permission to
prosecute senior officials of the
Oriental Daily News for order-
ing 24-hour surveillance of a
judge who had ruled against the
daily in a case against a rival
newspaper.

Early last week, the Oriental
Daily News, Hong Kong s raci-
est and most popular Chinese-
language paper, published
lengthy accounts of a 1.6 mil-
lion pound (about U.S.
$600,000) donation its own
chairman had made to the Con-
servatives in 1994, while they
were still in power.

The Oriental group was
founded by Ma Sik-chun, who
jumped bail in 1978 and fled to

gated for drug trafficking.

not say what the affair was..

sent last April by Ma’s son, Ma
Ching-kwan, to the then Tory
party  chairman  Brian
Malwhinny, demanding the
money back because there was
“no satisfactory outcome to the
explicitexpectations of my fam-
ily.”

It published areply by former

Taiwan after-he was investi-- -

~The paper alleged that Ma
and his family gave the money -
to the Tories in exchange for -
help on “a family affair.” It did

The paperalsoprinted a letter -

HRK newspaper 111
co*ntroversy over
alleged donatlons

, Conservatwe Party S deputy

chairman Michael Trend, say-

ing that Malwhinny was toobusy
.with British election acnvmes
. to handle the matter.
Conservative leader William
Hague last week refused to dis-'
cuss specifically. the alleged-

donation by Ma, but pledged to
return any funds given to his
party from illegal sources.

The paper said in its editorial
“ Kung Fu Tea” column last
Wednesday that the revelations
on the donations were only the

“tip of an xccberg and prom-

ised more “shocking revela-
tions” about the Conservatives.
RobinCook, Britain’s foreign

secretary and a senior. Labor
Party politician, said during his
visit to Hong Kong last week -
that it was improper for British-
pohtxcal parues to receive do-
nations from “‘a fugmve from :

justice in Taiwan.”

Raﬁmﬁxmmumﬁremoney o
‘Ma’s: family, the Conservatives:
woulduselt“n)ﬁmdsomofﬂaeg
- many voiuntary drugs projects go-
ing on in Britain seeking o help“f

young people,” he said.

- The paper is often caught in-
controversxes overxts s/ensaﬁon- :

alist contents:

Its entanglement with’ the ’

government over contempt of
court charges started after a ti-
val paper, the Apple Daily, re-
produced anexclusive photothe
Oriental Daily had takenof preg-
nant pop star Faye Wong. The
singer is one of Hong Kong’s
biggest stars and her pregnancy

was major gossip-columnnews. :

hearing.

project.

PETER J. BARLAS
Acting Director

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

The Coastal Resources Management Program (CRMP) will
be holding a public hearing regarding Coastal Permit
Application No. SMS-98-X-03 submitted by PAC-10
Enterprises on behalf of Pacifica Insurance Underwriters,
Inc. for the construction of the Pacifica Insurance
Underwriters, Inc. 7-storey Commercial Building which
includes: office spaces for rent, two (2) luxury penthouses,
parking stalls and other project infrastructure. The project
will be located on private property Tract no. 21965-5 in
Chalan Laulau, along Chalan Pale Arnold Road, Saipan.

The public hearing is scheduled for Thursday, January
29, 1998 at 6:30 pm at the Oleai Elementary School
Cafeteria. This is the second and final notice of this public

The public is invited to attend and to submit written
comments and/or to make oral comments regarding this
project. All written and oral comments received will be
made a part of the permit application record, and will be
considered in any decision made concerning the proposed

Please contact Coastal Resources Management at 234-
6623/7320 or 3907 if you have any questions or require
further information regarding this project.

Coastal Resources Management

Army-Muslim rebel clash
1mper11s peace talks in RP

COTABATO, Philippines (AP)
- Army troops clashed with Mus-
lim rebels in the southern Philip-
pines on Sunday in fighting that
killed at least four people and
endangered peace talks between
the government and the rebels.

The military said the clashes in
Datu Piang, a marshy town in
Maguindanao province, killed an
army officer and three rebels of
the separatist Moro Islamic Lib-
eration Front.

Military officials said therebels
first ambushed army soldiers on
their way to assist farmers who
complained they were being ha-

rassed by MILF rebels in three
Datu Piang villages. Two soldiers
were injured in the attack.

Military reinforcement, backed
by two fighterplanes, later shelled
MILF-controlled areas near the
ambushssite, leaving at least three
rebels dead, said Army Maj.
Aurelio Punzalan.

The military reported the fight-
ing waned before darkness fell
but many villagers continued to
hear sporadic shelling and rifle
grenade blasts, prompting about
30 families to flee their homes,
local officials said.

Last Tuesday, at least 15 MILF

rebels were killed when soldiers
shelled rebel positions in a sepa-
rate clash in the village of Buldon,
also in Maguindanao. The MILF
maintains its headquarters in the
province, about 860 kilometers
(535 miles) south of Manila.

In both encounters, both sides
accused each other of starting the
clash that violated a six-month-
old cease-fire agreement.

The MILF is the largest of two
Muslim rebel groups still fighting
the government after the main
rebel group, the -Moro National
Liberation Front, signed a peace
accord in 1996.

Vote-buying, violence in
Taiwan a political setback

TAIPE], Taiwan (AP) - Vote buy-
ing and gangster-directed violence
marred Saturday’s local elections,
setting back efforts to clean up
Taiwan’spolitical culture, politicians
and scholars said Sunday.

The ruling Nationalist Party re-
tained its traditional strength at
the local level, netting 598, or 67
percent, of the 890seats contested
in city and county councils.

The Nationalists held 68 per-
centof those seats before theelec-
tion. They also won 259, or 81
percent,of the 319 township chief
and city mayor posts, down from
83 percent previously.

But allegations of wide-spread
vote buying, especially in rural
areas, circulated throughout the
hotly-contested campaign period,
with claims that up to 5,000 Tai-
wan dollars (U.S. dirs 156) were
being offered forindividual votes.

“We need to once again think
seriously about very severe prob-

lems withelectoral fraud and vio-
lence,” said Liu Yi-chun, a re-
searcher with the state-funded
Academia Sinica.

. “There was an extremely strong
gangsterelementtotheelections. This
is the great misfortune and tragedy of
Taiwanese politics,” said Chen Shui-
bian, mayor of Taipei and the Demo-
cratic Progressive Party’s most influ-
ential politician.

The DPP made minor gains by
capturing 113 council seats, up from
80. But it won only 29 mayoral and
township chief posts, a loss of one.

The Taiwan High Court said
Saturday that 477 cases of vote-
buying and 15 cases of election-
related intimidation, fire attacks
and kidnappings were reported
during the campaign period.

Justice Minister Liao Cheng-
hap said before the election that a
third of serving council members
and local leaders were linked to
organized crime. Liao predicted

that proportion could rise to two-
thirds after the polls.

Among election winners was
Hsiao Teng-piao, former speaker
of the Chiayi county council, who
wasarrested in an organized crime
sweep last year but escaped and
remains at large.

Hsiao’s 17-year old son ac-
cepted victory on his father’s be-
half. Hsiao’s vote share topped
all other council candidates in the
county.

Taiwan launched a crackdown
on vote buying and electoral vio-
lence four years ago, charging
hundreds of council members with
fraud and bribe taking. But local
political machines remain ex-
tremely influential at the lower
levels of government.

Saturday’s elections attracted
a record-high 2,795 candidates,
partly because of structural
changes that will give local gov-
ernments greater powers.

South Korea. ar

Rrot pollce officers confront antl-Japan protesters dur/ng
fisheries treaty near the Japanese Embassy in Seoul Mo
South Korea last Friday after talks to extend the pact sta

therr ra/ly denouncrng Japan for scrapping an old
nday. Japan pulled out of a 1965 fishing treaty with
lled and the decision triggered an angry reaction in

Russian health statistics

*CARDIOVASCULAR discase
death rate for Russianmen 5to 6
times higher than in West, Health
Ministry says. Among men ages
45-74, mortality rate is 1,343 per
100,000, compared to 330 in
France, 453 in Italy.

*Russian population of about
147 million shrank by estimated
475,000 m 1996, State Statistics

Committee says. For at least next
several years, expected to con-
tinue shrinking by about 500,000
annually.

*53 percent of deaths caused by
heart disease, 20 percent by can-
cer. World Health Organization
figures smoking causes 32 per-
cent of all male deaths, 5 percent
of female deaths,

«In 1995, average life expect-
ancy was 58 years for men, 72 for
women, compared to 74and 81 in
European Union. Latestestimates
from WHO say Russian life ex-
pectancy for both sexes now 64
years _ same as Pakistan and
Guyana, worse than Vietnam,
Mexico, Guatamala, Mongolia,
Algeria.
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As Lewinsky questions grow

Clinton further isolates self

By RON FOURNIER
WASHINGTON (AP) - Presi-
dent Bill Clinton has retreated
into an unusually small circle of
advisers as he ponders how to
characterize his relationship with

a 24-year-old intern.

Faced with evidence of her vis-
its to the White House inner sanc-
tums and giftshe gave her, Clinton
is not denying a friendship with
Monica Lewinsky - but is insist-
ing it was not sexual.

As Clinton further isolated
himself, several White House
aides wondered Sunday if the
president could keep up his deni-
als.

Senior administration officials
and longtime Clinton friends, in-
cluding two who talked to him in
recentdays, said the president was
shocked and depressed in the first
hours of the Monica Lewinsky
controversy buthas bounced back.

“One thing isn’t going on and
that’s discussions about any res-
ignation,” said Rahm Emanuel, a
top White House adviser.

Emanuel is one of the White
House senior staffers who have
been shut out of the most critical
meetings about the controversy.
Recognizing that his legal risks
are higher now than political per-
ils, Clinton is limiting his discus-
sions about the former White
House intern to a small group of
lawyers.

The group consists of his pri-
vate attorneys and former admin-
istration heavyweights Mickey
Kantor and Harold Ickes. Long-
time confidant Bruce Lindsey, and
to a lesser extent, White House
counsel Charles Ruff are also part
of the inner circle.

Harry Thomason, a Hollywood
producer, has come aboard to help
Clinton explain his actions - once
he decides how to do so.

A key question is how Clinton
will describe his relationship with
Lewinsky?

Officials familiar with the
president’s thinking say he firmly
denies participating in any sex act
with Lewinsky. He won’t deny a
relationship, the officials say, not

fractured hlp

LONDON (AP) - Queen Eliza-
beth II's mother was hospitalized
Sunday after fracturing her hip in
a fall at one of the royal family’s
estates.

Nodetails on hercondition were
given.

The Queen Mother Elizabeth,
97-year-old widow of King
George VI, has for generations
been one of the most popular

members of the royal family. A’

spokesman for Buckingham Pal-
ace said that the injury took place
at Sandringham, a royal estate in
Norfolk, eastern England, as the
queenmother was viewing horses.
She is a horse racing enthusiast.

President Bill Clinton

with evidence that Lewinsky vis-
ited the Oval Office area fre-
quently and received gifts from
Clinton.

“It was a relationship. It was
sexually innocent,” summarized
one Clinton associate.

Senior officials outside the in-
ner circle said Clinton was ex-
pected to say he was friendly with

Lewinsky, forming a close bond

that she might have misinter-
preted.

Evidence that he placed calls to
Lewinsky could be explained in
the context of Clinton’s concern
for her well-being, the official
said.

Though the controversy is

mushrooming, Clinton still does
not plan to address the relation-
-ship until after his State of the
Union address. Talk of postponing
the Tuesday speech was rejected.
With every breathless news bul-

letin and new developmerit, the .

mood at the White House has

in this image taken from video, a young woman identified as Monica
Lewinsky embraces President Clinton as he greeted well-wishers at a
White House lawn party in Washington on Nov. 6, 1996. Lewinsky
offered Friday, Jan. 23, 1998, to reverse her official story and acknowl-
edge to prosecutors that she had sexual relations with President
Clinton in exchange for immunity, according to a source. AP

soured. Aides say they wouldn’tbe
surprised if more allegations in-
volving different women surface.
The president is still surrounded
by a loyal, hardworking staff that
expects him to survive, but doubts

are starting to creep in.
- More than one aide confided

Sunday that internal polling shows -

Clinton’s favorability rating fall-
ing by more than 10 points. Others
wonder if Clinton might be forced
to change his story. In light of his
reputation as a womanizer, some
worry that his denials are not very
firm.

George Stephanopoulos, a
former top Clinton aide, said on the
record what many of his former
colleagues will only say when their
identity is shielded:

“I think (Clinton’s survival) de-
pendsonthe answertoonly one other
question ... Is he telling the truth, the
whole truth and nothing but the truth?
Ifhe is, he can survive. If he isn’t, he
can’t,” Stephanopoulos said on ABC
television.

'

plans.

We re Changmg
our name from
FHP to PaclflCare®

With the combined experience and strength of two of the
world’s largest managed health care plans merging
together, PacifiCare now brings even greater resources
and quality health care options to our members in Guam
and the CNMI through its ChoicePlus*™ and HML health

At PacifiCare, we give our contracted network of
providers the information, tools and support to do what
they do best - practice quality medicine, focused on
making the best decisions for our members.

Our approach has always been to learn what our members

want from their health care plan - and then try to offer it
to them. It’s a philosophy that’s helped PacifiCare’s
membership grow steadily.

For our members, PacifiCare’s strength translates into
choice - an extensive network of contracted providers
right in their own communities. These providers work
closely with us to search for more efficient and innovative
ways to deliver health care and improve the quality of life
of our members. Because that, quite simply, is our goal -
to work together with you anld your doctors to improve

and maintain your good health.

PacifiCare-

Asia Pacific

231 Guerrero Drive * Tamuning, Guam 96911  Cen-Tam Building

Administration: (671) 646-6956 Fax (671) 646-6923 e-mail address: pcap @ kuentos.guam.net
Customer Service: Guam (671) 647-3526 CNMI (670) 235-7687 Sales: Guam (671) 647-3456 CNMI (670) 235-5347
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Cohen Asian tour shows:

Suspicion of American motives alive

By ROBERT BURNS

WASHINGTON (AP) - Frorn
steamy Indonesia in the south to
frosty Beijing in the north, 12
days in East Asia broughthome a
strong message to U.S. Defense
Secretary William Cohen: suspi-
cion of American motives is very
much alive.

