REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

June 15, 1942

MEMORANDUM

To: Archibald MacLeish, Director
From: Bureau of Intelligence

Re: Treatment of Enemy Aliens

Along the Eastern Seaboard in cities with high concentration of German
and Italian population, the people are much less suspicious of the
Italian aliens than they are of the German aliens. Although they think
theoretically that Germans become Americanized at about the same rate

as the ltalians do, they are twice as likely to think that most of the
German aliens are disloyal. And when they are asked to name which group
is most dangerous, there are forty who name Germans for every single
person who names the Iltalians. The majority is inclined to feel that
the treatment of the German aliens has not been strict enough, but there
is a question as to how much the population knows about the treatment

of enemy aliens. On the other hand, the majority favors lenient and
individual treatment of the Italian aliens. The attached table summarizes
the attitudes.

There are, however, differences between cities. Philadelphia is most
suspicious; most anxious to see drastic moves. New Haven is least
suspicious of the cities surveyed. New York and Boston are more in-
clined to be drastic with Germans.

Two other pertinent items: people are divided about half and half as

to whether or not radio programs should be broadcast in ltalian and
German. About one-quarter would stop publication of all German and
Italian language newspapers, but the majority would leave them alone and
allow the loyal newspapers to continue publication.

* * * *

To ascertain the present situation and attitudes of the foreign-born
Italian and German minorities and of the American-born second generation
of these groups in the eastern area, special interview"s were conducted
in Philadelphia, New York, New Haven and Boston during the latter part
of May and the first week in June.

The prevailing attitude among the Italian-Americans is confusion and
unhappiness but not disloyalty, bitterness or fear. The characteristic
attitude of the German-Americans is social withdrawal and apprehension of
possible developments affecting themselves.



Although disturbed by their conflicting national attachments the
Italian-Americans are being drawn into the American camp by two
factors: the large enrollment of their sons in the armed forces,
and their growing doubts regarding Mussolini and the role of Italy
in the war. The German Americans have tended to draw away from the

surrounding American community and to remain detached from the war
effort.

The number of ideological fascists among the German-Americans is

considerably higher than that among the Italian-Americans and may be
regarded as a significantly high minority.

Anti-Semitism and anti-British feeling are found in a substantial
proportion of both nationalities, even with persons otherwise pro-
American.

Nearly all foreign-language propaganda reaching these groups from
sources iIn this country is now pro-American with certain reserva-
tions. There is evidence of considerable short-wave listening among
the German-Americans.

The war has not brought the German and Italian groups together in any
sense. They maintain their traditional mutual dislike.

The second generations of both groups show little attachment to the
countries of their parents®™ origins and commonly express resentment
at being identified with those countries.

The German refugee group are almost completely isolated from the
non-refugee German community. They are nearly all highly patriotic
and anxious to become good citizens.

There has been almost no persecution or social discrimination against
individuals of Italian or German origin.

Employment discrimination (aside from that against aliens in defense
industries) has not been extensive although bitter resentment has
been caused in individual cases and the publicity given these cases
has exaggerated the situation in the minds of these groups.



Loyalty

All or most axe loyal
About half are loyal
Few or none are loyal
No opinion

Assimilation
Quick
Second generation
Not even second generation
No opinion

Derger

Most dangerous

Government Treatment So Far
Too strict

About right and no opinion
Not strict enough

Recommended Treatment
Lenient, individual treatment
Limitations end supervision
Evacuation
No opinion

Opinions About
German Aliens

22%
23%
43%
12%

26%
55%
10%

9%

40%

1%
36%
63%

43%
39%
17%

1%

Opinions About
Italian Aliens

47%

25%
19%

9%

28%
54%

8%
10%

1%

1%
60%
39%

55%
31%
12%

2%