The doubt is not only about the
size and future role of the Ameri-
can military in Asia. It applies to
the U.S. response to the region’s
economic insecurities as well.

- Cohen’s Jan. 11-22 tour also
made clear that American weap-
ons makers will feel part of the
sting of the all-encompassing eco-
nomic crisis forcing defense cut-
backs across the region.

On his first stop, in the Malay-
sian capital Kuala Lumpur, Cohen
went out of his way to acknowl-
edge questions being raised about
the U.S. role in Asia.

“I know very well that at times,
and even recently, there has been
concern over America’s level of
interest and long-term intentions
in the region,” he said. *“I am here

to tell you that those concerns are
not warranted.”

There is no question that the
presence of 100,000 American
troops in Asia -almost all in Japan
and South Korea - generally is
supported by Asian governments
as a key to maintaining regional
equilibrium and countering
China’s military potential,

In Singapore, Tony Tan, the
island nation’s deputy prime min-
ister and defense minister, put it
this way: “The presence of U.S.
forces is a positive influence for
regional peace and stability.” To
underscore the point, he an-
nounced that Singapore will foot
the $35 million bill to build a pier
at its planned new Changi naval
base to accommodate visiting U.S.
Navy aircraft carriers.

Even the Philippines, where
public opposition to U.S. military
bases led to the departure of the
Americans in 1992, sent a posi-
tive signal during Cohen’s trip,
which had no stop in Manila. The
Philippines announced it was re-
opening the doorto U.S. ship vis-

In Quebec

60,000 households
still without power

MONTREAL (AP)-About
60,000 Quebec households re-
mained without power, nearly
three weeks after a paralyzingice
storm hit the region in eastern
Canada.

Half the households should
regain power within the week,
but there was no estimate
when electricity would be re-
stored to the rest, Andre
Caille, the chairman of Hy-
dro-Quebec, the provincial
power company, said Sunday.
“We’ll have to wait until next
Sunday before saying what’s go-

ing to happen the following
week,” Caille told a news confer-
ence.

The five-day ice storm began
Jan. 5. At the peak of the chaos,
about 1.4 million Quebec house-
holds had no electricity because
of toppled utility poles and trans-
mission towers.

Caille said fatigue of repair
crews had been a factor in slow-
ing down the restoration of power.
He said one lineman was in seri-
ous condition in a Montreal hos-
pital after getting shocked with
electricity Saturday.

MEETING  WILL,

TINIAN.

Chairman

TINIAN COCKFIGHTING BOARD

PUBLIC NOTICE

JANUARY 19, 1998

THE TINIAN COCKFIGHTING BOARD
PUBLIC MEETING THAT WAS SCHEDULED
FOR JANUARY 20,
POSTPONED DUE TO THE FACT THAT
SENATOR CING’S LEGAL COUNSEL WILL
NOT BE AVAILABLE ON THIS DATE. THE

CONDUCTED ON JANUARY 30, 1998 AT 11:00

AM. AT THE TINIAN MUNICIPAL COUNCIL
CONFERENCE ROOM IN SAN JOSE VILLAGE,

/s/IFRANCISCO B. EVANGELISTA

1998 HAS BEEN

HOWEVER, BE

itsand U.S. troop training. Cohen
said he interpreted Manila’s mes-
sage as, “The United States is a
welcome friend.”

The message was less enthusi-
astic in Thailand, although hardly
unfriendly. There was no talk of
reviving a U.S. request, rejected
by Bangkok in 1993, to allow the
Pentagon to use the Gulf of Thai-
land for floating storage of U.S.
military equipment.

And outright tensions remain,
as demonstrated during Cohen’s
stop in Tokyo. He felt compelled
to apologize for aircraft landings
by pilots preparing to deploy with
the carrier USS Independence,
which angered people near sev-
eral U.S. bases. It was the latest in
astring of U.S. missteps in Japan
that have contributed to a grow-
ing public resentment at the pres-
ence of American forces.

“We want to be very good
neighbors,” Cohen said.

Some of Asia’s doubits reflect
a feeling that, with the Cold War
over, the United States no longer
needs Asian allies to counter the
spread of Sovietinfluence. Itstrue
intention, this line of think goes,

is to exploit or manipulate Asian
economies.

Onthe day Cohen left Bangkok

- afront-page story in alocal news-

paper said, “Doubts are ... grow-
ing among top Thai policy mak-
ers in both the public and private
sector about Washington’s com-
mitment and real intentions to-
ward this country.”
- Cohen tried to answer those
doubts by reaffirming support for
Thailand and agreeing to discuss
ways of giving the Thai govern-
ment a break on payments for F-
A-18 fighters it ordered before its
economic slump crimped its de-
fense budget.

Thais have complained that
Washington was slow to respond
with help when its currency
plunged last year. The economy
took a dive, and Thailand was
compelled to agree to a bailout
deal from the International Mon-
etary Fund.

Even in South Korea, where
relations with the United States
are as solid as anywhere in Asia,
Cohen felt compelled to give re-
assurances.

“The United States does not

seek to take advantage or to make
any profit” from the rapid decline
in the value against the dollar of
the South Korean won, Cohen
told a news conference Thursday
before returning to Washington.
South Korea contributes $399
million to the cost of keeping
37,000 American troops in its
country. A large share of that
money represents labor costs paid
to Korean workers at U.S. bases.
Because that labor is paid in dol-
lars, the cost to the government
has skyrocketed beyond what it
had budgeted.

In China, Cohen emphasized the
U.S. hope for gradually developing
closer military-to-military relations.
He stressed that Washington wants
Beijing’s communist government to
bemoreopenaboutitsdefensespend-
ing and policies.

The atmospherics of Cohen’s
three-day visitto Beijing were good,
butthe Chinese remain ambivalent
about the large U.S. military pres-
ence inthe Pacific. They alsodoubt
whether it serves their interests - as
avastly smallermilitary powerthan
the United States-to expose their
military secrets.

Despite ill-ﬁtting spacesuit
Astronaut moves into Mir

By MARCIA DUNN

SPACE CENTER, Houston
(AP) - Despite an ill-fitting
spacesuit, American astronaut
Andrew Thomas moved into Mir,
atleast temporarily, while NASA
and the Russian Space Agency
debated what to do about the prob-
lem.

At first, Mission Control forbid
Thomas from spending Sunday
night aboard the space station and
ordered him to stay on the adjoin-
ing space shuttle Endeavour. Then
officials relented; the reason
wasn't entirely clear.

The bottom Ime was that the
suit snafu remained and had the
potential to cancel Thomas’ 4 1/
2-month Mir mission.

To remain aboard Mir, Tho-
mas needs a properly fitting
spacesuit to wear in the attached
Soyuz spacecraft. Even though
he’s not supposed to ride in the

Soyuz during his mission, that’s
his only way back to Earth in the
event of an emergency following
Endeavour’s departure.

Thomas’ custom-made Russian
suit, intended foruse on the Soyuz,
Mir’s lifeboat, is so tight he can't
getintoit. And the only spare, the
suit belonging to David Wolf, a
Mir resident for the past four

months, is too big. “It’s
basically unusable,” Thomas re-
ported.

After hours of fiddling with the
two suits, Thomas asked Mission
Control pointblank: Should he
spend the night on Endeavour or
Mir? Wolfhad the same question.

Mission Control, in turn, asked
Thomas whether he'd feel safe
using Wolf's oversize suit in an
emergency. He said he'd get by
and would feel comfortable about
the situation, atleast for one night.

American astronaut Andrew Thomas is shown abord the Sp
an ill-fitting spacesuit, Thomas moved into Mir on Sunday
debated whether to leave him there. ap

Mir's commander, Anatoly

Solovyov, favored Thomas mov-
ing into Mir.

After conferring with their
counterparts in Moscow, how-
ever, NASA flight controllers
opted to have Thomas sleep
aboard Endeavour on Sunday
night. And Wolf was instructed to
sleep on Mir. An hour later, after
further talks with Moscow, Mis-
sion Control announced that Tho-
mas could, indeed, sleep on Mir
and that Wolf could sleep on the
shuttle.

NASA held out hope that per-
haps one of the suits could be
adjusted or that parts from the two
could be combined.

The problem with Wolf’s suit
is that the sleeves are 6 inches (15
cms) too long for Thomas. Tho-
mas is 5-8 (1.78 meters) and
weighs 160 pounds (72.5 kilos);
Wolf is 5-10 (1.78 meters) and
weighs 185 pounds (84 kilos).

ace Shuttle Endeavour on Saturday. Despite
while NASA and the Russian Space Agency

i ——r
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56 killed in 4-day Algerla violence

ALGIERS, Algeria (AP) - At
least 56 people have been
killed in Algeria in the past
four days in the latest vio-
lence to engulf this North
Afric nation, newspapers and
hospital sources reported this
weekend.

The wave of killings in-
cluded massacres of villagers
and farmers as well as attacks
on cars and victims of bomb-
ings in the capital Algiers,
Blida and Setif,

No one claimed responsibil-
ity for any of the attacks,
which are frequently blamed
on Islamic militants seeking
to overthrow the military-
backed regime currently in
power.

"The new offensive coincides
with the celebration of Leilat
El Qadr, which means “night
of destiny” in Arabic and
comes at the end of Ramadan,
the Muslim holy month.

This Ramadan has been an
especially deadly one in Al-
geria, which is now in its sev-
enth year of an Islamic insur-
gency that was set off when
the Algerian authorities can-
celed parliamentary elections
that Islamic candidates were
.poised to win. According to
independent sources, 1,850
people have been killed since

“Ramadan began Dec. 30.

On Friday, two young
people who were planting
bombs were killed by the ex-
plosive they were carrying to
plantin the Chevalley Mosque
not far from Algiers. They had
planned to set off the bomb
during midday prayers.

On Friday afternoon, an-
other bomb exploded at Rais
Hamidou, killing one person
and wounding two others. In
the evening at Beni Messous,
in the western suburbs of the
capital, civilians disguised as
police killed three members
of one family and wounded

another, a neighbor said,
speaking on condition of ano-
nymity.

Shortly before midnight, a
powerful bomb exploded at
Saint Raphael on the outskirts
of Algiers, damaging build-
ings but tausing no injuries.

In Blida, about 50 kilome-
ters (30 miles) south of
Algiera, abomb exploded Fri-
day near a market killing one
person. Further south at
Medea, 100 kilometers (60
miles), at least five people
were killed when armed at-
tackers entered a village out-
side the town, travelers return-
ing to Algiers reported. They
did not give their names for
fear of reprisals.

At Setif, 310 kilometers
(200 miles) east of Algeris, a
bomb Friday evening killed
four people and wounded 10
others, hospital sources said.
They too would not give their
names.

In the west, an armed group
attacked the village of Telagh
near Sidi Bel Abbes about 440
kilometers (271 miles) from
Algeria. Seven people had
their throats slit, survivors
said.

On Thursday, an armed
group attack 10 members of a
family in the village of Sebra,
near the town of Tlemcen
about 550 kilometers (339
miles) west of Algiers near
the border with Morocco, the
El Watan newspaper reported
Saturday.

The Authentique newspaper
reported Saturday that secu-
rity forces wiped out three
armed groups in the. Algiers
region, killing 17 militants.
The El Watan newspaper said
eight militants were killed
Wednesday 11 kilometers (six
miles) west of the capital. An
armed man was killed Friday
in central Algiers, a witness
said.

Opposition assault in
Afghan prov. repulsed

KABUL, Afghanistan (AP) -
The Taliban Islamic army
claimed to have repulsed an
opposition assault in north-
eastern Baghlan province af-
ter a round of fierce fighting,
officials said Sunday.

Troops led by Uzbek war-
lord Rashid Dostum launched
the attack Saturday in
Baghlan’s Ghorbandia dis-
trict, roughly 200 kilometers
(120 miles) north of the Af-
ghan capital Kabul, they said.

“We repulsed their attack
and our opposition suffered
heavy casualties, leaving
many bodies lying on the
battlefield,” said a Taliban
official, speaking on condi-
tion of anonymity.

He said Taliban troops also
captured dozens of light and
heavy weapons from retreat-
ing soldiers.

It was impossible to get an

independent confirmation of
the Taliban claim because of
the remoteness of the region.
The anti-Taliban alliance,
which controls the northern
15 percent of Afghanistan,
could not be reached for com-
ment.

The Taliban has imposed a
strict brand of Islamic law
across the remaining 85 per-
cent of the country. It is bat-
tling opposition soldiers on at
least three separate fronts
north of Kabul and in western
Afghanistan.

The anti-Taliban alliance,
led by Dostum and ousted de-
fense chief Ahmed Shah
Massood, is made up mostly
of Afghanistan’s minority
groups, including Uzbeks,
Tajiks, and Shiite Muslims.

Most Taliban are Sunni
Muslims from the majority
Pashtun ethnic group.

Two Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) officers review the damage at the R/ver Club in nn/sklllen Northern
Ireland, Sunday, following a car bomb attack Saturday night. The area was evacuated Saturday n/ght following
a coded warning. No one was injured in the blast close to the border with the Republic of Ireland. ap

Latest victim in Irish violence

Catholic man injured in Lurgan

BELFAST, Northern Ireland
(AP) - A Protestant gunman in-
jured a Catholic man in the town
of Lurgan Sunday, the latest at-
tack in a surge of sectarian vio-
lence that has killed 10 people
and overshadowed Northern
Ireland’s peace talks.

In a coded message to the Brit-
ish Broadcasting Corp. in Belfast,
the paramilitary Loyalist Volun-
teer Force claimed responsibility
for the attack, which came hours
after the fatal shooting Saturday
night of a Belfast taxi driver.

Also Saturday, a bomb badly
damaged a nightclub in
Enniskillen, a village 80 miles
southwest of Belfast. Authorities
had evacuated the area after re-

ceiving anonymous tips about two
hours before the blast, and no one
was injured.

Three other bomb threats in
Belfast were called in, prompting
the evacuation of two leading
hotels and acity-centernightclub.
The Royal Ulster Constabulary
said no bombs were found during
searches, and the threats appeared
to have been coordinated hoaxes.

In the town of Newtownbutler,
police evacuated residents and
exploded a suspect device which
they said later was a hoax.

Police Chief Inspector Paddy
Timoney said the taxi driver's
slaying wasa “tragedy” and called
on anyone with information to
come forward. Irish Foreign Min-

ister David Andrews called it “a
sickening -act of cowardice.”
There was no immediate claim of
responsibility.

Police said the victim, named
by neighbors as John McColgan,
picked up an unspecified number
of men in west Belfast. His body
was found later by the roadside at
the edge of the city. Authorities
believe the killers may have fled
in the taxi, then set it ablaze. A
burning vehicle, thought to be the
taxi, was found in south Belfast
after the killing.

Police said the man injured in
Lurgan, 35 miles (56 kms) south-
west of Belfast, was shot in the
shoulder as he sat in the cab of a
lorry in a Catholic neighborhood.

By SERGEI SHARGORODSKY
MOSCOW (AP) -The separat-
istChechen governmentaccused
Moscow on Sunday of shelter-
ing a key suspect in the 1996
murder of six Red Cross work-
ers and said it would appeal for
international help in arresting
the man.

A statement by Chechen
President Aslan Maskhadov
blamed Adam Deniyev, a resi-
dent of Chechnya, for organiz-
ing the killings. It also charged
Deniyev with murdering seven
Chechen villagers in 1994.

“At present, Deniyev is stay-
ing in Moscow, where he has
been given an office. All the
required conditions have been
created for him to carry on his
activities,” said the statement,
cited by the Interfax news
agency. '

Maskhadov’s top aide
Mairbek Vachagayev, who re-
leased the statement, gave no
further details on Deniyev.

The ITAR-Tass news agency
said Deniyev is presently work-
ing on his thesis at the Moscow
State University, where he also
publishes a newspaper critical

Russia accused of sheltering killer

of Maskhadov’s government.

Chechen officials long have
claimed that they had identified
the killers responsible fer gun-
ning down six Red Cross workers
asthese sleptat their hospital com-
pound in Chechnya on Dec. 17,
1996.

Early in 1997, Chechen secu-
rity officials accused Russia of
ordering the killings, saying the
main suspect was an ethnic
Chechen who lived in Moscow
and served as a colonel in the
Russian army.

Chechen separatists said at the
time they had asked Moscow to
arrest the unnamed colonel along
with two suspected accomplices.

Since, they have repeatedly
blamed Russia for mastermind-
ing the killings in an attempt to
discredit the rebel government
now in control of Chechnya.

No one has been charged in the
case, which prompted the Inter-

. national Committee of the Red

Cross and several other interna-
tional aid organizations to pull
out of the war-battered region.
Vachagayev repeated some of
the allegations on Sunday, saying
that “the organizers of the med-

.the rebels in Chechnya.

ics’ murder wanted to deprive
Chechnya of humanitarian aid
from the rest of the world, and
this goal has been achieved.”

He said all the information
necessary to decide on
Deniyev’s transfer to Chechen
law-enforcement agencies had
been sent to Moscow, ‘‘but the
Russian leadership, ignoring
repeated appeals, fails to sur-
render him.”

According to ITAR-Tass,
Russia’s Interior Ministry
promised to surrender
Deniyev back in April 1997,
after the charges against him
first surfaced, if the man’s
guilt would be proven.

Vachagayev said Chechnya
planned to appeal to foreign na-
tions so as to put pressure on
Russia in the case.

Relations between Moscow
and Chechnya remain tense de-
spite a peace deal signed last
year to formally end the
Kremlin's 1994-96 war against

The sides are suspicious of
each other and Chechnya, a
southern Muslim republic, re-
mains plagued by lawlessness.
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Arafat asks support
for Arab summit

ALGIERS, Algeria (AP)-Pal-
estinian leader Yasser Arafat
continued efforts Sunday toline
up support for an Arab summit
to examine the state of the
Middle East peace process.
Following talks Sunday morn-
ing with Algerian President
Liamine Zeroual, Arafat ac-
- cused Israeli Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu of stalling
tactics that have blocked efforts

negotiations. .

Arafat arrived in Algeria on
Sunday after a stopovers in
Mauritania and in. Morocco,
where he met with King Hassan
ILHewastoleave Algierslaterin
the day for Tunisiafortalks there.

Tunisia would be the fourth
stop on a tour of North African
nations since he left Washing-
ton last week after rejecting
Israel’s limited offer of a West
Bank pullback offer.

to restart the Middle East peace

>

A woman who lost relatives in last weekend'’s attacks ‘in Sid Ahmed

i

outsider Algiers is comforted by other woman of her village during the
burial of bodies Tuesday. Algerian newspapers said that at least 400
people died in the two attacks significantly raising the death toll of the
slaughter at a mosque and a movie hall.  ap
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‘Greek minister
asks Turkey to

take disputes

-to int’l court

ANKARA, Turkey (AP) - In a
rare interview with a Turkish
newspaper, Greek Foreign Min-
ister Theodoros Pangalos has in-
vited Ankarato take all the Greek-
Turkish disputes to the Interna-
tional Court of Justice.

The two neighbor’s disagree-
ments over the Aegean Sea have
brought them to the brink of war
several times in recent years. The
icy relations have also hurt
Turkey's aspirations to join the
European Union, which includes
Greece.

“We have to solve all our prob-
lems via legal means, not by
force,” Pangalos said in an inter-
view published Sunday inthe daily
Milliyet. “We suggest that we take
all the disputes - from air space to
continental shelf -to (the court in)
Hague.”

Greece has long insisted
that the claims on uninhabited
islets in the Aegean should be
taken to the court, but Turkey
has refused that offer, de-
manding talks first on all the
disagreements to decide how
each can be solved. Pangalos
moved a step further Sunday
by suggesting all disputes
could be settled by the court.

B_rand New
Tireson”
Every Vehicle!

Includes a FREE Lifetime ;
Road Hazard Warranty! ¢

Now Ontyt
$19,995 $2,000
$31,995 $3,000
$14,995 $2,000
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$11,995 $3,000
$11,995 $1,500

$8,995 $2,000
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At the Monsignor Guerrero and Middle Road intersection

235-5012, 235-5014

Would-be assassin
to head rights group

TAIPEL Taiwan(AP)- A former
university student who attempted
to assassinate the son of the late
Nationalist Chinese leader Chiang
Kai-shek was appointed Sunday
as head of a leading human rights
group.

Peter Huang Wen-hsiung was
named president of the Taiwan
Association for Human Rights at
a ceremony in Taipei, eight
months after he resurfaced in
Taipei after spending decades in
hiding overseas. .

Huang was a doctoral can-
didate at Cornell University
when he and his brother-in
law, Cheng Tzu-tsai, tried on
April 24, 1970, to shoot
Chiang Ching-kuo outside
New York’s Plaza Hotel.

Huang’s shot was deflected by
a policeman and the pair were
arrested, but jumped bail and fled
to Europe.

Cheng was extradited to the
United States and served a five-
year sentence for attempted mur-
der, but Huang remained on the
run. ’

Chiang, then vice premier, was

not hurt and succeeded Chiang .

Kai-shek as president eight years
later.

Huang has discussed the at-
tempted assassination attempt at
length on television and in the

print media, but refuses to say-

where he hid or who protected
him. He has not been charged in
Taiwan in connection with the
attack.

Police to question Chinese
tycoon over bomb blast

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP)
-Police plan to question a
noted Chinese tycoon in con-
nection with a bomb blast in a
slum neighborhood in Jakarta
last week, a news report said
Sunday.

There were “written indica-
tions” that may implicate
Sofyan Wanandi intheJan. 18
explosion that injured at least
one man and damaged an
apartment in Central Jakarta,
the daily Republika quoting
police sources. _

Wanandi, owner of Gemala
Group, one of the country’s
biggest conglomerates, was a
former student activistin 1966
streets protests that contrib-
uted to the fall of Indonesia’s
founding President-Sukarno.

The sources, said Wanandi
was expected to be summoned
before the end of the fasting
month, which comes in Jan.
30.

Police have already arrested
Agus Priyono, a 28-year man,
in connection with the explo-
sion. Police said bombs had
been assembled in the apart-
ment where the blast occurred.
Two other suspects are still at
large. .

Police found detonators and
documents linked to the
banned Democratic People’s
Party, or PRD, whose leaders
are currently serving prison

sentences for subversion.

However, there were con-
flicting reports on the interro-
gation of Wanandi, who has
repeatedly asked the ruling
party Golkar to announce its
vice presidential candidates in
order to help overcome the
current economic crisis.

The daily Merdeka reported
Saturday that the military has
already interrogated Wanandi,
but Kompas, another mass-cir-
culation paper, quoted the
military as saying he was to
be summoned this week.

* Kompas quoted Jakarta mili-.

tary chief Maj. Gen. Syafrie
Syamsuddin as saying the
questioning is aimed at “clari-
fying documents found at the
blast  site  containing
Wanandi’s name.”

No police or military offi-
cials were available for com-
ment.

The government accused
the PRD of being communist-
inspired and declared it ille-
gal last year. Its supporters,
however, maintain the party
is only campaigning for demo-
cratic change in Indonesia’s
tightly-controlled political
system. . .

The military also brands itas a
“regeneration” of the Indonesian
Communist Party that was banned
after it allegedly staged an abor-
tive coup in 1965.

World’s largest mosque

BAGHDAD, Iraq (AP) -Iraq
on Sunday started -construc-
tion on what it said will be the
world’s largest mosque, which
is named for Iraqi. leader
Saddam Hussein.

[raqi television showed gov-
ernment workers starting on
the foundation on the Islamic
holiday Leilit el-Khader, or
the “Night of Power,” when
Muslims believe the Prophet

Mohammed began receiving
the Koran, Islam’s holy book,
from God.

The mosque is to be built on
the site of Baghdad’s old airport.
It is designed to cover nearly one
million square meters and accom-
modate 45,000 worshipers.

A mosque built by
Morocco’s King ‘Hassan is
now the largest in the world,
holding 30,000 worshipers.

~ Say ‘No’to Drugs

Taa Al
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Chile communists bounce back

By EDUARDO GALLARDO
SANTIAGO, Chile (AP) - As
Marxist parties and regimes col-
lapsed around the world, Chile’s
once strong Communist Party was
no exception and virtually faded
from the political scene.

But the party, which saw hun-
dreds of its members disappear
during the 1973-90 dictatorship of
Gen. Augusto Pinochet, is bounc-
ing back in a revival that is begin-
ning to worry rivals.

“We all know what has hap-
pened withcommunism around the
world, and here in Chile things are
going the other way around,” said
AngelFantuzzi,aconservativecon-
gressman.

“T hope this is just a result of
Gladys Marin’s charisma, because
the communist doctrine is totally
obsolete,” he added.

Opinions vary on the causes of
the communist recovery, but top
on everyone’s list is Gladys Marin
- the party’s tireless president and
main activist, who feels equally at
ease haranguing workers at a fac-

Carrying an early 1970s picture of Chilean former mi/itar[v dictator Gen. Augusto Pinochet demonstrators
march in Santiago, Chile Saturday to protest Pinochet’s pla

the army in March. ap

tory gate, arguing in a television
debate or facing down riot police.

For Marin, a school teacher by
profession, party work isnow a full
time affair. She is beginning to see
results. To the surprise of
conservative politicians and sup-
porters of Chile’s moderate gov-
emment, communists won control
of several labor unions and student
federationsat 11 universities in the
last half of 1997.

In December’s congressional
election, the party received 7 per-
cent of the vote - compared to less
than 3 percent six years earlier -
and Marin got 15 percent in her
unsuccessful run for a Senate seat.
She says a presidential race may
next for her, “at least to leave a
testimony.”

*The task now is to organize a
large leftist movement,” she says.

*“Changes are needed, including
erasing the legal and constitutional
legacy of the dictatorship that pre-
vent us from having an authentic
democracy. People feel areal tran-
sition to democracy has not oc-

curred.”

Pinochet’slegacy includesacon-
stitutional clause that grants him a
Senate seat for life. The Commu-
nist Party filed suit Jan. 13 in an
effort to deny Pinochet the seat,
charging his authoritarian regime
committed *“genocide, kidnapping
and illegal burying of bodies™ dur-
ing its 17 years in power. The suit
is considered unlikely to succeed.

The Senate seat provision also
has been strongly criticized by cen-
trist politicians, and Pinochet an-
nounced Jan. 14 that he was delay-
ing his retirement as army com-
mander to take the seat.

The communists campaign on a
call for the government to rein in
free-marketeconomic policies and
to use taxes to increase income
redistribution from the well-to-do
to the poor.

“Ourprogress shows that people
are frustrated, tired,” Marin says.
“The people see no difference be-
tween the government and itsright-
wing opposition, and they start to
see us, the left, as an alternative.”

n to become a senator after stepping down from

IT WAS aremarkable five days
for Cuba.

Making a long-sought pil-
grimage, Pope John Paul II
swept through four Cuban cit-
ies to crusade for a revival of
his beleaguered church, and
chided both communists and
capitalists for straying from
the path of Christ.

The pontiff called for the
freedom of political prisoners,
crowned Cuba’s patron saint,
consoled AIDS victims and
celebrated Mass for hundreds
of thousands of Cubans. They
included Fidel Castro, whoem-
braced and even promoted the
pope’s trip.

A day-by-day glance at his
tour:

WEDNESDAY - Setting the
tone for his trip as soon as he
arrives in Havana, the pope
calls for greater freedoms in
Cuba, while also slapping at

Pope’s Cuban visit recapped

the U.S. economic embargo.
Key theme: “May Cuba, with
all its magnificent potential,
openitself up to the world, and
may the world openitselfup to
Cuba.” Castro insists the
pope’s message of social jus-
tice is similar to his own.

THURSDAY - John Paul
stresses family values in Santa
Clara, a city in the sugar-cane
heartland. He calls for Chris-
tian education and attacks
abortion and divorce _ both
common inCuba. Atnight, the
71-year-old Castro and the 77-
year-old pope meet privately
for 50 minutes, and exchange
gentle quips about growing
old.

FRIDAY -The pope urges
young Cubans to avoid the
emptiness of “alcohol, the
abuse of sex, drug use, prosti-
tution” during a Mass in the
central city of Camaguey and

stresses the Christian charac-
ter of democracy during an
evening talk with intellectuals
in Havana. '
SATURDAY - At a shrine
south of Havana, the pope
urges Castro to release “pris-
oners of conscience” and to
respect freedoms of expres-
sion and association. In the
eastern city of Santiago, the
pope stresses the links between
the church and patriotism,.
Santiago's Archbishop Pedro
Meurice Estiu said too many
Cubans “have confused patrio-
tism with a party.”
SUNDAY-Some 250,000
people-Fidel Castro among
them- turn out for the pope’s
farewell Mass in the Plazaof the
Revolution. John Paul calls Cu-
bans to “new paths” of recon-
ciliation but warns against em-
bracing the egoism and inequali-
ties of unrestrained capitalism.

Some political analysts say the
communists are benefiting from
disappointment with the elected
governments that have followed
the military regime since 1990.

. Political scientist Pedro Daza
said the communists ““are receiving
avote of protest against the overall
situation rather than an actual pro-
communist vote.”

He notes that void and blank
ballots cast in December’s con-
gressional election totaled 19 per-
cent of the votes, in “another sign
of protest.” The figure was 12 per-
cent in the election six years ago
andhistorically has averaged about
9 percent.

Probably reacting to the left’s
rebound, President Eduardo Frei
announced his government will
strongly emphasize social spend-
ing in its last two years.

Marin concedes the communists
made mistakes in the past, includ-
ing its dogmatic ideology, demand
for one-party rule and failure to
recognize that private enterprise
and the free market have benefits.

But she sees no reason for the
party to change its name, as its
counterparts in Italy, France and
other countries did.

She argues that Chilean com-
munists should not pay for what
happened in the former Soviet
Unionoreastern Europe - although
before the Soviet collapse the Chil-
ean party was among the staunch-
est of Moscow’s supporters in the
world.

“We are a Chilean party, with
very deeproots in the Chilean soci-
ety,” Marin told a group of journal-
ists.

One of the communists who lost
hislifeunderPinochet was Marin's
husband, Jorge Munoz, an engi-
neer who was arrested by security
agents not long after the army
ousted leftist President Salvador
Allende.

Marin, who was a congress-
woman during Allende’s govern-
ment, sought asylum at the Dutch
Embassy two months after the Sept.
11,1973, coup. There, she saw her
husband for the last time.

Christian convert to

be executed 1n Texas

By MICHAEL GRACZYK
HOUSTON (AP) - It’s a simple
thing - a narrow, arched bar of
iron, maybe 2 feet (65 cms)across,
attached toawomn, woodenhandle
that is tapered at intervals along
its 3-foot (1-meter) length for a
better grip. It weighs close to 20
pounds (9 kilos).

That could be rust on the
pickax’s blunted points - or traces
of dried blood.

Once used to break concrete or
sun-dried soil, it was swung in
drug-crazed passion 14 yearsago,
when S-foot-3 (160 cms), 121-
pound (55 kilos) Karla Faye
‘Tucker sank it 10, 15, 20 times
into a man and a woman.

On Feb. 3, the state of Texas
plans to stick two needles into
Ms. Tucker’s arms toexecute her.
That would make her the first
woman putto deathin Texas since
Chipita Rodriguez was hanged in
1863 for killing a horse trader.

But a storm of protest has
swirled since the date was set.
Should a woman be executed?
What about herembrace of Chris-
tianity?

Joe Magliolo, the prosecutor
who won the conviction, views
her as a*‘poster child” adopted by
death penalty opponents.

“The jury (in 1984) heard pretty
much all the facts that folks now
are acting as if they are new - the
fact she had a bad childhood, she
was doing drugs, that she con-
verted to Christ,” said Magliolo,
now a federal prosecutor.

In recent weeks, Ms. Tucker’s
soft, brown eyes, bashful smile
and long dark curls have filled
network television broadcasts
from the women’'s death row at
Gatesville, about 225 miles (350
kms) northwest of Houston.

Ininterviews carefully selected
by her and her prison minister-
husband, Dana Brown, she insists
she’s a new person, content to

ot

This is a 1992 photo of Texas
Death Row inmate Karla Faye
Tucker. On Feb. 3, 1998 the
state of Texas plans to stick two
needles into Karla Faye Tucker
arms to execute her, That would
make her the first woman put to
death in Texas since Chipita
Rodriguez was hanged in 1863
for killing a horse trader. ap

spend her life in prison doing
God’s work and setting an ex-
ample for young people.

“We all have the ability, after
we've done something horrible, to
make a change for the good,” Ms.
Tucker, 38, said earnestly on CBS
television.

“I'm so far removed from the
person that I used to be out there.

For me, what’s weird is thinking

back on some of the things Iused to
do, and thinking, ‘I did that?™”

What she did happened when
she tagged along with Daniel
Garrett to the Houston apartment
of Jerry Lynn Dean on June 13,
1983. Their aim, after three days of
almost nonstop drugging, was to
steal Dean's motorcycle.

She didn’t much like Dean,
who'd once parked his Harley-
Davidsonin herliving roomand let
itdrip oil on her carpet. He had also
destroyed her only pictures of her
mother, who had died a few years
before.

They found Dean aslecp. Garrett
grabbed a hammer and beat him.
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Asia economic crisis sends message

Political favoritism can’t ensure success

KUALA LUMPUR, Malaysia
(AP) -Asia’s economic crisis
has sent a clear message that
political favoritism’ toward a
chosen few businesses cannot
ensure success, the U.S. ambas-
sador was reported Sunday as

Floor traders on the Tokyo Stock Exchange gather around at a counter as the share prices rose sharply from

saying.

In an interview with
Malaysia's national news
agency, Bernama, Ambassador
John Malott noted that the eco-
nomic problems enveloping
South Korea and much of South-

east Asia were not caused by
large trade deficits or inflation.
“It is a crisis caused by the
private sector,” Malott was
quoted as saying.
For many businessmen “po-
litical connections have mat-

.the opening bell Monday. The 225-issue Nikkei Stock Average rose 444.56 points, or 2.65 percent, to
17,233.67 by midday on hopes the government will cut taxes to stimulate economic growth. ap

tered far more than good man-
agement or business confi-
dence,” he was quoted as say-
ing.

Although the problem of fa-
voritism is widespread in South-
east Asia, foreign investors or
politicians rarely questioned it
as long as the economies in the
region were booming and both
sides were profiting.

“I think the market is a more
efficient allocator of credit than
politicians, governments or bu-
reaucrats,” Malott was quoted
as saying.

Malott did not direct his criti-
cism toward any country, and
praised Malaysia for imple-
menting confidence-boosting
measures that could encourage
foreign investors to return.

Since the financial turmoil
began in July and depreciated
Malaysia’s currency by 45 per-
cent, the government has put on
hold or scrapped several mega-
projects that were in the hands
of businessmen close to Prime
Minister Mahathir Mohamad.

The biggest among them is
the Bakun hydroelectric dam
project on the Borneo island,
which was being developed by
Ekran Ltd., a company owned
by Mahathir’s friend, Ting Pek
Khiing. Another friend, Vincent

Fij1 dollar
devalued

SUVA (Pacnews)—National
Federation Party of Fiji is bit-
terly disappointed with the way
Finance Minister Jim Ah Koy
has handled the country’s
economy.

NFP President and Opposi-
tion Leader Jai Ram Reddy says
Ah Koy has to do little better
than just being a high powered
salesman, Radio Fiji reported.

He says every single condi-
tion that has been advanced by
the Reserve Bank to justify a
massive devaluation of the Fiji
dollar existed on the day the
1998 budget was presented to
the people by the Minister of
Finance.

Reddy says two months ago,
Ah Koy chose to ignore those
facts and instead grossly misled
the people into a false sense of
complacency and economic well
being.

Reddy says NFP is also ex-
tremely disturbed about the im-
pact of the devaluation on the
poor. '

Meanwhile, Finance Minister
Ah Koy says he takes full re-
sponsibility for the devaluation.

Ah Koy told a media confer-
ence that the devaluation was
something he had toresort to, to
uphold the economy.

A former finance minister
Josevata Kamikamica believes
the 3.8 percent growth envis-
aged for 1998 will NOT be
achieved by government.

He says with the devaluation
of the Fiji dollar, the growth is
now only a dream.

SINGAPORE (AP) -
Singapore Deputy Prime Min-

does not expect the country to
sink into recession despite the
economic turmoil which has hit
most of its Southeast Asian
neighbors.

In an interview with Money
Mind, a economics program
broadcast Sunday evening on
state-controlled television, Lee
said the external challenges
Singapore now faces are greater
than those confronted in the mid-
1980s, when Singapore was last
in recession.

But he added that Singapore
will ride out the crisis surround-
ing it because of its strong eco-
nomic fundamentals. “Our
economy, I think, is in better
shape this time than it was in
(the recession of) 1985,” said

No recession seen

ister Lee Hsien Loong said he

Lee.

Still, he warned the situation

remains volatile,

*“Thisisasituation where events
develop, things happen,” he said.
“If there is a sudden shock ... then
all of us tomorrow are in a new
situation. Barring shocks, we
don’t expect to go into a reces-
sion.”

Lee said the private sector will
have to take steps on its own to-
wards boosting productivity rather
than tumning to the government
for help through policy measures
such as a currency devaluation.

“We have deliberately never
used the exchange rate as an in-
strument to manipulate our com-
petitiveness,” he said. ‘Lee
said competitive benefits from the
devaluations in other Asian coun-
tries won’t be as much as the
currency moves might indicate,

in Singapore

because a sliding standard. of
living will push wage demands
higher and add other inflation-
ary pressures in these nations.

“If the devaluation is very
drastic, inflation will be quite
severe,” he said;

In recent weeks, top govern-
ment officials, including Prime
Minister Goh Chok Tong, have
warned of hard times ahead,
announcing a tight government
budget as well as increased un-
employment and lower pay.

Lee, who s also chairman of the
Monetary Authority of Singapore,
the country’s de facto central bank,
was one of the prime architects of
the economic plan that pulled the
country out of recession in the
mid-1980s. The program then
included a sharp drop in corpo-
rate and personal taxes, as well
as a wage freeze.

1997 good year for PC

By CATALINA ORTIZ
SANJOSE, California(AP)-Nine-
teen ninety-seven was a pretty good
year for the personal computerindus-
try - and a great year for a few top
companies.

Robust demand in Europe and the
appetite for inexpensive PCs helped
drive the industry to double-digit
growth last year, according to market
researchers Intemational Data Corp.
and Dataquest Inc.

Meanwhile, Compag Computer
Corp., Dell Computer Corp., and
Hewlett-Packard Co. strengthened
their positions as the market leaders.
Each enjoyed more than 40-percent
growth in shipments last year,

“The story here is that the market is

continuingtoconsolidate. Look atthe
top vendors: They are growing fairly
quickly, except for IBM - which is
certainly keeping pace with the mar-
ket,” said Kevin Hause, an analyst
withIDCin Mountain View, Califor-
nia.

Both IDC and Dataquest, based in
San Jose, Califomnia, released reports
on the PC industry on Monday.

Bill Schaub, an analyst with
Dataquest, said that Compag, IBM,
Dell and HP captured nearly 70 per-
cent of the growth in PC shipments.

“This is the first time in the indus-
ry we''ve seen consolidation like this
continue. It’s unbelieveable that so
much of the growth went to just four
companies,” he said.

industry

Thenumberof PCs shipped world-
wide rose 15.8 percent to more than
82 million, Dataquest said. IDC put
the gain at 15.3 percent with 79.9
million shipments. The U.S. saw
stronger growth.

Demand for PCs costing less than
dirs 1,000helped fuel 1997°s growth.
According to Dataquest, those ma-
chines make up 40 percent of the PC
market. Another help was greater-
than-expected shipments in Europe,
whichbalanced weak demandin Asia.

Compagq retained its No. 1 posi-
tionasthe globalmarketleaderforthe
fourth straight year while IBM re-
mained in second place. They were
followed by Dell, HP and Packard
Bell-NEC.

Tan, was planning to construct
the world’s tallest building.

Many large companies are in
danger of collapsing, raising
fears that the government will
feel compelled bail them out,
which could further deplete in-
vestor confidence in Malaysia.
But Mahathir has denied he is
protecting business friends.

Boosting confidence in the
country is the main task now,
Malott said, adding that it will
need painful measures.

“Your dentist is not doing
you a favor if he pulls your
tooth out slowly. Your dentist
has got to pull your tooth out
fast ... it hurts but the sooner
you get the pain over with, the
better.”

Dollar falls
‘against yen,
while Tokyo
stocks soar

TOKYO (AP) - The U.S. dollar
fell against the yen in morning
trading Monday, while Tokyo
stocks soared on expectations for
new policy measures to stimulate
Japan’s sluggish economy.

The dollar wasquoted at 125.39
yen at midday, down 0.63 yen
from late Friday in Tokyo and
slightly below its late New York
rate of 125.57 yen on Friday.

Traders said the dollar’s dip'in
Tokyo came amid worries over
the fallout from allegations U.S.
President Bill Clinton had an af-
fair with a White House intern.
Clinton has denied the allegations.

Lastweek, the scandal led some
investors to pull their funds from
dollar-denominated deposits and
place them in the Japanese and
European markets.

The dollar hit an intraday low
of 124.33 yen, its lowest level
since Nov. 11, when it traded at
124.28 yen.

The dollar rebounded slightly
later in the morning after Haruhiko
Kuroda, head of the intemational fi-
nance bureau in the Ministry of F-
nance, said the yenisnolongerexces-
sively weak.

On the Tokyo Stock Exchange,
share prices rose sharply from the
opening bell Monday on hopes the
govemment will cut taxes to stimu-
late economic growth.

Aseniorruling party official, Taku
Yamasaki, said onaSunday moming
televisiontatk show thatJapanshould
lower corporate tax rates.

Traders said the comment was a
sign that Prime Minister Ryutaro
Hashimoto’s government will do
more to shore up the ailing economy.

The 225-issue Nikkei Stock Aver-
age rose 444.56 points, or 2.65 per-
cent, to 17,233.67 by midday Mon-
day. On Friday, the average rose
383.42 points, or 2.34 percent,

The Tokyo Stock Price Index
of all issues listed on the first
section picked up 38.13 points, or
3.05 percent, to 1,288.24. The
TOPIX closed up 12.86 points, or
1.04 percent, on Friday.
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billion), The Jakarta Post said.

4 Indonesian banks
to merge under plan

JAKARTA, Indonesia (AP) - Four private banks will merge into
one under economic reforms outlined by the International Monetary
Fund, a newspaper reported Monday,

The Nusamba group, an Indonesian business conglomerate, owns
the banks with combined assets of 21.2 trillion rupiah ($1.76

~ Nusamba is linked to President Suharto’s business interests and is
headed by the 76-year-old leader’s long-time friend and business
pariner, timber tycoon Mohammad “Bob™ Hasan. P
. Indonesia, which has seen its currency plummet since July, has
pledged to. overhaul its financial sector as part. of a $40 billion
economic rescue plan led by the IMF. On Nov. 1, the government
ordered the closure of 16 private banks that were judged insolvent..
- The four banks that will merge are are Bank Duta, Bank Umum
‘Nasional, Bank Bukopin and Bank Tugu. The Post quoted the head .
of Bank Duta, Muchtar Mandala, as saying that the new, 300-branch:
“bank will be formed by late-June. .. et

HK seers predict:

More gloom for Asia

By JOHN LEICESTER
HONG KONG (AP) - Amid
Asia’s doom and gloom, Hong
Kong soothsayers have more bad

news: it will get worse. uU.S.
President Bill Clinton’s outlook
isn’t good either: The

fortunetellers predict “numerous
scandals” at the White House. Oh
yes - Chelsea Clinton will flunk
economics at Stanford too, they
claim.

The predictions - to be taken
with a large pinch of salt - are
contained in the “Feng Shui In-
dex,” a report published Monday
by Credit Lyonnais Securities
Asia to usher in the Lunar New
Year that begins Wednesday.

Feng shui, meaning wind and
water, is the ancient Chinese art
of harmonizing humankind with
its environment, the heavens and
the spirit world.

The Frenchbrokerage 'stongue-
in-cheek index, first published in
1992, relieson predictions by feng
shui experts who try to divine the
future by studying the elements
and the traits of the animal that
goes with each lunar year. On
Wednesday, the year of the tiger
takes over from last year’s ox.

“The Year of the Tiger will be
one of high volatility, further
shortening the lifespan of deriva-
tives underwriters, frustrating
long-term investors and bankrupt-
ing incautious speculators” the
report predicted.

“Things will be worse than what

they were in the last quarter of
1997,” it added.

But don’t worry, the index has
a spotty record at best.

According to last year’s index,
Hong Kong’s stock market should
have surged toward the end of
1997. It didn't, it tanked.

It also said Southeast Asia
would be a “high-growth section
of the world economy.” Wrong
again. Asia’s economies took a
beating, with currencies and stock
markets plunging across much of
the region since last summer.

But at least the new index al-
ready has one thing right: “The
White House will be plagued by
numerous scandals,” it predicted.

The report went to print Janu-
ary 14th, before allegations that
Clinton had an affair withayoung
White House intern came to light.

And there’s more bad news: the
“health of Bill Clinton and his
family will also become a cause
for concern. As a consequence,
they are set to lose some of their
long-term supporters,” the index
predicts.

The U.S. president’s daughter,
Chelsea, will also flunk basic
Economics 101 at Stanford Uni-
versity, “despite tutoring from her
father,” the index report said.

But the U.S. first family
shouldn’t be overly concerned.
Credit Lyonnais says the index
should not be taken “with any-
thing more than the kittenish spirit
with which it was intended.”

India celebrates 48th
anniversary as republic

NEW DELHI, India (AP) -
India marked the 48th anni-
versary of the day it gave it-
self a democratic constitution
Monday with a combination of
pageantry and a display of its
military strength.

Prime Minister Inder Kumar
Gujral opened celebrations in the
morning by placing a wreath at
India Gate, a stone arch at the
heart of New Delhi that is a me-
morial to India’s soldiers.

Gujral and President K.R.
Narayanan later presided over
a parade of soldiers, tanks,
fighiter planes and colorful
floats.

French President Jacques
Chirac, ending a three-day
visit to India, was the guest of
honor at the celebrations. He
arrived in a limousine with
Narayanan, escorted by amounted
presidential guard.

Smaller parades were held else-
where in India, including one in
the troubled northern state of
Kashmir that was disrupted by
a midair rocket explosion.

India achieved indepen-
dence from Britain in 1947,
and three years later gave it-
self a new constitution, reor-
ganizing the government to
make it more democratic.

AT&T management, staff to be
revamped in cost-cutting effort

NEW YORK (AP) -AT-and-T
Corp. is revamping its manage-
ment and staff once again. But
this time a new chairman is in the
hot seat at the largest U.S. tele-
communications carrier.

AT-and-T'sC.Michael Armstrong
plans Monday to unveil his strategy
for revitalizing the company, a cost-
cutting effort that is expected to pare
about 15,000 jobs fromits workforce
of 130,000. The plans come after the
company releases its quarterly finan-
cial report.

Armmstrongis alsoshakingupman-
agement as he puts his stamp on the
company. Jeffrey Weitzen, the head
of AT-and-T"s $22 billion business
division, quit last week to become
president and chief operating officer
of co

ter maker Gateway 2000.

Another top executive, Gail
McGovern,head of AT-and-T’scon-
sumer division, is likely to be reas-
signed.

Armstrong was hired in Octo-
ber to tum around AT-and-T,
which is struggling to protect its
shrinking share of the long-dis-
tance market as it expands into
new telecommunications areas,
such as local phone service and
fast-data Internet transmission.

In Armstrong’s biggest move
up to now, he orchestrated AT-
and-T’s planned $11.3 billion ac-
quisition of Teleport Communi-
cations Group Inc., a supplier of
local phone service to businesses.

Buthis cuts come just two years
after AT-and-T’s former chair-
man, Robert E. Allen, announced

it would slash 40,000 jobs in a
three-way breakup of AT-and-
T. AT-and-T never made all of
the cuts and its work force, ex-
cluding businesses it has sold,
currently stands at 1996 levels.

Analysts say the company
could cut many of the jobs in the
latest realignment simply by ad-
hering to some of the original
goals and through attrition, which
accounts for about 10,000 jobs
in a given year.

*“Many of the jobs didn’t get
cut. Hopefully, Armstrong will
dothis quickly, smoothly and let
the company get on with healing
and building,” said Jeffrey
Kagan, president of Kagan
Telecom Associates, an indus-
try consulting firm in Atlanta.

at a market in Jakarta Sunday. Markets are usually busy with shoppers buying new outfits and gifts for next
week’s Muslim festival of Idul Fitri but with Indonesia’s current economic crisis millions of the country’s
Muslims have been faced with belt tightening and sales have been down significantly. ae

‘By LAURA MECKLER
WASHINGTON (AP) - Aim-
ing to eliminate one of the
world’s worst disfiguring dis-
eases, the World Health Orga-
nization and a British drug
maker said Monday they are set
tolaunch a73-nation campaign.

The goal is to eradicate lym-
phatic filariasis, which often
leads to elephantiasis, the huge

Drug maker to donate medicine
in bid to eradicate elephantiasis

enlargement of the arms, legs and

" genital organs.

SmithKline Beecham PLC said
it will donate albendazole -stan-
dard treatment for the intestinal
parasites that cause the disease -
for at least 20 years, longer if
necessary.

The company estimated it will
donate 5 billion doses over 20
years, valued atabout $25 million

per year. It also plans to help
administer the program and of-
fer health education. .

“We've neverdone anything
on this scale before,” said Dr.
James Hill, SmithKline’s senior
vice president for corporate af-
fairs. “This is a tremendous op-
portunity for us to treat one of
the most disabling disfiguring
diseases in the world.”

Consul. . .

Continued from page 5

economy is not likely to remain
stagnant, expressing optimism on
long-term outlook for the coun-
try.

The Philippine peso plunged to
a record low of P46 to the US
dollarrecently. It has since gained
strength despite renewed weak-
ness in regional currencies.

The peso has appreciated
against the dollar fornine-straight
days in Jan. 21, starting Jan. 8.
Philippine officials expect the
peso to continue appreciating
though there was no mention of
what level they expect the local
currency to settle.

Philippine trade officials have
also said the country will be
among the first Southeast Asian
economies to recover from the

regionwide currency turmoil if
the country’s economic manag-
ers cap bring down interest rates
to lower levels and hold off infla-
tion at single-digit rates.

The Philippines’ inflation rate
in September last year reached
5.3 percent, the highest since
August 1996. Economists said this

is something to be happy about

since prices rose only that much
considering the rapid deprecia-
tion of the peso and high interest
rates.

Officials said prudent mon-
etary policy, coupled with an
equally prudent fiscal policy, will
help the country’s inflation at a
relatively manageable level even
when adjustments in wages and
in the prices of oil imports are
made.

International merchant bank
Merill Lynch is also confident
that the Philippines can weather

the currency storm, stressing that
though growth slowdown is in-
evitable these times of crisis, the
country will still be able to post a
gross domestic product growth of
4.5-5 percent this year.

NMHC. ..

Continued from page 9

ans who are not of NMI descent.

Since the program was created
by the US Congress and is being
administered by the US Depart-
ment of Veterans Affairs, NMHC
is unable to change the program
or open it up to all US veterans.

However, NMHC reminds all
individuals interested in obtain-
ing loans to build, rehabilitate , or
purchase a home, that it operates
a number of programs that are
open to almost every potential
home buyer.
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IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

UNION BANK,
Plaintiff,

V-
Juan L. Evangelista,
Defendant.

CIVIL ACTION NO. 94-1046

THIRD AMENDED NOTICE QF SALE

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN thal, pursuant
to an Amended Order issued by the Court in
this matteron May 22, 1996, t will sell, at public
auction, to the highest bidder, on the terms and
conditions set forth hereinbelow, all of the right,
title. and interest of Defendant in and to the
following properzy

Tract 22845-19 (part of original Tract
228435-REM, A.H. 31), as more particularly
described on Drawing/Cadastral PlatNo. 2083/
84, the original of which was recorded August
2, 1984, as Document No. 84-1398 at the Office
of the Commonwealth Recorder, Saipan.

Date, Time, and Place of Sale.

The sale will be held on Friday, February
13. 1998, at the hour of 1:00 p.m., at the law
offices of White, Pierce, Mailman & Nutting,
Joeten Center, Susupe, Salran Northern
Mariana Islands. The sale will be open to the
general public.

Inspection of Property . It is the
responsibility of each bidder to inspect the
property. Failure to inspect the property or any
portion thereof will not constitute ground for
any claim, adjustment, or rescission by any
buyer.

Warranties and Covenants. All property
listed for sale in this Notice will be sold in its
current condition, and at its current location.
The sale will be held without any warranties or
covenants whatsoever, whether express or
implied, including but not limited to warranties
of title, merchantability, and/or fitness for any
purpose whatsoever, al of which warranties and
covenant express or implied, with respect tothe

the undersigned nor the Plaintiff shall be liable
for the quafly of the propenty listed for sale in
this Notice, or for any fault or defect in the
descriptionthereof. Buyers shall not be entitled
to rescission, damages, or any other remedy on
account thereof.

Conduct of Sale.

a. Reserve. The reserve price on the
propenty offered for sale is $50,000.00. No bids
will be acccplcd below that figure.

b. Rights and duties of auctionger.
Consistent with the laws, customs, and usages
of the Commonwealth of the Northem Mariana
Islands governing auctions sales, the
undemgned shall have the following rights and
duties in conducting the auction sale: (1) to
withdraw the property listed for sale in this
Notice before sale or before a bid for such
progeny is accepted: (2) to adjourn the sale
without notice at any time before any specific

roperty is streck off, without incurring any
Fabnluv whatsoever thereby; and (3) to rcy:cl
on behalf of the seller, any or all bids, for any
reason.

c¢. Bids, Bids may be submitted in
advance for any or all of the property listed in
this Notice. The highest of such bids will
automatically be considered the opening bid for
the item. Advance bids may be submitied only
in writing, signed by the bidder, and delivered
10the law offices of White, Pierce, Mailman &
Nutting, Joeten Center, Susupe, Saipan,
Northem Mariana Islands. The bidder assumes
all risk of non-delivery, late delivery, or mis-
delivery of bids. Any person, including the
Plaintiff, may bid in person at the auction sale,
whether or not such person has submitted an
advance bid.

d. Disputes. The undersigned may
resubmit any property listed in this Notice if a
dispute arise as to any bid thereon.

Enforcement of Auction Sale.

a. Deposit. Every successful bidder shall
pay to the undersigned a deposit of ten percent
(10%) of the purchase price immediately after
the sale is consummated. Payment shal{bc in
cash or by cenified check. The balance must
be paid to the Plaintiff, in care of White, Pierce,
Mailman & Nutting, within three (3) days from
the date of sale, in cash or by certified check.
If the balance is not so paid, Plaintiff will retain
the deposit as liquidated damages, and will
again offer the propenty for sale.

b. Memorandum of Sale. If requested
by the undersigned, every successful bidder
must sign a Memorandum of Sale, immediately
after the sale of any property is struck off at
auction.

¢. Court Approval Required. Every sale
is SubJCCl to approval by the Court.  The
auctioncer makes no warranties or promises
with respect to court approval of the sale,
including but not limited to the time in which
such approval may be granted. No delay inthe
granting of court approval shall be ground for
any claim, adjustment, or rescission by an
successful bidder. The successful bidder wnf'
be promptly notified if and when court approval
is granted.

d. Removal or Storage of Personal
Property. The successful bidder shall have one
(1) working day after court approval of the sale
to remove any personal property purchased
from the place of sale. After the expiration of
this 24-hour period, the successful bidder shall
bear the entire risk of loss of or damage to such
property, and shall be liable for all expenses of

caring for and/or storing such propeny.

Change of Terms and (f)gndmgns The
undersigned and the Plaintiff reserve the right
to change any of the terms hereof by
announcement, written or oral, made before the
auction sale or at the commencement thereof,
and such change or changes, by virtue of this
clavse, shall Ec binding on all bidders by
constructive notice.

DATED, this 20th day of January, 1998;
/s/ JOHN B. JOYNER, Auctioneer

property listed for sale in this Notice. Neither *

“Titanic,’ ‘Spice Girls’ top box
office in Super Bowl 1 eekend

Actors and actresses portraying passengers of the Trtanlc row to safety aboard a Ilfeboat as the ill-fated ship
sinks into the ocean in this scene from the movie “Titanic.” **Titanic” captured a leading eight nominations for
the Golden Globe awards which will be presented Sunday, including selections for best dramatic motion picture
and best dramatic actor for Leonardo DiCapric. ap

By ROBERT JABLON
LOS ANGELES (AP) - “Ti-
tanic” hit the ranks of all-time
top-grossing films and the Spice
Girls’ first movie opened at No. 2
during the usually slow Super Bowl
weekend, according to industry esti-
mates Sunday.

James Cameron’sepic, boosted by
its four Golden Globe awards, had
about $25 million in ticket sales to

* hold the top spot for a sixth week. It

nowhasmade $274.3 milliontoplace
No. 10on the list of all-time domestic
moneymakers, according to Exhibi-
tor Relations Co., Inc.

Themoviebumped 1975’s Jaws,”
which had $260 million at the North
American box office.

*Spice World,” starring the inter-
nationally popular singing group,
eamed an unexpectedly high $11
million. The movie has a built-in
Spice Girls fan base and it also ap-
pealed to a young audience that was
less likely to be glued to the tube for
the Super Bowl, experts said.

The only othernew film in wide
release was ‘‘Phantoms.” The
thriller had a weak opening gross
of $3.1 million to tie for eighth
place with the comedy “Half-
Baked.”

“Wag the Dog,” a satire about
a presidential sex scandal, didn’t
seem to benefit from its real-life
counterpart-allegations that Presi-

dent Bill Clinton had an affair with
a former White House intern. Ticket
salesrose about S percentinthe Wash-
ington, D.C., area compared to the
previousweek, said Al Shapiro, presi-
dentofdomesticdistribution forNew
Line Cinema.

But overall, the film placed sixth
with $ 4.7 million, a drop of 27 per-
cent from the previous week.

“Fallen” fell sharply in its sec-
ond week, along with several other

movies. The demonic thriller star-
ring Denzel Washington was in
fifth place with $4.9 million,down
53 percent from the previous
week. “Hard Rain” was No. 7
with $3.7 million - a 54 percent
drop- followed by “Half-Baked,”
which had a 60 percent drop.
However, those percentagescom-
pared a three-day total to last
weekend’s four-day total, which
counted the Martin Luther King

Jr. holiday.

“Amistad” dropped off of the
top 10 list in its seventh week. It
was No. 12 with dlrs 1.8 million.

A trio of movies opened in
limited release.

“Swept from the Sea,” a ro-
mantic melodrama, earned
$180,000 on 55 screens. “The
Gingerbread Man,” a Robert
Altman-directed adaptation of a
John Grisham courtroom drama,
had $123,018 from eight screens,
and “Slappy and the Stinkers,” a
“Free Willy”-type film about a
sea lion, had $25,000 at 60 the-
aters.

Final figures were to be re-
leased Monday. .

The estimated grosses for the
top 10 movies at North American
theaters for Friday through Sun-
day:

1. “Titanic,” $25 million.

2. “Spice World,” $11 million.

3. “Good Will Hunting,”

$9.1 million.

4. “As Good As It Gets,”

$ 7.6 million.

5. “Fallen,” $4.9 million

6. “Wag the Dog,” $4.7 million.

7. “Hard Rain,” $3.7 million.

8. “Half-Baked,” $3.1 million.

9. “Phantoms,” $3.1 million.

10.“Tomorrow Never Dies,”

$2.7 million.

The Splce G/r/s ham it up for photographers at a promot/on for their upcom/ng movie “Splce World” durlng a
stop at Planet Hollywood in Chicago Tuesday. From left are: Victoria Adams (Posh Spice); Melanie Chisholm
(Sporty Spice); Emma Bunton (Baby Spice); Melanie Brown (Scary Spice); and Geri Halliwell (Ginger Spice).
On Tuesday it was announced that the group made the top of Mr. Blackwell's annual Worst Dressed Women

List. ap

Di memorial fund launches logo

LONDON (AP) - Inabid to -

prevent people cashing in on
Princess Diana’s name, her
memorial fund on Sunday
launched a distinctive logo
that will be attached to all of-
ficial Diana memorabilia.

Diana’s sons William, 15,and
Harry, 13, have approved the de-
sign, whichis Diana’sownsigna-
ture in purple, one of her favorite
colors, over the words Princess of
Wales Memorial Fund.

“The trustees wanted a logo
that would reflect. the nature
of the fund, which was set up
as a spontaneous memorial”
after Diana’s death in a Paris
car crash on Aug. 31, said a

fund spokesman, speaking
anonymously.

Within days of the tragedy,
a multi-million pound indus-
try in unauthorized memora-

bilia had sprung up, including"

T-shirts, plates, mugs and
dolls. Many of these traders
have refused to give any of
the proceeds to Diana’s fund.

Produced by London design
consultants Spencer Landor,
the logo will be used on all
products authorized by the Prin-
cess of Wales Memorial Fund,
which raises money for Diana’s
favorite causes.

“It not only reflects the
princess’s personality, but also

accurately fits the brief to keep it
simple and contemporary, yet
timeless,” said creative part-
ner John Spencer.

Mishcon de Reya, the legal

firm that acts for the fund, has
registered herimage as a trade-
mark to prevent unauthorized
dealers using it to make
money.

in the 1950s.

as well - by the age of 3.

Japanese music teacher dies, 99
TOKYO (AP) - Shinichi Suzuki, who pioneered a method of
teaching very young children to play instruments, died Monday at
the age of 99, Japanese media reports said.
Suzuki, head of a world-renowned musical instruction msutute
developed what became known as the “Suzuk1 method” of teachmg

Suzuki died early Monday morning from acute heart faxlure athis
home in central Japan’s Matsumoto city, Kyodo News reported.

The Suzuki method is based on the concept that by listening and
imitationchildren can learn to speak any language - and play musw,

et — i

REXEUEET VO

TUESDAY, JANUARY 27, 1998 -MARIANAS VARIETY NEWS AND VIEWS-21

> Marianas “Variety 3,

Classified Ads Section

DEADLINE: 12:00 noon the day prior to publication

NOTE: If some reason your advertisement is incorrect, call us
immediately to make the necessary comrections. The Marianas Variety
News and Views is responsbole only for one incomect insertion. We
reserve the right to edit, refuse, reject or cancel any ad at any time. |
" )

Employment Wanted

Job Vacanc
Announceme t

01 ASSISTANT MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$2,500.00 per month

02 PHYSICAL THERAPIST-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00 per month

01 OPERATIONS MANAGER-Sal-
ary:$2,500.00 per month

Contact: HIS, INC. dba Masa Shiatsu
Studio Tel. 233-2525(1/27)T70228

02 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour

01 WAITER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: WILLA INTERNATIONAL LIM-
ITED dba Hai Huang Restaurant Tel.
233-6688(2/3)T25242

01 BARTENDER-Salary:$750.00 per
month

Contact: SUNRA CORPORATION dba
Cafe De Mari Tel. 233-8181(2/3)T25243

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary:$4.25 per hour
Contact: PACIFIC OCEAN CORPORA-
TION (U.S.A.) dba Flower King Karaoke
Tel. 233-8866(2/3)T25239

01 WAITRESS-Salary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: PERFECT FANTASTIC COR-
PORATION dba Momiji Karacke Club
Tel. 235-6706(2/3) 725240

02 DELIVERY HELPER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: TRANSAMERICA CORPORA-
TION Tel. 234-1629(2/3)T70316

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.50-4.50
per hour

Contact: TORRES REFRIGERATION,
INC. Tel. 234-6098(2/3)T25250

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.05 per hour
03 SECURITY GUARD-Salary:$3.05
per hour
Contact: JOSEPH T. TORRES dba
Courtney's Plaza Tel. 234-6098(2/
3)T25249

02 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$5.00-7.00
per hour

Contact: PACIFIC ISLAND AVIATION,
INC. Tel. 288-7401(2/3)770319

01 CHEF DE PARTIE-Salary:$3.50-
4.00 per hour

01 SALES REPRESENTATIVE-Sal-
ary:$900.00-1,500.00 per month
Contact: AQUA RESORT CLUB
SAIPAN CO., LTD. dba Aqua Resort
Club (2/3)T70322

02 CARPENTER-Salary:$4.00 per hour
Contact: PACIFIC SUBSEA SAIPAN
INC. Tel. 322-7734(2/3)T25251

01 COOK-Salary:$3.30-3.50 per hour
Contact: LSG LUFTHANSA SERVICE
SAIPAN, INC. Tel. 234-8258(2/
3)T25253

01 ABLE BODIES (SEAMAN)-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: TUGS AND PILOTS, INC. Tel.
322-7788(2/3)T70323

01 COMPUTER OPERATOR-Sal-
ary:$5.00 per hour

Contact: J. SCOTT MAGLIARI dba J.
Scott Magliari, CPA Tel. 233-0456(2/
3)T25246

01 CLEANER (COMMERCIAL)-Sal-
ary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: NEO FASHION INC. dba Neo
Fashion Inc. Tel. 234-9642(2/3)T25254

01 BAKER HELPER-Salary:$4.50 per
hour

Contact: MEITETSU SHOPPING CEN-
TER, INC. dba Meitetsu Mart/Penny's
Meitetsu (Rota) Tel. 234-6230(2/
3)T25255

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE RE-
PAIRER-Salary:$3.05 per hour

Contact: PEDRO C.AJUDY |.
PANGELINAN dba P & J Ent. Tel. 234-

8655(2/3) 725257
*® o * o ' -
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01 (MAINTENANCE MECHANIC)
TELEPHONE-Salary:$800.00 per
month

01 TELEPHONE INSTALLER-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.75 per hour

01 COOK-Salary:$500.00 per month
01 H.E. MECHANICS-Salary:$3.05-3.50
per hour

03 CABLE SPLICER-Salary:$3.05-3.75
per hour

Contact: ORIENTAL ENTERPRISES
INC., dba Marianas Communication
Services Tel. 234-7878(2/10)T70424

01 BUILDING MAINTENANCE
REPAIRE-Salary:$4.12-4.50 per hour
Plus $300.00/mo. housing allowance
and up to $180.00/mo. for extra hauling
with own truck Tel. 234-6687(2/
10)T25327

01 MANAGER-Saiary:$3.05 per hour
Contact: MING DYNASTY INVEST-
MENT CORP. dba Ming Palace Chinese
Rest. Tel. 234-1005(2/10)T25323

01 CARPENTER-Salary:$3.30 per hour
01 ELECTRICIAN-Salary:$3.05 per
hour

Contact: PEDRO C. SAN NICOLAS dba
Pab Const. & Manpower Services Tel.
322-3045(2/10)T25324

02 SCUBA DIVING INSTRUCTOR-Sal-
ary:$1,000.00 per month

Contact: BIG DOG CORPORATION
dba Big Dog Dive Station Saipan Tel.
322-2363(2/10)T25325

03 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$5.00-7.00
per hour

Contact: PACIFIC ISLAND AVIATION,

INC. Tel. 234-3600(2/10)T70422

01 DRESSMAKER-Salary:$650.00 per
month

Contact: TEODOSIA V. DAVIS dba
Arabella's Dress Shop (2/10)T25329

01 SUPERVISOR-Salary:$9.00 per hour
Contact: TROPICAL COLOR FILM
DEV. CENTER MIC. INC. dba Tropical
Color Tel. 234-6306(2/10)T25328

01 ACCOUNTANT-Salary:$3.50-4.95
per hour

01 WAITRESS, RESTAURANT-Sal-
ary:$3.05-3.52 per hour

Contact: SAIPAN HOTEL CORP. dba
Hafadai Beach Hotel Tel. 234-6495(2/
10)T70433

150 SEWING MACHINE OPERATOR-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

20 MACHINE PRESSER-Salary:$3.05
per hour

20 QUALITY CONTROL CHECKER-
Salary:$3.05 per hour

05 ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT-Sal-
ary:$4.00 per hour

05 COOK-Salary:$3.05 per hour

02 ACCOUNTANT- Salary $5.00-9.00
per hour

20 CUTTER/MACHINE -Salary:$3.05
per hour

Contact: MARIANA FASHIONS, INC.
Tel. 234-860795(2/10)T25330
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Section’in

APARTMENT FO._R. RENT

Quiet Two (2) Bedrooms - Swimming Pool
Tennis Court

KANNAT GARDENS

(Near Northern Marianas College)

235-5686 (8:30 AM to 5:30 PM, Weekdays)
235-5849 (6:00 PM to 9:00 PM, Everyday)

$370/month, uility excluded
Furnished, in Xoblerville
Quiet, smgle or couple only
Day-234-1233 « Eve-288-2222

APARTMENT FOR RENT
RO

ROYLE CONDO
233-7188 (MR. LU)

DODGE RAM MODEL # 1987 180° ucg:EuEJ gwls'ltémwsw
CARGO VAN
CALL: TONY OR MICHELLE
288-6617/18 AT 288-2060 or 235-5572/4
APARTMENT FOR RENT
STUDIO TYPE

CHEVROLET 1973
STEP VAN
288-6617/18

WANTED

One (1) GENERAL MAINTENANCE/
ELECTRICIAN
Salary: $3.50 pe thour

Apply in person at NIIZEKI INTERNATIONAL SAIPAN €O, 1.TD,

or call Tel. No. 234-5050

WANTED

WE ARE LOOKING FOR
A CONCRETE HOUSE W/ 1-BR
OR 2-BR PREFERABLY
$400-$450/MONTH RENT
LOCATED IN GARAPAN/SAN
JOSE OR CHALAN KANOA

CALL: 235-5609

OF

or

IPIRIEWVIENTTITION
is as simple as...

= ABSTAIN
BE FAITHFUL

= CONDOM USE

..it's your choice

CONFIDENTIAL

FREE TESTING
| 2345100 - 24 HOURS |

LET US KEEP CNMI LITTER FREE.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF TIIE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

UNION BANK OF CALIFORNIA,
Plaintiff,

_v.

MA. THERESA E. QUITUGUA, aka MA.
THERESA EUGENIO QUITUGUA.
Defendant.

CIVILACTION NO. 97-1228

SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION
TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and
notified to file any answer you wish to make
to the Complaint, a copy of which is served
upon you hereby, within twenty-one (21) days
after the fourth publication of this Summons,
and to deliver or mail a copy of your answer
to White, Pierce, Mailman & Nutting, the
Plaintiff°s Attorneys, whose address is P.O.
box 5222, Saipan, MP 96950, as soon as
practicable after filing your answer or sending
it to the Clerk of Courts for filing.

Your answer should be in writing and filed
with the Clerk of this Court at Susupe, Saipan.
It may be prepared and signed for you by your
counsel and sent to the Clerk of this Court by
messenger or mail. It is not necessary for you
to appear personally until further notice. If
you fail to answer in accordance with this
Summons, judgment by default may be taken
against you for the relief demanded in the
Complaint.

By order to the above court:

Is/Deputy Clerk of Count
DATED, this 23rd day of January, 1998.

IN THE SUPERIOR COURT OF THE
COMMONWEALTH OF THE NORTHERN
MARIANA ISLANDS

PACIFIC FINANCIAL CORPORATION,
Plaintiff,

.V.

JOSEPH JUAN M. CRUZ. aka JOSE
JUAN M. DELA CRUZ,

Defendant.
CIVIL ACTION NO. 98-27
SUMMONS FOR PUBLICATION

TO THE ABOVE-NAMED DEFENDANT:

YOU ARE HEREBY SUMMONED and
notified to file any answer you wish to make
the Complaint, a copy of which is served
upon you hereby, within twenty-one (21) days
after the fourth publication of this Summons,
and to deliver or mail a copy of your answer
to White, Pierce, Mailman & Nutting, the
Plaintiff’s Attorney, whose address is P.O.
Box 5222, Saipan, MP 96950, as soon as
practicable after filing your answer or sending
itto the Clerk of Courts for filing.

Your answer should be in writing and fied
with the Clerk of this Court at Susupc Saipan.
Itmay be prepared and signed for you by your
counsel and sent to the Clerk of this Court by
messenger or mail. It is not necessary for you
o appear personally until further notice. If
you fail to answer in accordance with this
Summons, judgment by default may be taken
against you for the relief demanded in the
Complaint,

By order to the above court:

/s/Deputy Clerk of Court

DATED, this 20th duy of Junuary, 1998,

Use colop
and sales
will

blast

Add one colorto your newspaper
adand sales will really take off. In
fact,whenyouuse onecolorsales
will increase an average of
43%*Call us today to place your
ad and get sales flying

234-6341 /7578 / 9797
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EEK & MEEK® by Howie Schnelder

ACTUALLY, THE FIRST FORTY-
EIGHT YEARS ARE THE ALY
ONES T AU QAL MY QU

IT MUST GIVE YO0 GREAT
PLEASLRE TO LOOK BACKK 0N

CROSSWORD PUZZLER

© 1954 Unseg Feaure Sye3cam iec

ASK YOUR DO6 TO g8
COME OUT AND PLAY
SCHASE THE STICK ”

* THANK YOU FOR YOUR OFFER
TO COME OUT AND PLAY..WE
ARE BUSY AT THIS TIME,
HOWEVER AND CANNOT ACCEPT -
YOUR OFFER ..WE HOPE YOU
WILL BE S5UCCESSFUL ELSEWHERE”

D065 HAVE
REJECTION SLIPS 7

© 1595 United Feature Syndicate, inc.

STELLA WILDER

YOUR BIRTHDAY

By Stella Wilder

Born today, you are likely
to enjoy a key opportunity
when you are young that will
open doors for you and
present you with the poten-
tial for professional success
thatisenjoyed only by a few.
Follow up on all such op-
tions in life and you will
never want for the stuff of
dreams. You must remem-
ber, however, that even suc-
cess can be limiting, and
your interests are so varied
and your talents so many that
a single profession may not
be enough for you. You al-
ways need to be free to ex-
plore other things that strike
your fancy atany given time.

You can be a highly physi-
cal person, but you also
know what it means to sit
back and relax. You can be
threatening without saying

. a word, and yet your words
are often soothing and com-
forting. You have the mak-
ings of a fine parent — partly
because you always will be
part-child!

Also born on this date are:
Mikhail Baryshnikov,
dancer and actor; Cris
Collinsworth, football
player.

To see what is in store for
you tomorrow, find your
birthday and read the corre-
sponding paragraph. Let
your birthday star be your
daily guide.

WEDNESDAY, JAN. 28
AQUARIUS (Jan. 20-Feb.
18) — You may have to work
hard today to push through a

deal that others may object to -

for reasons that are not easily
understood.

PISCES (Feb. 19-March
20) — A friend or loved one
may be asking too much of
yourightnow. You are in need
of a little more nurturing at
this time.

ARIES (March 21-April
19) — You must be ready and
willing to delegate authority
today, or you're not going to
get everything done. You are
inover your head on your own.

TAURUS (April 20-May
20) — You won’t have all the
answers today, so you must
ask others to give you the time
you need to investigate and
explore possibilities.

GEMINI (May 21-June 20)
— Someone you've worked
with for a long time may be
getting a little too big for his
or her britches. Make it clear:
you're equal partners!

CANCER (June 21-July
22) — A formidable adver-
sary in the past proves a trusted
ally when the time comes to-
day. You will be surprised by
this change of heart!

LEO (July 23-Aug. 22) —
You have more to do today
than you had planned, and yet
you have a handle on the most
difficult of your responsibili-
ties. You can do it!

VIRGO (Aug. 23-Sept. 22)
— Put on paper, things may
look complicated. If you are
willing to take the time, you
can clarify things by speaking
with others in person.

LIBRA (Sept. 23-Oct. 22)
— You may have the sneaking
suspicion that someone is tak-
ing advantage of you at this
time. Trust your instincts; take
appropriate action.

SCORPIO (Oct. 23-Nov.
21) — You may be so eager to
make progress today that you
are unable to enjoy where you
are right now. Take the time
to look around a little!

SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 22-
Dec. 21) — What begins
quicklyisn’tlikely tolastlong
today, but what starts slowly
and deliberately can be along-
term pleasure.

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22-
Jan. 19) — An interruption
during morning hours may put
you behind schedule for a
while. Think fast and cleverly,
and you can make up for lost
time.

Copyright 1998, United Feature Syndicate, Inc.

Then there’s the little New Yorker
who thought part of the Lord’s Prayer
said “and lead us not into Penn Station.”

Nature study note: A paradox is
made up of two quackers.

When someone recounts a mishap
with the words “I thought,” you can

bet your bottom dollar that’s what he

didn’t do.

ACROSS 38 “El —"
39 “Now | — !
1 Sharp blows me down ..." Answer to Previous Puzzie
5 Doom 40 Symbeol for
9 Nahoor 41cer|iun; O|RIOBREINI I |IDISEEB| | [T
sheep = e rew HU[DJML|OIVIE[DJOIL [E
12 Ireland 42 Gallop, e.g.
13 Novelist 44 See 42 M|E[DIA|IL|SIBWIA[LILIEIT
Hunter Down SITIE| | INMK]{ T
14 l?moter| 46 Stl:jn diver's IHTIO/RERRIAINIEL|O|O]P
15 Lets fall . attire
17 Rapture (2 wds.) NI1INIE(S BRTIOIRERNICIO
19 Exclusive 48 Dart BILEMEIP!I M IABBAI|L
right 51 Before ED[HEYAIMMBI{IAILIY
21 Gershwin, 5 ,(:p(hetic) DIEIAIRIENIAIB SINIA[P
et al. ollows
22 Foot part cinco TIOJOMMCIU|R]L Y
24 Copper 54 Concluding PIEIB|IB|L EJLI[E[EIWALY
o5 SéymbO| must,jcal AINOBSDIE[A[L [TERAIN|D
ummer section
drink 55 And not TIEIXEMERIAISIEREVIEIS
26 Everyone 56 Engrave 1-27 © 1998 United Feature Syndicate
27 Enough with acid
29 Willis ID 57 Listen 6 Thorough- 18 Neat
31 — Angeles fare 20 Acclaim
32 Des Moines DOWN 7 Savoir faire 22 Healthy
St. 8 Abstract 23 North
33 Film alien 1 Cerise being Carolina
34 Roman 2 Broadcast 9 Portion school
1,051 3 Drives 1C Space org. 25 *— girl”
35 — garde onward 11 Grant and 27 Sympathy
36 Canadian 4 Flower part Irving 28 More recent
capital 5 Iron symbol 16 — Louis, Mo. 29 Sonar
reading
T B B B 7B 10 |11 30 Broad
34 Former tennis
2 13 4 player John
36 Horse food
1 17 37 Pertaining to
vinegar
1 39 Liquid
measure
z: 41 Veranda
42 With 44
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Broadway's
1 “Sweet
Charitg"
43 Danis!
= island
44 — Nam
45 Yes, in
Moscow
47 Exploit
49 Harem room
% 50 State of
conflict
1 53 Henie 1D
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SOLVE THE REBUS BY WRITING
IN THE NAMES OF THE PICTURE
CLUES AND ADDING OR SUBTRACTING THE LETTERS.

WHAT COULD YOU
CALL A MIRACLE
PRUG <
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Parnevik wins first U.S. tour crown

By MEL REISNER
SCOTTSDALE, Arizona (AP) -
JesperPamevik,arunnerupfivetimes
on the PGA Tour, won for the first
time Sunday, breaking away in the
final six holes to win the Phoenix
Open.

Pamevik, from Sweden, had bird-
iesonthe 14th, 15thand 17thholesto
winby three strokesata 1 5-under-par
269. He shot a final-round 67 and
collected $450,000.

Steve Pate, Tommy Armour I,
Brent Geiberger and Tom Watson
tied for second at 272. Each eamed
$165,000.

The 32-year-old Pamevik alsoshot
269 last year, but finished a distant
second to Steve Jones, who set tour-
nament records at 26-under and 258.
It was the first of five runnerup spots
forPamevik, whoalsohada third and
won$1,217.587in 19events without
avictory.

But Sunday was Pamevik’s tum.
He became the first first-time winner
on the tour this year.

The Phoenix toumament, third on

the tourschedule, increased itspayout
dirs I millionthis yearto$2.5 million.
Pamevik’s purse boosted him from
Jast (86th) on the money list to first
with.a total of $450,463.
Pamevikbecame the second Swede
to win on this tour, joining Gabriel
Hientstedt, the 1997 B.C. Open cham-
pion. EarlierSunday, Helen Alfredsson
of Sweden won an LPGA event.
Pamevik started the round tied with
Scott Verplank. Both were 1 1-under,
with a two-shot lead over Paul
Stankowski, and three shots ahead of
Frank Lickliter, Vijay Singh and de-
fending champion Steve Jones.
Watson and Geiberger were four
shots back, but shot 66s. Armourand
Pate did even before, with 64s.
Thelattertwosharedtheleadbriefly
at 13-underwithahole togo. Buteach
bogeyed No. 18 to take the luster off
what had been sensational rounds.
Billy Andrade and Glen Day were
paired at 274, with Lickliter, Dudley
Hart, John Huston and Scott
McCarron a stroke behind.
Jones struggled toa 76 and a final

281, 23 off his course record. Phil
Mickelson, the 1996 winner,hada75
and 286.

Pate and Armour, playing seven
groups ahead of Pamevik's three-
some, reached 13-under after Pate
birdied No. 17 and Armour rolled in
a three-meter (15-foot) putt for an
eagle-3.

ButPate's approachshoton No. 18
wasoverthe green,andhe two-putted
for bogey after the chip, and Armour
pulled his tee shot into a lake. He had
tosink athree-meter(15-foot) putt for
his bogey-5.

Parnevik broke out of the pack
with a spectacular birdie at No. 14,
curling along puttlefttoright overan
undulation in the green.

He had an easier putt on the next
hole.

On No. 17, he drove the 332-yard
(303-meter) hole but wasoff the green
to the right. He chipped on within a
foot (30centimeters) of the pin for his
seventh birdie of a round that also
included twobogeyson the frontnine
and one on No. 12,

Jesper Parnevik, of Sweden, holds up his first place trophy after winning
the Phoenix Open golf tournament Sunday in Scottsdale, Ariz. Parnevik
won $450,000 with his 15-under-par total of 269. ap

Hingis wins

By PHIL BROWN
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP)
- For the first time in this Austra-
lian Open, women's defending
champion Martina Hingis wasn't
put on Center Court. She would
not have used it long anyway.

After a three-hour rain delay,
Hingis needed only 38 minutes to
advance to the quarterfinals with
26-0,6-0drubbing of Indonesia’s
Yayuk Basuki on Court 1, a sta-
dium that seats 6,000. Hingis al-
lowed Basuki only 17 points in
the 12 games.

No. 2 seed Linsday Davenport,
No. 5 Mary Pierce and No. 7
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario all had
won 2-0 earlier, but in more than

in 38 minutes; Escude advances to quarterfinals

40 minutes.

No. 10 Anke Huber, a finalist
here in 1996 in her best Grand
Slamtodate, reached the quarters
by coming back from 1-4 in the
final set to beat No. 3 Amanda
Coetzer, a semifinalist the last
two years, 2-6, 6-4, 7-5.

No. 8 Conchita Martinez ad-
vanced to the quarterfinals with a
6-3, 6-3 victory over Austria’s
Barbara Schett. No. 9
Sandrine Testud stopped the run
of Thailand's Tamarine
Tanasugarn, conqueror of French
Open champion Iva Majoli, 3-6,
6-1, 6-2.

France had mixed fortunes in
men’s action.

Nicolas Escude, a former jun-
ior star starting to find his way in
the big time, beat Wimbledon
semifinalist Todd Woodbridge
and became the first Frenchman
in five years to reach the Austra-
lian Open quarterfinals.

Escude, who climbed from the
400s to aranking of 79th last year,
erased an early lead by the Aus-
tralian and won 7-6 (7-4), 6-3, 6-
2inamatch played underaclosed
roof on Center Court because of
the rain.

Germany's Nicolas Kiefer
eliminated France’s Guillaume
Raoux 6-3, 6-4, 7-5, and now will
play Escude. Woodbridge
took a quick 4-1 lead but was

unable to serve out the first set at
5-3.and lost a 3-1 lead in the
tiebreak. *“He played a bit
more solid and he made few un-
forced errors on big points,” said
Woodbridge, who reached the last
16 by upsetting big-serving Greg
Rusedski, the No. 5 seed.

*I had so many chances and I
just couldn’t get a bit of luck or
something to go my way,” he
added, noting that on one of his
break points, a shot by Escude,
headed out, hit the net cord and
bounced back inside the line.
Woodbridge managed to convert
only one of nine break points,
served five double faults and suf-
fered 50 unforced errors to 40 by

Broncos .

Continued from page 24

spite a lot of sloppiness - 15 pen-
alties and five turnovers by the
twoteams. Elway’s mistake came
at the Green Bay 22 when the
Broncos had achance to go ahead
by more than a touchdown late in
the third quarter.

Butotherwise, it wastwoheavy-
weights going punch for punch -
Favre threw for three TDs, two to
Antonio Freeman, and Davis ran
for three.

Each team scored a touchdown
on its first possession, the first
time that's ever happened in a
Super Bowl. Then Denver
jumpedtoa17-7lead beforea 17-
play, 95-yard drive by the Pack-
ers, second longest in Super Bowl
history. That cut it to 17-14 at
halftime and Green Bay seemed
to have momentum.

But Elway engineered a 92-
yard drive of his own to give the
Broncos a 24-17 lead. Then, after
Elway threw the interception, the
Packers went 85 yards in just four
plays to tie it.

The third quarter did not start
well for Denver.

Davis fumbled onhis firstcarry
of the second half, and Brian Wil-

liamsrecovered at the Denver 26.

That led to Ryan Longwell’s
27-yard field goal that tied it at
17. An offside penalty on a suc-
cessful 39-yard kick had given
the Packers a second chance at a
TD, but they couldn’t take advan-
tage.

Late in the third quarter, the
Broncos drove 92 yards on 13
plays for a touchdown on Davis’
1-yard run. Elway combined with
Ed McCaffrey on a 36-yard play
and helped set up the score with
an 8-yard scramble that ended
when he was sandwiched by tack-
lers and spun around in the air at
the Green Bay 4.

Then came a bizarre sequence.

Freeman fumbled the kickoff
and Denver’s Tim McKyer re-
covered at the Green Bay 22. But
on the next play, Elway's pass
into the end zone was intercepted
by Eugene Robinsonand returned
to his own 15.

The Packers then tied it two
minutes later on Favre’s 13-yard
pass to Freeman at the end of
another long drive -85 yards on
four plays, helped by a 25-yard
pass interference call on Gordon.

Green Bay struck first, just4:02
into the game, on a 22-yard pass
from Favre to Freeman. Freeman
split the Denver secondary, beat-
ing safety Steve Atwater after

Gordon blitzed.

But the key play of the 76-yard,
seven-play drive was the second,
when Favre managed tothrow the
ball away after Neil Smith and
Maa Tanuvasa seemed to have
him trapped for a sack.

Denver came right back, going
58 yards on 10 plays.

The key was a defensive hold-
ing call on Green Bay's Doug
Evans as Elway threw an incom-
plete pass on third-and-10 from
the Packers 46.

On the next play, Davis went
27 yards around leftend to the 14.

Elway scrambled to the 2, and
then Davis wentin from the | two
plays later to tie it at 7.

Soon after, Tyrone Braxton in-
tercepted Favre, setting up a 45-
yard, eight-play drive capped by
Elway's 1-yard rollout into the
end zone on the first play of the
second quarter.

Less than three minutes later it
was 17-7 on Jason Elam’s 51-
yardfield goal. It was setup when
Atwater blitzed Favre, hithim
and forced a fumble that Smith
recovered at the Green Bay
33.

Tiger. ..

Continued from page 24

wilted in the tropical heat.

The two were tied at nine-under-
par, 279, after 18 holesoverthe 7,099-
yard (6,490-meter) course at the Blue
Canyon Country Club course in
Phuket, an island resort 690 kilome-
ters (428 miles) south of Bangkok.

Woods had said after finishing his
round that his chances of winning
were “probably not good” consider-
ing how well the South African, the
world’s third-ranked golfer, had
played this week.

Woods, who finished his round
nearly two hours earlier, was called
back from the clubhouse after Els

bogeyed the 17th hole, placing him
one stroke behind the American.

Woods rushed to the practice tees,
only to find there were no golf balls.
Heended uptaking only five orseven
practice swings before resuming play,
his caddie Mike Cowan said.

“I'was pretty nervousonthe greens
because I hadn't had any pructice
putting,” Woods said. “When 1
warmed up, [ hit the ball as hard as 1
could to get the adrenaline in my
system going.”

Els and Woods played the 18th
twice for the play-off. On the first
round, Woods drove the ball deep, at
least 40 yards (meters) past Els, but
chipped his ball onto the fringe of the
green past the pin, and two-putted for
par.

Escude.

Escude was ranked as low as
No. 415 last February, and his
best previous Grand Slam result
was reaching the third round of
last year’s French Open. But he
since has won twice against French
Openchampion Gustavo Kuerten,
including a second-round victory
here.

Sportsbit .

Continued from page 24

referee, coach or an advisor are
asked to attend this meeting.
*Kk

THIS is to inform all the partici-
pants of the Buffaloes Fun Run
that Marianas Visitors Bureau will
be conducting an orientation at
the MVB Office located former
Professional Buildingin San Jose.

The orientation will be on Fri-
day, January 30 from 5:00 p.m. to
5:30 p.m. All Japanese speaking
participants are asked to attend
the 5:00 p.m. orientation and all
others at 5:30 p.m.

Important matters will be dis-
cussed during the orientation so
we ask that all participants be
present. We will be accepting
applicantsonthisday, if you have
notregistered please do soon this
day.

For more information, please
call MVB for Ed Diaz or Jack
Diaz at 664-3214 or 664-3210.

*kk
ALL interested person urged to
attend their first meeting on
Wednesday, January 28th, 7:30
p.m. at the Corner Pocket in
Garapan.

Formore information plese con-
tact Fred or Ki at 233-POOL.

(P.T. Castro)
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SuperBowl

Broncos win

By DAVE GOLDBERG
SANDIEGO (AP) - John Elway
and the Denver Broncos won a
Super Bowl for themselves and
the AFC by beating the Green
Bay Packers 31-24 Sunday in one
of the most exciting champion-
ship games ever.

It gave the 37-year-old Elway
His first win in four-tries and the
American Football Conference its
firstin 14. Sure, he had help.

He got it from Terrell Davis,
who gained 157 yards in 30 car-
ries and scored on three I-yard
runs, including the winner with
1:45 left in the game. Davis, the
Most Valuable Player, did it de-
spite a migraine that caused him
to miss most of the second quar-
ter.

For Elway, carried off the field
by his teammates, this was vindi-
cation in perhaps his last shotat a
title. He rode off as the oldest
quarterback ever to win a Super
Bowl.

“For all the Broncos fans who
never had this feeling, we finally
got it done,” Elway said.

“You wonder if you’re going
towinorif you’re going torunout
of years.”

The victory kept Denver from
becoming the first team ever to

-

lose five - it lost one in 1978,
before Elway arrived.

The

/

S

¥

AFC, which hadn’t won since the
Raiders, theninLos Angeles, beat
Washington 38-9 in 1984,

Denver Broncos quarterback John Elway holds up the Lombardi trophy
following the Broncos’ Super Bow! XXXIl 31-24 win over the Green Bay
Packers at San Diego’s Qualcomm Stadium Sunday. ap

Elway'’s first season.

The final chance for the de-
fending champion Packers ended
whenJohn Mobley knocked down
Brett Favre’s pass from the Den-
ver 31 with 28 seconds left. That
made the two-touchdown under-
dog Broncos the second wild-card
team to win the Super Bowl.

“They disrespected us all
week,” Denvertightend Shannon
Sharpe said. “Everybody
direspected us. They never faced
a running game like ours. They
never faced a quarterback like
ours. They never faced a coach
who putsina game plan like Mike
Shanahan.”

The Packers hurt themselves
with three critical penalties late in
the game. They included a hold-
ing call and a false start on rookie
left tackle Ross Verba that bottled
Green Bay deep, and a face mask
on Darius Holland that gave the

Broncos 15 key yards on their

game-winning 49-yard drive.

But it was Elway’s game.

“Inkind of a strange way - John
Elway, I’ve alwaysenjoyed him,”
Packers coach Mike Holmgren
said. "I just wished he hadn’tdone
it against me.”

Elway scrambled 8 yards to set
up a touchdown, and scored on a

I-yard run - a lot like the young
Elway. He finished 12-of-22 for
122 yards and threw one end-zone
interception.
If this wasn’t the best Super
Bowl ever, it was close to it, de-
Continued on page 23
Sportsbit
THIS is to inform all teams
that the Saipan Softball Asso-
ciation is still accepting late
registration for all women’s
softball team for the upcom-
ing league.

Final registration has been
push back until January 29,
and tentatively the league will
start on February 21st. So if
you haven’t sign up please do
s0.

The women’s league will
be played on Saturday’s until
the Men’s Division B finishes
and it will be scheduled for
Tuesday and Thursdays.

This league will determine
the All Stars Women'’s Soft-
ball Team for the Micronesian
Games on August of this year. -

For more information,

please contact Joe Torres at
234-6098

fokx .

Arazi surprises Sampras-
but can’t beat him

By PHIL BROWN
MELBOURNE, Australia (AP)
-Hicham Arazi only amazed Pete
Sampras. He didn’t beat him.

Maybe it was because Sampras
didn’t let the match go on long
enough.

Twice, the left-handed Mo-
roccan, who is about the same
size as Michael Chang, had
rebounded from trailing 1-2
in sets and won in five. The
first time was against big-serv-
ing No. 5 sced Mark
Philippoussis.

The No. 47-ranked Arazi had a
set point against Sampras in the

points - five of them in a mara-
thon tiebreak - to take the set on
his way to a 7-6 (11-9), 6-4, 6-4
advance into the quarterfinals.

“He was one of the quickest
players I have ever played. He is
up there with Chang with foot
speed,” said Sampras.

THE Saipan Youth Football
League will hold an annual
meeting on today, January 27
at the Joeten-Kiyu Library at
6:00 p.m.

Agenda:

a. Elections of officers for
the 1998/99 Football Season

All community members
interested in being an Officer,

Continued on page 23

Green Bay Packers’ Tyroe Williams (37) breaks up a pass intended for
Denver Broncos’ Rod Smith during the fourth quarterof Super Bowl XXX!!
atQualcomm Stadium in San Diego Sunday, Jan. 25, 1998. The Broricos

first set, but the defending cham-
pion responded with an ace.

defeated the Packers 31-24.ap

By ROBERT HORN
PHUKET, Thailand (AP) - Tiger
Woods mounted an amazing come-
back Sunday in the final round of the
800,000 pounds ($1.3 million)
Johnnie Walker Classic, defeating
defending champion Emie Els by
one stroke in a thrilling two-hole
play-off.

A crowd of about 4,000 spectators
exploded in cheers as Woods sank a
14-foot (4.5-meter) putt on the 18th

‘iger Woods makes amazing comeback

green for his first tournament victory
of the year, and one of his most
dramatic ever.

“Yeah!” Woods screamed, pump-
ing his right fist in the air three times,
as his mother, Kultida, a native of
Thailand, rushed to the green to em-
brace her son.

“I've neverdone anything like that
as a professional,” Woods said later,
noting he once came back to win
from nine strokes down on the final

But Sampras needed six sct

day of a junior tournament, “'It was
pretty amazing,”

Woods, who hadn’t played well
during the first three rounds, started
the day two-under par and eight
strokes behind Els, who was leading
the first event of the 1998 European
tour.

But Woods, the top-ranked player
in the world, came on strong, shoot-
ing a seven-under-par 65, while Els

Continued on page 23

Tiger Woods watches the f/igh of is playoff tee sht from he 18th e

at Blue Canyon Country Club Sunday at the Johnnie Walker Classic in

Phuket, Thailand. ap
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